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Collection Summary

Title: United States Army 92nd Infantry Division Collection

Span Dates: 1926-2007

Bulk Dates: (bulk 1942-2000)

ID No.: MSS85384

Creator: United States. Army. Infantry Division, 92nd

Creator: Ninety-Second Infantry Divison World War Il Association

Extent: 2,500 items; 10 containers plus 6 oversize; 3.8 linear feet

Language: Collection material in English and Italian

Repository: Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Abstract: African-American infantry division of the United States Army during World War | and
World War Il. Subject files, correspondence, newspapers and news clippings, photographs and
albums, exhibition material, posters, and records of the division and its veteran's association
relating to the division's service during World War I1.

Selected Search Terms

The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online
catalog. They are grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by
occupation and listed alphabetically therein.

People

Kohn, Richard H.--Correspondence.
McCaffrey, Barry R.--Correspondence.
Moore, Spencer, b. 1921--Correspondence.
Perry, A. William, b. 1924--Correspondence.
Powell, Colin L.--Correspondence.

Tanner, Hiram L.--Correspondence.

Organizations

Ninety-Second Infantry Division World War Il Association. United States Army 92nd Infantry
Division collection. 1926-2007.

United States. Army. Infantry Division, 92nd.

Subjects

African Americans--New Jersey--Lawnside.

African Americans--Social conditions--20th century.
World War, 1939-1945--African Americans.

World War, 1939-1945--Campaigns--Italy.

World War, 1939-1945--Participation, African American.

Places
Lawnside (N.J.)--History.
United States--Armed Forces--African Americans.

Administrative Information

Provenance

The United States Army 92nd Infantry Division Collection was given to the Library of Congress by
Spencer Moore and A.William Perry in 2007.
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Processing History

The United States Army 92nd Infantry Division Collection was arranged and described in 2008. The
collection was expanded and the finding aid revised in 2010.

Copyright Status

The status of copyright in the unpublished writings of Spencer Moore and A. William Perry in the
U.S. Army 92nd Infantry Division Collection is reserved. Consult a reference librarian in the
Manuscript Division for further information.

Access and Restrictions

The collection of the United States Army 92nd Infantry Division is open to research. Researchers
are advised to contact the Manuscript Reading Room prior to visiting. Many collections are stored
off-site and advance notice is needed to retrieve these items for research use.

Preferred Citation

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container
number, United States Army 92nd Infantry Division Collection, Manuscript Division, Library of
Congress, Washington, D.C.

Organizational History

The 92nd Infantry Division, an African-American unit of the segregated United States Army during
World War | and World War 11, was first organized in October 1917 and saw combat in France
during 1918. The division was deactivated in 1919, but was reactivated in October 1942 for World
War Il. The 92nd saw combat during 1944-1945 in Tuscany, Northern Italy, and was deactivated
again in November 1945.

Scope and Content Note

The collection relating to the 92nd Infantry Division, an African-American unit of the segregated
United States Army, spans 1926-2007, with most of the material focused on the division’s service
during World War Il and bulking largest between 1942 and 2000. The collection includes
correspondence, newspapers and news clippings, photographs, exhibit material, division records,
and material generated by the division’s veterans’ association, the Ninety-Second Infantry Division
World War Il Association.

The division saw heavy combat in Tuscany, Northern Italy, during 1943-1945. The general
correspondence includes a report of Vernon J. Baker to his commanding general in which he relates
the action for which he was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross in 1945 and eventually the
Congressional Medal of Honor in 1996. Much of the general correspondence relates to upgrading
the medals of soldiers denied recognition because of bureaucratic mistakes and racism.

The division’s other Medal of Honor recipient, John R. Fox, is documented in a file that includes a
poster relating to ceremonies in his honor conducted in 2000 by the town of Barga, where he was
killed in action.

Veterans of the division represented in the general correspondence include Spencer Moore and A.
William Perry, who donated the records to the Library, and author and journalist Hiram L. Tanner.
Other correspondents include Richard H. Kohn, Barry R. McCaffrey, and Colin L. Powell.

The 92nd was nicknamed the "Buffalo Soldiers Division" in honor of African-American troops who
served in the American West after the Civil War. During World War Il the division published The
Buffalo while in training, particularly at Fort Huachuca in Arizona, and under combat conditions
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in the Northern Italian theater. The collection includes several examples of The Buffalo in
newspaper, newsletter, and magazine formats, and there is an extensive file on Fort Huachuca.

The articles and newspaper clippings cover a gamut of African-American military and civilian
experiences during World War Il and the postwar era. Included is a file on Lawnside, New Jersey,
an incorporated African-American town in Camden County, that contains 1955-1956 editions of
the Lawnside Chronicle.

The newsletter of the division's veterans organization, the Ninety-Second Infantry Division World
War Il Association, is also called The Buffalo, and there is a considerable run of the publication in
an Addition file. Also in the Addition are photographs, printed matter, and material related to
reunions that were not included in the collection when it was first processed.

Arrangement of the Papers

This collection is arranged alphabetically by type of material or subject.
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Container List

Container Contents
BOX 1 370th Infantry Regiment, 1942-circa 1945 See also Oversize
BOX 1 473rd Infantry Regiment, 1945
BOX 1 African Americans in World War Il: A Legacy of Patriotism and Valor, film,
1997
BOX 1 Adjutant general section, 1945
BOX 1 Articles and newspaper clippings
BOXx 1 Howard Magazine, 1961-1964
BOX 1 Miscellaneous, 1943-2004, undated
(6 folders)
BOX 1 Scrapbook, 1966-1987
BOX 1 Books relating to the 92nd Infantry Division, 1994, undated
BOX 1 Camp Atterbury, Edinburgh, Ind., 2002
BOX 1 Fact and statistical sheets, chronologies, narratives, rosters, reports and other
division records, 1945, undated
BOX 1 Fighting Two Wars: African Americans in the United States Army, exhibit and
presentation, National Museum of American History, Smithsonian
Institution, Washington, D.C., 1994
BOX 2 Fort Huachuca, Ariz., 1942-1945, 1991, 2004 _See also Oversize
BOX 2 G-1 section, 1945
BOX 2 General correspondence, 1945, 1980-2007
(4 folders)
BOX 2 General orders, 1943-1945
BOX 2 Lawnside, N.J. and Camden County, N.J.
BOX 2 African American townships, background material, 1939, 1971, 1977-1982
BOX 2 Miscellany 1928, 1995-1996, undated
BOX 3 Newspapers and clippings, 1926, 1943-1958, 1964, 1973, 1983 _See also
Oversize
BOX 3 Purnell, Melvin J., 1945
BOX 3 Scott, Mary R., 1996
BOX 3 Miscellany, 1943-1948, 1960, 1970, 1988-1994, undated
BOX 3 Ninety-Second Infantry Division World War Il Association
BOX 3 Miscellany, 1992-1994, undated
BOX 3 Reunions
BOX 3 Albums
BOX 3 1982, 1986-1989
BOX 3 1989
BOX 4 1990-1992
BOX 4 1990-1995
(1 folder)
BOX 5 (1 folder)
BOX 5 1992
BOX 5 1996-1999
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 5 Banquet programs, 1991-1999

BOX 6 Exhibits

BOX 6 Exhibit case, undated

BOX 6 Miscellany, 1944-1946, 1994, 2002 See also Oversize

BOX 6 Scrapbooks, undated

BOX 6 Nos. 2 and 3

(2 folders)

BOX 6 No. 8

BOX 6 Unit insignias, photographs, undated

BOX 7 Italy

BOX 7 Album, 2000

BOX 7 Florence American Cemetery and Memorial, Florence, Italy, 1993

BOX 7 Miscellany, 1970, 2000

BOX 7 Posters, 2000 See Oversize

BOX 7 Printed matter, 2000

BOX 7 Smith, Barry, "Travel Diary," 2000

BOX 7 Photographs, 1998-2000 _See also Oversize

BOX 7 Personal accounts by veterans, 2003, undated

BOX 7 Photographs

BOX 7 365th Infantry Regiment, 1944-1945

BOX 7 600th Field Artillery Battalion, 1944-1945

BOX 7 792nd Ordnance, Light Maintenance Company, 1944-1945

BOX 7 Italy, 1944-1945

BOX 8 Miscellaneous, 2003, undated

BOX 8 Officer Candidate School, class OCS Ill, Fort Benning, Ga. 1942 See
Oversize

BOX 8 Printed matter

BOX 8 The Buffalo, 1943-1945 See also Oversize; See also Container 6, exhibit
case

BOX 8 Color, 1955

BOX 8 Newspic, 1942

BOX 8 Stars and Stripes, 1945

BOX 8 Victory in Europe Day, newspapers, 1945 See also Oversize

BOX 8 Scrapbook, 1945-1989

BOX 8 Tanner, Hiram L., writings, "Last of Buffalo Soldiers” and Malvern Negro

Public School prior to WW |1, undated

BOX 8 World War |, undated

BOX 9 Addition

BOX 9 Congressional Medal of Honor, 1993-2000

BOX 9 Italy, memorial observances, 2000

BOX 9 Miscellany, 1943-1947, 1982, 1997-2007

BOX 9 Photographs

BOX 9 Camp Atterbury, Edinburgh, Ind., 1995

BOX 9 Miscellaneous, circa 1944-circa 1945

BOX 9 Printed matter

BOX 9 The Buffalo, 92nd division's one-year anniversary special edition, 1943
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 9 The Buffalo, veterans organization newsletter, 1992-2007
(2 folders)

BOX 9 Cipollini, Giovanni, La Liberazione della Versilia 2007

BOX 9 Miscellaneous, 1945, 1984-2000
(2 folders)

BOX 10 Reunions

BOX 10 Miscellany, 1991-2006
(2 folders)

BOX 10 Photographs, 1993-1995

BOX 10 Programs, 1992-2000

BOxX OV 1 370th Infantry Regiment

BOX OV 1 Company K, 3rd Battalion, photograph 1943 (Container 1)

BOX OV 2 Fort Huachuca, Ariz.

BOX OV 2 Apache Sentinel 1945 (Container 2)

BOX OV 2 Lawnside, N. J. and Camden County, N. J.

BOX OV 2 Newspapers and clippings

BOX OV 2 Lawnside Chronicle, 1955-1956 (Container 3)

BOX OV 3 Ninety-Second Infantry Division World War |l Association

BOX OV 3 Reunions

BOX OV 3 Exhibits

BOX OV 3 Miscellany (Container 6)

BOX OV 3 Exhibit-mounted photographs, 1945

BOX OV 4 Exhibit-mounted photographs and laminated newspaper page, 1946,

1994, 2002

BOX OV 5 Italy

BOX OV 5 Posters (Container 7)

BOX OV 5 Comune di Barga, Teatro dei Differenti, Ricordo di John Fox, 2000

BOX OV 5 Barga, il castello in festa, circa 2000

BOX OV 5 San Crisoforo, patrono di Barga, circa 2000

BOX OV 5 Photographs

BOX OV 5 Group photograph, Washington, D.C. 2000 (Container 7)

BOX OV 5 Photographs

BOX OV 5 Officer Candidate School, class OCS Ill, Fort Benning, Ga., 1942
(Container 8)

BOX OV 6 Printed matter

BOX OV 6 The Buffalo, 1943 (Container 8)

BOX OV 6 Victory in Europe Day, newspapers, 1945 (Container 8)

BOX OV 6 Daily Cardinal, University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wis., 1945, May 8

BOX OV 6 Milwaukee Sentinel, 1945, May 8

BOX OV 6 Philadelphia Afro American, 1945, May 12

BOX OV 6 Stars and Stripes, Mediterranean edition, 1945, May 8
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