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TO COLONEL JOHN HOOMES J. MSS.
Washington, Jan. 24, 1801.

Dear Sir, —* * * There is no change in our prospects as to the election, the party opposed
to the public sentiment, keeping their purposes very much to themselves. A vote passed
the H. of R. yesterday for the continuance of the Sedition law. It was by the casting voice
of the Speaker, and not in it's final stage. The Senate had annexed several modifications
to the Convention with France. Yesterday came on the final question, which being

divided into as many parts as there were modifications, the whole of them were struck out
except one limiting it's duration to 8. years. And on the question to ratify with this single
modification it was rejected by 14. out of 30. votes. Tho', according to former usage this
would close the proceedings, | am told there will be a proposition to ratify it without any
modification, as being a question which has not yet been decided. It's success may be
doubted. Some say the President will not on this rejection send back the treaty, but will
call the new Senate to meet after the 3d of March and reconsider it. Of those who voted
against it, 4. will then go out, and would leave them only 10. But we must have a Senate of
30. at least convened to overweigh them, which we can hardly count upon.
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