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THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

I
N THE YE,\R 1950 th~ Library 0/ COllgrcSSC1JICrcd ils fCsquiununnial ycar 0/ scrviu to the CongrclS,/h~ United 

States GOllernment, and I/I(! Nalion. Established by all act 0/ CongrcSJ on April 24, 1800, the Library 0/ 
Congress in its first ycars was a small collection 0/ books, appraised at a little morc than $-/,000 and occupying 

a small "apartment" in the Capitol. In 1950 the Library of Congress occupied the two largest buildings in the 

world devoted cXc/llJivdy to library purposes. The transfer from the Capito/to the spacious Main Building OC~ 

CUffed in 1897, and the expansion into an A,mer BuilditJg, in 1939. These buildings, cons/ructcd at a lotal cosl 

of $15,13°,656, arc sitttaud on 13~ acres of ground, and cotltain 1>56J,189 square fut of floor space and 250 

milcs of stcel shelving lor books. Pneumatic tubes transport thc books betWC(IJ the buildings in 30 s(colJds, and 

a mechanized ca"icr carries materials to the Capitol in 7Yz miIJutes (il was installed over 50 years ago). 

Within thesc buiidings ore carricd on the acquisition of library materials on a worldwide bas;s~ the processing 

of these materials lor CaJY acccuibility~a"d the servicing 01 them in alJd outsid~ ollh~ htlildingsl and nften as the 

last resort in the scorch for the answer to a queslion IJowhcre else a1JSwerable. 

The Library of Congrus represents a tOlal investment in public moneys of $117,7'7.628 as of Tune )0, [949· 

Its annllal maintenance ill the fiscal year 1949 amounted to a per capita tax 015 cents 011 each citizen of the United 

Stotes. The American people and civilization in general has reasoll to be proud 01 a system of government al1(l 

an arm of that Govemment which has made, at such a comparatively low cost, these co/lectio1JS available and 

services 011 them possible. 

THE MAIN BUILDING, r897 









THE PRINCIPAL READING ROOMS 

T H E MAIN READING ROOM, Main Building, first floor, provides spac~ for 260 r~lI(lcrs. The Thomas I~Derson 

Room, Anl1ex Building, fifth floor, accommodatcs ]0) readcrs. 111 thesc magnifiunI rooms pcrsons may 

cOIlItrlt any matcrials in 'hc gcm:ral clallified collcctions, numbering over 8,000,000 volumes, and may rcccit'c 

refercnce aid from trained a.ssist(mts. About 20 minuUs should be allowed for delitlcry of a book. ACCCII to 

stack arco,s is obtained through the Chicf of thc Stack and Rcadcr Division (A/cotlcS, Main Rending Room). 

THE MAIN READ I NG ROOM 





THE PRI CIPAL CATALOGS 

T HE PUBLIC CATALOG, thc principal calalog 0/ thc gcncral book collcctions is /ollnd in, and atliaccut /0, th~ 

Main Rcading Room. It call bc SCC11 ;11 part ilJ the photograph o/ the Main Rcadillg Room 011 page 9. It 

comists 0/ some 8,000,000 cards, conlaincd in 10,000 trays, and is ilJcr~asil1g at the ralC 0/ a quarler 0/ a mil/ion 

el1tri~s a year. The AlIllex Calalog is located 0 11 the filth floor 0/ thc A lllle:r Buildiug (u/iaccl1l to the Thomas 

/cfferson Room. Aid;lI the usc 0/ the public catalogs may be obl(lill~d from assis/(wlS i ll the ref(rence alcoll~s 

alld at the readillg room dcsks. 

Since 1947 the Library has issued a cumulative "Author Catalog" il1 booklorm o/the materials currelltly cata­

loged by the Library 01 C011gr~SI alld othcr libraries cooperating in its cataloging program . A Subiect Calalog 

ill book form bcgalJ to appCllr also ill 1950. Catalogs 01 special materials, such as music, maps, prints and photo-­

graphs, oricntalia, microfilm , ami rarc books, arc maintained by th~ divisiollI rcspollIiblc lor cllslody olth~se 

materials. 

THE ANNEX CATALOC 





THE UNION CATALOGS 

O NE OF THE GREATE~T AIDS /0 JcI~ol(lrshi~ is the N~Jiollfll Ullioll Calalog, which. r~~ortlI the loc~t~o'J of books 
of rcs~arch Iin/I(C I!J over 700 Ilbrarics m the Untud States and Callada. Mam/amed by the lomt cOorl! 0/ 

the Library 0/ Congress ami other research librarics, it con/aim Oll(:r Jj,OOOPOO clltries. The Natiollal Ul1iOIl 

Catalog is foutld ilt tlu: Maitl Building. first floor. Addiliollalullioll catalog! 0/ Hcbrtlic, Shlllic, /aponcsc, ami 

Chinese books ill the United SUIles (In: maintained ill cOll llcctiotl I/Iith the correspollding special collcctiom. 

TH E NA TIO NAL UN I ON CATA LOC 
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Sp~cial Reading Rooms 

AERONAUTICS 
IGNIFICANT MATERIALS ill th~ sciencc of aeronautics may /x us~d ill Ih~ relu/ing room of the Acro1lattliCJ

SDil/ision, Annex Building, ground floor. The aeronautics collution totals ov~r 30,000 volltm~s, alld is gell· 

emily believed to be the larg~sl collection of aerottatttical literaturc ill dIe ltJorld. Imporlllfll papers including 

those of Frank M. Andrelfls, Billy Mitchell, Carl Spaatz, and the Wright Brolhers hav~ /xC II add~d to thc 

collectiol1S of lIulI1fucripts. 

AERONAU TI CS READ I NC ROO~'I 





THE HISPAN IC FOUNDATION 
N THE BEAUTIFULLY DECORAHD I IISJ>AN IC ROOM , Main Bllilding, suomi {Ioor, r~/crt:lICt: (Illd bibliographic {luiJl­I alice in Hispanic ell/lUre is provided. Mater;,,'! from the book:slacks may be dC/it/ered herc lor the lise 0/ 

read~s. The Room is tIlaintained with the assistance of a special cndomment, the gift a/the HOIl. Archu M. 

H UIl/ jng/on. The FoundaJioll responds to questions about virttlolly every phase ollile ill the Iberian PenillJu/a 

and Ullin Amaiea, (111(/ sWdClJlS from al/ paris of the Western Hemisphere me the resourccs a/this clIllt/ral 

center. 

The an1Jual "Halldbook 0/ /...atin American Studies:' compilcd by the Hisptlllic Foundalioll , ret liell1$ signifi­

cant trcnds ill the IlIIm(lIlilics ({nd the social sciences, and presents (III 01l1l0talcd alU/ u/ccliv( bibliography 0/ Ih e 

more important publicatiom relalillg to those fields. 

THE HISPANIC ROOM 
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MANUSCRIPTS 

T
ilE NATION'S RICIIEST COI.I.ECT ION 0/ pasoflal papers of distinguished men (III(/ illS/jlll/jollS IIrc sert'iccd ;11 the 

Manuscripts Dit'isioll, AUllc.'( Buildillg, third floor. Inc/ut/ed ill the collcetion, wllidJ /lumbers about 

11,000,000 pieces, art: the manuscripts of most of tlu: Prcsitiwts from IVllShillgtOIl 10 Coolidge, many military 

Icat/ers, statesmen, and scores of economists tlnd scientists, as {/Jell as the records of numerous entcrprises alld 

imlilutiolls. Amollg the betlcr known colluliollS 0/ papers arc: the records of the COIII;lIwlal Congress, til(: 

records 01 the Virginia Company; the papers of George Washingtoll, Thomas jcOersol1,/amcs M ouroe, Abraham 

Linco/n . Theodore RODICl,ell, Woodrow Wilsoll, John Pattl/olles, Alc.wl1lder Hamilton, Daniel Webs/er, / Ohl1 

i\1ursh«/I, Clara Burlol1, ami Book~r T. Washing/Oil, /0 men/ion but a jew. 

MANUSCRIPTS READINC ROOM 





MAPS 

THE LI BRARY OF CONCRESS processes the largest collution 0/ cartographic ma/erial! ill/he ttlorld, "pproxima/dy 

2,OOOPOO tI~/times lIlId map s!Jul.s, although less than 100,000 have been cataloget!. lIS col/cel;oll 0/ atlasCI 

and globes is of equal standing. Among these notah/e posscssiomau tizconly surviving L'EII/ant Plan of Washing­

tOl1 (/791) ; Samuel dc Champlain's I1UlllltScript map of the NettJ Engltmd coasl, 011 ve/lum (1607); eleven 

Portolan charts; manuscript atlases by Baptista Agnesc (ca. 1543), l oao T eixeira (1630), {llld William Hacke 

(/69"). 
Special farilities for the IISC of Ihcsc materials arc available ;n the Maps Dillisioll , Main B:tilding, first floor. 





MUSIC 

T HE LIBRARY'S collt:Cliol1 0/ music am/ the literature 0/ murie, believed to be 'he world's most comprchcmivc, 

totals more than 1,800,000 pieces. Incita/cd are the largcst collection 0/ opera librettos, an important body of 

corrcspolldencc 0/ such composers as Beet/lOven (lilt! Brahms, the holograph scoTelo/ SIIch mos/ersal Bllch,Haytin, 

Mozart, ButhollCIl, Scllllbcrt, Chopin, SchumanlJ, Brahms, Liszt, Wagner, ami a !aircopy o/"ThcS/arSp'llJglcd 

Banncr," ill/he hand of Francis SCOI! Key. These scores may be comu/ud illlhe MlISic Di(ll'siol1, Main Building, 

ground floor . 

Through the Coolidge, Whiua/l, KOlISscuitzk,y, alld Longworth FO{(lu/tllions ami other clldomments and 

gifts, the Library of COl1grcu has become a Icader;11 'he prrsentation and cllcouragcmcnto! various kim/soj music 
bue with (In cmphasis 011 chamber mmic. The folklore collcctio1U arc also c01Ucqllcntirrl. 

STATUETTES OF Cli l NHSE C I RLS PLAVINC FLUTHS AND 

PANP I PE, "ROM TIn: M I L I.F,II, "LUTE CO L LECTION 





NEWSPAPERS, PERIODICALS, AND GOVERNME T PUBLICATIONS 

I N THE MAIN BUILDIZ"G current ullbolflU/ issues of OltCr 1,]00 nemspapers, 768 0/ wInd, arc t!omulic fwd 554 0/ 

mhich arc foreign, as wdl as a comprchcmit'c collcctioll 0/ periodicals, arc atlal/able for IISC in the Periodicals 

Reading Room, Main Building, ground floor. Bound [fo/llmes o/netllspapers may be cOlwtfud ill the News­

paper Reference Room, AIIIIC.\" Built/mg, fillh floor. Th e GOf-lcrmm:1I1 Pub/im/jollS Reading Room, Main 

Building, first floor, oOns readcr IIml re/erence scrvicc 011 unbound official puh/im/iollS oj governments, iUlu­

national orgal1izlltiollS, {(lid Qllfl.si-gotICrl1l11t:l1/a/ bodies. 





OR IE T ALIA MATERIALS 

T
HE LIBRARY'S collectioll 0/ Chin~/( ami Japtuu'sc books tlIul manuscripts is the largest outside 01. Cluna dlld 

l apfUl. lo/a/lIIg more t/tan 300,000 pieces. Among the rare Chinese items arc 10 booi?J prlllfcti til the Sung 

period (960-1279), 12 in (he Mongol period (1279-1 ]68), and nearly r,,)oo ;n 'he Almg period (/ ,6S-r6+/). 
The col!~clioll is probably stronger ,han (IllY other ill tlu WesterlJ /Vol'ld ill Japallcse GOt lcrlJf1lclIl publica/jom 

/lnd ill mllny types of Japallese journals. 
Materia/s written or primed ill Chillcse, lapallesc, Semitic, Arabic, Pasiall, Turkish, rllld mll11C'rollS other 

oriclI/a/ /ltltgUOgcs an' made (uI(li/able 10 retu/as il1 special reading rooms seTt/iced by the Oriottll/ill Dil'isioIJ, 

Annex Building, fifth floor. 

A PORTION Of l ' U" C HI NESE COLLECTION 
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PRINTS AND PIIOTOGRAPIIS 

Rll'\TS, photographs. {,l1 gl'llllmgs,. ({chlllg!, woodcuts, (lilt/ lithographs /lre estimated 10 IIIll11bcr more "/(111 

7.000,000 items. They arc (1Md«blc for rue ;I1IIJe Prillts (llld Photographs RClidillg Room, Main Buildiug, 

sccollli floor. Booki ami supplementary il/mlra/itlt' material delio/cd 10 nrcililCcltlrc, painting, sculptufe, ami 

the graphic arts arc sett'ed ill lhe Main Reading Room, Main Building, first floor. The collections illdtulc all 

ot/{s/aut/ing reprcsClwllioll o/tllt' !/Iorks 0/ f. A. McNeil Whistler (lnd /osc:p/t Penllell; a superb group of British 

me::;zo/;'Its; ac/u'Cl/{!mcn/s of such artists as Erncs/ H fukell, Frank BellSon, Donald S/Ulitl McLaughlin, Julian 

Aldell Weir; original photograph callre/jollS made by MathcIlIB.Bnuly, T. H. O'SlIlIitlfl ll,Alc;nmdcr Gardner, 

Arnold Gmlhe, a11l1 olhas; Ih~ photographs (wd drawings 0/ American buildillgsercctcd b~/ou 1870 which com­

pose the Historic American Buildillgs SUrlier; original drawings and carloom; am/ (/ large group 0/ photo­

graphs 0/ Latill American ar/ It lhich /tal'c beell organized into all Architlcol Hispanic CilIum', 

A NtlfiOlllll Prmt ExhibitIOn is prucl1ud ntuma/ly; ill 1950 i/ attrac/cd '9? entrics. 

STUI)Y 011 HI STORI(;AL I'KI N T S ANI) 1'liOTOGKAI' H S 





SLAVICA 

T ilE LARGEST C0I4LECTION of RUSfial1 books olltside 0/ Russia, approximately 265,000 (10111 lilt: ! ami pamph/e/s, 

is Ol'uil'lble for ttse In the SItU/ie Litemlure A/COliC', Antlex Building, fiflh floor. TIl(: basis lor Jiliscollcc/iOIJ 

IVaI the "pllrchasc," il11907 (af (I priu makll1gil in/llrge parI a gijl) , 0/ the pri(l(lte libmry of Gl'Iwadius Vruilictlich 

)'lIdil1, of KraSlJOUirsk. Siberia, 11/lmbering 80 ,QO() llolllmes, all reialing 10 Russia amI Siberia, alld all except 

(2,000 printed in Jhe Russian lang/Illgt'. 

Currrllt receipts of Ruuiall publiclI/iotls life r('ported;l1 t/u:"Mollthly List 0/ Russiall Acccuioru," IsSt/cd by til(: 

Library since April 1948. 

... CORNER 0" THE Sl. AV I C LITERATURE ALCOVE 





LOCAL HISTORY AND GENEALOGY 

EXTENSIVE RESOURCES ill gellcalogy, heraldry. find local history may be consultcd i11 the Local History and 
GCI1~alogy A/cotlc, AI/nu Building, filth floor. Few collcctiolu ill the Library lIre 1I10rc assiduously studied 

lhall these. 

A CORN Eit OF TH E LOCAL III STOIt Y AND C t:NEALOCY ALCOVE 





MATERIALS ON MICROFILM 

AR\P'DLY illcrt'a.sillg collUlioll oj """t'rillls OIJ microfilm, nolt' III1JOIIIIII.ng 10 IOniC' 7,).1)00 rals a"ll Sl rlps. IS 

o(l(filoblt' Jor lISeil1lh~ Librm'y's Microfilm Readlllg Room. Main BmltlmK. D~ck ;Y. Thc col/ullon m 

eludes microfilm copics oj 11JtlIUlscriPls, books dalillg back 10 thc lxgillllllrK 0/ priming. and Itlorks In almosl 

e(lcry k"oflJn Illllgflag~ amI JUb;cct. NcttlspapcfJ 011 microfilm mlly hI' /Iud IIIlhc Nctt'sp.'pC'r Rt'/ercllce Room. 

Annex Building, fillh floor. Special rcadillg machil1cs arc prot,idet! for the usc 01 Teat/as. 

EXlellSillC microfilmillg op£"raliollS tlrc carried all by the ubmry illlhe Umted Stall'S, GrC'tlIlJruaill. Frana. 

laptlll, M e:nco. (md other cOlwlrics lor the purpose 01 making rucllrch millerials IIJ lor~ig/J ar,-hu'l'/ morcllccem ble 

to seho/urs 01 this coulltry. 

RESF.ARCH I N TilE MICROfiLM RE.A I}f' G ROO:\! 
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RARE BOOKS 

ACOLLECTION 0/ more than 160,000 rtlr~ iums is fount! m air-co"ditiolJ~J t',udts ""illl.:~111 to th~ Rau Book 

Room. Rarity is "~t~rmin~d by ag~, ~xcdlcnu of COIII(II/, prilltmg, fine rr4umllllJllip. IIJ /t'('11 as associa· 
tion with the great. Here nrc such trensures as the library of Thomas I('O~rsoll, purcll(1S~d by tile GOtlernm~nl 

aftcr the Library 0/ Congress mas almosl cntirely tlcstroyed by fire in 1 1-/. the collutioll 0/ m~dicilu and 10Cii/ 

history presented by !oseph At. Toner i" 1882, the /ohn Bo),d Thacher col/ulioll 0/ iIlCtUl,/bu/a, the Vol/behr 

collection 0/ early prillted books purchased bya spuial appropriatioll "1l1I/C by COllgr('u '" 19,.,0, 0111./ the rarc books 
gitlcli by Lessing /. Roscnwald. 

TI-IE R.\RE BOOK ROOM 





WOODROW WILSON ROOM 

T H E WOODROW WILSON ROOM , just opposite the Rlire Books Division, hOllses the personal lihmry of the Ilite 

PresidelJt Wilsall. It is tilled lVith shdlles which hold 9,000 1IOIumes reflecting his intcrests during rach 

period of his life. 

TH E WOOD ROW W I LSON ROOM 





SPECIAL SERVICE TO CONGRESS 

SPECIAL RLSE.\RCII StR\"ICE is prot'it/ed to tlu Mcmbus ami CommilluJol Congress by the ugis/,ult"C RelerrnC( 

SerIllc(, It'hich employs specialists III mbiect fields 01 Congressioll." ill/crest lor thr purpose 01 pupar",g ab­

iecliu studies on quesliolU be/ou the Congrcss. A broltlsingcollulioll is Iwailable ill the Congressional Remlmg 

Room, Main Buildillg. firsl {loor, lor the lise of Jhc Members. alld bookroolllJ til thc Cllpltol, HOMc alltl St'natc 

Office Buildings arc mOllllfUlled by the Looll Ditlisio n for the purposc 0/ more l·Oectit·dy serI'lIIg the Congress. 

TH E. CO ...· CIl.IiS" I O!'<AI. READI!'>:C ROOM 





THE LAW LIBRARY 

T HE COMPREHENSIVE BODY ol/ega/materials c.Tcccds in size allY comparable collection in the Untied 5 /(1/(1. 

It totals over 700,000 vO/limes ami ptlmphlcf.S. It is especially rich in AmcriClIll alld British laLV, most jidds 

of Latin American/ow, and in Canon and Roman lalu. These materials, togelllt:r lvith unbound iSUlCS and 

bound va/anus of legal periodicals, arc allai/able in the Law Library Reading Room, Main Building, second floor. 

Special referena: assistancc is allOi/able 011 Anglo~Amcrican lalli, Lotin American law, ami other foreign latV. 

Materials cOlleen/cd with /(111.1 ill r(/(II;OIlIO other subjccts-e. g., banking, commercial law, criminology, c:duca· 

lion, illSurancr:, lahor, laxation-arc classified with the general collections. 

A special UIU Library 011 th~ grollnd floor of the Capitol is protlid~d /01' the c011ve11ience of M~mbers of 
COllgress. 

LAW L I BRARY READING ROOl'ot 





SPECIAL RESEARCH FACILITIES 
LIMITED NUMBER Of study rooms (227) and swdy fables (189), as well as special book shdtlCS, arc available

A for invc:stigat.ors pursuing advanud scholarly research. Applications lor auignl11t'nfs may be nuu/c in the 

Office of the Stack am/ Reader Division 00 the Main Reading Room, Mtlin Building, first floor. AssignmclIls arr 

for limited periods, {lilt! may 110t exceed six mOIl/hs. 

A STUDY ROOM 
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INTERLIBRARY LOANS AND THE BORROWING PRIVILEGE 

M 
\TER,I:\LS from tlu: Library's col/ullom IIr~ /Ot1Ilt'd 10 ,he .\Ic-mbcrs lind Com"UltUi of COllgrC'u, orbu GOI'­

crnmcnt Ilgc1Jcics for thdr official aft', uumixrs 0/ tI/(~ Dlp/oum/ic Corps, rdu('(lllolltil IIIstllltflOIlJ, amI 

research libraries. 

As a special strtliu /0 scholarship 'he Librtlry 0/ COlIgUIS lends materials 1101 otlu:ruwc lu'oilllble 10 other 

libraries for ,/,(, me 0/ scholarr pursuing seriol(s rcsctlrc/J. Matrritl/s from the ('ollce/jollS lIrc also /('tll /0 ot/If:r 

fibroriC's for purposes of exhibit. 

Arrangementl for IOatU tlU made throllgh 'he Lollll Dir,isiol1, A/'11lI }1uddlllg. bdscmcnl floor. 

DISI'ATCIIINC ~IAT"RIAL~ TI-IROL; GH THf. MAIL 
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Other Special Scn/icC's 

THE CARD SERVICE 
TI BRARY OF CONGRESS prmtC'd ctlw/og cards l1otlC' been atlai/able for Sll/r smC( IfJ02. I II {tscalt9-19 IIIIS s(rt'ic( 

L brought to the Trctuflry ollhe United SlaUs almosl $900,000. The sales Slock c.ruC'tis 170,O<XJ.0IXJ cards. 

Regular subscribcrs hat'c flllcrrlgcd 0(ler8,ooo lor /hc past {ive years. About 2;.;00,000 curtis lI'erc distributed In 

1949. ;11 comparison with 378.000 ill J()02. Ctlrds distributed sincc Ihe bcgullling 01 the un'ice 10/(1/ hall a 

billion. 

THI:. CARP 01\ ISION SEARCI I I:.S CARD ORDERS 





PHOTOGR,\PHIC SERVICE 

COPll:'S OF M,n-ERIALS 111 the Library's collrctiollI in phO/OSIIlI, microfilm, ami olh~r ncar-prllll forms, not mbjrcl 

10 copyright or OI!Ja res/rlcllom, arc prOt-idcd a/ a mot/erau clmrge. The photodllplicillioll labora/ory if 

one 0/ 'he most modcrn photoduplicatioll production facilitics in cxistt:l1ct' ami is cqttippt"d 10 prot/flu ai~/til 0/ 

,6>53°,000 exposures a year. 

1'IH. "IHJTO'sT,\T SECT]o.~ 





PHONOGRAPH RECORD! GS 

THE RECORDING LABORATORY is (quipped to make sound recordings Oll unbreakable tlillylilc for «tit/ilion 10 the 
Library's no/able collcetion of some 250,000 diSCI and cylifUhrs. Cala/ogs 0/ recordings of se/u/cd A mai­

can folk song and poetry, available lor pi/rehase, may be obtained at:t COIt 0/15 C(1t/.s. Folk sOllg collccting 0;­

pcditiom hape beell sent to 32 sUlUs in (1n cDort 10 preserve a record of American folklore. 





SERVICE TO T HE BLIND 
INCE 19J1 the L1brtlry 0/ ConguJS has procured litaallirc !orlhe blind at (I/ola/ coil 0/ 6.-189,000. This pro· Sgram has produud cdi/lom 0/ 3$5 books ill emboued characlers (Braille lind Moon typcs) , 1,5]0 Jound 

Jromcriptio11J, popularly lamed "llllking books," and 47.100 p/Jol1ogrtlplu (/or the reproductioll 0/ talking books) , 

of which ./4,100 wac dUlrie, fll1d 3/)()(J lIIerc spring.drit1cfJ, TU1l'nly-fil'c rcg;onalllbnlrles and 55 mtlclmu /CfU/· 

illg agencies coopcrtllc Ill/he distribution of "/c:st' malcria/s /0 the at/ult blind 0/ tilt: UllIted SllI/es, its terrilora:! (111(/ 

posse.mom. 

Primed mla/ogs 0/ mala;rr/s {It/IlII,,ble alltl a lI1allual of ins/rIIeljom lor Braille ,,.o/lScriptioll (Ire ot'llilt,blc 

through the Dit·ision for I/u: Blind. Care is e-fercised to achicl't: (I proper btlltmu betwulI curullt popular litera­

lUre ami works of established importancc, thlts prot,iding Lhe bli"d miLh rcadillg resoltrus comptlrablc to those 

at'oi/ab/e to Lht, sighted. 

A TAl.KING BOOK READER 

IIEl.EN KEl.l.ER KEADING BRAIl.l.F. 
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EXHIBITIONS 

EXHIBITS 0/ sc/CC((:ti maurinls JIJ tile Library's col/cCIlom arc IIIS/albi ;11 exhibit Circus 0/ both Lib,c"y build­
ings. Amollg til(: more popular pamom:l1( exhibits arc the Com/iII/1I01l, the Bill ol /bglttI, the Artidcs of 

Confederation, the Dec/aralioll oj /mlepcmlwa,lhc Gettysburg Address, amI IhcGlllcllbrrg Bib/c,all Oil the second 

floor 01 the Main Buildi"g. A special sail's 0/ Slalr rxhibitio,u commemorates significant lIIwit1t'rsaTio 0/ 

illdit1idunl Stalcs. A,moIIllCUIIOJlS 0/ ClIrrclll exhibits arc aNli/able a/ all cIIJnmcc:s. 

Til" OECI.ARA'r'ON Of INDEI>El\;OE~ CE AND 

THE CONSTITUTION OF TilE U'\'ITED STATES 





CONCERTS AND LECTURES 

T HE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS is the largelt prodtlc~ 0/ chamber music CQnurts (/,Jj9 since 1925: 592 in the 

Library, 767 cXlcmioll concerts). These concerts, as /.Veil as poetry rcadings, arc spolISorcd by the Coolidge 

Foundatioll and the Whillall Foundation Qnd arc prcunted ill the Coolidge Auditorium, Main Building, btlSC­

menl floor, where slaO meetings 4rc also held as ;11 the photograph 011 the opposite page. Th e Coolidge 
Auditorium was tl/(: gift 0/ Mri. Eli::abdh Sprague Coolidge. 

STAFF FORUM I N THE COOLlOGE AUDITORIUM 





WHITTALL PAVILION 

T
HE WHllTALL PAVILION, adjaulIllo lilt: Coolidge Auditorium, was the gift 0/ Mrs. Gcrlrudt: Clarke Whittoll, 

and hOllses the rarc Slradiuori illstruments which she presented to the Library. The Budapest Quartet is 

the principallfIcr 0/ the Stratls. 





COPYRIGHT 

Til E LIBRARY OF CONCRESS, has had since 1870 lhe rcspoluibllily for ugislermg daims /0 copyright. AI a COII­

uqucllccoj depository uqlllrcmclJl/or copyright registralioll, Ihe Copyright Office is 'h" grcUUJI single JOllrcc 

of acquisition lor Cllrrcu/ moteT/ois (allier Ih«n documolls) as I/Iel/ as 011 imporltml source of/orcigll work!. 

lucluded among the materials r('giltered arc domestic and joreign books, pamph/rtJ, mu/iml alUl dramatic COni . 

pOIitjollS, motioll pictures, nwps. newspapers, and morks 0/ art mlmbcrillg mort: t/UlIJ 1,000,000 regislratiom tiurillg 

the pasl five years. I II "1(: Itw 50 ycars copyright lUI tit-posited imo the Treasury 0/ the United SUlI(,S have tOla/cd 

Ot'cr /0,000,000. Cll/a/ogs 0/ copyright elllrics arc published pcriodicall)I, 
The Copyright Ogiet" is lOCale-" in thl' An1Je-x Bllildillg, first/loor. 

TilE .MAIL BRINGS AN AVERAGE OF 1,000 PIECES 

TO THE COPYR IGIIT OFF ICE EVERY DAY 
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