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Collection Summary
Title: John P. Frey Papers
Span Dates: 1891-1951
ID No.: MSS21600
Creator: Frey, John P. (John Philip), 1871-1957
Extent: 28,000 items ; 32 containers plus 1 oversize ; 15.2 linear feet
Language: Collection material in English
Location: Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
Summary: Labor leader and editor. Correspondence, diary, articles, writings, speeches, research notes, financial data, labor
agreements, legal briefs, minutes, reports, printed matter, photographs, and other material relating to Frey’s activities on
behalf of labor.

Selected Search Terms
The following terms have been used to index the description of this collection in the Library's online catalog. They are
grouped by name of person or organization, by subject or location, and by occupation and listed alphabetically therein.

People
Frey, John P. (John Philip), 1871-1957.

Organizations
American Federation of Labor.

Subjects
Iron molders--Labor unions--Periodicals.
Labor journalism.
Labor movement--United States.
Labor unions--United States.
Labor--United States.
Voyages and travels.

Places
London (England)--Description and travel.
United States--Social conditions.

Titles
International molders journal.

Occupations
Editors.
Labor leaders.

Administrative Information
Provenance

The papers of John P. Frey, labor leader and editor, were given to the Library of Congress by Frey between 1952 and 1960.

Processing History

The papers of John P. Frey were processed in 1952. The finding aid was revised in 2013.

Additional Guides

An incomplete index in the Reading Room lists prominent persons and a few subjects that are not recorded on the folder
labels or in the Container List of the Correspondence and Other Papers series.
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Copyright Status

The status of copyright in the unpublished writings of John P. Frey is governed by the Copyright Law of the United States
(Title 17, U.S.C.).

Access and Restrictions

The papers of John P. Frey are open to research. Researchers are advised to contact the Manuscript Reading Room prior to
visiting. Many collections are stored off-site and advance notice is needed to retrieve these items for research use.

Preferred Citation

Researchers wishing to cite this collection should include the following information: Container number, John P. Frey
Papers, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Biographical Note
Date Event
1871, Feb. 24 Born, Mankato, Minn.

1891 Married Nellie Josephine Higgins

1896 Member, International Molders' Union of North America, Worcester, Mass.

1899 Vice president, Massachusetts Federation of Labor

1900 Vice president, International Molders' Union of North America

1903-1927 Editor, International Molders' Journal

1907 Special lecturer on economic and trade-union topics, University of Chicago, Chicago, Ill.

1909 Fraternal delegate to the British Trade Union Congress

1909-1927 Secretary, Committee on Resolutions at American Federation of Labor conventions

1914-1915 Labor member, commission of three appointed to study scientific management and Labor

1917-1921 President, Board of Education, Norwood, Ohio

1918 Member, first and second labor mission sent to Allied countries under authorization of President
Woodrow Wilson and under direction of American Federation of Labor

1919 Chairman, Special Committee on Reconstruction

1921 Delegate, Pan American Federation of Labor convention, Mexico City, Mexico

1922-1928 Labor member, Federal Commission Investigating Scientific Management
Chairman of the board, National Bureau of Economic Research, Inc.

1923-1928 Member, Executive Board, Workers Educational Bureau

1924 Delegate, Pan American Federation of Labor convention, Mexico City, Mexico
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1924-1928 Member, Permanent Committee on Education, American Federation of Labor
President, Ohio State Federation of Labor

1927 Labor advisor and expert to United States Delegation, International Economic Conference,
Geneva, Switzerland

1927-1934 Secretary-treasurer, Metal Trades Department, American Federation of Labor

1928 Commissioned lieutenant colonel, Specialist Reserves, United States Army
Lecturer, Army War College and Army Industrial College

1934-1950 President, Metal Trades Department, American Federation of Labor

1950 Retired
President emeritus, Metal Trades Department, American Federation of Labor

1957, Nov. 29 Died, Washington, D.C.

Scope and Content Note
The papers of John Philip Frey (1871-1957) span the years 1891-1951. The collection consists of correspondence, diary,
articles, speeches, memoranda, notebooks, research notes, financial data, labor agreements, legal briefs, minutes, reports,
pamphlets, periodicals, clippings, posters, and photographs. Included is a name and subject index to the International
Molders Journal for the period of Frey's editorship, 1908-1927, and scrapbooks of clippings dealing with his activities in
the American Federation of Labor.

The collection is organized into five series: Correspondence and Other Papers, Speeches and Statements, Printed Matter ,
Miscellany, Addition, and Oversize.

Arrangement of the Papers
This collection is arranged in six series:

• Correspondence and Other Papers, 1903-1951
• Address File, 1927-1950
• Printed Matter, 1891-1946
• Miscellany, 1908-1950
• Addition
• Oversize, circa 1929
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Description of Series
Container Series
BOX 1-16 Correspondence and Other Papers, 1903-1951

Letters sent and received, reports, memoranda, minutes, circular letters, legal briefs, financial
data, research notes, articles, and a few related photographs, pamphlets, and clippings.

Mainly arranged alphabetically by name or subject, but little arrangement within folders. The
photographs, mostly of Frey, are in the “Frey, John P., Personal” files.

BOX 17-18 Speeches and Statements, 1927-1950
Multicopy and typescript copies of addresses, lectures, and public statements.
Arranged chronologically by year.

BOX 19-21 Printed Matter, 1891-1946
Periodicals, pamphlets, magazines, and clippings containing material by or about Frey or

relating to activities in which he was engaged.
Arranged chronologically by year or group of years.

BOX 22-28 Miscellany, 1908-1950
Notebooks regarding Frey's activities as a labor leader, diary of a voyage to London and return

in 1936, and Frey's personal index to the International Molders Journal during the period
of his editorship in 1908-1927. Also scrapbooks of newspaper clippings dealing with the
activities of the American Federation of Labor and of Frey, and Russian posters.

The scrapbooks are arranged chronologically, although the periods covered by the volumes
often overlap.

BOX 28-32 Addition
A writing, a speech, a photograph, and Shipbuilding Stabilization Committee material.
Arranged by type of material.

BOX OV 1 Oversize, circa 1929
Poster.
Described according to the container from which it was removed.
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Container List

Container Contents

BOX 1-16 Correspondence and Other Papers, 1903-1951
Letters sent and received, reports, memoranda, minutes, circular letters, legal briefs, financial

data, research notes, articles, and a few related photographs, pamphlets, and clippings.
Mainly arranged alphabetically by name or subject, but little arrangement within folders. The

photographs, mostly of Frey, are in the “Frey, John P., Personal” files.

BOX 1 1. "A" miscellaneous, 1951
BOX 1 2. Agreements, 1935-1936
BOX 1 Anaconda Cooper
BOX 1 Sinclair Refineries
BOX 1 Gulf Industries, Inc.
BOX 1 3. Appleton, W. A.
BOX 1 3. 1909, 1918-1920
BOX 1 4. 1921-1924, 1926
BOX 1 5. 1927-1931
BOX 1 6. 1932-1934
BOX 1 7. 1935-1937
BOX 1 8. 1938
BOX 1 9. 1939-1940
BOX 2 10. Army Industrial College
BOX 2 11. Army Industrial College
BOX 2 12. Army War College
BOX 2 13. "B" miscellaneous
BOX 2 14. Bankers' Domination . . . Hearings before Senate Judiciary Subcommittee . . . Thirty-Hour

Work Week
BOX 2 15. Banking: Consolidations, Connections, and Directorships
BOX 2 16. Banking: Consolidations, Connections, and Directorships
BOX 2 17. Banking: Consolidations, Connections, and Directorships
BOX 3 18. Banking: Consolidations, Connections, and Directorships
BOX 3 19. Banking: Consolidations, Connections, and Directorships
BOX 3 20. Banks
BOX 3 20. American Exchange Securities Corp.
BOX 3 21. Ames, Emerich & Co.
BOX 3 22. Anglo-South American Trust Co.
BOX 3 23. Bache, J. S. & Co.
BOX 3 24. Bancamerica-Blair Corp.
BOX 3 25. Bankers Trust Co.
BOX 3 26. Bank for Savings in the City of New York
BOX 3 27. Bank of America, National Association
BOX 3 28. Bank of Manhattan Trust Co.
BOX 3 29. Bronx County Trust Co.
BOX 3 30. Brooklyn Trust Co.
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BOX 3 31. Brown Brothers, Harriman & Co.
BOX 3 32. Central Hanover Bank & Trust Co.
BOX 3 33. Chase National Bank of the City of New York
BOX 3 34. Chemical Bank & Trust Co.
BOX 4 35. City Bank Farmers Trust Co.
BOX 4 36. Corn Exchange Bank & Trust Co.
BOX 4 37. Dillon, Read & Co.
BOX 4 38. Fidelity Philadelphia Trust Co. [one of Morgan Group]
BOX 4 39. First National Bank of the City of New York
BOX 4 40. Girard Trust Co. of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania [one of Morgan Group]
BOX 4 41. Goldman, Sachs & Co.
BOX 4 42. Guaranty Trust Co. of New York [one of Morgan Group]
BOX 4 43. Hallgarten & Co.
BOX 4 44. Halsey Stuart & Co.
BOX 4 45. Irving Trust Co.
BOX 4 46. Kissel Kennicutt & Co.
BOX 4 47. Kuhn, Loeb & Co.
BOX 4 48. Ladenburg, Thalmann & Co.
BOX 4 49. Lee Higginson & Co.
BOX 4 50. Lisman Corp.
BOX 4 51. Manufacturers Trust Co.
BOX 4 52. Marine Midland Trust Co.
BOX 4 53. Morgan, J. P. & Co.
BOX 4 54. National City Bank of New York
BOX 4 55. New York Trust Co. [one of Morgan Group]
BOX 4 56. Rollins, E. H. & Co.
BOX 4 57. Schroder, J. Henry Banking Corp.
BOX 4 58. Seligman, J. & W. & Co.
BOX 4 59. Speyer & Co.
BOX 4 60. Title Guarantee & Trust Co.
BOX 4 61. White, Weld & Co.
BOX 4 62. Bell, George, General Federation of Trade Unions, 1924, 1927-1928, 1937
BOX 4 63. Boeing Aircraft, Seattle, Wash.
BOX 5 64. "C" miscellaneous
BOX 5 65. Calamity of Prosperity
BOX 5 66. Calamity of Recovery
BOX 5 67. CIO, Statement of Charges against CIO Presented by Frey
BOX 5 68. Citrine, Walter N.
BOX 5 69. Communism.
BOX 5 69. 1, Not in Collection
BOX 5 70. 2, Personal Items Relative to Communist Officers of CIO
BOX 5 71. 3-4, Not in Collection
BOX 5 72. 5, Communism Changes Policies to Work with CIO
BOX 5 73. 6, Communist Party Official Statements and Instructions
BOX 5 74. 7, Central Committee Communist Party Reports of Meetings
BOX 5 75. 8, Communist Party, Party and District Conferences

Correspondence and Other Papers, 1903-1951

Container Contents
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BOX 5 76. 9, Communism and Steel Organizing
BOX 5 77. 10, Articles on United Front, Farm Labor
BOX 5 78. 11, Not in Collection
BOX 5 79. 12, Office Workers
BOX 5 80. 13, School Teachers Union, New York City
BOX 5 81. 14, Affidavits
BOX 5 82. 15, Communist Infiltration
BOX 5 82a. 16, Not in Collection
BOX 5 83. 17, Communists in Tampa
BOX 5 84. 18, Steel Workers Organizing Committee, Educational Camp
BOX 5 85. 19, United Front
BOX 5 86. 20, Communist Instructions to Steel Workers Organizing Committee, Delegates
BOX 5 87. 21, Vincent Favorito
BOX 5 88. 22, Incident Individuals
BOX 5 89. 23, Roy Hudson
BOX 5 90. 24, Individual Communists
BOX 6 91. 25, Mary Heaton Vorse
BOX 6 92-93. 26-27, Not in Collection
BOX 6 94. 28, National Committee Communist Party, 1938
BOX 6 95. Craft versus Industrial Unionism
BOX 6 95. Material File No.
BOX 6 95. 1-A
BOX 6 96. 1-B
BOX 6 97. 1-C
BOX 6 98. 2-A
BOX 6 99. 2-B
BOX 6 100. 2-C
BOX 6 101. Correspondence File No.
BOX 6 101. 1-A
BOX 6 102. 1-B
BOX 6 103. 1-C
BOX 6 104. 2-A
BOX 7 105. Craft versus Industrial Unionism
BOX 7 105. Correspondence File No.
BOX 7 105. 2-B
BOX 7 106. 2-C
BOX 7 107. Conference with Industrialists
BOX 7 108. "Courage of Fearlessness"
BOX 7 109. "Craft Unions of Ancient and Modern Times"
BOX 7 109. Correspondence: 1929, 1940-1946
BOX 7 110. Notes
BOX 7 111. Typescript Copy
BOX 7 112. "D" miscellaneous
BOX 7 113. Detroit-YMCA (1926)
BOX 7 114. Dies Committee Hearing (1)
BOX 8 115. Dies Committee Hearing (2)

Correspondence and Other Papers, 1903-1951

Container Contents

John P. Frey Papers  8



BOX 8 116. Dies Committee Hearing (3)
BOX 8 117. Dies Committee Hearing (4)
BOX 8 118. Dietz, Peter E.
BOX 8 119. Donnelly, Thomas J. (Ohio State Federation of Labor)
BOX 8 120. Draper, Walter A. (1)
BOX 8 121. Draper, Walter A. (2)
BOX 8 122. Du Brul, Ernest
BOX 8 123. Europe, 1918
BOX 9 124. "F" miscellaneous
BOX 9 125. "Federal Agencies-Labor Policy-Home Front," Jan. 1944
BOX 9 126. Federationist Articles
BOX 9 127. Foreign Loans
BOX 9 128. Foster, William Trufant, Pollak Foundation for Economic Research
BOX 9 129. Frey, John P., Personal
BOX 9 129. 1903, 1908-1912
BOX 9 130. 1913, 1916-1917, 1919, 1921, 1923
BOX 9 131. 1927-1928, 1930-1934, 1936-1938, 1940-1941
BOX 9 132. 1942-1943, 1945, 1948, 1951
BOX 9 133. Retirement, 1950 (1)
BOX 9 134. Retirement, 1950 (2)
BOX 9 135. Future Craftsmen of America (National Constitution and Bylaws of the Apprentice

Craftsmen of America)
BOX 10 136. "G" miscellaneous
BOX 10 137. Gompers, Samuel
BOX 10 137. Biography
BOX 10 137. Motion Picture
BOX 10 138. Correspondence, 1908-1924
BOX 10 139. Gompers Stories
BOX 10 140. Committee Planning 100th Anniversary Celebration of Birth of AFL Founder, 27

Jan. 1950
BOX 10 141. Goodyear Zeppelin Case, circa 1931
BOX 10 142. Great Britain: Notes on Industrial Mobilization in Great Britain
BOX 10 143. Green, William, four letters, 1925, 1927
BOX 10 144. "H" miscellaneous
BOX 10 145. Henderson, A., 1910, 1917
BOX 10 146. Housing, 1929
BOX 10 147. Hoover Commission on Reorganization of the Federal Government, [1949]
BOX 10 148. Howard, Francis W., Bishop of Covington, Ky, 1928-1948
BOX 10 149. Hoxie, Robert F.
BOX 10 149. 1913, 1915-1917
BOX 10 150. Notes re Trade Unionism (1)
BOX 10 151. Notes re Trade Unionism (2)
BOX 11 152. Injunction: "Comments on Labor Injunction," 1922-1923
BOX 11 153. Injunctions
BOX 11 153. 1910-1911, 1914, 1917, 1920-1923
BOX 11 154. 1906-1927
BOX 11 155. Insurance Companies: An Analysis of the Thirty Most Important Insurance Companies

Correspondence and Other Papers, 1903-1951

Container Contents
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BOX 11 155. A-M (1)
BOX 11 156. N-W [Z] (2)
BOX 11 157. International Economic Conference, Geneva, Switzerland, 1927
BOX 11 158. International Typographical Union, 1947-1949
BOX 11 159. "K" miscellaneous
BOX 11 160. Kummer, Fritz, 1928-1937
BOX 12 161. "L" miscellaneous
BOX 12 162. "Labor Conscription," Feb. 1944
BOX 12 163. Literary Club, Cincinnati, Ohio
BOX 12 164. "M" miscellaneous
BOX 12 165. "Madison Minutes," Constitutional Convention of 1787, [Letter, Dr. J. Harte, 23 Feb.

1937]
BOX 12 166. Masonry, [1932] and Melrose Abbey, [1927, 1939]
BOX 12 167. McFadden, Louis T., [Congressman from Pennsylvania] (1930-1933]
BOX 12 168. Mooney, Thomas J., [1931-1934, 1939]
BOX 12 169. "Mc" miscellaneous
BOX 12 170. National Labor Relations Board, Hearings before Special Committee of the H.R. to

Investigate the NLRB., 14, Dec. 1939 [Letter E. M. Toland, 19 Oct. 1939]
BOX 12 171. National Program, White House, 1935 [Letter John R. Steelman, 28 Dec. 1940]
BOX 12 172. National Republican Congressional Committee, J. Frederick Richardson, (1938-1939)
BOX 12 173. Navy Department Material regarding Wage Bill, 1947-1948
BOX 12 174. Negro Question, Interracial Conference, [1929, 1933, 1942]
BOX 12 175. New Wage Principle, "Outline of a Theory of Wages"
BOX 12 176. Shorter Work Week
BOX 12 177. Notes and Memoranda [regarding Labor Problems] (1)
BOX 12 178. Notes and Memoranda [regarding Labor Problems] (2)
BOX 13 179. Olander, Victor A., [1928-1949]
BOX 13 180. Open Shop
BOX 13 180. Address regarding, 7 July 1921
BOX 13 181. Debates on, 11 May 1921 and 30 Jan. 1922
BOX 13 182. Miscellaneous Material 1920-1922
BOX 13 183. "P" miscellaneous
BOX 13 184. Percy, Lord Eustace
BOX 13 185. Porter, Paul R.
BOX 13 186. Public Utilities, District of Columbia
BOX 13 187. "R" miscellaneous
BOX 13 188. Resolutions Committee, AFL Conventions, 1935-1937 (1)
BOX 13 189. Resolutions Committee, AFL Conventions, 1935-1937 (2)
BOX 13 190. Ross, Lt. Col. C. B.
BOX 13 190. 1929-1930
BOX 13 191. 1932-1934
BOX 13 192. Russia, Correspondence, 1931
BOX 14 193. "S" miscellaneous
BOX 14 194. Sadler, Major W. H. (War Department), 1938-1941
BOX 14 195. San Francisco Strike and Lockout, 1924
BOX 14 196. Schneider, Herman (Died 28 Mar. 1939)
BOX 14 197. Scientific Management

Correspondence and Other Papers, 1903-1951
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BOX 14 198. Shipbuilders, Pacific Coast
BOX 14 198. Zone Agreement Conference, 1941 (1)
BOX 14 199. Zone Agreement Conference, 1941 (2)
BOX 14 200. Machinists' Strike, May 1941 (1)
BOX 14 201. Machinists' Strike, May 1941 (2)
BOX 14 202. Shop Elections, Navy Yards, (1928-1939)
BOX 15 203. Slichter, Sumner H., 1930-1948
BOX 15 204. "T" miscellaneous
BOX 15 205. Taylor Society, [1931]
BOX 15 206. Teachers, American Federation of, Investigation Committee, G. M. Gugniazet and T. E.

Burke, 1936
BOX 15 207. Technological Studies, Tentative Report of Subcommittee on, Nov. 1931
BOX 15 208. Technological Unemployment, Subcommittee on, 1931
BOX 15 209. Trade Unions of Asia Minor, Buckler's Notes and Correspondence on, 1919
BOX 15 210. Training, Plant Training in the Garment and Textile Industries
BOX 15 211. "U" miscellaneous
BOX 15 212. "Undercurrents," 1927
BOX 15 213. "W" miscellaneous
BOX 15 214. "Wages, Prices, & Stable Prosperity," Oct. 1945
BOX 15 215. Woll, Matthew, 1927
BOX 15 216. Workers' Education Bureau, 1926-1927
BOX 15 217. Wright, Chester M.
BOX 16 218. Yellow Dog Contract Material
BOX 16 218. General Correspondence, 1924-1928
BOX 16 219. House Bill No. 201, 1925
BOX 16 220. House Bill No. 52, 1928-1929
BOX 16 221. Individual Contracts, 1906, 1926-1930
BOX 16 222. Legal Briefs and Court Decisions, 1885-1931
BOX 16 223. Senate Bill No. 30, 1927 (1)
BOX 16 224. Senate Bill No. 30, 1927 (2)
BOX 16 225. Senate Bill No. 30, 1927 (3)
BOX 16 226. Miscellaneous

BOX 17-18 Speeches and Statements, 1927-1950
Multicopy and typescript copies of addresses, lectures, and public statements.
Arranged chronologically by year.

BOX 17 227. 1927
BOX 17 228. 1928
BOX 17 229. 1929
BOX 17 230. 1930
BOX 17 231. 1931
BOX 17 232. 1932
BOX 17 233. 1933
BOX 17 234. 1934 (None for 1934)
BOX 17 235. 1935
BOX 18 236. 1936

Correspondence and Other Papers, 1903-1951
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BOX 18 237. 1937
BOX 18 238. 1938
BOX 18 239. 1939
BOX 18 240. 1940
BOX 18 241. 1941
BOX 18 242. 1942
BOX 18 243. 1943
BOX 18 244. 1944
BOX 18 245. 1945
BOX 18 246. 1946
BOX 18 247. 1947
BOX 18 248. 1948
BOX 18 249. 1949
BOX 18 250. 1950
BOX 18 251. Undated

BOX 19-21 Printed Matter, 1891-1946
Periodicals, pamphlets, magazines, and clippings containing material by or about Frey or

relating to activities in which he was engaged.
Arranged chronologically by year or group of years.

BOX 19 252. 1891, 1906, 1908, 1910
BOX 19 253. 1913, 1916-1921
BOX 19 254. 1923, 1925-1928
BOX 19 255. 1929-1930
BOX 19 256. 1931
BOX 20 257. 1932
BOX 20 258. 1933
BOX 20 259. 1935 (None for 1934)
BOX 20 260. 1936
BOX 20 261. 1937
BOX 20 262. 1938
BOX 20 263. 1940-1941, 1944, 1946, undated (None for 1939)
BOX 20 264. Newspaper Clippings, 1914-1933
BOX 21 Metal Trades Department, AFL, Annual Convention Proceedings, 1927-1949 (No Material for

1945)

BOX 22-28 Miscellany, 1908-1950
Notebooks regarding Frey's activities as a labor leader, diary of a voyage to London and return

in 1936, and Frey's personal index to the International Molders Journal during the period
of his editorship in 1908-1927. Also scrapbooks of newspaper clippings dealing with the
activities of the American Federation of Labor and of Frey, and Russian posters.

The scrapbooks are arranged chronologically, although the periods covered by the volumes
often overlap.

BOX 22 Notebooks, Nos. 1- 4 and 4a
BOX 22 Diary, Voyage to London, England and Return, 2-28 Dec. 1936
BOX 22 Index, International Molders Journal, 1908-1927

Speeches and Statements, 1927-1950

Container Contents

John P. Frey Papers  12



BOX 23 Scrapbooks
BOX 23 circa 1908-Apr. 1935
BOX 24 July 1935-Sept. 1938
BOX 25 Sept. 1937-Oct. 1941
BOX 26 Jan. 1938-Mar. 1942
BOX 27 Dec. 1942-Feb. 1950
BOX 27 Poster, circa 1929 See Oversize

BOX 28-32 Addition
A writing, a speech, a photograph, and Shipbuilding Stabilization Committee material.
Arranged by type of material.

BOX 28 Writing, "Trade Union Experiences"
BOX 28 Speech before the Literary Club, Cincinnati, Ohio, "The First Temple in Jerusalem," 1953
BOX 28 Photograph of Frey
BOX 29-32 Shipbuilding Stabilization Committee

BOX OV 1 Oversize, circa 1929
Poster.
Described according to the container from which it was removed.

BOX OV 1 Miscellany
BOX OV 1 Poster, circa 1929 (Container 27)

Miscellany, 1908-1950

Container Contents
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