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Collection Summary
Title: Thomas D. White Papers
Span Dates: 1952-1961
Bulk Dates: (bulk 1957-1961)
ID No.: MSS453521
Creator: White, Thomas D. (Thomas Dresser), 1901-1965
Extent: 20,000 items ; 57 containers plus 12 classified ; 23.6 linear feet
Language: Collection material in English
Repository: Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
Abstract: Air Force officer. Correspondence, reports, speeches, and statements chiefly from 1957-1961 when White was
chief of staff of the air force.

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online catalog. They are
grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and listed alphabetically therein.

People
Atkinson, Joseph H. (Joseph Hampton), 1900-1984--Correspondence.
Leach, W. Barton (Walter Barton), 1900- --Correspondence.
LeMay, Curtis E.--Correspondence.
Power, Thomas S. (Thomas Sarsfield), 1905- --Correspondence.
Todd, Walter E. (Walter Edwin), 1906-1978--Correspondence.
White, Thomas D. (Thomas Dresser), 1901-1965.
Whitehead, Ennis Clement, 1895-1964--Correspondence.

Organizations
United States. Department of the Air Force. Chief of Staff.

Subjects
Air power.

Occupations
Air Force officers.

Administrative Information
Provenance

The papers of Thomas D. White, air force officer, were given to the Library of Congress by White in 1963.

Processing History

The collection was processed in 1968. The finding aid was revised in 2013.

Copyright Status

Copyright in the unpublished writings of Thomas D. White Papers in these papers and in other collections of papers in the
custody of the Library of Congress has been dedicated to the public.

Access and Restrictions

The papers of Thomas D. White are open to research. Researchers are advised to contact the Manuscript Reading Room
prior to visiting. Many collections are stored off-site and advance notice is needed to retrieve these items for research use.
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Security Classified Documents

Government regulations control the use of security classified items in this collection. Manuscript Division staff can furnish
information concerning access to and use of classified material.

Preferred Citation

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container number, Thomas D. White
Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Biographical Note
Date Event
1901, Aug. 6 Born, Walker Minn.

1920 B.S., United States Military Academy, West Point, N.Y.

1920-1953 Commissioned second lieutenant of infantry and advanced through the grades to general

1924-1925 Student, Primary and Advanced Flying Schools, U.S. Air Force

1927-1928 Student, Georgetown University, Washington, D.C.

1927-1931 Language officer, Peking China

1934 Acting military attaché, American Embassy, Moscow, USSR

1935-1937 Assistant military attaché for air, Rome, Italy, and Athens, Greece

1937-1938 Student, Air Corps Tactical School

1938 Married Constance M. Rowe

1938-1939 Student, Command and General Staff School

1939-1941 Chief, Intelligence Section, Air Corps

1940-1942 Military attaché, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and chief, Military Mission to Brazil

1942 Chief of staff, Third Air Force

1944 Assistant chief to air staff, intelligence

1945 Deputy commander, Thirteenth Air Force, commanding general, Seventh Air Force

1947 Chief of staff, Far East Air Forces

1948-1951 Director of legislation, Office of the Secretary of the Air Force

1951-1953 Deputy chief of staff, Operations, U.S. Air Force

1953-1957 Vice chief of staff, U.S. Air Force
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1957-1961 Chief of staff, U.S. Air Force

1965, Dec. 22 Died, Washington, D.C.

Scope and Content Note
The papers of Thomas Dresser White (1901-1965) span the years 1952-1961, with the bulk of the material from 1957 to
1961. The collection consists of correspondence, speeches, statements, reports, cables, reading files, mail logs, appointment
material, and related matter. Copies of White's speeches and statements, in typescript and printed form, are also in the
collection. The papers are organized into the following series: Personal Correspondence, Chief of Staff Files, Speeches and
Statements, Classified, Top Secret, Restricted Data (Classified), Restricted Data (Top Secret), and North Atlantic Treaty
Organization.

The papers illustrate the functions of the Office of Chief of Staff, United States Air Force, and the Air Force administrative
functions brought to the attention of the chief of staff. The collection also reflects the changing role of the chief of staff.
Originally head of the Air Force, the chief of staff over the years became more occupied with his duties as a member of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff.

The speeches and statements made by White are fairly extensive and include speeches and statements before he became
chief of staff. Many of these speeches and statements were made before congressional committees and most stress air
power needs and capabilities.

The papers are bare of biographical matter and consist for the most part of the inactive files of the Office of Chief of Staff,
United States Air Force. Correspondents include Joseph H. Atkinson, W. Barton Leach, Curtis E. LeMay, Thomas S.
Powers, Walter E. Todd, and Ennis Clement Whitehead.

Arrangement of the Papers
The collection is arranged in eight series:

• Personal Correspondence, 1953-1960
• Chief of Staff File, 1957-1961
• Speeches and Statements, 1952-1961
• Classified, 1957-1961
• Top Secret, 1957-1961
• Restricted Data (Classified), 1957-1961
• Restricted Data (Top Secret), 1957-1961
• North Atlantic Treaty Organization, 1958-1961
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Description of Series
Container Series
BOX 1 Personal Correspondence, 1953-1960

Miscellaneous correspondence.
Arranged by name of correspondent.

BOX 2-49 Chief of Staff File, 1957-1961
Correspondence, cables, reading files, reports, mail logs, appointment material, and related

matter.
Arranged chronologically by year and therein topically as filed and maintained by White's

office.

BOX 50-57 Speeches and Statements, 1952-1961
Speaking material, typescript and printed copies of speeches and statements by White, and

collated copies for distribution.
Arranged by type of material and therein chronologically.

BOX CL 1-CL 8 Classified, 1957-1961
Correspondence, cables, reading files, reports, mail logs, appointment material, and drafts of

speeches and statements.
Arranged and described according to the series, containers, and folders from which the items

were removed.

BOX TS 1 Top Secret, 1957-1961
Correspondence, cables, and reports.
Arranged and described according to the series, containers, and folders from which the items

were removed.

BOX RD 1 Restricted Data (Classified), 1957-1961
Correspondence, cables, and reports.
Arranged and described according to the series, containers, and folders from which the items

were removed.

BOX RD 2 Restricted Data (Top Secret), 1957-1961
Correspondence, cables, and reports.
Arranged and described according to the series, containers, and folders from which the items

were removed.

BOX NATO 1 North Atlantic Treaty Organization, 1958-1961
Correspondence, cables, reading files and reports.
Arranged and described according to the series, containers, and folders from which the items

were removed.
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 1 Personal Correspondence, 1953-1960
Miscellaneous correspondence.
Arranged by name of correspondent.

BOX 1 Miscellaneous, 1953-1960

BOX 2-49 Chief of Staff File, 1957-1961
Correspondence, cables, reading files, reports, mail logs, appointment material, and related

matter.
Arranged chronologically by year and therein topically as filed and maintained by White's

office.

BOX 2 1957, July-Dec.
Mail logs and appointment books

BOX 3 Air Force Command and Control System reading file
BOX 4 Cables

Subject file
Aircraft
Air Force Academy
Air Force Aid Society
Air Force Association
Air Force Council
Air Reserve and National Guard
Army

BOX 5 Britain
Budget
Canada
Chief of staff decisions
Chief of staff memoranda
Chief scientist
Civil Air Patrol
Command letters
Commands

Air Research
Air University
Alaska
Continental
Defense
Europe

BOX 6 Headquarters
Material
Military Air Transport Service
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Pacific
Proving ground
Strategic Air Command
Tactical Air Command
Training

Conferences
Congressional
Decorations, awards and commendations
Joint Civilian Orientation Conference

BOX 7 Marine Corps
Missiles
National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics
Navy
North Atlantic Treaty Organization
Organization
Retired Officers
Scientific Advisory Board
Secretary of the air force
Secretary of defense
Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe
Spain
General file (renamed from Top Secret General File)
Trips
White House

BOX 8 1958
Mail logs and appointment book

BOX 9 Mail logs
BOX 10 Air Force Command and Control System reading file

Jan.-June
BOX 11 July-Oct.
BOX 12 Nov.-Dec.

Cables
Jan.-May

BOX 13 June-Dec.
BOX 14 Subject file

Accidents
Air Force Academy
Air Force Aid Society
Air Force Association
Air Force Council
Air Reserve and National Guard
Armed Services Policy Council
Army
Awards

BOX 15 Britain
Bryan, Travis

Chief of Staff File, 1957-1961

Container Contents
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Budget
Canada
Chief of staff meetings
Chief of staff memoranda
Chief scientist
Civil Air Patrol

BOX 16 Command letters
Commands

Air Defense
Air Materiel
Air Research and Development
Air Transport
Alaska
Air University
Caribbean Air Command
Continental Air Command
Headquarters Command
Military Air Transport Service
Pacific Air Forces
Strategic Air Command

BOX 17 Tactical Air Command
United States Air Forces in Europe
United States Air Force Security Service

Conferences
Congressional
Congressional hearings
Department of Defense reorganization

BOX 18 Marine Corps
National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics
National Aeronautics and Space Administration
Navy
North Atlantic Treaty Organization
North American Air Defense Command
Retired officers
Scientific Advisory Board
Secretary of the air force

BOX 19 Secretary of defense
Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe
General file (renamed from Top Secret General File)
Trips
Uniform
White House

BOX 20 1959
Mail logs and appointment books

BOX 21 Air Force Command and Control System reading file
Jan.-June

Chief of Staff File, 1957-1961

Container Contents

Thomas D. White Papers  8



BOX 22 July-Oct.
BOX 23 Nov.-Dec.

Cables
Jan.-June

BOX 24 July-Dec.
Advanced Research Projects Agency
Air Force Academy
Air Force Aid Society
Air Force Association

BOX 25 Air Force Council
Air Reserve and National Guard
Army
Awards
Britain
Bryan, Travis
Canada
Chief of staff meetings

BOX 26 Chief of staff memoranda
Civil Air Patrol
Command letters
Commands

Air Defense
Air Materiel
Air Research and Development

BOX 27 Air Transport Service
Air University
Alaskan
Continental Air Command
Military Air Transport Service
Pacific Air Forces
Stategic Air Command
Tactical Air Command
United States Air Forces in Europe
United States Air Force Security Service

BOX 28 Commanders Conference
Congressional
Department of Defense reorganization
Marine Corps
National Aeronautics and Space Administration
Navy
North Atlantic Treaty Organization
North American Aerospace Defense Command
Operation Palmtree, Ramey Air Force Base, Puerto Rico
Retired officers

BOX 29 Secretary of the air force
Secretary of defense

Chief of Staff File, 1957-1961

Container Contents
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Scientific Advisory Board
Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe
South America
General file (renamed from Top Secret General File)
Trips

BOX 30 Trips
Uniform
White House
Miscellaneous reports

“Project Head Start II”
“Selected Weapons Systems”

BOX 31 1960
Mail logs and appointment material

BOX 32 Cables, Jan.-Dec.
BOX 33 Air Force Command Control System Reading File (file 1-1)

Subject File
2 Air Force commands and schools
2-1 Alaska Air Command
2-2 Air Force Academy
2-3 Air Defense Command
2-4 Air Force Proving Ground Command
2-5 Army Materiel Command
2-6 Army Research and Development Command
2-7 Air Training Command
2-8 Air University
2-9 Caribbean Command
2-10 Continental Air Command
2-11 Headquarters Command

BOX 34 2-12 Military Air Transport Service
2-13 North American Air Defense Command
2-14 Pacific Air Forces
2-15 Strategic Air Command
2-16 Tactical Air Command
2-17 United States Air Forces in Europe and United States Eruopean Command
3 Military, general policy
3-3 Awards and trophies
3-8 Suggestions/advice

BOX 35 4 Air staff actions
4-1 Aircraft
4-2 Budget
4-3 Chief of staff meetings
4-4 Department of Defense reorganization

BOX 36 4-5 Missiles, space, nuclear
4-6 Information Services
5 Conferences, boards, committees
5-1 Air Force Council

Chief of Staff File, 1957-1961

Container Contents
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BOX 37 5-2 Air Force Aid Society, Historical Foundation
5-3 Commanders Conference
5-4 Joint Civilian Orientation Conference
5-6 Scientific Advisory Board
5-7 Rand
6 Foreign correspondence, general
6-1 Britain and Canada
6-2 Middle East and Far East

BOX 38 6-3 South America
6-4 Spain
7 Service and government agencies, general correspondence
7-1 Air force/Department of Defense secretary
7-2 Army

BOX 39 7-3 Congressional
7-4 Federal Aviation Administration, National Air and Space Administration, Joint Chiefs

of Staff, Central Intelligence Agency, and Civil Air Patrol
7-5 Marine Corps
7-6 Navy
7-7 White House
8 Civic correspondence
8-2 Bryan, Travis

BOX 40 Miscellaneous subjects
Report on National Air and Space Administration/Air Force Space program
Central Treaty Organization Conference, 26 Mar. 2-Apr. and 28-30 Apr.

BOX 41 Chief of staff memoranda
Operation Palmtree II, Ramey Air Force Base, Puerto Rico
General file (renamed from Top Secret General File)
Trips

BOX 42 1961
Mail logs and appointment material
Cables, Jan.-June

BOX 43 Subject Files
2 Air force commands and schools, general
2-1 Alaskan air Command
2-2 Air Force Academy
2-3 Air Defense Command
2-5 Air Force Logistics Command
2-6 Air Force Systems Command
2-7 Air Training Command
2-8 Air University
2-9 Caribbean Air Command
2-11 Continental Air Command
2-12 Headquarters Command
2-13 Military Air Transport Service
2-14 North American Defense Command
2-15 Pacific Air Forces

Chief of Staff File, 1957-1961

Container Contents
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2-16 Strategic Air command
2-17 Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe
2-18 Tactical Air Commend
2-19 United States Air Forces in Europe and Air Force Communications Service

BOX 44 3 Military policy and general
3-4 Awards and trophies
3-5 Commendations
3-9 Retired personnel
3-11 Suggestions
4 Air staff actions

BOX 45 4-1 Aircraft
4-2 Budget
4-3 Chief of staff meetings
4-4 Department of Defense reorganization
4-5 Missiles
4-6 Space/nuclear
5 Conferences/boards/exercises
5-1 Air Force Council
5-2 Air Force Aid Society and Air Force Association

BOX 46 5-6 Scientific Advisory Board
5-7 Rand
6 Foreign correspondence, European and policy
6-1 Britain and Canada
6-2 Middle and Far East
6-3 South America
7 Services and government agencies: National Guard, Air Force Reserve, and Air Force

ROTC
BOX 47 7-1 Air force and Department of Defense secretary

7-2 Army
7-3 Congressional
7-4 Federal Aviation Administration/ National Air and Space Administration/Joint Chiefs

of Staff/ Civil Air Patrol
7-5 Information Services
7-6 Marine Corps
7-7 Navy

BOX 48 7-8 White House
7-9 State Department
8 Civic correspondence
8-2 Bryan, Travis
8-3 Inventions/suggestions
8-9 Leach, W. Barton
Miscellaneous subjects

General file (renamed from Top Secret General File)
BOX 49 Chief of staff memoranda

Inauguration of John F. Kennedy
Project Rand report

Chief of Staff File, 1957-1961

Container Contents
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Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe exercise, 17 May-5 June

BOX 50-57 Speeches and Statements, 1952-1961
Speaking material, typescript and printed copies of speeches and statements by White, and

collated copies for distribution.
Arranged by type of material and therein chronologically.

BOX 50 Speaking engagements, 1957-1961
Speeches

1953-1957
BOX 51 1959-1960, June
BOX 52 1960, July-1961, June
BOX 53 Statements

1952-1955
BOX 54 1956-1958
BOX 55 Cleared copies

1957-1959, Sept.
BOX 56 1959, Oct.-1961, Sept.
BOX 57 “The Public Statements of Thomas D. White, Chief of Staff, USAF”

(4 vols.)

BOX CL 1-CL 8 Classified, 1957-1961
Correspondence, cables, reading files, reports, mail logs, appointment material, and drafts of

speeches and statements.
Arranged and described according to the series, containers, and folders from which the items

were removed.

BOX CL 1 Personal Correspondence
Miscellaneous, 1957-1958 (Container 1) See Top Secret

Chief of Staff File
1957, July-Dec.

Mail logs and appointment books (Container 2)
Air Force Command and Control System reading file (Container 3)
Cables (Container 4) See Top Secret, and Restricted Data
Subject File

Canada (Container 5)
Commands

Air Research (Container 5) See Restricted Data: Classified
Defense (Container 5)
Europe (Container 5)
Strategic Air Command (Container 6) See Restricted Data: Classified

Secretary of the air force (Container 7) See Restricted Data: Classified
Spain (Container 7)
General file (renamed from Top Secret General File) (Container 7) See Restricted Data:

Top Secret
White House (Container 7)

1958
Mail logs and appointment book (Container 8)

Chief of Staff File, 1957-1961

Container Contents
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Air Force Command and Control System reading file
Feb.-May (Container 10)
July-Oct. (Container 11)
Nov.-Dec. (Container 12)

Cables
Jan.-May (Container 12)

BOX CL 2 June-Dec. (Container 13)
BOX CL 3 Subject File

Air Force Council (Container 14)
Armed Forces Policy Council (Container 14)
Britain (Container 15)
Canada (Container 15)
Chief of staff memoranda (Container 15)
Chief scientist (Container 15)
Commands

Air Defense (Container 16)
Air Materiel (Container 16)
Pacific Air Forces (Container 16)
Strategic Air Command (Container 16)
Tactical Air Command (Container 17)
United States Air Forces in Europe (Container 17)

Congressional (Container 17)
Navy (Container 18)
North American Air Defense Command (Container 18)
Scientific Advisory Board (Container 18)
Secretary of the air force (Container 18)
Secretary of defense (Container 19)
General file (renamed from Top Secret General File) (Container 19)
White House (Container 19)

1959
Mail logs and appointment book (Container 20)
Air Force Command and Control System reading file

Jan.-May (Container 21)
July-Oct. (Container 22)
Nov.-Dec. (Container 23)

Cables
Jan.-June (Container 23)

BOX CL 4 July-Dec. (Container 24)
BOX CL 5 Subject File

Air Force Council (Container 25)
Army (Container 25)
Britain (Container 25)
Canada (Container 25)
Chief of staff memoranda (Container 26)
Commands

Air Research and Development (Container 26)

Classified, 1957-1961

Container Contents
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Air University (Container 27)
Pacific Air Forces (Container 27)
Strategic Air Command (Container 27) See Restricted Data: Classified
Tactical Air Command (Container 27)

Congressional (Container 28)
Navy (Container 28)
Scientific Advisory Board (Container 29) See Restricted Data: Classified
General file (renamed from Top Secret General File) (Container 29)
Trips (Container 29-30)

1960
Mail logs and appointment book (Container 31)

BOX CL 6 Cables, Jan.-Dec. (Container 32)
BOX CL 7 Subject File

2 Air Force commands and schools (Container 33)
2-1 Alaska Air Command (Container 33)
2-5 Army Materiel Command (Container 33)
2-6 Army Research and Development Command (Container 33)
2-13 North American Air Defense Command (Container 34)
2-15 Strategic Air Command (Container 34)
4 Air Staff Actions (Container 35)
4-1 Aircraft (Container 35)
4-2 Budget (Container 35)
4-5 Missiles, Space, Nuclear (Container 36)
5 Conferences, Boards, Committees (Container 36)
5-1 Air Force Council (Container 36)
6 Foreign correspondence, general (Container 37)
6-1 Britain and Canada (Container 37)
6-2 Middle East and Far East (Container 37)
6-3 South America (Container 38)
6-4 Spain (Container 38)
7-1 Air force/Department of Defense secretary (Container 38)
7-2 Army (Container 38)
7-4 Federal Aviation Administration, National Air and Space Administration, Joint

Chiefs of Staff, Central Intelligence Agency, and Civil Air Patrol (Container 39)
7-6 Navy (Container 39)
7-7 White House (Container 39)
Miscellaneous Subjects

Report on National Air and Space Administration/Air Force Space program
(Container 40)

Central Treaty Organization Conference, 26 Mar.-4 Apr. (Container 40)
Chief of staff memoranda (Container 41)
General file (renamed from Top Secret General File) (Container 41)
Trips (Container 41)

1961
Mail logs and appointment material (Container 42)
Cables, Jan.-May (Container 42)
Subject Files

Classified, 1957-1961

Container Contents
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2-6 Air Force Systems Command (Container 43)
4 Air staff actions (Container 44)
4-1 Aircraft (Container 45) See Restricted Data: Classified
4-5 Missiles (Container 45)
5-1 Air Force Council (Container 45)
5-6 Scientific Advisory Board (Container 46)
5-7 Rand (Container 46)
6 Foreign correspondence, European and policy (Container 46)
6-1 Britain and Canada (Container 46)
6-3 South America (Container 46)
7-1 Air force and Department of Defense secretary (Container 47)
7-4 Federal Aviation Administration, National Air and Space Administration, Joint

Chiefs of Staff, and Civil Air Patrol (Container 47)
BOX CL 8 Miscellaneous subjects

General file (renamed from Top Secret General File) (Container 48)
Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe exercise, 17 May-5 June (Container

49)
Speeches and Statements

Speeches
1959-1961, Apr.(Container 51-52)

Statements
1955, Sept.-Oct.(Container 53)
1957-1958 (Container 54)

Cleared copies
1957-1959 (Container 55)
1961, Apr.(Container 56)

BOX TS 1 Top Secret, 1957-1961
Correspondence, cables, and reports.
Arranged and described according to the series, containers, and folders from which the items

were removed.

BOX TS 1 Personal Correspondence
Miscellaneous, 1957-1958

Chief of Staff File
1957, July-Dec.

Cables
1958

Cables
Apr.
Aug.-Dec.

Subject File
General file (renamed from Top Secret General File)

1959
Cables

Jan.-June
Oct.

Classified, 1957-1961

Container Contents
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Subject File
General file (renamed from Top Secret General File)

1960
Subject File

Miscellaneous Subjects
General file (renamed from Top Secret General File)

1961
Cables, Jan.-Apr.

BOX RD 1 Restricted Data (Classified), 1957-1961
Correspondence, cables, and reports.
Arranged and described according to the series, containers, and folders from which the items

were removed.

BOX RD 1 Chief of Staff File
1957, July-Dec.

Cables
Subject File

Commands
Air Research
Strategic Air Command

Secretary of the air force
1958

Cables
Mar.-Apr.
Nov.-Dec.

Subject File
Air Force Council
Commands

Strategic Air Command
North American Air Defense Command
Scientific Advisory Board
Secretary of the air force
Secretary of defense
General file (renamed from Top Secret General File)

1959
Air Force Command and Control System reading file

Aug.
Nov.

Cables
Apr.

Subject File
Air Force Council
Commands

Air Research and Development
Strategic Air Command

Scientific Advisory Board

Top Secret, 1957-1961

Container Contents
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Trips
1960

Subject File
2-6 Army Research and Development Command
2-15 Strategic Air Command
4-1 Aircraft
4-5 Missiles, Space, Nuclear
5-1 Air Force Council

1961
Subject File

4-1 Aircraft
5-1 Air Force Council
5-6 Scientific Advisory Board
5-7 Rand
7-4 Federal Aviation Administration, National Air and Space Administration, Joint

Chiefs of Staff, and Civil Air Patrol

BOX RD 2 Restricted Data (Top Secret), 1957-1961
Correspondence, cables, and reports.
Arranged and described according to the series, containers, and folders from which the items

were removed.

BOX RD 2 Chief of Staff File
1957

Cables
Subject File

General file (renamed from Top Secret General File)
1958

Cables
July-Sept.

Subject File
General file (renamed from Top Secret General File)

1961
Subject File

Miscellaneous subjects
General file (renamed from Top Secret General File)

BOX NATO 1 North Atlantic Treaty Organization, 1958-1961
Correspondence, cables, reading files and reports.
Arranged and described according to the series, containers, and folders from which the items

were removed.

BOX NATO 1 Chief of Staff File
1958

Subject File
General file (renamed from Top Secret General File)

1959
Cables

Restricted Data (Classified), 1957-1961

Container Contents
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Mar.
1961

Subject File
Miscellaneous subjects

Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe exercise, 17 May-5 June

North Atlantic Treaty Organization, 1958-1961

Container Contents
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