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Collection Summary
Title: Joint Committee on Materials for Research Records
Span Dates: 1925-1940
ID No.: MSS28043
Creator: Joint Committee on Materials for Research
Extent: 25,000 items ; 83 containers ; 33.2 linear feet
Language: Collection material in English
Location: Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
Summary: Joint Committee of the American Council of Learned Societies and the Social Science Research Council
established in November 1929 for the purpose of fostering the acquisition, identification, and preservation of source
materials. Correspondence, minutes and agenda of meetings, and papers relating to the committee's surveys of materials for
research. Includes information on library and archives projects, permanence of paper stock, union catalogs, offset
reproductions, microreproductions, other duplicating techniques, sound reproduction, and copyright.

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online catalog. They are
grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and listed alphabetically therein.

People
Binkley, Robert C. (Robert Cedric), 1897-1940--Correspondence.
Buck, Solon J. (Solon Justus), 1884-1962--Correspondence.
Crane, Robert Treat, 1880- --Correspondence.
Kuhlman, A. F. (Augustus Frederick), 1889-1986--Correspondence.
Leland, Waldo Gifford, 1879-1966--Correspondence.
Lydenberg, Harry Miller, 1874-1960--Correspondence.
Martin, Thomas Powderly, 1887-1963--Correspondence.
Quinn, Arthur Hobson, 1875-1960--Correspondence.
Scammell, J. M. (Joseph Marius), 1888- --Correspondence.
Schellenberg, T. R. (Theodore R.), 1903-1970--Correspondence.
Shotwell, James T., 1874-1965--Correspondence.
Tate, Vernon Dale, 1909-1989--Correspondence.

Organizations
American Council of Learned Societies.
Joint Committee on Materials for Research.
Social Science Research Council (U.S.)

Subjects
Archival resources.
Archival surveys.
Archives.
Copying processes.
Copyright.
Humanities--Archival resources.
Humanities--Research.
Libraries.
Library surveys.
Microphotography.
Offset printing.
Paper--Preservation.
Photomechanical processes.
Social sciences--Archival resources.
Social sciences--Research.
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Sound--Recording and reproducing.
Union catalogs.

Administrative Information
Provenance

The records of the Joint Committee for Materials on Research were given to the Library of Congress by the American
Council of Learned Societies and the Social Science Research Council in 1949.

Processing History

The records of the Joint Committee for Materials on Research were listed in 1985. The finding aid was revised in 2014.

Copyright Status

The status of copyright in the unpublished writings of Joint Committee for Materials on Research is governed by the
Copyright Law of the United States (Title 17, U.S.C.).

Access and Restrictions

The records of Joint Committee for Materials on Research are open to research. Researchers are advised to contact the
Manuscript Reading Room prior to visiting. Many collections are stored off-site and advance notice is needed to retrieve
these items for research use.

Preferred Citation

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container number, Joint Committee
for Materials on Research Records, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Scope and Content Note
The records of the Joint Committee on Materials Research span the years 1925-1940. They reflect the activities of an
organization formed jointly in 1929 by the American Council of Learned Societies and the Social Science Research Council
to promote the acquisition, identification, and preservation of materials for research in the social sciences and humanities.
Robert C. Binkley was appointed secretary of the committee in 1930, and served as chair from 1932 until his death in 1940.
T. R. Schellenberg became executive secretary of the committee and together they spearheaded the large-scale microfilm
publication in 1934 of the records of the hearings of the Agricultural Adjustment Administration and National Recovery
Administration. Included in the collection is information on library and archives projects, permanence of paper stock, union
catalogs, offset reproductions, microreproductions, other duplicating techniques, sound reproduction, and copyright. The
records consist of correspondence, memoranda, reports, minutes and agenda of meetings, inventories, printed matter,
technical information, and miscellaneous matter.

Correspondents in addition to Binkley and Schellenberg include Solon J. Buck, Robert Treat Crane, A. F. Kuhlman, Waldo
Gifford Leland, Harry Miller Lydenberg, Thomas Powderly Martin, Archibald MacLeish, Arthur Hobson Quinn, J. M.
Scammell, James T. Shotwell, and Vernon Dale Tate.

Arrangement of the Papers
This collection is arranged by type of material or topic.
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 1 Cooperative library projects
BOX 2 Paper companies
BOX 3 Union catalogs and lists

National Recovery Administration and Agricultural Adjustment Administration materials
BOX 4 National Recovery Administration and Agricultural Adjustment Administration materials
BOX 5-6 Offset printing
BOX 7 Regular printing
BOX 8 Multigraphing
BOX 9 Newspapers on film

Preservation of research material
BOX 10 Business records, their preservation

Education films
BOX 11 Reproduction of research material

Near-print techniques
Sound reproduction

BOX 12 Typewriting and typewriters
Illustrating techniques
Library card copying

BOX 13 Dictionary of American Biography
Reflection copying
Photocopying

BOX 14 Duplicating techniques
Hectographing

BOX 15 Hectographing
Mimeographing

BOX 16 Archives projects, Luther Evans
1936-1937

BOX 17 1938-1940
BOX 18 Circular and reports
BOX 19 Archives inventory projects and filming

Inventorying of manuscripts
Revision of Literature of American History by J. N. Larned
Works Project Administration

Statistical yearbook project
BOX 20 Barry, Adeline

Translation prizes
Archives projects

City records
Civil Works Administration and National Archives
Cuyahoga County, Ohio

Inventory
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BOX 21 Inventory (Fuchs)
Field supervision, travel
Census schedule
Collection of research materials
Distribution of census schedules
Works Project Administration, correspondence, Alston G. Field

BOX 22 Clippings
Works Project Administration

Binkley, Robert, C., volume
BOX 23 Works Project Administration

Union catalog correspondence
American Historical Association Committee on Newspapers
Microcopying of newspaper titles

BOX 24 Annals of Cleveland, Ohio, promotional material
Tough notes
Proposed or possible future projects

BOX 25 Memoranda, filming of union catalogs
Photostating, correspondence and advertising literature
Archives projects, union catalog
Coordinated Planning Group

BOX 26 Archives projects, Works Project Administration newspaper index
BOX 27 Archives projects, general
BOX 28 Newspaper digest queries

Newspaper digest project, reports of progress, requisitions, etc.
BOX 29 Newspaper digest, multigraphing and hectographing

Foreign language newspapers
Cleveland, Ohio
New York
Fuchs, forms for work

BOX 30 American Library Association Cooperative Cataloging Committee Monograph Series
(correspondent)

BOX 31 Report to general education board
Questionnaire and tables

BOX 32 File key
Shelf key
General correspondence

"A" miscellaneous
American Library Association
American Documentation Institute
"B" miscellaneous
Buck, Solon J.
"C" miscellaneous

BOX 33 Coleman, Laurence Vail
Crane, Robert Treat
"E" miscellaneous
"F" miscellaneous

Container List

Container Contents
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"G" miscellaneous
Gras, N. S. B.
Graves, Mortimer
"H" miscellaneous
Henry, Edward A.
"I" miscellaneous
Irvine, Dallas D.
"K" miscellaneous
Kellar, Herbert A.
Keppel, Francis P.
Kuhlman, A. F.
"L" miscellaneous
Leland, Waldo Gifford

BOX 34 Leland, Waldo Gifford
Lindley, Harlow
Lydenberg, Harry Miller
Lynd, Robert S.
Mac-Mc miscellaneous
Martin, Thomas Powderly
MacLeish, Archibald
"M" miscellaneous
"N" miscellaneous
"O" miscellaneous
"P" miscellaneous
Pearson, Cecil
Power, Eugene B.
Quinn, Arthur Hobson
"R" miscellaneous
Read, Conyers
Rice, Stuart A.
Rush, Charles E.
"S" miscellaneous

BOX 35 Scammell. J. M.
Society of American Archivists
Schellenberg, T. R.
Shotwell, James T.
Social Science Research Council
Social Science Research Council, Committee on Control of Research Data
"T" miscellaneous

BOX 36 Tate, Vernon Dale
"W" miscellaneous

Budget
Correspondence with Social Science Research Council
General
Travel expenditures

BOX 37 Publicity

Container List

Container Contents
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Publicity circular no. 1 (Dec. 1930) on Status of Joint Committee work
Publicity circular no. 2 (Jan. 1932) on Status of Joint Committee work
Publicity discussions of Joint Committee activity
Requests for proceedings, news reports relating to Joint Committee activity

Publicity, mailing list
Propaganda list, subject file and name file
Internal Committee Business

Relations to parent councils
Polity regarding Joint Committee minutes
Relations to parent councils

Policy regarding committee membership
Relations with parent councils
Regarding progress of work
Regarding publication

Internal Committee Business
Administration of Joint Committee, Cleveland, Ohio, office
Appointment of executive secretary

American National Committee
BOX 38 American Council of Learned Societies

Agenda
Relations to parent council
Minutes and reports

BOX 39 Latin-American cooperation
Scholarship, outside interested persons

BOX 40 Legibility
Correspondence
Cost
Greene, Edward B., report
Michigan speed of reading test (Greene report)
Paterson-Tinker report
Permanence standards
Bureau of Standards correspondence
Pamphlets and printed material

BOX 41 Permanence standards
Bureau of Standards (Scribner's) report
Government Printing Office permanent record papers

BOX 42 General correspondence and notes
Paper preservation (articles, notes and minutes)

BOX 43 Memoranda
Scientific publication and bibliography, Watson Davis
Davis, Watson, thesis
Simplified research techniques, 16 Dec. 1935

Categories
Categories of research materials, circulars, memoranda, etc.
Research material correspondence

BOX 44 Collection of research material

Container List

Container Contents
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Holbrook's survey
Holbrook
Kuhlman, A. F.

Project for ephemeral memoranda
Project on fugitive material

Survey and collection of manuscripts in Virginia
Establishment of a chair of social sciences at the Library of Congress
Smith College project for collection and preservation of Connecticut Valley material
Inventory of research materials
Writings on American history
Haugen, Einar, project for the study of Scandinavian languages among the Swedes of

Minnesota
Inventory of research materials, subject index to the publications of learned societies
Calendar of American Home Missionary Society papers
Negro history

BOX 45 Manual on methods of reproduction
Correspondence with Edwards Brothers
Requests for copies and to notify
Typewritten copy of first edition
General criticism
Reviews, criticisms, etc.
Chapter one
Chapter two
Chapter three
Chapter three (illustrative)
Chapter four

BOX 46 Chapter five
Chapter five (illustrative)
Chapter six
Chapter six (illustrative)
Chapter seven
Chapter seven (illustrative)

BOX 47 Chapter eight
Chapter eight (illustrative)
Chapter nine
Chapter nine (illustrative)
Chapter ten
Chapter ten (illustrative)
Chapter eleven
Chapter eleven (illustrative)

BOX 48 Chapter twelve
Microcopying, Sept. 1935 draft

Chapter twelve (illustrative)
Chapter thirteen
Chapter thirteen (illustrative)
Chapter fourteen

Container List

Container Contents
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Supplementary material since issuing the second edition
BOX 49 Microphotography, Boni's microprinting

Film copying
(A) General

Persons actively interested
Correspondence for information

BOX 50 Film stability
(B) Film copying

National Research Council
Film storage and durability
Book of tomorrow
Mirror device camera
National Recovery Administration code for film
Processing costs

BOX 51 Processing center
Standardization of Equipment
American Library Association Committee on photographic reproduction of materials
Microphotographic journal

BOX 52 Paris Exhibition, 1937
Bendikson (microprints)
Denver Library, Denver, Colo.

Meeting
Meeting (photographs)

Publicity
American Historical Association exhibit, Washington, D.C.
Reading notes
Richmond, Va., meeting (12 May 1936)
Abstracts of articles

BOX 53 Apparatus
General correspondence
Cameras

AFGA ANSCO Corp.
Burleigh Brooks
Cinescopie
Contzx (Zeiss ICON)
Eastman Kodak
EKA
Grafley

BOX 54 Ihagee
Kennedy
Leica
Correspondence with E. Leitz, Inc.
Lemare
Ludwig
Peggy
Pal Ko

Container List

Container Contents
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Photoscopie
Recordak
Willoughbys
Miscellaneous
Projectors

General correspondence
Optigraph
Hungerford (sound)
Recordak
Spencer Lens

(C) Film copying
Supplies

General correspondence
Enlargers
Developing solution
Film
Paper

BOX 55 Supplies equipment (for taking and using miniature photographs)
(D) Film copying

Services
General correspondence
Bibliofilm
Cecil Pearson
French film service
Library of Congress
Library film service

(E) Film copying
Projects

General correspondence
American manuscript material
Bander and Mezes
Expedition to China and Japan
Jardine Matheson

BOX 56 National politische
Short title catalog
Davis, Watson

Reading devices
Bausch and Lomb
Spencer Lens
Various other devices
Reading glass manufacturers
Peters's optical method
Fiskoscope

BOX 57 Copyright
General correspondence

1934-1936

Container List

Container Contents
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1937
BOX 58 1938-1939
BOX 59 1939

1940
Union catalogs and list

General correspondence
BOX 60 Publishing service

Kerner bibliography
General correspondence
General correspondence regarding publishing service

BOX 61 Circulars and minutes of discussions regarding publishing service
Master copy of prospectus
Service prospectus
Service Alder manuscript
American legal history society
Bartholomeus
Birk plan
Edwards Brothers
Garrison project
List of doctoral dissertation
Mazour, Anatole G., book on Russian Revolution

BOX 62 Miller diary
Projected publishing plans
Printer's correspondence
Publication of separates
References from Social Science Research Council to publishing service
Scripps Foundation, Warren Thompson
South Carolina Gazette
Tregaskis pictures
Writings on American history
Memoranda, Works Project Administration

BOX 63 Techniques of reproduction
Fundamental problems in the distribution of the results of research
Inventory of

Research materials
Film copies of manuscripts

Memorandum on development of apparatus in microcopying, 16 Dec. 1935
Library applications of microcopying
Memoranda

Leica equipment for copying
Works Project Administration

Newspaper abstracting material
Making of books as part of WPA, 11 May 1936

Present state of photographic copying
Works Project Administration, improvement and expansion of hours., 28 Apr. 1936

Container List

Container Contents
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Establishment of American Film Institute
BOX 64 Relations to allied societies

American Library Association, attendance at New Orleans, La., meeting
Annual Conference of Secretaries of Constituent Societies
Carnegie Endowment Studies of Peace Conference
Documentary History of Peace Conference
Carnegie Endowment Studies of Canadian-American Relations
Committee on Far Eastern Studies
Selection of Beer Prize
Committee on Scientific Publication reports
International Intellectual Cooperation

Correspondence
Reports and minutes

BOX 65 Reports and minutes
Internal Committee Circular on International Intellectual Cooperation, 4 Mar. 1933
Southern Regional Committee minutes
Western Reserve studies

BOX 66 Reproduction miniature photography
Eastman Kodak Co.
General
LA Photoscopie
LA Cinescopie
Carl Zeiss
Vi Cam Photo Co.
Hutchinson
Report by Grace Lee Nute of Minnesota History Society
E. Leitz, Inc. (Leica)
Lemare Eka Camera Ampligraph
AFGA ANSCO Corp.
Filmograph
L. B. Kennedy

BOX 67 Offset Printing
General file
Edwards Brothers
Harris-Seybold-Potter
Miehle Printing Co.
Process National Process Co.
Wallace Press
Coxhead (Schwarz)
Diretoplate Corp.
Washington Planograph Co.

BOX 68 Photostat Corp.
Luminophor Plate, reflectographer
Photocopy, G. F. Bagge
Photocopy, City Blue Printing Co.
Reproduction, mimeograph

Container List

Container Contents
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Elliott Addressing Machine Co.
Mimeograph Gestetner
Typography linotype kit

BOX 69 Program for Research in City records
BOX 70 Newsome's article

Archives survey project
Federal Civil Works Administration, rules and regulations
Mayer Projects for Women
Mayer's letter accompanying memorandum to Interior Department
Memoranda on National Archives survey
Mayer's circular letter, important and urgent
Pennsylvania Survey, description general plan
Pennsylvania Extension of Survey
Pennsylvania Survey Circular No. 4, additional instruction
Pennsylvania Survey

Blanks for Office of Clerk of the Court of Quarter Sessions, & Oyer & Terminer
Blanks for Office of Clerk of the Orphans

Office of Commissioners
Office of Prothonotary
Office of Recorder of Deeds
Office of Register of Wills

BOX 71 Joint Committee paper manufacturing correspondence, Sept. 1933
Paper specifications

Page 71 of Preliminary Survey mimeograph
West Virginia pulp and paper
Strathmore Paper Co.
Technical Association of the Pulp and Paper Industry
Rag content paper manufacturers
Biological abstracts
Andrews Paper Co.
American Paper & Pulp (Krimmel)
Paper durability general

BOX 72 From Cambridge, for action by Frances, mostly on film photography patent
BOX 73 Meetings

Interim meeting, June 1936
Agenda and minutes, 11th meeting February 10-11, 1939
Agenda material, 10-11 Feb. 1939
Agenda and minutes, 14th meeting, 1-2 Dec. 1939
Minutes, 15th meeting 17 July 1940

BOX 74 Agenda and minutes
Sixth meeting, 15 Apr. 1933 (minutes)
Sixth meeting, 15 Apr. 1933 (agenda)
Interim meeting, 24 May 1933 (agenda, documents, and notes)
Seventh meeting, 20 June 1933 (agenda)
Seventh meeting, 20 June 1933 (minutes)
Eighth meeting, 2-3 Feb. 1934 (minutes)

Container List

Container Contents
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Ninth meeting, 23-24 Nov. 1934 (agenda)
Ninth meeting, 23-24 Nov. 1934 (minutes)
Tenth meeting, 8-9 Feb. 1935

BOX 75 First meeting, 17-18 Feb. 1930
Second Meeting, 12-13 Sept. 1930
Interim meeting, 29 Dec. 1930
Third meeting, 5 Dec. 1931
Fourth meeting, 11-12 Mar. 1932 (minutes)
Fourth meeting, 11-12 Mar. 1932 (agenda)
Conference on Publication Service, 5 Nov. 1932
Fifth meeting, 14-15 Jan. 1933 (minutes)
Fifth meeting, 14-15 Jan. 1933 (agenda)

BOX 76 Correspondence Joint Committee, Harry Miller Lydenberg
Reports, miscellaneous, 1925-1939

BOX 77 American Council of Learned Societies inquiry, contemporary materials, 1925
American Historical Association Exhibition on Reproduction
Apparatus, general (Joint Committee)
Biographies, reproduction of Robert C. Binkley manual on methods of reproducing research

material
Buck, Solon J., chairman, Joint Committee

1931
1930

Business Archives (Joint Committee)
Categories of materials (Joint Committee)
Circulars

1930 (Joint Committee)
1931 (Joint Committee)
1932
1933

Conference of Secretaries, materials for research, 1931
Conference on publications, 5 Nov. 1932

BOX 78 Conference on Publication 5 Nov. 1932
Preliminaries
Publication post mortem

Dissertation Series, American Philological Association
Division of Social Records, Library of Congress (Joint Committee)
Duplicating Apparatus Literature (Joint Committee)
Durability of paper and film (Joint Committee)
Economic bibliography, Anglo-American (Joint Committee)
Film slide reproduction (Joint Committee)
Fugitive materials, handbook on (Kuhlman, A. F.)
German periodicals, cost of
Graflex Camera, 1933 (Joint Committee)
Holbrooks Survey, 1930-1931 (Joint Committee)
Inventory of Manuscript materials
Inventory under Civil Works Administration

Container List

Container Contents
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Circulars
Inventory (correspondence)

Latin American Studies
Legibility of reductions in planographing (Joint Committee)

BOX 79 Library coordination (Joint Committee)
Library problems (Joint Committee)
Materials, special discussions and reports, MCL organizations
Mexican Revolution, materials on Joint Committee
National Survey of Local Archives
New York Times, reduced edition (Joint Committee)
National Recovery Administration code hearings, publications
Philadelphia union catalog
Project referred
Theses, publication of (Joint Committee)
Publishing service

Circulars (Joint Committee)
Correspondence (Joint Committee)

Sensitized papers (Joint Committee)
Schellenberg, T. R.
Social Science Research Council

1930 (Joint Committee)
1932-1933 (Joint Committee)
1934

Summer Seminar on Archives
BOX 80 Amateur scholarship

Historical source
Archival polity general correspondence
Archives survey general correspondence
Filming European materials
Indexing Service general correspondence
Financial statement and budget correspondence
Inexpensive reproduction
Institutional policies
Mayer's circular 1-2-3-4

BOX 81 Membership
BOX 82 Microphotography general

Microphotography
Microphotographic practices of institutions
Newspaper problems
Publishing Hammerslough
Publishing plans
Roosevelt Library general correspondence

BOX 83 Miscellaneous
Reports, memoranda, etc.

Container List

Container Contents
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