
f: 546 
.G97 

COpy 1 

G EOGRAPHY OF ILLINOIS~ 

I 

-
..... 


c.. 
Copl/l'lgI,t 1877, by SCRI lJNER, ARJlSTRONG oi COJI P.LVY. 



EXPLANATION 

Cr.-eleex l\It.-llount 
Cy. ­ City R.. - Rh'er 
E-. ­ East St. - Saint 
Fk.-}o~ork s.. - South 
L. - L:1ke Sta.­ St3tion 
Lit.­ Little V. - Ville 

"'W.-West 

,*,CAP.ITAL OF STATE ®County Seat. ®o City. oTown,Vlllagc 

40 

State:Bouncbty .... .-...... CoUDty Boundary 
Rall:Roods ____ Canals 

LiiJht Buff repT~enta Lowland8. 
Dark Buff TeprlUt~J,s Higlter Land" 

Scale 
G~rap"htcal Mild 

30 20 10 10 20 30 40 

lUCQf'din!] to.AC: vf Ccmgrua in 

00 

L A 

CHI(JA:N 



MAP ST1JDIES. 

62 3 4 5 

Po81tion.-Between what two parallels of latitude is TIlinois chiefly situated? 
What meridian crosses the State nearest the middle? What rivers and lake form 
parts of the boundaries of llIinois? What States lie adjacent to lllinois? 

Sur1"ace and Drainage.-In what part of Dlinois are the higher lands? In 
what general direction does the surface slope, as shown by the course of the streams? 

What stream crosses the entire State from north-east to south-west? What two 
streams unite to form the Illinois? Where are their sources? What other important 
tributaries has the Illinois? What small lakes are drained by the illinois and its 
trihutaries ? 

Describe the course of Rock River ; Kaskaskia River; Muddy River; Saline River; 
Embarras River; Vermillion River. 

Counties.-What counties of Illinois border upon the Mississippi? Upon the 
Ohio? Upon ·Ghe Wabash? Upon Lake Michigan? What counties lie upon the 
Indiana border to the north of the Wabash? What counties lie upon the Wisoonsin 
border? 

What counties are bordered or crossed by Rock River? by the Illinois? by the 
Sangamon? by the Fox? by the Kaskaskia? by the Saline? by the Embarras? by 
the Des Plaines? by the Kankakee? 

Citie8 an(1 Town8.-What great city of Illinois is situated on Lake Michigan? 
What important city on the Mississippi, near the mouth of Rock River? ·What city 
at the confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi? What impOl-tant city a few miles 
above the confluence of the Mississippi and the Missouri? What and where is the 
capital of the State? What important city on the Mississippi, nearly due west of 
Springfield? What city on the 11Iinois, at the outlet of Peona Lake? What city is 
situated at the confluence of TIlinois and Fox rivers? What two important cities on 
the TIlinois, a little below Ottawa? What important city on the r:oilroad nearly due 
south of La Salle? 

Where is Chicago? Quincy? Peoria? Springfield? Bloomington? Normal? 
Aurora? Galesburg? Rockford? Jacksonville? Alton? East St. Louis? Belle­
ville? Rock Island? Joliet? Decatur? La Salle? P eru? Ottawa? Galena? 
Champaign ? 

In what part of the State, and how situated, is Elgin? Cairo? Kankakee? 
Dh:on? Waukegan? Danville? Streator? Lincoln? Pekin? Mendota? Free­
port? Vandalia? Abingdon? Pontiac? Monmouth? Carlinville? Litchfield? 
Carbondale? 

Which of all the cities named are on Lake Michigan? "Which are on the Missis­
sippi? Which are on the Illinois and its tributaries? Which are on the Dlinois 
Central Railroad? 

Drawing the Dlap. 1. Draw a very light horizontal line and divide it into 
seven equal parts, using one part (equal to about 30 miles) as a measure (M). 

2. At each end and at each point of division draw vertical lines downward. 
3. Layoff on the right-hand vertical line, 13 M's, and draw horizontal lines at the 

end points marked. 
4. Place, by observing their position on the horizontal and vertical line in the plan, 

the extreme north-western, north-eastern, south-western, and BOuth-eastern points 
of the State. 

5. Trace the northern boundary of the State. 
6. Trace the eastern, southern, and western boundaries of the State. 
7. Trace the boundaries of the counties, commencing with the most western county 

in the northern tier. 
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NOTE.-It is impossible, in an article of limited length, to describe the surface, resource~, and business of each of the several counties Bnd towns of the State; neither is such a. description 
neces.~ry. The leaclte1', if '\ resident of the county or town in which he is teaching, will have, from his personal observation, a much better knowledge of it than any book could give; 
and if a stran,aer, he can ascertain, by conversation with his patrons, all that he needs to know, to give his pupi1s a. good idea of such parts as lie beyon d the range of their own observation. 

The best method of carrying on these lessons will be to give the pupIls, each day, a. few of the questions indicated below, requesting them to ascertain by observation or by inquiry 
ns mnch as pos-'iible npon each point. On the morrow call upon them to state all they have thus been able to learn j and afterward give as much additional information as may be thought 
necessary or desirable. Finish the lesson by drawing a map of the town and locating it" mountains, streams, and villages. 

Stu(ly of the Pupil's Town. In what t )wn is the school situated? In what 
part of the county is this town situated? Row is it bounded? What is its length, 
and what its breadth? How many square miles does it contain? Is the surface 
level, hilly, or mountainous? What mountains (if any) in this town? What 
streams (if any) cross it? What lakes or ponds lie within, or partly within it? In 
what parts of the town are they? What streams bring water into them? What 
streams .carry the water out from them? Does this town possess any valuable mines 
or quarrles? In what parts of the town are they situated? 

What is obtained from the mines? What is obtained from the quarries? Which 
do the farmers of the town chiefly raise, grain or stock? Why is this? What are 
the principal crops raised in the town? Where is the farm produce carried to 
market? By what means is it transported? 

What important manufactories are situated in this town? In what parts of the 
town are they located? What streams (if any) furnish the power? What materials 
are used in these factories? Where are these materials obtained? 

What articles are made from these materials? Where are these articles sent for 
market? How are they sent? What villages or boroughs are situated in this town? 
In what parts of the town are they? What are the principal kinds of business in 

each? What railroads or stage roads cross this town? To what places do they lead ? 
What officers have charge of the public business and interests of the town ? 

Stmly 01" the County. What is the name of this county? In wbat part of 
the State is it situated? How is this county bounded? What i. its greatest 
extent from f'ast to west? (Measure wittl the scale at the margin of the map.) · What 
is its extent from north to south? 

What mountains (if anl) border or traverse this county? What prominent peaks 
(if any) are included wlthin its territory? In what part of the county are they 
situated? 

What river or river" traverse this county? What lake or lakes (if any) are in­
cluded in it? Into which streams do these lakes discharge? Into how many towns 
is this county divided? Name the border towns, commencing with the most north­
westerly? Name the interior towns. What important cities or borou~hs are situated 
in this county? In what town, and on what stream, if any, is each sItnated ? 

What is the county-seat of this county? In what part of the county is it situated? 
What railroads cross this county Y What towns are traversed by each? What cities 
or boroughs are situated upon each? 
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Water·Works.Chamber of Commerce. Union Park. 

CHICAGO. 

POSITION AND EXTENT. 
'.l'~e State of Illinois is situated between the parallels of 37 0 and 

42 0 30' north latitude; and between the meridians of 87" 32' and 91 0 

40' west fi:on;: Greenwich. The western extreme of the State is aLout 
140 west of Washington. 

· Tl1e entIre western and southern boundaries are formed by the 
Mississippi and the Ohio; and a large part of the eastern by Lake 
Michigan and the Wabash River. The jurisdiction of the State ex.­
tends eastward to the middle of the Lake. 

The adjacent States are Wisconsin on the north, Indiana on the 
cast, Kentucky on the south, and Missouri and Iowa on the 
west. 

The greatest breadth of Illinois is about 220 miles; the greatest 
length 370 miles. The total area, according to the State Auditol', 
is 55,872 square miles, or 35,758,080 acres. 

SURFACE. 
The State of Illinois is situated in the lowest part of the Upper 

Mississippi basin. It is a vast plain, with an average elevation of 
only about 600 feet above the sea level-being but seventeen feet 
higher than the lake. 

The whole State has a gentle slope towards the south and west, the 
water·shed between the tributaries of the Illinois and streams entering 
Lake Michigan being a belt of low hills and banks of sand and gravel, 
but few miles from the lake shore. '1'he Ohio at its confluence with 
the Mississippi is but 290 feet above the sea, nearly 300 feet lower 

than the lake. 
The highest land in the State lies within the northern border coun­

ties, between Fl'eeport' and Galena, where the" Mounds" reach an 

altitude of 900 feet above the Ohio bottom-land, and nearly 1,200 

feet above the sea level. 
The general sU~'face of the State is either level or slightly undu­

'lating; but the extreme nOl'th-,vesterly portion is quite broken, and 
a small chain of hills rises in the southern part, in the lati tude of 
Jonesboro. 

The uniformity of the surface is varied by valleys, excavated by the 
rivers, deep below the general level of the adjacent country. They 
are nearly parallel in direction, extending down the general slope of 
the State fi'om north-east to south-west. The principal are the nli­
nois, Rock River, and Kaskaskia valleys. 

These valleys, at the bottom of which is a greater or less breadth 

of the flat alluvial bottom-land, are bordered by abrupt bluffs '01' river 
hills. Seen from the stream they are often highly picturesque, and 
give the impression of a hilly or mountainous country adjacent to it. 
They are, however, only the sides of the deep channel cut down into 
the plain by the great streams of an earlier period. 

The valley of th~ Mississippi is of the same character, but much 
broader and deeper; being, in the part of its course adjacent to Illi­
nois, bordered by bluffs from 200 to 400 or more feet above the 
river. The highest bluffs on the Illinois are only from 100 to 150 
feet. Into the main' valley open many secondary valleys cut by 
tributary streams. The bottom lands on the Illinois and Mississippi 
are fl'om one to two miles wide. 

DRAINAGE. 
The flowing waters of Illinois belong almost wholly to the Missis­

sippi system-only insignificant streams entering the lake from this 
State. 

The most important river within the State is the Illinois, which, 
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flowing in a south-westerly direction, enters the Mississippi a few Ialso occurs in Hardin and Pope counties, in the south-eastern part 
miles above the mouth of the Missom·i. It is navigable for a dis- of the State. 
Lance of 220 miles. An expansion of the stream in the middle part Iron, in one form or another, is common in nearly all parts of the 
of its course forms Peoria Lake. coal region; but the ores have not been worked, except to a small 

The Illinois is formed by the confluence of the Des Plaines and the extent in Hardin county. 
Kankakee, which unite in the north· eastern part of the State. The Potter's clay is abundant in the southernmost portions of the 
former rises in the south-eastern corner of WiSCOllSlll, anu flows State, especially in Union, Alexander, and Pope counties; and ex­
southward, a few miles from the shore of Lake Michigan, turning ! tensive deposits of fire-clay occur in Vermilion County. 
south-westward nearly opposite Chicago. I Salt-'springs al'e Jlumerous in the southern and south-eastern part 

The Kankakee rises in northern Jndiana and pm-sues an irregular iof the State, and medicinal springs occur in varirms places. Among 
westerly c~urse. to th~ Des Plaines: . . 

The chief tnbutanes of the IlhnOls are the Fox River and the 
Sangamon. The former rises in south-eastern Wisconsin, drains a 
number of lakelets in that State and northern Illinois, flows south­
wardly and enters the Illinois at Ottawa. The Sangamon, with its 
tributaries, drains the central counties, and takes a westerly course. 

Rock River crosses the north-western part of the State, entering 
the Mississippi just below Rock Island. It has its sources in lakes 
in eastern and southern Wisconsin. 

The Kaskaskia rises not far from the head-waters of the Saugamoll, 
and flows southward, entering the Mississippi at Chester. 

The Embarras and Little WabaSh, tributaries of the Wabash, and 
the Saline, entering the Ohio, are the principal streams in the south­
em pad of the State. 

MINERAL WEALTH. 
The mineral productions of Illinois include lead, coal, salt, marble, 

limestone, and sandstone. 
An immense field of bituminous coal, estimated at 37,000 square 

miles, underlies nearly all the middle and southern cOllnties. Its 
northern boundary may be approximately marked by a line extending 
from the mouth of Rock River eastward through La Salle County, 
thence south-east to the Indiana border. 

This area includes seven successive workable seams, having together an 
average thickness of twenty-seven feet. No other country, of the same area, 
on the globe, can compare with Illinois in the extent and value of its deposits 
of fossil fuel. . 

The working of the coal is at present confined mainly to the mar'­
gins, 01' outcrop of the coal-field, where the thickest seams are found 
at a llluch less depth than in the central part. 

Limestone abounds in the counties north of the coal-field an.d 
along the Ohio and Mississippi. The best varieties fo1' building pur­
poses in the northern counties are found in Cook, Will, La Salle, and 
Rock Island. Jersey and Union counties are also famolls fOl' thei1' 
limestone quarries. Jackson and Alexander have valuable mal'ble 
quarries. 

Sandstone, suitable for building purposes, is also abundant in the 
counties along the Mississippi. In Lee and La. Salie al'e qnan-ies of 
St. Peter's sandstone, furnishing a fine white sand, suitable for glass-
making. 

Lead abounds. in the extreme north-westerly part of the State, 
occurring in crevices, seams, and caverns, in the limestone rock. The 
workable seams are confined to Jo Daviess and Stephenson counties, 
the most productive being at and near Galena. 

This forms part of the great lead region of the Upper Mississippi, 
which includes also the south-western part of Wisconsin ami the au­
jacent parts of Iowa-one of the richest lead regions known. Leatl 

Ithe . mos~ cel~brated of the latter are Perry Springs, and Dutton 
Spl'mgs, m Pike County. 

CLIMATE. 
The State of Illinois, extending through nearly six degrees of lati­

tude, presents a very considerable diversity both in regard to temper­
ature and rain-fall. 

The average annual temperature varies from 55° Fahrenheit, in 
the southern part below the latitude of St. Louis, to 47° in the north­
ern tier of counties-making a rlifference of eight degrees. In gen­
eral, also, the average temperature on the Mississippi is a little highel' 
than in corresponding latitudes 011 the eastern border of the State. 

The contmst in the temperature of winter and summer is very 
marked. Lying in the central part of the great plain which extends 
without interruption fmm the Arctic Ocean to the Gulf of Mexico, 
Illinois is exposed in winter to the full force of the icy polar winds; 
while in spring and summer it is swept by the warm return-trades 
fl'om the south and sOllth-west. 

Hence, while the spring and summer al'e warmer than the latitude. 
wou ld indicate, the winter, though not long, is severe, especially in 
the midtlle and northern part of the State. Jn the south the influ­
ence of the polar ,wind is less marked, and the wintel' temperature 
is about the same as in corresponding latitudes on the sea-board. 

The effect of the lake upon the climate of the adjacent lands is ap­
parent, Chicago having perceptibly mild& winters and coolel' sum· 
mel'S than Rock Island, though in nearly the .same latitude. 

The rain-fall diminishes gradually from the south to north. The 
mean annual fall of rain in the southern third of the State is about 
forty-fom' inches, while ill the northern counties it is from thirty­
six to forty inches. 

The distribution of moistme in the different parts of the year is 
quite unequal-very much more water falling in spring and summer 
than in autumn and winter. This is dne to the fact that the return­
trades, which blow in spring and summel', come laden with vapor 
from the warm waters of the Gulf of Mexico, while the polal' winds 
are dryas w:ell as cold. 

SOIL AND FORESTS. 
The State of Illinois is one of the most fertile 111 the Union, and 

almost its entire sUt·face is capable of cultivation. The alluvial bot­
tom lands along the rivers, naturally the richest lands in the State, 
in many cases requil'e draining before they can be successfully culti­
vated. 

In the middle and northern districts the larger pal·t of the snrface, 
naturally destitute of forests, consists of the prairies, or gl'assy plains, 
for which Illinois is so famous. They occupy nearly two-thirds of 
the area of the State. 

The soil of the prairies is a rich black loam, underlaid by a fine 
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bl"Own clay abounding in organic matter. This often extends to a crops, together furnish the most favorable conditions for the pursuit 

great depth, and is inexhaustible in its productive qualities. of a!!riculture upon a vast scale. 


The prairie region is believed to have been covel'ed oliginally with B~lt little more than two-thirds of the entire area of the State has 

mal'shes Ol' shallow water, which produced a peculiar gr'owth of vege- been brought und_er cultivation; yet the value of agricult~ral pro­

tation and a great variety of the animal species belonging to such duce in the State, as given by the census of 1870, was In round 

localities. numbers $2ll,OOO,OOO-a sum surpassed by New York alone. 

The growth and deC'dy of these, through long periods, gradually Com is the staple farm crop throughout the State; but the Lest 
formed the soil which at length filled up the basins and converted com for milling purposes, as well as the largeRt yield, is obtained from 
the lakes anel marshes into the vast, level prairies which we now the middle (listricts, especially in the Illinois River basin. 
see.* Before they were bmught under cultivation, they continued Wheat is l'elatively less important than formerly, and its culture 
to be enriched year by year by the decomposition of the magnificent occupies at the present time only one-third as large an area as COl'll. 
growth of grass and herbage which they produced. Winter wheat is more generally grown in the forest counties in the 

The surface of the southern part of the State, for a distance of sixty southern part of the State; while in the prairie regiun spring wheat is 
miles or mpre fl'om the Ohio, beal's a luxuriant forest-growth. The preferred, as the other is liable to winter-killing. 
timber consists of different species of oak, walnut, maple, poplar, ash, Oats are extensively raised in the northern part of the State, 
and elm; together with linden, locllst, cotton-wood, sycamore, mul- especially in Will, Cook, and La Salle Counties. 
betTy, pecan, and numerous less important varieties. Rye, barley, buckwheat, and flax, are very generally cultivated, 

'fhe Mississippi bottom-land, and the bottoms along the streams in together with potatoes in the northern, and sweet potatoes in the 
all the middle and northern parts of the State, are well wooded, and southern half of the State. Hops are quite largely grown in some of 
isolated groves OCCUl' from time to time in the open prairie country. the north-easterly counties, and tobacco in the southern pot·tion of 

The absence of forest-growth over so large a portion of the State the State, especially in Saline-and Williamson Counties. 
is attributed to the unequal distribution of moisture in the different , Apples are produced in all parts of the State, both for home con­
seasons of the year. The prairie region of the Upper Mississippi sumption and for export; alld peaches are extensively cultivated in 
forms a natural transition between the forest-covered lands adjacent the southern portion. G.·apes succeed in neaL"ly all parts of the 
to the Appalachian motmtains, abounding in moisture in all seasons, State, but do best in the col'll lands of the Illinois basin and along the 
and the barren plains near the Rocky mountains, which are almost Mist;issippi. The smaller garden fruits, also, are very generally clllti­
destitute of rain. vated. 

The raising of horses, lLlules, neat cattle, sheep, and swine, is an 
POPU LATION AN D WEALTH. importaut branch of agriculture throughout the State; and dairying 

· is largely on the increase in the nol'theastern counties. lmmense The total Ipopu atlOll of Illinois, according to the census of 1870, 
was 2,539,891, since which time it is estimated there has been an numbers of cattle and swine are annually fattened for slaughter, this 
increase of nearly 500,000. The colored population amounts to business being gl'eatly encouraged by t.he small cost of the COl'll crop. 
nearly 30,000. Manufacturing is largely on t~e incl'eas~ in Illinois. The total 

Of the total population about one-fifth are of foreign birth, of annual product o~ the manufactol'les, ac~ol'(hng to the census of 1870, 
which much the lal'ger part come fwm Germany and Ireland. was nearly. equal m value _to t~at of ~gnculture. , . , 

OFthe population of American birth, a very consideraJ:>le share has The le~dmg ,manufa~turll1g I,ndustl'les a~'e flom'-mllh~g, meat ctll'~ng 
been contributed by the older States comin" in the northern part and packmg; Iron fOl'gmg, rolhng ant! castmg; the sawmg and plamug 

. mainly from the east, especially from Ohio, N';w York, and New Eng: of lumber, and the pI~oduction of distilled and malt liquors. 
land. In the south the immigration has been more largely from In- Among the ot~er Importa~t manufactures are agricultural imple­
diana and Kentucky. ments and machmery, clothmg, leather, boots and shoes, carriages 

-In natural wealth, consisting of arable land, forests, and valuable and wagons, and woolen goods. 

minel'al deposits, Illinois is one of the most favored States of the 
Union; while in the rapidity with which these resources are being I .The mines of coal and lead, and the quarries of building stone, also give 
developed, and in the rate of increase of population, no State sur­
passes this. 

The total valuation of property in the State in 1870 amounted to 
2,121i millions of dollars, against 872 millions in 1860, and 156t 
millions in 1850. The population has increased more than three-fold 
during the same period. 

OCCUPATIONS AND PRODUCTIONS. 
Agriculture and manufacturing are the great sources of wealth in 

Illinois. 

The inexhaustible fertility of the soil in the prairie re!li.on the 
1>'absence of any obstacles to its culture-such as forests Ol' rocks requir­

-in" to be remove -and the level surface permittin<Y the use of 
o , I>

machinery everywhere in both the cultivation and harvestina of the 
_________ _ _________________0 ___ 

* Prof. Lesquereux, in Report of llliuois S.Hvey, Vol. I, 

employment to a large number of workmen. The annual product of coal i.~ 
about 2,500,000 tons. ­

COMMERCE. 
Though far removed from the sea-board, Illinois enjoys natural 

facilities for general commerce unsurpassed by any State. 
Lake Michigan bOl.ders upon the eastern boundary for a distance 

of sixty miles, and opens communication with the entire St. Lawrence 
basin and the Atlantic sea-board. 

The Mississippi forms the entire westel'll boundary a distance of 
over 550 miles, naviaable for large l'iver st b ~, Th OJ' . I> eam oa s. e 110 
skil'ts the southern boundary for 130 mil d 1 W b h h , es, an t Je a as t e 
eastern, through 120 mIles Thus the St te 1 . bl f ­. . a las a naVlga e l'ontler 
of 860 mIles-about two-thil'ds its entire outl' 1 b t 

_. , " . me-am access y wa er 
to the entIre MlSSISSIPIH baSIn and the Gulf coast. 

The Illinois River, which tra'-el-ses the richest corn lands of the 

http:re!li.on
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State, and is na"igable for a distance of 220 miles, is connected at La corner of Monroe Oounty; their object being to work the rich mines 
Salle, by a canal 100 miles long, with the south-western branch of Ohi- of silver and gold, which the French then believed to exist in Illinois. 
cago river. Thus a water thoroughfare is open"d across the State, In 1720, Fort Ohartres was built on the Mississippi,-twenty-two 
between the Mississippi and Lake Michigan, and a flow of water miles north-west of Kaskaskia. This was, for the next fifty years, the 
f..om the lattel' to the former is secured. The canal-boats are pro- most important fortress on the Mississippi. In the following year, 
pellec~ by steam. il. Jesuit monastery and college were established at Kaskaskia,.and 

Ratlroads cross the State in evel-Y direction, giving every part I four years subsequently the town was incorporated by royal charter. 
ready access to the great trunk-lines leadin" from Ohicac:ro and St The English who had explOl'ed and colonized the Atlantic coast 

. 0 0·' , 

Loms to the eastern, western, and southern seaboard. laid claim to all the lands from the A tlantic to the Pacific; while the 
The total length of railroad in ol)eratioll within the State in 1876 French who had discovered the St Lawrence the areat lakes and ... . ,. '0 , 

was 7,28D 11111es. the 1\fississippi, claimed the whole reuion drained by these "reat 
The main lines centre at Ohicago, Rock Island, Quincy, and streams and their tributaries. 0 <> 

East St. Louis. The dispute thus arising resulted in the French and Indian war, 
The exports of the State are the products of its farms and lead- in which the English weI'e victorious; and the French relinquished 

ing manufactories; the imports are exceedingly varied, including east- their claim to all territories east of the Mississippi, except the colony 
ern and foreign man- of New Orleans, near 
ufactures of every its mouth. 
description, • together In 1765, two years 
with groceries and after the close of the 
oLher domestic sup- war, Fort Ohartres 
plies not produced was deliverer! to the 
within the State. English. The French 

population, including
HISTORY. theil' negl'o slaves, at 

The discovery and this time amounted 
early settlement of to about 3,000; but 
Illinois was made by it was now diminish­
the French. The ed nearly one-third 
first\vhite men to set by the emigration 
foot upon its terri­ of many of the more 

tory w ere ... M a r­ wealthy families, who 

q"tl e t t e, a Jesuit refused to accept the 

m issi ona ry, and English rule. 

Joliet, a Oanadian In 1778, two years 
fur-trader, who were aftel' the Declaration 
commissioned by of Independenc!l, a 
the French authori­ company of 200 
ties in Oanada to Americans, u n d e r 

explore the great UNITED STATES ARSENAL AND ARMORY AT ROCK ISLAND. George Rufus Olal'k, 
river, intelligence of surprised and took 
which had reached them through the I~dians around the great lakes. Kaskaskia without bloodshed, and the French residents willingly took 

They set out from St. Ignace, on the Strait of Mackinaw, May the oath of allegiance to the new government. Their example was 
17, 1673, and passed to t.hfl head.of Green- Bay. Then, by way of speedily followed by those farther up the river, at Fort Ohartres 
Lake Winnebago, they crossed to Wisconsin river, descending this and Oahokia. The first American settlements on the Mississippi 
and the Mississippi to the mouth of the Arkansas. Thence return- were made in 178l. 
"ing to the mouth of the Illinois, they ascended this stream and At the close of the Revolutionary war, the territory now forming 
its tributary, the Des Plaines, crossed from the head-waters of the Illinois, together with adjacent lands to the east and south, was 
latter to the Chicago, descending whiQh they reached Lake Michigan claimed by the State of Virginia, but was ceded to the general gov­
and returned to Green Bay. ernment in 1784. It' formed a part of the North-western Territory 

The first French settlements were made previolls to 1690, at Ras- until the year 1800, at which time the population was about 3,000, 
kaskia, near the mouth of the river of that name, and at Oahokia, mostly French, and confined almost entirely to the southern districts. 
nearly opposite St. Louis. These were Indian villages in which mis- A fort was built on the site of Ohicago in 1804. 
sions had previously been established; and the Indians cordially re- A tenitorial government was organized in Illinois in 1809, and 
ceived the French, some of whom brought families, while others mar- the first delegate was sent to Oongress in 1812. 
ried Indian women. In this year, war with England having broken out and the Indians 

The French inhabitants from this time gradually increased in num- showing signs of hostility, the fort at Ohicago was abandoned, but in 
bel'S, the first considerable addition being in 1719. A colony of 200 1816 it was re-established. 
mechanics and laborers, under Renault, in this year ascended thfl In 1816 and 1818, treaties were made with the Indians, by which 
Mi~sissippi and established thelllselves in what, iH now the south wesl, they relinqnislu'd theil' HUe to the lands within the terriL~I'Y, and 
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removed beyond the Mississippi. In 1818 the territory became a I, twenty-tlll'ee colleges, ten theological seminaries, four medi~al schools, 
State, with Kaskaskia as the capital. The seat of government was and two law schools. There are also numerous seminaries and 
transferred to Vandalia in 1819, -where it continued twenty years. I academies, of a higp-order, for both sexes. 

Lead was discovered on the Mississippi as early as 1780, but it at­
tracted little attention until 1820, when the population in that part 
of the State began rapidly to increase. Galena ·was founded in 1826. 

The town of Chicago was organized in 1833, the first frame building 
having been erected the preceding year. The first vessel entered the 
harbor the year follo"\\o-ing The city was incorporated in 1837, when 
it had a population of 4,170. The increase of population in this 
city, over one-hundred fold in the forty yeal's since its organization, 
is a fair indication of the wonderful progl'osS of the State in material 
wealth, cultivation, and the arts of oivilization. 

EDUCATION. 
The State of Illinois has made liberal provision for popular educa­

tion from the beginning of its history. 

providing for the govel'll- ' 

ment of the North-western 

Territory, set apart the six­

teenth section of every town­

ship for the support of 

s(;hools, and the binding 

force of this ordinance was 

recognized in the State Con­

stitution. 


Thus was laid the foun­
dation of a noble school­
fund, which has been en­
larged by other appropria­
tions to over 6! millions of 
dollars, and now contributes 
to the support of the public 
schools of the State and a 
number of institutions for 
professional education. 

The public schools are ab­
solutely free to all between 
the ages of six and twenty-

The Act of Congress of' 1787, 
. 

STATE HOUSE AT SPRINGFIELD. 

one years, and must be sustained for at least five months each yeal', 
and the special and professional schools furnish tuition gratis to all 
qualified to enter. 

The school-officers are a State Superintendent of Public Instruc­
tion; a County Superintendent for each county; a township board 
of three Trustees for each township; and a district board, of three 
Directors, for each district into which the township may be divided. 

The system of free public schools includes two classes, the graded 
schools, in all the cities and villages, and the ungraded in the country 
districts. The former includes all grades from the primary to the 
high school. The graded schools are of a superior character, and are 
in session nearly twice as long each year as the ungraded schools. 

The higher educational institutions of the State are the Industrial . . _. N 1 
UmveJ'slty, at Urbana, the State Normal UmveJ'slty, at ol'ma,. . ., 
McLean County; and the Southern Ilhnols Normal U mverslty, at , 

'I 

Carbondale, Jackson Cotmty. 
In addition to the facilities for general and professional education I 

provided by the State there are within its limits. a large numbel' of 

CHARITABLE AND CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS. 

There are at present ten of these institutions in operation within 
the State. There are three hospitals for the Insane, an institution 
for the education of the deaf and dumb, and another for the blind; 
a soldiers' orphans' Lome ; an asylum for feeble-minded children; an 
eye and ear infirmary; a State reform school, and a State peniten­
tiary. 

POLITICAL ORGANIZATION. 
The powers of the State Government are divided into three distinct 

departments, namely, Executive, Legislative, and Judicial. 
The Legislative power is veste~ in a General Assembly, consist­

ing of a Senate of fifty-one 
members, and a House of 
Representati ves of three 
times that number. The 
members of the General As­
sembly are chosen by the peo­
ple at biennial elections-the 
Senators for four years, the 
Representatives for two 
years. 
- The regular sessions of the 

Assembly commence at noon 
on the Wednesday following 
the first Monday of January 
next succeeding the bieunial 
election. 

The Executive depart­
ment consists of a Governor, 
Lieutenant-Governor, Secre­
tary of State, Auditor of 
Public Accounts, Treasurer, 
Attol'lley-General, and Su­

perintendent of Public Instruction. The Treasurer holds office fo1' 
two years, and is ineligible for the next succeeding ' term. The 
other executive officers are elected for four years. 

The Judicial Department includes one Supreme Court, four Ap­
pellate Courts, and thirteen Circuit Courts; a County Court in each 
county, and a Probate Court* in each county having a population of 
more than 100,000; also Justices of the Peace aud Police Magistrates 
for the hearing of petty local cases. 

The Supreme Court consists of seven Judges, one in each of the 
seven Supreme Court districts, elected for a term of nine years. 

The Circuit Court, as re-organized by the legislature of 1877, eon­
sists of three judges for each of the thirteen circuits, elected for a term 

f ' Tl A 11 te Ct' t f' 't' d d' 
0 SIX years. Ie ppe a our s conSlS 0 Cll'cm JU ges eSlg­

t d r tl hid' f thna e lor Ie 0 lng 0 em. 
Tl C t d P b t Crt' t f' did r fi

1e Olln y au 1'0 a e ou s conSlS 0 JU ges e ecte lor our 
years. 

. . . .' . . . I .. The Circuit ConrtJ.: were reorganized. as above indicated, and the Appellate and Probate 
Incol'pOi'ated -lnstItutlOns, under prIvate management, lncludmg Courts created by nct of legi"lature ill 1877. 
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dumb, and the insane. 
Alton, on 

the Missouri, is the market of a 
farming region, 
in the immediate vicinity. 
and varied manufactures. 

East St. Louis, opposite 
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SCENE IN CHICAGO STOCK-YARDS. of a large number of railroads. It is the seat of St. 

PRINCIPAL CITIES. 
Chicago, situated on Lake Michigan, at the mouth of Chicago 

River, is the most populous city in the St. Lawrence basin. It is the 
second city of the Union in the amount of its commerce, and the 
greatest manufacturing centre west of Pittsburg. It is distinguished 
for its superior educational institutions, has a large daily and weekly 
press, and exerts a powerful influence in the culture and progl'ess of 
the north-west. 

In the business of curing and packing beef and pork, Chicago has 
no rival; in the manufacture of iron and steel, it is surpassed by 
Pittsburgh only; in the manufacture of boots, shoes, and leather 
goods, it is second only to Boston; and in the manufacture of cloth· 
ing, i':, is unsurpassed. There are also immense establishments fOl' 
the production of distilled and malt liquors, and numerous other 
manufactures are carried on upon a large scale. 

The shipping trade of the city consists chiefly in 
pork, and lumber. From its position 
at the head of the great water route 
to the Atlantic sea-board, it becomes 
the natural outlet for the States on 
the upper lakes and 1lpper Mississippi, 
which produce these articles so abun­
dantly. 

The amount of these several staples 
shipped annually, exceeds that in any 
other city in the Union, perhaps in tIle 
world. 

The Union Stock-Yards, occupying 
350 acres in the south-western suburbs 
of the city, fOl'm the most remarkable 
Iive-stock market on the globe. 

The city extends along the lake· shore for 
about ten miles, and inland about five or six 
miles. The liver and its branches, with the 
various slips and cuts created by the demands 
of commerce, give a water frontage within 
the city of thirty· eight miles, of which 
twenty-live miles are improved with costly 
docks and warehouses. A magnificent outer 
harbor, or roadstead is now in process of 
<}onstruction by the United States Govern­
·ment. Chicago is the terminus of 10,000 
miles of railway, and is directly connected with the entire system of railways 
throughout the Union. 

In autumn of 1871, a te~rible conflagration s,vept over three and one-third 
square miles in the very heart of the city, laying waste the most populous 
and costly portion. This has been rebuilt in a superior style of architecture, 
and presents a noble and elegant app\larance. 

The population has increased with great rapidity since the census of 1870, 
and in 1876 was estimated at over 500,000. The city is SUlTounded by beauti­
ful suburban villages, consisting largely of the residences of Chicago business 
men. 

Among these are Highland Park, Lake Forest, and Evanston. The last is 
the seat of the North-western University. 

Quincy, on the Mississippi, 170 miles above St. Louis, is the second 
city of the State in population, commercial importance and manu­
facturing enterprises. It has extensive iron-works, steam flouring 
mills and lumber-mills, distilleries, breweries, and agricultural works. 

It is the seat of Quincy Oollege. 
Peoria, on Illinois River, at the foot of Peoria Lake, is the centre 

grain, beef, 

of a large trade in grain and pork. It has extensive flouring-mills 
and distilleries, and inexhaustible coal-mines are operated just Ol;t­
side the city limits. A French trading.post was established here in 
1763. 

Springfield, near the Sangamon, is the State capital. It is an im­
pOl·tant railroad centre, and has a large trade in live-stock and farm 
produce, and considerable manufacturE's. The new State House is 
one of the noblest edifices of its kind in the country. • 

Bloomington, in the midst of the vrairie region, is also a railroad 
centre of importance and contains the shops of the Ohicago, Alton 
and St. Louis Railroad. It is the seat of the Illinois Wesleyan U ni­
versity. Normal, two miles from Bloomington, and connected with 
it by horse-railway, is the seat of the State Normal University and 
the Soldiers' Orphans' Home. 

Aurora, on Fox River, has a considerable trade in grain, pork, amI 
wool; and contains the car-shops of the Burlington Railroad, which 
give employment to 2,500 men. It is the seat of Jennings Seminary. 

Galesburg is thc mal·ket of a rich 
farming country, ailli has the stock­
yards of the Burlington Raih'oad. It 
is the seat of Knox Oollege and Lom­
bard University. 

Rockford, on Rock River, has supe­
riorwater-power and extensive manufac­
tories, especially of reapers and watches. 

Jacksonville, an import,ant railroad 
centre, southeast of Springfield, is a 
beautiful city, noted for its educational 
institutions. It is the seat of three 
colleges and seminaries for young 
women, of Illinois College, and of State 
institutions fOl' the blind, the deaf. anti 

the Mississippi, just above the mouth of 
rich fruit-growing and 

with inexhaustible limestone quarrie~ 
It has a large river trade 

St. Louis, and connected 
v.:ith it by a bridge over the Mississippi, is the terminus 

Aloysius College. 
Belleville, south-east of East St. Louis, is an important market in 

the coal-field of Southern Illinois, and has considerable manufactures. 
Rock Island, on the Mississippi, west of Chicago, has immense 

water-power, and large and varied manufacturing interests. The 
United States Arsenal is located here. 

Joliet, on Des Plaines River, has immense stone quarries, and a 
large trade in building-stone; also extensive iron and steel works 
and agricultural works. It is the seat of the State Penitentiary. 

Decatur, on Sangamon River, has large rolling-mills and an im­
portant local trade. 

La Salle and Peru, on the north side of Illinois River, and con­
nected by horse-railway, have extensive coal-mining and manufactur­
ing interests, including glass and zinc works. 

Ottawa, above La Salle, is an important coal and grain market, 
and has varied mannfactures, including starch and glass. 

Galena, on Galena River, near the Mississippi, is the centre of the 
lead-mining interests. It is one of the most picturesque cities of 



------

10 

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

GEOGRAPHY 

Illinois, being built on a rocky bluff, with streets rising one above 
another, frequently connected by flights of steps. 

Olwmpaign is the seat of Illinois Industrial University, and has a fine local 
trade. 

Elgin contains the manufactory of the National Watch Company. 
Oairo is the most important town on the Mississippi between St. Louis and 

Memphis. It is the southern terminus of the illinois Central Railroad. 
K(tnk~kee and Dixon have fine water·power, and a variety of manufac­

tories. 
lVctukegnn il; an important lake port north of Chicago. 
Danville, St'reator and Lincoln are the centres of large coal·mining opera.· 

OF ILLINOIS. 
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tiona. The last is the seat of Lincoln University and an asylum for the feeble­
minded. 

Pekin and Mendota are important produce and stock markets. 
Freeport contains a soldiers' monument 96 feet in height. 
Vandalia was for twenty years the State Capital (1819 to 1839.) 
Abingdon is the seat of Abingdon College, and of Hedding Female College. 
Pontiac is the seat of the State Reform School. 
Monmouth is the seat of l\Ionmouth College, and has large agricultural works. 
Oarlinville is the seat of BIackburne University, and Lebanon of McKendrie 

College. 
Litc1ifield has car·shops and a variety of other manu facturing establishments. 
Oarbondale is the seat of the Southern Illinois Normal University. 

CITIES AND POPULOUS TOWNS OF ILLINOIS, ACCORDING TO THE CENSUS OF 1870. 

(Many of these places hl\\:e very 1argely increased in IlOpulatioll since the cenSt1S~ but there arc no official figures la.ter. ) 

Counties in whichCounti~ in which Connties in which Counties in whichNames. Pop. Names. Pop. Name~. Pop. Names. POl'.f;ituated. situated. situated.situated. 

I5,000 Poru............... La Salle ........ ..
Alton ....... . .. .. Madison.... ...... 8,665 Dixon ..... .... ..... Lee ............ .. 
 4.055 Lincoln ...... . ..... Logan .... . 
 3,650 
Amboy. ... .... . Lee ... . . ... .... .. 2,t:!25 East St. Louis...... St. Clair ........ .. 
 2.748 l>ontiac............ jLivingston ....... .
5644 Macomb ........... McDonough 
 1/.07

~l;54(;Aurora .. .... ... .. Kane ... .......... 11,lH2 Elgin .............. Kane .......... .. 
 Princeton. .. , ... .. . Bureau ......... .
!MendotR . .... ... .. I.n Salle ......... . 
 3,2G45:W 
1,5('..t 4.1HtiBeUeville ...... . ... St. Clair .... ..... 8,146 E1Pa,o ...... ...... Woodford....... .. 
 Quincy .... . . ...... ' A<lam~........ . . " 
Moline. . . . ... .. ... Rock Island .... .. 24.052 

4,Hfi2Bloomington .... , " McLean.... . . .. .. 14.,5~ Freeport .......... Stephm~son •.... .. 
 7,8&: Rock I.land ........ Rock Island ..... .
Monmouth .... . ... \Vanen ......... . 
 7,8'JO 
3,1:38Bushllell.......... McDonough . ..... 2,00·~ Galena ............ Jo Davless ...... . 
 7.0lf. Morris ............ Grundy... r'" •• 
 Rockford ........... 1" 'innebngO ...... . 
 11,0491 l,fj.31 Cairo ... .. ... ...... Alexander..... . . . 6,2(;7 Gale~bllrg ..... .... Knox ........... . 
 10158 Shelbyville......... Shelby ........... .
:\Iound City ........ rulaski ...•..... 
 2,057 

Canton . . ....... . .. Fulton..... ....... 3,308 Gen~o ........... Henry .. ......... . 
 I,G~O3:0~2 ,Mount CarmeL . .... \Vabash ......... . 
 17,864Springfield. . .. .. ' . II Sangamon ...... .. 
Car1inville .. ....... Macoupin...... . . . 4,000 Jacksonville ....... Morgan .......... . 
 9,203 1,162 Sterling ........ ... \Vhitcside.. .... . . 
Nornlal ....... . . . .. ~rcl.,ean .... .•••. 
 3,!l!18 

7,2(j.~ 2,68\1Centralia.......... . Marion........ .. 3,190 Joliet .. ...... ...... Will ... ...... ... . 
 Streator ........ ... La Salle.... ..... .. 
 1,481;Olney ............. Richland ........ . 

7,73(jChampaign .. , ..... Champaign... . . . 4,625 1Kankakee . ...... .. Kankakee....••. . 
 5,1&1 ottawa ...... ...... La Salle ......... . 
 Urbana ... '" .... . Champaign ...... . 2,277 
3,057Chicago • ... ...•.. 'jCOOk.......... . .. .200,1177 La Salle ..... ...... La Salle ......... . 
 5,20G Paris. . . . . . . . . . . . .. Edgar...... . .. . 
 1.771Vandalia.. . ....•.. ' IFayette•.......... 


Pekin ............ Tazewell. ...... . . 
 5,fit'U 4,5117Danville ........... Vermilion......•. . 1 4,7~1 IL~bannon .......... St. Clair ......... . 
 2,117 WaukOlffin ....... Lake ........... .. 

Decatul'..... .. . .... Macon........... . 7,161 ILltchfield ......... Montgomery ... .. 
 lPeoria ... . . . . . . . . . Peoria ... . ..... . . . 
 22,8493,852 I \Vatseka . . .... .. ... Iroquois......... . 
 1,551 

*Estimated at 537,000 in 1876. 

COUNTIES OF ILLINOIS, WITH THEIR COUNTY· SEATS AND POPULATION ACCORDING TO THE CENSUS OF 1870. 

counti~~_ COllnty.Seats. Pop. Counties. County·Seats. Pop. I Counties. . COllnty-Seats. Pop. Connties. County·Seats. Pop. 

Adams... .. Qllincy.... ... .... 56,362 Ford. . .. .. ......... Paxton.... ... .... 9,10.3 Livinll"ton ....... . . Pontiac......... .. 31,471 Putnam....... . .. .. Hennepin•..... .. 6,280 
Alexander ...... . .. Cairo . . ......... .. 10.564 Franklin ........... Benton ........ ... 12652 Loga.n ......... ... Lincoln .......... . 201,053 Randolph....... .. Chester.. .. .... .. ~O,359 
Bond............ Greenville ........ 13,152 Fulton............. Lewistown....... il8:2l1l ~racon..... ....... Decatur ....... .. 2fi,4~1 Richland........... Olney ......... . . . 1~,803 
Boone..... ...... Belvidere...... ... 12,942 Gallatin .......... Shawneetown..... 11,134 Macollpin.......... Carlinville ....... . 32.726 Rock Island ...... . Rock I slam! .... . 2!I,783 
Brown......•. .. .. . Mount Sterling .. 12,205 Greene ..... .. •. . .. Carrollton ... . .... 20,277 Madison ........ . Edwardsville .• .... 4~,131 Saline ............. Harrisburg.. . .. '" 12.714 
Bureau ...... . ..... PrinCf"ton... ... , .. 32,415 Grundy........... . Morris .... . ....... 14,938 Marion ............ Salem ........... . 2(',622 Sangamon ........ Springfield ..... . ~!i.352 
Calhoun . . ..... .. .. Hardin .. .... ..... 6.562 Hamilton ..... ... . McLeansboro..... 13,014 Marshall..... .. .... Lacon ........... . lG,956 Schuyler. . . ...... Rushville .. . .. ... . 17,419 
Carroll ............ Mh. Carroll ....... 16;705 !. HanCOCk........... Carthage , ... ..... 35,935 Mason ...... ...... Havana .... . .. . .. ]f;,18~ Scott .............. Winchester... . .. .. 10,530 
Cass ............... Beardstown....... 11.580 Hardin ............ IElizabethtown.... 5,113 IMassae. Metropolis City. (1,581 Shelby .... . ....... Shelbyville ...... . 25,476 
Champaign . ....... Urbnna •...• .. . , 3.3,737 Henderson . .... .. Oquawka.. ... . . .. 12,582 McDono~gii':::::: ~racomb ........ :: 26,509 Stark.............. Toulon ......... .. 10.751 
Christian .. ........ Taylol'ville. . ...... 2O,3fi.~ Henry ........... Cl\mbridge........ 35.500 McHeury ......... Wood'tock....... . 23.762 St. Clair. ... . .... . Belleville ....... .. 51,068 
Clarke, ... . .. ... Marshall .. ..... ... 17,719 ! lroquois........... Watseka ......... 25,782 ~fcLean . ........... Bloomington..... . 5-3,!188 Stephen""n .. ..... Freeport•........ 3\1,608 
Clay............... Louisville.... . ... 15,875 Jackson ........... Murphysboro.... . 19,(3.34 Menard........... . Petersburg...... .. 11,735 Tazewell.....•..... Pekin .. ......... . 27,903 
Clinton ......... ... Carlyle. ......... 16,235 Jasper ............. Newton. ........ 11,234 Mercer .......... . Aledo ............ . lS.7ml Union .. .. ......... Jonesboro ....... . 16,518 
Cole............ Charleston........ 25.235 Jefferson ........ . Mt. Vernon....... 17 S(H Monroe ........... Waterloo........ .. 12,982 Vermtlion . . ....... . Danville ........ . 30,388 
Cook ...... .. .... Chicago........ . .. 349,00(; Jersey . ........... Jerseyville ........ 15:05~ Montgomery ....... Hillsborough ... .. 25,314 Wabash ........... . Mt. Carmel. ..... . 8,841 
Crawford .. . ....... Robinson . ........ l:3.SS!J Jo Daviess•........ Galena.... . .... •.. 27,820 Morgan............ Jacksonville • . .... . 28,46=1 \Vanen. . ...... . . . Monmouth....... . 23,174 
Cumberland ....... Majority Point... 12,2'2.3 Johnson ........... Viennn........... 11,2~8 Moultrie .......... Sullivan .... .. . .. . 10,335 Washington ....... Nashville ....... . . 17,599 
Dc !Calb........... Sycamore ........ 2.3,2H5 Kane ............. Geneva ........... 1 39,091 Ogle............... Ol'egon .......... . 
Dc Witt............ Clinton .......... 14,768 Kankakee ......... Kankakee ........ ! 24,352 Peoria .......... .. . Peoril\ ....... . .. . 

27,492 
47.54 ! 

Wayue .... ...... . Fairfield ........ .. 
White .............. Carmi ...... . .... . 

lU,768 
16,846 

Douglass .......... Tuscola. . 13,48-1 Kendall ..... . , ... yorkville. .. . ..... 12.399 Perry.....• .... .... Pinckneyville .... . 
Du Page.......... Wheaton.......... 16,685 IKnox. ............. Knoxville........ 39,522 Piatt ............. Monticello....... .. 

1:1,723 
lO,()5.~ 

'Vt1it.esides. . .. . ... ~[otTison . . . . . .. . 
\l'iIl .. . ............ JoJiet. ......... .. 

27,508 
43,01'1 

Edgar ............ Paris ......... . ... 21,450 Lake .............. Waukegan ....... 21,011 Pike ....... . ...... Pittsfield ......... . 30,7(;8 Williamson .. . ..... )Iarion .. ........ . 17,329 
Edwards ........... Albion..... 7,565 !! La Salle .......... Ottawa ...... .... , 60,79-2 Pope.... . ... ... .... Golconda ........ . 11,437 Winnebago.. . . Rockford •... . .... 211,301 
Effingham ........ ' IEffingham . .. ... " 15,653 Lawrence......... Lawrenceville..... 1272',53'1731 IIPUlaski ............ Mound City ...... . 
Fayette.... .. ... Vandalin. .... ... 19,63S * Lee ............. . Dixon ........... . 

8,752 Woodford.......... Metamora ..... .. . 18,956 
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