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PREFACE.

HERE are people in our time who treat the inquiries of the
genealogist with indifference, and even with contempt. His
researches seem to them a waste of time and energy. Interest in
ancestors, love of family and kindred, those subtle questions of race,
origin, even of life itself, which they involve, are quite beyond their
comprehension. They live only in the present, and care nothing for
the past and little for the future; for “he who cares not whence he
cometh, cares not whither he goeth.”

. When such persons are approached with questions of ancestry,
they retire to their stronghold of apathy ; and the querist learns,
without difficulty, that whether their ancestors were vile or illus-
trious, virtuous or vicious, or whether, indeed, they ever had any, is
to them a matter of supreme indifférence.

Now we think it can be shown that this state of feeling is an ab-
normal one, a perversion of the natural and kindly impulses of the
heart, which lead us toregard our progenitors with respect and affec-
tion. Sometimes it is assumed; often it is caused by that lofty in-
dependence of character which disdains to admit that its eminence
has been attained through the wealth or patronage of ancestors; but
more generally it arises from the disgust and aversion caused by that
faolish pride of lineage, which refuses recognition to a man unless
he can unfold a long and famous pedigtee, and which claims honor
and consideration from the mere accident of birth, and without re-
gard to character or attainments. This pride of lineage is, un-
doubtedly, one of the weakest and maost foolish foibles of humanity ;
yet there is above and beyond it a veneration and a love for ancestry
that is commendable. Indeed, this forms one of the most pleasing
traits of the race, and has obtained among all peoples and in all ages.
We see it in that beantiful custom of the East, which makes an oath
sworn by the tomb of ancestors forever sacred-—in Zneas bearing his
father from flaming Troy, in the thousand legends and poems of the
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classics, in the invention of the Jewish records, and their presérvation
so that the Saviour’s lineage could be traced through them to its
source in Adam, in the stern Roman bearing with him in his migra-
tion, the carved images of his fathers, and giving them the choicést
places in his new home, and, lastly and more markedly, in its power
to rouse a slumbering pegple} w}engewgr);?thgr resource has failed,
and lead them up to néw Thermopylés and Nasebys.

This deep, underlying principle of humanity forms the basis of
Genealogy, and gives strength and solidity to the structure.

Again, one of the chief uses of the science is that it preserves
pedigree; and.pedigree has.an intrinsic.value jn-men, as wdll 'as jn
animals, whatgwer may be thonght to the éontriry by thi unlearn
apd:vulgar, Ifipa merit iniitself and it confers meriton ity Posses’
sor, How oftep. do we hear it sdid 6f @ young man' who is Qoihg well
—*“ It is.to be expected ; he comes-of od stock;" dnd of anoethisey
who is following evil courses—* Viou . can: .ekpedt! nothing better; I
have known his family. for, years+ there is:bad'blood in ' him;”: and %8
experience and observation have lwzought out the established truth-
that “ blooad will tell,” and that, it:is-good policy to Jodkiaskancé at
a man of evil ancestry. ;. (There are, however; exceptionsto this rule!’
Virtue is of perenpial growth inithe human' suly and Sméy bléom’
even in the breast of the convict's son;while boys born to good fami+
lies sometimes go astray—generdlly, however, from want of patefital
care and management,ar from other exttangous cauvses, and-not-ffom
any, predisposition teigvil) (.o, L3 Gt o 00 Tl

. Men/s experience; then, has settled that the virtues as well'ad the'
vices of the fathers are transmitted to their children- - Genealogy, /by
its, zesearches in; heredity and:transmission; goes further, and-hssertd!
that their traits,and predilections, their:acquisitidns; imental'aid!
physical, their moedes.of thought dnd even of expression are transs
mitted, also, and teaches. that generations.whom: we! thought'long
since dead still live in s, exist in: cur-existence; act in -Gur dctions;’
and thipk in pur thenghts, - Now, ifithese/things are wg-iand their-
truth is established béyond cavil—are not the votaries of the seiece:
justified in'propoundingia new. axiom, that he-isthe real milliciraire.
who inherits a virtaous;ancestry; since hehist. receive iwithiit! a
good name, good abilities, and: sound:judgnent, and these' i turn:
will.confer, on- hin @ clear.titlesto. ivealth, honéstrfame; and' alt- the’
agquisitions andrachieventéntd ;of the humdntinind, o 0l 5 o o7

-1 (Genealogy preserves thivblessingof anuestsy 1o ani » ¥t dlserine
cludes, in its, proyince the questions -of: heredity, traparbissioh; and!
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sélectidn—questiohswhich affect the origin.and gerpetuation of life
itself..": It becomes-a'point, therefore, for modern saéiety to. deter-
mine, whether it is. notrworthy!of a better fate than to.be imprisoned
i the: pages of  the Doomsday+Book, or delegated to the monkish
antiguary 2nd the cobwebbed sanctutn of the vital statistician.
ref late there has been a marked revival of public interest in the
lahors of the genealogist. Publications devoted to his specialty have
met with more!genérousssupport. ..Societies. have-been incorporated-
by:legislatures for. the ibetter prosecuntion .of. géneslogical inquiries,
and in most States anizceurate registration. of the births, marriages
anbd deéaths; in éachitownship. is provided for by law, seo that at no
distant .day we may hopéto sée the réstless, migiatory spirit of the
early days of the ropublic:succeeded by a better cultivation of home
ties and: sanctifies, and of the humanizing virtues of filial respect
and affection. - .

[N e
Afl:er same years ‘of labor, and many unavmdable delays. the
s Hlstory, 1s now offered to the family; that it has some deficiencies
is not denied - it is-hoped that it has also scroe merit ;. these will prob-
albilybe discovered by the critically inclined and need not be adverted
toshere. - Few however who read the pages of the work will form any
justidea of the labor and. difficulty involved in its compilation; in
tracing the scattered members of the family through atl their wandér-
ingsfora period of nearty three centuries ;. in the labor of extensive
correspondence, which alone would fill volumes ; and the examina-
tion of.town, parish. and. state records, histories, ancient wills and-
deeds, tombstones of the dead, and other sources of information ;-
and these labors too sometimes increased by the neglect, or refusal
to respond of thdse frém whom ihformatién was sought.
Iystinoonstructing the penealogy the compiler has. visited most of
the towns where the family early took root, and has personally exs
amined:the records pertaining.to his-subject its accuracy, exéept
inithe few instancesistated,.niay he received without question ; its’
statenients are supported by either documentary or-oralevidence; in
completeness it is: believed :that it wilk compare favorably with most.
fimily. histories published j: the éartier generations will. be found
completé, br nearly: so—-the later mare fragmentary—but- for this
thieanthor should: not-be:beld: redponsible, sincewlie avas: forced to;
depend upon the living for his data. Y
'wmnBit the'record:-has Heen A -much. more -than: ordmmly fchﬁir:ult
one fo.cobostrict. - THe farmily isa Dioneér one par sxcellense, snd the
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insatiate sea, and clamorous West, alike absorbed great numbers of.-
its members, all knowledge of whose fate was lost by their kindred.
.at-home, and of course to the family historian who sought to pre-:
serve it. The partial loss of the Fairfield records also added to the.
difficulty of tracing that branch of the family.

The material for the biographies has been drawn mainly from
old papers and records preserved in the State Library at Hartford,
for free access to which, as well as for many valuable hints, I am-
indebted to Charles J. Hoadley, Esq., State Librarian, a gentlemand
whose antiquarian research is exceeded only by his courtesy.

For the matter contained in the sketch of Colonel Aaran Burr, I:
am largely—though not wholly—indebted to preceding biogra..
phies ; especially to Mr. Parton’s exhanstive work on the subject;-
Y am aiso indebted to that gentleman for vajuable papers, not before,
published, placed at my disposal.

The biographies of the earlier members of the family contain
facts and incidents, which will prove the more interesting, because
not easily accessible to the general public.

The compiler had hoped to present a record of the cases tried:
before Chief Justice Peter Burr, but was surprised to find on mak-
ing inquiry, that the dockets of the colonial courts are not preserved:
in our archives. The #tes only, I believe, of cases, are preserved:
in Civil and Ecclestastical papers.

The transcript from the wills and inventories of the old colo-
nial magistrates are given, not only as being of interest to their
descendants, but because they: present a picture of the manners and
customs of the times,

ARRANGEMENT OR PLAN oF THE WOREK.

THE pLAN of the work is substantially the same as thal pursued
in most works of this kind. )

The numerals on the left of the page give the whole number of
Burrs, down to any period of time. The small figure over a name
at the right—thus, DanielS,—indicates the generation to which that.
person belongs, reckoning from his first ancestor in this country.

A few moments’ attention to the directions which follow, will
enable the reader, though not skilled in genealogy, to find the pedi-
gree, and trace the descendants of any person mentioned in Part I,
of the Index,

The figure in brackets at the right of a name~thus, Daniel
Burs® (6)—on p. 5, refers backward to No. 6, 1st page, where an.
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account of this Daniel will be found. He is one of the children of
Jehu Burr® (z), and by referring to No. z on the left of the same
page, we find that he is the son of jehu Burr No. r—the ancestor
of this branch,

Reversing the process, In order to trace descendants, we find
that the Number of Aaron?, the sixth son of Dariel® (6) is 46, and
following the numbers in brackets to (46) p. 17, we find his children
to be Sarah® No. 122, and Aaron Burf® No. r23. Col Burr was then
the fifth generation from Jehu Burr and of his known descendants
the 123d; and this method if followed will give the descendants of
Jehu Burr to the latest generation.

The children of Burr mothers when krown, are given in connec-
tion with the name and birth of the mother; in some cases they are
traced for several generations. The errata and addenda should be
consulted, if a family record is found not complete.

Names of families whom the compiler could not connect, or
whose records were received too late for insertion will be found in
the appendix; alsv a summary, and other papers of interest.

In conclusion, the author would tender his hearty acknowledg-
ments to the many members of the different branches of the Burr
race, who by their deep interest in the work, and by prompt and
full correspondence, have done 50 much to aid him in an enterprise
requiring for its achievement unlimited patience, and years of severe
labor. It was his intention at first to confine his researches to his
own family, the Fairfield branch ; but many other branches express-
ing their interest in the work, and representing that 3 histdry of the
family, which did not include at least the threc great Puritan
branches, would be incomplete.—since all had a.commeon origin—he
concluded to so far widen the scope of his work as to include them

-within its record. And later, that it might be a general history of

the family in America, the New Jersey branch was also included.

The work was.undertaken with no hope or prospect of adequate
pecumary reward, and may be regarded as the fruit of the author's
interest in such matters, and of his desire to preserve to posterity the
memory of the fathers; in doing this he has presented merely a
record of their heroic lives and deeds, which to him seemed more
effective and seemly than pages of glowing eulogium. How fir he
has succeeded in his aim, is quite within the provmce of the reader.
to determine.

RepDinG, Conn., Marck 10, 1878,
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. E may claam‘ far our systrm iof npmencla.ture, the hoa.nesl:I
" a.nthmty, smce “ir was mshtuted f:y the reator hlmself
when his crowning work stood comp[ete before h1m, and was pro-
nounced “very good.” “: i e i -
Curlously enough the fu‘st ma.n was Iilamed from the Sl.HbStaﬂCE
of wh:ch h15 body was formed—wAJdam--rcd earth a.nd qmte natu-
rally he in time, gave to 1115 cluldrep names sugﬁested py the sub-‘
stances, or abjects sen51ble to hlS touch or r vision; in thxs way,no.
doubt, arose the custom, almost umversal m the Ea.st, of a.pplymg
names which meaﬂt somethmg, Whlch 51gmﬁed some tlme, place,
quality, or circumstance connected with the individval's Birth, or
pethaps, some incident in the life of his parents.;, _....1, ., 4
It was the Romans, if we m15take not, wha first dlgmﬁed, the, ins;
dividual by the application of. two ox.mate Bamey—the prenomen.
and the cognomen, answering.tp ourchristian or. ])apl;i,ismalt pame,,
and surna,mq—arcustom which has become 5 ,un,wqrsal ag-1t Is,prop:-,

commg under \rassalage, no d,ouht_ 5ier,weﬂ thp cust@m” Qld, Eng—,
ligh surnames: aroge:in yarious ways, some.in amanner admitting an;
eRsy. qxplanatmn, Whlle pthers: have ha,ﬁied the mpst, 1§a.med qu:gd}
ingenious research. .. i L ettt at ren s oadan
. By .far the. Iargeqt ,number, wea;e dprw.ed, fram Qcc}.].]gatppq, AS,
Farmar, F, ulIer,r, Shepherd;.. Wall;er, Rider, ietc, ; angtherJarge class,
from mental, and, physical , peculiarities; as Shor,., Sharpy(dmick;;
Keene, Long, angd still another, from,natyral and. ylslble objects; as

Wolfe, HOEE,,LYO!% Hay, ROSQ,. Reed, etc., ;. THLL VRN g
. This list might.be extended mdeﬁmtely, and- may1 he cpntlgq.wd
l:gy the.reader.at his pleasure. .» . oo oo S0 wes T oo

. Another very important and, ;ntqreang -clasg jof; nantes ;is of ;
fgxelgn origin, and . was.introduced, at the time of the Nozman.inva,
si‘?!?:.aﬂdzﬁonﬂqeﬁﬁ-:w.a; sils mbiten g e aid o nl bafaan pue s d

Camden, {quoted by Lower in his valuable work on,English,
Surnames ) observes on this point, that. there is scarcely 2 villsge
in Normandy which has not surnamed some family in England,
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aHd in his 1id0 G fanfifigs Wus Tinpstted fon Noriandy, Bretdgne,
and the Netherlands, places the name of Burr-—-anclenﬁy and pr@a
erly written By Arnesnep ol 6 ey B bt o

D Pwelpaileid o of 1ocality; as's plance ‘a.t*any good map -of 'the
Netherlands, in which the ancient spellinifof plices'is retained;’
will shioWw ? #t hid forrgrly, 4! nfuch 'sufterand stoother sound than
at ]l*a'e’sent 'iié}i'n'g' Tesn' spélie& Birer; and ‘pronounced Bure—some-'
thing li Re' the'iibdbrn Fiéfich woild- Bhirie, (butter)—but the Anl
gf:‘f-S:f ol with Hi€ fohidndss for ¥helatsher consofiants, eliminated-
the's] and‘aﬁfimg‘ & finat i gavé it 16 18’ in-its present: form, one of
the shortest and crisgest names in the language. -

O Froih {He forégompy it !appea:f‘s ‘that the ‘traditions- which ascrlbe
t8°the Tafhily's’ Gerimaw ‘brigit-aré Correct, ‘although ‘before taking
root here, it wis' Anghc:zed by ‘five ceiituries; contact with Enghish
s0il and opinions, and imbibed much of the Englishman’s love of
f&irtpiﬁy;”aﬁdJ sturdy (défence of 'whdthe regatds ashis rights” The
na{melﬁr‘ fibt ‘¢omvhsh in England altho\ug‘h sufﬁclehtly numerows to
Bé lleépécf.a.ble, and Humiberd a:mcmg ‘ts ‘members several families of’
e wobility, 1 v s e e ]

1A Kifef hckount of some of’ these; ‘gidatied by-the- zuthor in his
rébeite RS Y Mtrodhced Herd, ‘vivt ds beanﬂrg upon the sub]ect but
as bemg of interest to the family. '’/

TR Waltsrdss Coubly Féniihbs ‘of the Umted ngdom, we
eRtrse el foliofitig 1 - e 2RO

“ Daniel Higford DaVat Bhibr: bfde%;‘t” 'sm:l “of ‘I{.leut General
Daniel Burr, by his second wife Mary, daughter and heir of James
Davis Esq., of Chepston, Co. Monmouth, born in r811, married 1839
Anne Margaretta only dau. of the late Capt. Edward Scobell R. M.,
and has issue.

“ Mr. Butr was educated at Eton and Christ church Oxford, is a
Magistrate for Co. Gloucester, and a J. P. and Q. L. for Berks and
Co. Hereford. Lord of the manor of Aldermaston, and patron of two
livings ; he was M. P. for Hereford 1837—48. This family was for-
merly seated in Herefordshire, and Mr. Burr, purchased Aldermas-
ton from the Congreves in 1847."

The coat of arms of this family is thus described, in Burke's
* Cyclopadia of Heraldry.”

* Burr (as borne by the present David Higford Davall Burr, Esq
late M. P. for Hereford).

“ Ermine on a Mount Vert, issuing from park palings, with gate
proper, a lion rampant, or, holding in dexter paw a scimetar all proper.
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On a chief, indented sable, two lions rampant, argent, quartering.
among others.

Davis, gule, on a bend ermine, a lion passant, sable.

Higford, vert, on a Chevron between three bucks’ heads cabossed,
or, as many mullets sable,

Scudamore, gules, three stirrups leathered and buckled, or,.
Crest. out of a mural crown inscribed with the word “ Ternate,” a_
Malay, holding in his dexter hand the colors of Ternate, all proper
—granted in commemoration of the capture in 1801 of that Island,
the chief of the Malaccas, by the late Lieut. General Daniel Burr,
H.E.ILCS. .

Beside this there are several families of Burrs, seated in Essex Co.
at Ramsay, Dover Court, and Wrabnese, whose coat of arms is an
ermine, 2 chief indented sable, and two lions rampant.

Three coats of arms are found in the family, one, (presented in
the frontispiece of this work) is in the possession of Mr. Henry T.
Burr of Boston, 2 member of the Dorchester Branch; a second is
owned by Miss Hawley, of Bridgeport, Conn,, a member of the Fair.
field branch, and on comparing the two, it was found that they were
alike in every particular—a fact which points to a common origin
for those two branches, at least.

The third is in the possession of Mrs. Detheridge of Washington,
Va.,and was given to her grandfather, by his cousin, Col. Aaron Burr,
soon after the latter’s return from England.



INTRODUCTION.

ETWEEN the years 1630 and 1640, three Puritans—heads of

families,—set sail for the New World, then, above everything

else, attracting the attention of the bold and daring in every country
of Europe.

The first of these to arrive in this country was Jehu Burr. He
came with Winthrop’s famous fleet in 163o, and on hls arrival set-

“tled in Roxbury, Mass.

Thence her accompaunied William Pynchon to the founding of
Springfield, and eventually settled at Fairfield, Ct., where his de-
scendants became the firmest pillars of the old colonial structure,
and prominent in both civil and military affairs.

Second in point of time was Benjamin Burr, a member of the

sturdy and gallant band that marched through the wilderness to
“found the city of Hartford in 163s.

He was the father of a numerous and respectable family, known
to genealogists as the Hartford Branch. His descendants displayed
" no special aptitude for public affairs, but they filled the professions
—in which many attained eminence—and as merchants, manufac-
tuters, and farmers, became the “solid ” men of their various com-
munities, and acquired wealth and respectability.

They settled principally in Connecticut and New Vork, and
are also quite numerous in Illinois and Towa.

Last in point of emigration was the Rev. Jonathan Burr,
founder of the Dorchester Branch,~—a man of finished education,
and of really eminent abilities, but who was cut off in the prime
"of life before his career had fairly begun. His descendants are not
so numerous as those of Jehu or Benjamin, but possess the same
-general traits, pérsonaj characteristics, etc,, as the members of the
other branches; they are engaged chiefly in business and profes-
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sional life, and are found in nearly every State in the [Tnion,
though most numerous in Maine and Massachusetts.

Such is a brief sketch of the three great Puritan families of the
name in New England, They are the only ones mentioned in the
genealogical ?{ d[ srllay the author to
comprise all“ h@ J:I:r ﬁ(iv %—rih{:xpi s nearly com-
pieted, he.discovered a fourth—the New Jersey branch, founded

about 1681 by Henry Burr, a wealthy-Quaker, and an associate of
William Penn.

.{This family, settled, largely i, New, Jersey, and oasterp-Pe
. ¥0i, apd.ail that the eompilex has heep. abie to glean, conce
“inwill be, Sound niths eceniagy.of the fmily, in Par 1L,
Mr. Savage found on the English shipping lists, the, gg,m?sxqf
_two other Bu;p's—emggran@ 9. America—viz; Matthg\.\; B,
22 ¥rsigehg; embarked in the Primross, (apt, Dovglas, at Grayes-
end, July 27, 1635, and Jeremy Burr, = 2o}ﬂvhoig§{leﬂ 'ﬁ“{sf e

Smd#“ Capt, Chappell, for Virginiz, May: 28, 3635, bat mo
HACES O ‘t[111em oF 6 of thmr descends,nts are found n,| this Sopatry,
.. Concemmg thp mteresltlng qlhr;stmn A5 to the lj'e}lfal;lonshlp ex-
1stmg between the a.ncestors of tﬂree l1?15‘11'1ta.1.'1 ranches, f[ ha\re
nothmg except con]ectures “and suggestmns to oﬂ?:r not 4 scrap
:;he fact of. su'ch relatmuéinp, is known to be m e:pstence
" "The author is of opinion however—from the s{nmtlant.y, of per—
_sonal appearange, physwal stmcture, a.nd menta.l. tralts apparg‘nt n
thcu' descendants, and the fa,ctr';ilat t'he sam ,ﬁ“} 1(099: gpgalr}bar&d

ﬂle shme q:itlr,ile’t;fu;l1 namﬁs are of frt?quept recurrech Pn‘[ ng ._}1

ST 4r ) FOn ] FHLT vip a0t ubtl n
that fhese persons were from the same of amiliks 0
[h AL .[ti w1 B dTL T TR T LONEGT], IEBCE IIJ[ ‘.‘.‘ fI.——
ratmg t ls 15 t e act of .t e;r nf:ar sxmultaneous a.P
ol jo tont U bTOE ,J. PIITY] m;u )1 3 ,d: 'mJ
America—alt ough. mot, coming in cor Jpaq?r ‘;‘ een
e ,ntm ‘“lcé.;n "; ri n” J’I]ﬂp'}% bru.f;lu mumrt
, sent ,ﬁrs o spy, out the k rm(,'%n g ora} € Jepo:

ha.d ‘nduced the others {nbtﬂre-g%i?ele G ”m rJrrzl;F}l%%?nl[P (Ehﬁ i
land of promise.
:[‘he identity of tj}e coats of arms also favors this view “of the (case-

(EL O LIED T h HICH 110['F'I"{I{i’ QIO q m
orongl search i rough. {1 Tg%n
ey HIRI e N I g 13 1II antlt
Dooms ayJ ank m!ght de,terml e the questmn‘,rﬁut]F at; ( ¢
e 1 i.\:
came w1thm the scope of the a.ut rﬁs??t[ purpose, whic i h Was
pt 1] il ol n

m 11 a I:ustor o}‘ the £amail m
to co P e y mx') ife J?Jq.() J(ﬂf” el BTN O O(
| '# Bxeept the ftmiliarone that tHree Mhﬂz‘ers’ahﬁﬂut!d[ﬂ'ﬁm-ﬂuw, aiid bnm@e

.f"“‘-‘d‘:‘?"’“‘hef"rmﬂ?—hﬂ" Vool Doosann wia ool andnnid v




INTRODUCTION. Ry %3

- Thereare some.paintslin e;qnna(;tlonr with; the, h,‘.»s(mry and _ de-
velopment of the Fairfield Branehwhich,, wa],l[provg of the great-
-£stinterest;noH onlxztp the. genealogist, rh}ltf tothe student of hered-

hmyua‘swelll Sodie lews ol e rea etz o o

ot f¥his branch ;was exceedead by.none qf the Old celomal familxes

+0fy New, England,; gither- in' the: mﬂuenca which it exerted on
viublic affairs/op -in! the- gualifty and. mefde: of the men whmh it
pmduced T .

;. Its-founider miay. have been a scion of some n.oble house in Eng-
;land ;-but. was more. probably.a well-to-do- member of ,the middie

~classy-busiwhatever his.birth, we must:concede to him possessign

sokerrtain marked qualities, such- 2 gredt.energy, asuperabundanee
~pfiwill . power, and theitalént.of Zederskip~-thas subtie quality dif-
ficuls tacdefine,-but which: men -réadily recognize; and which' ren-

ders its possessor a leader in society; and allowing him these

-iqualities, it will-be- interesting £o note- how: they ‘were transmitted .
- iry: anels reproc'luced am, his-descendants: . — -

-2 Hiis son:Major ‘John -Burr was-an -officer in the F]:ench and In—
idiawomrars;: Assistant,, 3 <e ;. Senator, or member of the Upper
Ha(lsg;[anﬂ Magistrate of the:Coleny..:
reod Hisothires cother- sons . were: representatives, -and local. magts-

irates of:Fairfieldy :His grandson, Col.;John Burr, commanded a

wdetachment -in. the! expedition to Port Royal against the Freoch,

-and in the Albany expedition against the Indians. He was alsoan
Assistant and Magistrate of ‘the Colony:- Nathaniel Burr, another

~grandsem,iwas a’lalryer.of prominence,. Samuel Burr, also a grand-

150nygraduated atiHarvard iCollege, and was: master of the famous
Chaxzlestomi- Grammer ;School for twelvé: years,cor:until Tris. death,
Ancther grandson, Peter Burr, also graduated at Harvard, was
Chief Judge of the Supreme Court of the Colony, Assistant, and
Magistrate; he was also elected Deputy Governor by the Senate,
but lost the position from the refusal of the House to concur.

The little town of Fairfield, on the shores of the Sonnd, with its
strong families of Burrs, Golds, Wakemans, ahd Sillimans, then en-
joyed that political dominance of the Colony, which Hartford now
exercises over the State, and as the former Deputy Governor—
Gold—had been a native of that town, the House through jeal-
ousy, refused to elect his townsman Mr. Burr, as his sucecessor.

Of the fourth generation, Col. Andrew Burr, grandson of Major
John, commanded the Connecticut regiment raised for the expedi-
tion against Louisburg, and shared in the hardships of the siege,
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~and the glory of the final victory. He was also Assistant and
"Magistrate and a lawyer of eminence.
In the same generation we have Rev. Aaron Burr, a graduate
of Yale College, and reckoned one of the besj acholars, and most
“finished orators of his day-ébﬁ: founder and resident of the
i present Princeton- College. Lastly in the fifth gemeration we note
" Cel, Aaron Burr—mentally and physically at least, the most perfect
man Ametica ever produced.
Other men have been great in some one specialty, he was great |
" in the very versatility of his talent, and in his capacity for perform-
‘ ing every work of humanity, Noticesome of his qualities—his iron
resolution, strength of will, physical hardihood, and his almost
absolute mastery of men, and how nearly they coincide with those
- exhibited by his ancestors; his career too was an epitome of
- theirs.

A soldier without fear and without reproach—a lawyer who al-
ways won his cases,—as an office-holder, remarkable for strict in-
tegrity, and amazing dispatch of business——as President of the Sen-
ate, with sturdy independence, restraining the angry torrent of
partisanship, and always deciding in the interests of truth; lastly
a pioneer—I think his career would have been incomplete without
that—aiming to found in the South-western wilderness, a model
state, which, with its genial sun and fertile soil, and equal rights to
all, should eclipse that other commonweaith, founded by his ances-
tors on the rocky shores of New England. )

But we must not dwell longer : we have only hinted at a train
of thought which the reader may pursue at his leisure, and for
which he will find abundant material in the records which follow.



PART 1.

HISTORICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL.






FAIRFIELD BRANCH.

JEHUE BURR.

ITH Winthrop’s fleei early in 16830, came ‘to the New
World one whose descendants were destined to-play a not
ummportant part in the affairs of the coming nation.

His pame was Jehue Burr. He was the first of his race in
America, s0 far as we have any record, and soon after hiz arrival
gettled in Roxbury, Mass.

He was admitted a freeman in 1632. In 1635 both himsel
and wife appear as members of the chmreh in Roxbury. About
the same time be received hig firat sppointment in the colony, as
overseer of roads and bridges between Boston and Roxbury.

At a General Court of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, held at
Boston, Aug. 6, 1635, ““ Mr. Tresur* (Treasurer an official title)
Jehne Burre and John Johnson were appointed a commiitee for
“ Rockebury ™ and a like nomber of men for Bostor ¢ in the mak-
ing of & cart-bridge over Mrddy River, and over Stony River at the
charge of Boston and Rocksbury.”

t

His name also appears in the records of a General Court held
at Newtown. March 1, 1635, as follows :

¢ The difference betwizt Mr. Dumer and Jehue Burre, a.bout.e
Mr. Dumer’s swine spoyling his corne, is by their consent referred
to the final determination of Wm. Parke, Goodman Potter, snd
Goodman Porter.”

No farther mention is made of him in the Massachusetts
Records.

He did not, however, long remain a resident of Roxbury:
there, opportunities for rizing in the world were far too limited to
#uit one of his enterprising turn, and in company with several
other aspiring spirits, he early determined on a farcher emigra-
tion. The seftlers had often heard from the friendly Indians of
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the rich valley lande of the Connecticut several days’ journey west,
and early in the spnng of 1636, Wm. Pynchoen, Jehue Burye, and
six other yonng men, "*“of good spirits and sound bodies.” with
their families, and effects, set out on a journey through the wil-
derness to this land of promise,

The women and children performed the journey on horseback,
the men on foot. They followed & blazed path through she foress
that led them over wooded heights, through romantie glades, and
acrose foaming torrents, now skirting the shores of an ancient lake,
where the besaver reigned undisturbed by man, and again follow-
ing the westward enrrent of a placid river, until at last they issned
from the forest, upon the banks of the Connecticut. ~ Here they
buils their village, which they called Agawam, and which in our
d&v has- expanded into-the ﬂouushmg city of Springfield.

" The following documents concerning the early history of
Springfield, furnished the New England Historical and Genealogi-
cal Register, by Mr. Btearns of Springfield, will be interesting to the
descendants of Jehue Burr.

The firat is a copy of the deed given by fthe Indians of Aga-
wam, to Wm. Pynchon, Jehne Barr, and Henry Smith, dated,
¢t Agaam, alias Agawam. - This fifseenth day of Juie, 1636, '

“Jt is agreed between Commuck and Metaneham, ancient Indiana of
Agmam, for and in the neme of sl the other Indians, sad in particular for
aud in ye name of Cuttomas, the right owner of Apsam and Quana, and in
the name of bis mother, Kewenegek, the Teomeshan, or wife of Wenarois; and
Wianum the, wife of Coa: To and with William Pynchon, Henry S8mith, and
Jehue Burr, their heirs and associates, for to truck and sel sli that ground-and
muck of quittag, or meadow accompsick, viz.: on the other side of Quana,
and alt the gronad and muckeos quitteg on the side of Agarm, exeept cot-
temsckees, or ground that ia now planted, fer ten fathem of wampum, ten
coats, ton hoes, ten Ligtehets, and ten knives; and also the ad. ancient Indians
witl the consent of the reat, and in particular with the comsent of Menia,
Waestherme, and Itapometinan, do trucke and sel to Willinm Pynchon, Henry
Smith, Jehue Burr, and their associates, for all that ground on the east side
of Quinnectieut River, ealled Usquanok, snd Mayasset, reaching about four
or five miles in length, from the North end of Massacksicke, up to Chicopee
River, for four fathoms Wampuam, four coats, foar hoes, foar Latchets, fonr
knives, - .

Also the sd. ancient Indiana do with the consent of the other Indigna, and
in particalar of Machetuhond, Wemapawew, and Mohemeres tracke.and seil
the ground and mucke of quistag, and gmqnd& nﬂ_jmumg ca.lled Mmmksmke,
Tor four fathom of VWampum, four mts, _fol.mhﬁes four hatcheta, and foyr
kmves and the said Pynchon hath in hand\pniﬂ. $hé said ten fathom of Wam-
puin, ten coata, ten nes, ten Ratchets, and fa' knives to the’ paid Jommuek
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and Metanehan, snd doth forther condition with said Indians, that they shall
have and enjoy all that cottinackees, or ground that iz now planted, and have
liberty to take fieh and deer, groand nuta, Walnats, and Acorns, sand Sasai.
kiminock, or & kind of Pesse, and aleo if any of said eattle epoyle their
corne, to pay as it is worth, and that hogs shall not go on the side of Agaam
bat in corn time; alzo, the ad. Pynchon doth give to Wrathorme, two coats,
over and above the said part expressed, and in witness hereot, the two said
Indians and the rest, do set their hands this present 15th day of June, 1636.”

The deed was signed by thirteen Indians, and also by Pynehon,
Burr and Smith.

The articles of agreement between the planterz of Agawam are
algo preserved in the Genealogical Register. The following is an
sbstract :

May M4, 1636,

We, whoee names are underwritten, being by Geod’s providence engaged
together to make a Plantstion at and over against Agawam, upon Connecti-
<ut, doe mutzally agree to certayne articles and orders to be observed and
kept by-us, and by our successors, except well and every of us, for ourselves,
and in our own persons, shall think meet upon beiter reasons to alter our
resofutinns,

1ly. Wee intend, by God's grace, as seone as we can with all convenient
speade, to procura some Godly and faithful minister, with whom we purpose
to joyoe in Church Covenant to walke in =1l the ways of Christ,

2y. Wee intend that our town shall be compoeed of fourty families, or if
we think meet after to alter cur purpose, yet not to exeeede ffty families,
riche and poors,

3ly. That every inhabitant shall have & eommon portmn for & housge-lot,
as we phall see meet for every one’s quality and estate,

41y. That every tne that hath a house-lot, shall have a portion of the cow-
pasiure to ya North of Endbrooke, lyinge pnorthward from the towne, and
also that every one shall have a share of the hassokey marsh over against
his lat, if it be to be had, and every une to have his portionable sghare of all
the woodland,

Gly. That every one ghall have & chare of the meddowe, or plantinga
ground, over against them as nigh as may be, on the Agaam aide.

6ly. That the long meddowe ealled Massacksick, lyinge in the way to
Dorchestor, ehell be distribated to every man as we ghall think meet, except
we shall find other conveniency for some, for their milch eatiayle, nad other
eattle also,

Tly. 'That the meddow and pasture called Negas, toward Pawtucket, on
¥o sida of Agaam, Iyinge abeut four miles above in the river, shall be dis.
iributed-to every man as shove gaid in ye former order a.nd thip wag alwred
with consent before ye hande were set to it

[Articis 8th relates to the mising of taxes.]

Bly. That, Whereas, Mr. William Pynchoo, Jehue Bure, and Henry Smith,
have continued to prosecute this pluntation, when others fell off for fear of
the difftcalties, and continned to prosecute the same at grest charges, end at
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grest personal adventure—therafore it in mutaally agreed that forty acreh of
meddow, lyinge on the south of Endbrooke, nnder a hill-side, shall belong to
the sd. Parties, free-from all charges forever ; that I8 fo say, twenty scres to
Mr. William Pynehon, and hie heirs and assigns forever, and ten acres to
Jehne Barr, and ten acres to Henry Smith, and to their heira and assigns
forever, which enid forty acres is not disposed to them =g any allotment of
town lands, but they are to have their accommodation in all other places not-
withstanding. ' '

[Article 10th fixes the tax to be laid npon those who ghonld join the set-
tlers at a lzter day ] S - ]

11ly. It ia agreed that no man except Mr, Pynchon shall have above ten
acres for his honse.lot, -

{Articles 12, 13, and 14 refer to the disiribution of the land among actual
sottlers, | '

The instrument is signed by seven persons, who may be reck-
oned the first settlers of Apawam, or Springfield.

They seem to have considered themselves beyond the bounds
of the Massachusetts Colony, and to have joined their fortunes
with Counecticut at once, as at the General Court of the latter,

. for that year, Wm. Pynchon appesrs as Deputy for the planta-

tion of Agawam, and indeed for several sessions afterward. Also
the next year—1637—Jehne Burre, who is described as a leading
gpirit in the settlement, was appointed collector of rates therein,

He waa probably the first tax gatherer in the Connecticut Val-
ley, and wag appeased with lesser rates than are some of his sne-
cessore. From the act of Legislatare appointing him, we learn
that, there were then but four settlements or “* plantations,” in the
Connecticut Colony, viz,, Hartford, Windsor, Wethersfield, and
Apawam. Tha collectors for these were Wm. Wadsworth, Henry
Wolcott the elder, Andrew Ward, and Jehue Burre respectively.
Of thiz levy, Agawam’s apportionment was £86 16s., payment op-
tional *in money, in Wampum, at fower a penny, or in good and
merchantable beaver, at 9s. per pound.”

Jehue Burr remsined an active and nseful member of the so-
ciety at Springfield, for about eight vears, and then removed, fot
the third and last time, to Fairfield, Conn., whick had been " dis-
covered s few yvears before, during the famous pursuit of the Pea-
quots, and which with its level landa and warm, produetive soil was
very attractiveyo the early settlers. He zeems to have taken &
high rank at Fairfield, from the first. The next year after his: re-
movsl, in 1645, he represented Pairfield at the General Oourt, again
in 1646, and for several succeeding sessions prior to the ‘nnion of
the Hartford and New Haven Colonies. ' )

L
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Bis name appears quite often in the records of the colony; in
gome cases hard to be distinguished from his son Jehue, thus, in
Col. Rec, Vol. I, p. 125, we read, ‘‘ Jehue Bur the elder, and Tho,
Barlowe, are to be warned to the Particular Conrt.” P. 226, Oct.
6, 1651, ‘“ Tho. Barlowe and Jehne Burr, having appealed from
the Judgment of the last Court of Stratford. the Court, thongh
they see no reason for confirming tha: full verdict of the jury, yeb
they judge it meet, that the aaid Barlowe and Burr shonld pay to
‘Wheeler for his damage, forty shillings.”

As early as 1643 (ommissioners had been appointed by the
New England Colonies for the founding and maintenance of good
schools and other places of learning in their midst, and in 1666 a
plan was presented for “a generall contribntion for the maynten-
ance of poore scollers at Cambridge College.” The commissioners
referred it to the several general courts as ** a matier worthy of due
consideration and enfertsinment,” and it was so considared at the
October gession of the General Court of Connecticut, which ordered
‘¢ that the propositions concerning the scollers at Cambridge, made
by the sd. Commissioners, iz confirmed, and it is ordered that two
men shall be appoynted in every Town within $his jurisdiction,
who shall demsand what every family will give, and the same to be
gathered and brooght into some room in March, and this te con-
tinne yearely as yt shall be considered by ve Commissioners.”

The men appointed to this praiseworthy work for “ Uncowan,”
(Fairfield) were Jehn Bur, and Ephraim Wheeler.

In 1660 be was appointed Grand Juror with twelve other im-
portant men of the colony, and as such. ordered by the General
Court ““to inquire into, and consider of ye misdemeanors and
breaches of ye orders of this Colony, and present all offences to ye
next Particular Conrt,”

The succeeding May he was appointed Commissioner for Fair-
field, and ordered to repair to a magistrate and take the cath; he
was reappointed May 12, 1664, and again in 1668, with Wm, Hill
a8 associate,”

This was his last public serviee, as later mention of the name
in the records refers nndonbtedly to hizs son Jehn, But little is
found of him in the town records of Fairfield now extant. These
records, for the first fifteen or twenty years after its settlement,
were carried to Virginia by one of the original proprietors, and
many others were burned by the British in the War of the Revo-
Tution.

&

£
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There is, however, in Vol. I, p. 147, a record of a land grant
to Henry Jackeon, signed by Jehn Bur, Commissioner, and dated
March 18, 1671, Also P 202, same vol., this entry, “Jebu Bur
having held qmet pozsession of hie house lot for fifieen years, if: is
granted him.” Also, same date, John Bur received a deed from
his father, Jehu Bur.

Asg the fonnder of an 1mpo{'tant and honored family it would
be interesting to know the circumstances of his death, and his
place of burial. Qareful search, however, fails fo discover either;
we know that he died some timé in 1672, from an entry on p. 238,
Vol I, Fair. Rec., Jan. 12, 1673, which mentions J ohn Burr as
receiving 27 acres of land by will of his father,*

No vestiges of his grave remain. The headstones of the earlier
settlers were of exceedingly rude construction, apparently quamed
by the relatives of the decessed before there was any regular stone
cutter in the place, and bore only the initiala of the dead, and the
date of decease. Butfew of these remain, and they are so defaced
by the lapse of time and the action of the weather as fo be almost
illegible.

He was probably buried in the old Fairfield burial ground, or
m that at Stratfield, where many of his more immediate descend-
ants repose. ' ’

We have no record of his marriage, nor of the maiden name of
his wife. He left four soms, Jehn, probably born in England,
John, Daniei, and Nathaniel, all of whom became the fathers of
families, and lived and died in Fairfield. No will or dlstr:but.mn
of property is fonnd.

* In an article in the N. E. Hist. and Gen. Register, Vol. Sth, p. 479, the late Syivester
Judd, Bey., of Northampton, Mass., & I and painstaking genealogist, placeahin death
in 1650, but & carefal weatrch of the Fainfleld records, (we well as the opiniouns of other geneal~
ogista) places his death at 8 moch later petiad. _
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Jehue Barr, son of Jehue Sr., of Fairfield, was born in Eng-
land about 1625, and died in Pairfield in 1692,

His first important ventare, so far as can be ascertained, was
in the purchase of Weantenock, an extensive tract of land ¢ of
which the bomndaries do not appear to have heen very exzactly de-
fined, lying on both sides of the Housatonic River, and compris-’
ing the present township of New Milford, together with a paré of
the adjoining towns south and west.”

Hir partners in the enterprise were Capt. Nathan Gold, after-
ward Lieut. Governor. and hig brother John Buorr, both of Fair-
field,

In 1670, the General Court of Conneeticut granted them liber-
ty to purchase Weantenock and lands adjacent, of the Indians *““ to
make a plantation if it be capable of such a thing,™ and appointed
Mr. Gold, Mr. Jehus Burre, Mr. Hill, Mr. Tho. Fayrchild, and
Mr. Tho. Fitch—all of Fairfield—a committee * for the well or-
dering of the planting of the same, and also to entertain inhabi-
tants,”

At the October session of the Cours, 1670, he was returned as
Deputy,t from Fairfield, baving hiz brother John as associate. By
thiz Court he was appointed u Committee with Messrs. Wadsworth
of Hartford, (hero of the celebraied encounter with Gov. Fletcher)
Steele, Munson, Fowler, Holly, Pratt aud Preutice, who were de-
sired ‘“ to take into their consideration the land belonging to the
severall plantations and consider and ses such an appraisement
apon the land, as near as may be just and equnal, and present it to
thig Court.”

At the General Court, Muy 8, 1673, he again-took his seat as

* Fignre in brackete refers to the number in gonealogical record.

1. Two depnties from each town or plantation in the eolony, chosen by the freemnen of
eaid towne, constitnted the Conrs of Deputies, answering to our Hoaee of Representatives,
The Governar, Depaty Gov. and 12 Assistants, chosen by the Freemen at large, made np
the Conrt of Assistants, answering to onr Senate. These two bedies consiitaced the Gen-
eral Coart. There was alio n third body cailed the Guvernor und Couuedl, eoneisting of the
Court af Assistants, which could be called by the Governor or Deputy Gov, at any time md
hed limfted legislative powers, .
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Deputy for Fairfield. By this court he was voted, for hiz puble
services, a grant of 200 acres of land, “ provided it be not prejudi-
cial to former grants to particalar towns or persons,”

Early in the succeeding summer (1673), occurred the seizure
of New York and adjacent territory, by the ¢ Dutch.” and their
threatened demonstration on Connecticut.

This andacions act threw the fiery little colony into a perfect
fever of excitement; arms were brought ont, ewords pelished,
and bullets molded, snd the mustering of the trainbands filled
every va]]ev, and was echoed from every hlllsxde Gov. Win-
t-hrop 4t once called a special session of the legislature, which w1th
equal celerity passed an act putting the Colony on an immediate
war footing.

The militis were ordered enrolled, arms to be collected, and &
Grand Commission appointed, ““for the establishing, and Com-
missionating of Military officers, the pressing of men, horses,
ships, barks and otbher vessels, arms, ammunition, carriages, pro;
visions, and anything else they judge needfull for their defense,”
and all to be forwarded as soon as collected, to the coast, any one
poini of which seemed as likely as another to be selected for the
threatemed demonstration.

The Fairfield train-band, {in which Jehue Burr, for his good
ability and public services, had been commisgioned Lientenant,}
was no whit behind itz fellows in patnotlsm, and wae disposed
along the coast, awaiting the approach of the hostile squadron—
which however never came—probably alarmed at the vast prepara-
tions made to receive it, and after some days of waiting, the troops
were disbanded, and the war cloud was dissipated as quickiy as it
had arisen.

At the October session of the General Court, 1675, he was ap-
pointed one of the ** Standing Coancil,” fo aitend to affairs in the
interim of the General Court. This body, much like the Gom—
mittee of War of later years, was clothed with arbitrary powers,
and was composed of the best and most trustworthy men of the
00]0!15" He was reappointed to this position May 11th, 1678.

In 1690, he was nominated for Assistant, and again in 91 aad
2, but seems not to have been elected, ag we find him a Deputy
from Fairfield at the May session in 1691. He wae appointed
Commissioner for Fairfield, May 9, 1678, May 8, 1679, May 13,
1680, May 12, 1681, May 11, 1682, May 10, 1683, May 8, 1684,
May 14, 1685, May 13, 1686, May 12, 1687, May 9, 1689, Mav 9,
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1678, he was appointed  to administer the oath to the com’rs in
Fuirfield County, and again in 1691 ““for Stratford, Norwalke,
Stamford and Gresnwich,”

At the General Conrt in 1691, he introduced a very important
bill, which shows him to have been a patron of learning, and keenly
alive to the importance of a sphool system, supported and con-
trolled by the State. Indeed we may cldim him as one of the
originators of the present school system of Connecticut. As being
of interest to the educator as well as to the family, this bill is gwen
entire.

““ Whereas b}r an Act of ye Court in May, 1690, two Grammar
Bcooles were stated and appointed, ve one at Hartford, and ve
other at New Haven, and 60 ponnds a yvear allowed to be paid to-
ward ye mayntaunance of each of ye s'd scooles, ont of ye public
treasury of this Collony, as in and by ye 'd act of ye Court may
more fully appear.

¢*This Court on further consideration of ve matter, do judge it
convenient and necessary for ye increase and incouragement of
good literature, in ve education of youth for public service and
usefniness, that there shall be two other grammar scooles besides
yin. alveady appoynted, viz. : one at Fayrefield, and another at
New London, for ye ease and belter advantage of ye said two
counties, and that for the fature, ye 60 pounds payable out of the
publick treasury shall be paid ag followeth, viz., 15/, per annum
to each of ye &’d countie townes, that doth maintarne a grammar
gcoole, according to the true intent of this act, and ye &’d 157 to
be made 50, per annum to each of ye 8’d scooles.”

This Bill after congideration by the Court was rejected, as it
was thioaght that the colony could scarcely give the needed sup-
port to four schools of 3nch character.

The last mention of him in the Records of the Colony is in
1693, when the Court granted to Mr. Jehn Burr and to Mr. John
Burr, their heirs and assigns forever, ¢‘about 50 acres of roeky and
uneven land lying on each side of the upper side of a piece of
meadow land before laid onf fo them.”

On p. 202 of the Fairfield Town Records there is this entry:
*‘Jehu Burr haviug held guiet possession of a house-lot for 15
years, it is granted him ;” and jn June, 1681, there is a record of
his exchanging and gelling ‘everal - parcels of Iand, His long lot
in Fairfield was the 94th from the Stratford line, and waz 38 rods,

12 links in mdth.e.
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He died in Fairfield, in 1692, leaving a wife and ten children.

Hie will (date 1689) is as follows :

I give to my loving wife the estate I had with her, which was fonr pounds
in money ; she reserving the reat of her estate to her own use and dispoaal.

** Also I give to my eaid wife, ten pounds in provisions to be paid ber
within one year of my decease,

“1 give end bequeath to my son Daniel, aa an addition to what [ have al-
ready given him, eleven acree of land lying mear the two miles rock. in Fair-
field ; alko the lang.lot I bought of Mr. Jones.

“I give and bequnesth to my sons Peter and Bamuel, all the rest of my
lard and all my housing. My pon Peter is to pay to my son Bamuel, fifty
pounds in provisions when my said eon Bamuel shall arrive az the age of
twenty-one years, when the sald Bamus) is fo recaive his portion.”

« [ give to my five daughters, Esther, Elizabath, Barah, Joanns, and Abi-
gail, the rest of my estate, except what I shall hereafter give, and my just
debta first paid, only my daunghter Esther, what estate ghe has zlready re-
cetved muat be accounted for ag a part of her portion; my said daughters to
resgive thelr poriions at the age of eighteen years, or marriage, if they marry
sooner ; and if any of my daughters die before they come to age to receive
their portions, then ssid portions to be equally divided among said remaining
dsuskters, and my will is if my sen Samuel die before he arrives at the age
to receive his porsion, then said poriion to be egually divided between his
remaining brothers, Daniel and Peter.”

= My will ig, if my son-in-law, Bamuel Wakeman, according to his promise,
will engage to pay to his daughter, my grandchild, the eatats he received
from me, with my daunghter Mary: being twenty pounds: when with sald
twenty pounde I will give to my grandchild, when she come to age of eigh-
teen years, go tnuch a5 will make her portion egnal with the rest of my
dsnghters within ten pounds.” :

" ] give to my three sons, Daniel, Peter and Samuel, all my commage
oqusally to be divided amongst them: my will is, my son Samuol be pnt o
gome trude.”

“1 do make my son Daniel execntor of this my will, 1 daslremy. brothera -
John and Nathaniel {0 be overacers of this my will, and my will is, my own
sons ghall have their approbation and voice in the putting out of my chil-
dren, and not any to be disposed of, or put out without their copsent, ss wit-
ness my hand, January 7th, 1689, (my desire ip my brother Daniel to be »
third overseer of this my will).”

January Tth, 1689, JEHUE BURR.

Decicered in presence of
Jorx Burn.
NaTaHANIEL, BURR,

¥ac-gimile of autograph from & paper in the Connectwut Siate archives:

Pﬂu@bw—*
/69 q
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Col. John Burr was the second son of Jehu Burr, the elder,
and was born probably in England, as he was an old man at the
time of his death in 1694.

Like his brother Jehu, he was a man of great executive ability
and prominent in the affairs of the Colony.

_ He was made freeman in 1664. Two years after, in 1666, he
received his first public office as Deputy for Fairfield ; he also ap-
pears as Depuiy Oct. 8, 1685, May 13, 1686, July 6, 1686, July 28,
1686, Oct. 14, 1686. Jan. 26, 1687, March 30, 1687, May 9, 1689,
June 15, 1689.

"' He was appointed Commissioner for Fairfield Mav 8. 1679,
May 13, 1680, May 12, 1681, May 11, 1682, May 10, 1683, My 8,
1684, May 14, 1685, May 1, 1686, May 12, 1687, May 9, 1689, At
the General Court May 8, 1684, he was on &' committee to lay out
to Samuel Rogers, of New London, his grant of 300 acres of land
“according to the conditions of his grant ;”’ at the same conrt Mr.
Jehu Bure, Mr. John Burr, Mr, Tho. Fitch, and Mr. Tho. Benedict,
were appointed and empowered s commistee * for to order the plant-
ing of a Towne, above Norwalke or Fayrefield. and to receive inhab-
itants to plant there.” Again at the General Court, May 14, 1685. he
was one of a committge appointed *‘ to run the line between Stand-
ford and Greenwich, and Standford and Norwalke, accordmg to the
grant of this Court formerly, and as soon as may be.” Aguin Oct.

14, 1686, with the Deputy Governor, Capt. Samuel Talcott, and
Lisut. Tho. Leffingwell, he was appointed to audit the ¢ acco’ts
with the Treasurer as soon as may be.” The same commitiee had
acted in 1685 3 they were reappointed in 1687, with the exception
of Mr. Leffingwell, who was succeeded by Mr. John Wadsworth,
He waa also joini anditor in 1680, with his father-in-law, Capt.
James Fitch and Mr. Wm. Pitkin, and by the General Conrt of
Qct. 4th same year, was appointed to * examine and sudit Commis-
sary Blackieach, his accompts with the Colony, the best way and
as soon as may be.” Oct. 8, 1691, he was appointed, with Major
Gold {afterward Dept. Gov.) ““to aundit the Constable of Strat-
ford’s accompts, and to make it up to him ;” also May 11, 1604,
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with Major Gold, a commitfes * to examine into the accounts be-
tween the Colony and Mr. Blackleach, and Mr, Trowbridge.”

The General Court of Oct. 8, 1696, created a commission, com-
posed of Gov, Treat, Major Gold and Major John Bur, for the ar-
bitrary arrest of litigation. The cause was a long continued con-
troversy between two brothers, Isaac and Sambel Hall, which had
*¢ troubled ” the courts a long time, and could not be settled satis-
Tactorily to either party. The commiseion was empowered to cite
the litigants before them, and were enjoined ‘“to use their best
endeavonrs to settle them in a good and Peaceable way, according
to the rmles of righteousness, if they can attayne to it :

- “¢If that doe not dos, then the said gentlemen are to order
and put each of them in a peaceable possession of their respective
rights, according to their several and respective deeds, and evi-
dences, and gifts, by will or any other way, and when this is done
whosoever shall riotously, or in any other way, disturb the peace
of each other, they shall be forthwith secured and pumshed ac-
cording to law.”

Oet, 6, 1687, with Tho. Fltch Jehn Bur, and The. Benedict,
he appears as the gigner of a petition ““in behalf of the plantation
of Paquisge, that the same may be constituted to be a towne, and
to be named Swamfield.” The court grunted the peiition, but
named the new town Danbury, probably from a village of fhat
name in Essex, near Chelmsford, Eng. It slso granted the town
a freedom from county rates for four years.

After filling these varied offices and commissions to the satis-
faction of all, he was called to assnme a graver and more responsible
office. )

At the session of Qct. 9, 1690, he fook his seat as Senator, and
Magistrate of the Colony. He was re-clected to this position May,
1691, 1692, 1693, 1694. The records show him to have been pres-
ent &t the sittings of the General Qourt. Oct. 8, 1690, June, 1682,
Oct., 1692, March, 1693, Oct., 1693, Feb., 1694, and Oct., 1694,

It was while he was performing his duties as Senator and
Magistrate, that the fearful witcheraft delosion swept over New
England,

Connecticnt, az is well known, enjoyed comparative immunity
from this delusion, althomgh it doubtless obiained there fo a
much greater extent than hae been genersally supposed ; as early
a8 1692 complaints of witcheraft .came pouring in upon the Gen-
eral Court from every part of the State, chiefly however from
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Fairfield and New Haven Counties. Crops were bhghted cattle
stricken, farming utensils made invisible, and the people afHicted
with atrange and terrible maladies.

To snch an extent had these complamts inereaszed, that at a
Special General Court, held at Hartford, June 23, 1692, s Court
of Oyer and Terminer was created, which was to hold & judieisl
gitting at Fairfield on the second Wednesday of September thac
year, “‘for the trial of such capital cases and complaints as shonld
come before them,”—such. * complaints,” it was undarztood, all
arising from one canse—witcheraft.

The Court met at the time appointed. The record of its pro-
ceedings has been preserved to us, throngh the good foritnne of
the late Wm. I. Stone, editor of the Counnectient Mirror, who
discovered it among a mass of ancient Colonial papers. in the pos-
gession of the Wyliy's family of Hariford, the only record of the
earlier colonial coarts probably in existence ; hence we may'be ex-
cused for reviewing its proceedings somewhat in detail.

At the hour appointed for the opening of the Court, the magis-
trates entersd,—men of a severe dignity, clad in judicial robes,—
first His Excellency Governor Robert Treat, Ezq., then Deputy-
Governor William Jones, Esq., Seeretary John Allyn, Mr. Andrew
Leete, Capt. John Burr, Mr.. Wm. Pitkin, and Cuapt. Moses Mans-
field.

. The Grand Jurors present were Joseph Bayard, Bamuel Ward,
Edward Hayward, Peter Ferris. Jongs Waterbary, John Bowers,
Baml. SBherman, Saml. Galpin, Ebeneczer Booth, John Platt, Chris-
topher Comstock, and Willigm Reed,

The trial proceeded. Mercy Desborough was first brought to
the bar, and Secretary Allyn read her indictment as follows :

¢ Meroy Deshorough, wife of Thomas Deshorough of Compe,
in Fairfield, thou art here indicted by the name of Mercy Des-
borough, that not baving the fear of God before thine eyes, thon
hust familiarity with Satan, the great enemy of God and man, and
that by his instigation and help, thon hast, in a preternataral way,
afflicted and done harm to the bodies and estates of sundry of their
Majesties’ subjects, or to some of them, contrary to the peace of
our Sovereign Lord and Lady, the King and Queen, their erown
and dignity, and that, on the 25th of April, of their Majesties’
reign, and at enndry other times, for which by the laws of God
and this Colony, thou deservest to dye.”

The priconer, on hearing the indictment read, plead -*noi

{



82 FAIRFIELD BRANOAH.

guﬂi‘y ;? and *“referred hergelf to tryal by God and her countfy
Bimilar indictments were also found against Goody Miller, good-
wife Clawson, and Mrs. Staples, all of Fairfield. The' testimony
introduced in support of the charges was very voluminons. Nearly
209 depositione were taken. Hester Gorment, aged 34, testified
that ““ when she lay sick in May last, she saw, abont midnight or
past, Widow Staples, that is, in the shape of her person, and the
shape of Mercy Desborongh, sitting on the floor by the two chests
thas stand by the gide of the honsze, in'the inner room, and Mr,
’s shape daneing upon the bed’s feet, with a whité eup in his
band, and that it performed some three times,”

Catherine Branch, aged 17, deposed * that some time Iaat sum-
mer she saw and felt Goodwife Clawson and Mercy Desborongh
afflict her, not together, but apart, by scratching, pinching and
wringine her body, and forther saith that Goodwife Clawson was
the firet that did afflict her, and afterward Mercy Desborough,
and after that, somefimes the one and then the other, and in her
affliction though it was night, yel it appeared as light as noonday.

David Sellick and Abraham Fitch testified, ** that when wateh-
ing with Catherine Branch at the honse of David Westcott, in the
night, when said Catherine was in her fit, she, looking off the bed,
said, ** Goody Miller hold up your arin hyer—I am sure you are a
witch for you have got a dog under yonr arm.”

Then said Catherine being asked what she saw, said she saw
Qoody Miller suckle a black dog.

Then I took the light in my hand and went outinto the outer
room on some occasion, and passing two or three times scross the
room, I heard the same Catherine Branch scream out ; then I took
the light and went into the room, and found Abraham Fitch sit-
ting upon the bed, and said Catherine lying acresz his feet, and
geeing him looking very pale I asked what was the matter, and he
gaid, that lying upon the bed he heard Catherine scream out, and
looked ont, and saw a ball of fire as large as his two hands pass
along the dresser to the hearth, and then vanish away.”

The teatimony was generally of a similar character to the fore-
going, except several affidavits deseribing the blighting of grain,
and the strange actions of cattle, sheep and swine while nnder the
gpells of the sorceresses.

The water ordeal waa resorted to during the progress of fhe
trial, as it had been at Hartford in 1862. Four witnesses swore
that Mercy Desborodgh, being bound hand and foot and put inte
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the water swam like a cork, though one labored to press her down.
Etlizabeth Clawson also flozted. The persons of the zccnsed were
also searched. for evidence of their guilt,

The Caurt assembled again at the same place, Oct. 28th, and
further testimony was tuken. The jury found Mercy Desborongh
guilty, and being sent out for s second consideration of their ver-
dict, returned that they saw no reason for altering it, and found
her guilty as before. The Court approved the verdict, and the
Governor passed sentence of death apon her. The others were
acquitted. Mercy Desborough was however uever executed, as the
Fairfield Probate Records show her to have been living in 1707,
when she was appointed administrator on the estate of her de-
ceased hosband.

The first mention of Col. Burr in a military capacity is in
April, 1690, when he was appointed Captain of the ** Trayneband
of Fairfield.” We can readily believe, however, that loug before
this he had taken an active part in the Indian wars of the Colony.

He was Commissary for Fairfield County in the French and
Indian War of 1693, and the next year was appointed Major.
There is no evidence of his having been commissioned Colonel,
althongh he is so called in the Fairfield Records.

We have seen that in 1670 he was concerned in she purchase
of Weuntenack with his brother Jehn, (see sketch of Jehm Burr).
and also in the planting of Danbury. He had aleo many other
grants from the town and Colony. His long lov in Fairfield,
granted in 1670, was the 46ih from the Stratford line, and was
34 rods 5 links in width. As early as June, 1636, there is a
record of several parcels of land purchased by John Burr of Chas.
Farham, W, Hill, and others.

In 1673, **John Burr hath by grant of the town, one parcel
of land on the Mili Hill for a pastnre, being in quantity, 19 acres
three qnarters, and 24 rods, more or less, bonnded on the sonth
with land of Cowley Hull, on the west with land of Rowland Hull,
by east and north with the commons.”

In 1684. *“The Town’s Committee appointed to exchange
land by the town's order, have granted, by way of exchange, unto
Mr. Johm Bwrr and Mr. Saml, Ward, the Great Swamp on the
west end of the Mill Hill, and it is thought by us that she whole
we have granted unto them is 25 acres and one balf, they to
divide it among them when they pleas, and it iz bounded on all
gides by the common. For and in consideration of .the premises,

o
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the said John Burr returns to the town his bunilding Iot in the
woods, sand the said SBuml. Ward returns to the town his bnilding
lot, and his pastore lot he had in the woods.” Jan. 12, 1673, he
had 27 acres by.will of his father Jehu, also bought § parcels of
land, and had two grants from the town ineluding a long lot, (this
last wag the 53d, and was 88 rods 12 1. in width). In 1682 he
appears as Agsistant Town Clerk. He died in the fall of 1694,
after his nomination for Assistant. '

His will was dated Mareh 19, 1694, and reads as follows:

Item. Igiveand bequeath unto my loving gon John Burr, my home-lot that
I now dwell upon, which formerly was Btickling and Pinkneys, together with
all the housing and fences thereon, and three acres and three quarters of Jand
nenr the old field-gate, be it more or less : next adjoining the home.lot, at
the rear end of s2id lote : also I glve him & piece of meadow in the home-lot,
about ten acrea, which meadow wss my fatlers, all whichk ssid parcels of
jand and meadow, I entail to the natural male heirsof my srid son John, and
in defect thereof my son Samuel, shali inherit the arid lands, end his nataral
wale heirs, and in defaunlt of such issue, my sons Johnathan and David shall
inherit: also I give unto my son John all my right of land of swamp and
reeds at the Beach, and my land in Paul’s Neck, also my front division of land
at Mill Hill: also I give him my lot which was my fathers near Aplegates:
also I give im ons third part of my long lot that shall remain after my son
David hath had eighty acres, which eighty acres I give to my son David of the
front of said Iong lot: he allowing a suitable highway of two rods wide
throngh eaid land: Alsal give my pon John the ane half of my perpstusl
commons; alao I give him twelve acrea of land on Sasco Hill, which land
was my fathers:

Ttem. I give unto my loving son Bamauel Barr my farme in the woods
which the General Court granted me: T give him forty pounds out of my
estate and to be kept out of my estate at the Coledge four years,

Item. I give unte my son Johnathan, a parcel of land in the new field
comanly so called, which land was formerly wessoak and Joeephs Biships:
alse 1 give him nll my meadow in Saseo Neck—Also I give him my land on
Mill Hill the middie division: Also I give him my land in the old field near
the new bridge which was my father's: Also I give him the like proportion
in my Jonglot in the woods that I have given to my son Johu, Also I give
bim one gquarter of my perpetual commons.

Item, 1 give unto my son David the home-lot I bought of John Cable,
all my swamp at the end of Mill Hiil, and my rear division of land st Mill
Hill: Alsol give him all my land in Basca Field, which isthree parcela: Also
I give him the remaining part of the long lot: alsp I give him my second di-
vision of land at Compo: zise I give him one quarter part of my commors.

ltem. I give unto my daughter Mary, one hundred pounds, to be paid
her when ghe shall arrive st the age of eighteen years, or at marrisge, if
sooner,

Iterms. I give unic my dsughter Deborah, one hundred pounds, to e pald
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her when she ghall arrive at the age of eighteen years, or at marriage it
soonerT.

Itema. Aa for my loving daughter SBarah, I have slready divided to her
her portioa: and my will is that in ease either of my younger danghters
should d¥s in their nonage, the sorviving shall inherit her portion, and in
Iike manner I provide in respect to my sons, if any of them shall die in their
nonage, the remaining brothers shall inherit their portion: and I do pnomi-.
nate and appeini my loving son Jokn Barr, to be sole execator of this my
will, and desize my brother Nathaniel Burr, and my nephew Pater Burr, to
be overseers of this my will, and that this, my Isat will and testamens, I
have hereunto set my hand and seal this 19%th day of March, in the year of
onr Lord 1694., and in the reign six years of their majesties.

JOHN BURR, Sex.

JouN EDWARDS,

Exapaargr Hinn, } Witnesses,

Fac-gimile of antograph :
o Favrr
S6qd
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JUDGE Peter Burr was one of those important personages from
Fairfield, mentioned by Hinmar as having rendered the name of
Burr illustrions. He was one of the firgt of the name who gradu-
ated at Harvard, having entered that institution in 1686, and
graduated in 1690.

After receiving his degres he taught a school in Boston for
some years, then entered upon the study of law, and when admit-
ted to the bar, settled at Fairfield in the practice of his profession.

Shortly after—May 9, 1700-—as Auditor of the Colony, he en-
tered npon that publie eareer which continned without intermis-
gion nntil his death in 1724. -Oct. 10, 1700. he was returned for
the first time Deputy for Fairfield, and aga.iiij May 8, 1701, Qct. 9,
1701, and Oect. 8, 1702. In October and May he .iag Speaker of
the Houee, and as such was allowed, by a vote of that body, *‘ three
pounds for his geod condnct in May and Cetober.” From this
time his promotion was rapid. Oct. 9, 1701, he wae nominated for
Assistant, but failed of an election. Again nominated Oct. 8,
1702, and elected May 13, 1703, and again May 11, 1704, May 10,
1705, May 9, 1706, Oct. 10, 1706, (nominated, elected each term
in the following May.) Oct. 9, 1707, Oct. 14, 1708, Oct. 13, 1709,
Oct. 12, 1710, Oct. 11, 1711, Oct. 9, 1712, Oct. 8, 1713, Oct. 14,
1714. Oes. 13, 1715, Oct. 11, 1716, Oct. 10, 1717, Oct. 9, 1718,
Oct. 8, 1719, Oct. 13, 1720. 1721, 1722, 1723, and 1724. He was
present in Courc as Assistant, Oct., 1703. 1704, 1705. 1706 and
170%. May, 1708. Oct.. 1708, Juane, 1709, Oct., 1709, May, 1710,
Aug., 1710, Oct., 1710, May. 1711, June, 1711, (Special Conre at
New London, on French-and Indian war,) Oet,, 1711, May, 1713,
Oect., 1713, May, 1714, Oct., 1714, May, 1715, Oct., 1715, May,
1716, Oct., 1716, May, 1717, Oct., 1717, May, 1718, Oct., 1718,
May, 1719, Oet., 1720, May, 1721, Oecs., 1721, Qot., 1722, May
1723, Oct., 1723. May, 1724,-and Oct., 1724

He appears in Conneil {Governor and Couneil,) Feb. 6, 1706,
Aug., 1711, Sept., 1711, Oet., 1711, Oect. 26, 1711, March, 1712,
Feb., 1713, March, 1714, May, 1714, Qct., 1714, (at New Haven
on the death of Queen Anne and accession of George,) Oct.,
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1714, March, 1715, Oct., 1713, May, 1716, Oct., 1716, May, 1717,
QOct., 171%. Nov., 1'?17 Oct., 1718, Deec., 1?’18 Much 1719,
Ncnr., 1720, Oct., 1731, Nov., 1722, May, 1724, Oct.. 1724,  Jan,
16. 1725, Joseph Wakeman was appointed Judge of Probate for
Fairfield, wice Hon, Peter Burr, deceased.

The records of some of the above meetings of the Conncil in
which he participated are of great public interest.

That of Dec. 3, 1718, was called for consnltation on the famons
Yale College caze. Shortly before the college had been removed
from Saybrook to New Haven, not without protests, however, from
several of the trustees and other parties interested, in particular
Mr, Daniel Buckingham, of Saybrook, a trustee, having books and
papers of the college, refused to deliver them up, alleging that he
had no books or papers belonging to Yale College. 'The Coanell,
however, thought differeutly, and, {we quote from the records,)
““ The gaid Buckingham continning refractory, the Sheriff of the
County of New London was instructed to demand the books, and
on hie refusal, to enter into the said honse and chamber and deliver
to the rector of the said college, Mr. Samuel Andrew, or to either
of the gentiemen, viz: Mr. Samnel Russell, of Branford, or Mr.
Thomas Buggles, of Guilford, by him appointed to receive them,
and the said Buekingham was ordered te give bonds with sorety
in the sum of one hondred pounds for his appearance at the Gen-
eral Court at Hartford in May, to answer for misdemeanor and
contempt in refusing to deliver np the said books and papers.”

Feb 1707, a letter froin Gen. Schuyler of New York was
read, “saying that he was informed, that the French and enemy
Indians were preparing to make a descent upon the frontier towns
of New England,” also one from Gapt John Minor and Mr. John
Shermau, “ signifying their susplclon that Pohtatnck and Qwian-
tonnck Indians were invited bo join with the enemy, and these
two tribes were ordered fo be removed with all convenient speed
to Fairfield and Stratford, and if this could not be done, then two of
their chiefs were to be taken to Fairfield, and held there as hosta-
ges for their good behavior ; orders were also sent to the ¢* frontier
towns * of Symsbury, Waterbury, Woodbury, and Danbury, ‘“to
provide with all pessible speed, a soefficient number of well fortified
houses, for the safety of themselves and families, in their respec-
tive towns ; and that they maintain a good scout ont every day, of
“two faithful and trusty men. to obsérve the motions of the enemy.”

March, 1712, “ ordered that Lieut, Wm. Crocker of New Lon-
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don, be forthwith dispatched with a party of volunteers, not ex-
ceeding 15 men (if they can be obtained), consisting of Emglish
and Indians, to march intothe provines of Hampshire, to join with
the scout that shall be sent from thence up to Coasset, to meet
with the Indian enemy, (if it may be} that, according to informa-
tion are hunting in those parts.”

In March, 1718, the Council adopted the following plan for a
new State-House, to build which the sum of five bundred pounds
had been voted by the General Conrt of 1718,

¢ Resolved that a house of 72 feet long, 30 broad, 24 between
joints, with a range of pillars under the middie of the beams of
the chambpr floor, a door on each side and uat each end, = stair-
ease at the sonthwest, and another at the southeast corners, two
chambers, 30 feet long at each end, one for the Council, and the
other for the Representatives, with a space of twelve feet between
the two bouses, and a staircase into the garret, and on the other
gide a lobby to the Gouncil Chamber, will weli serve the oceasions
designed by the Assembly, and answer their expectations in the
grant aforesaid.”

Jndge Burr several times filled the important office of Andifor
of the Colony, viz: May 9, 1700, May 8, 1701, Mav 14, 1702, May
10, 1710, Oet. 11, 1711, May 8, 1712, May 14, 1713, May 13, 1714,
Qct. 14, 1714, Oct. 13, 1713, and May 8, 1718. In Oct., 1718, he
was appointed with Roger Wolcot, Richard Christophers, and John
Copp “ to inspect and audif the Colony’s acconnts so far hack as
they judge needful, in order to rectify some mistakes, which are
sapposed bo be therein, and to report thereof to this assembly” as
soon as may be; he was continued as Auditor May 14, 1719, May
11, 1721, May 9, 1723, and May 14, 1724 '

He was appomted Justiee of the Peace for Fairfield May 8,
1701, and May 14, 1702; Judge of Probate Court, Oct. 10, 1723,
and May 14, 1724 ; Jadge of County Court, May 13. 1708, M‘l.y
12, 1709, May 11, 1710, May 10, 1711, May 8,112, May 13. 1714,
May 12, 1715, May 10. 1716, May 9, 1717, May 8, 1718, May 14,
1719, May 12, 1720, May 11, 1721, May 10, 1722, May 9, 1723,
May 14, 1724 ; Judge of the “Superior Court, May 10, 1711, May
8, 1712, May 14, 1718, May 13, 1714, May 12, 1715, May 10, 1716 ;
Chief Judge of the Superior Conrt, Sept 7. 1712, May 9, 1728,
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and May 14, 1724, During this vear—1724—he performed effi-
ciently the duties of five important offices—Anditor, Assistant,
Judge of the Probate Gourt, of the County Court, and Chief Jndge
of the Superior Court.

He probably held in addition the commission of Major of the
4th regiment, which bad been given him in 1708. His services on
the committees appointed by the various assemblies were impor-
tant and arduous, and are presented here somewhat in detail as
necessary to the complete filling out of the record, necessarily
brief, of his public career.

At the General Court, Oct. 8, 1702, he appears on a eommit.
tee with Capt. Nathan Geld, Mr. Jokn Elliot, Capt. Thomas
Hart, and Capt. Ebeneger Johnson, “to endeavour aw amicable
agreement with the government of Rhode Island, or a committee
by them appointed, respecting the settlement of the line between
the Colonies of Connecticut and Rhede Islund.”

At the same court he was appointed with Capt. Nathan Gold.
and Lieut. John Wakemuan, *‘ to lav ont to she town of Fairfield
gixe hundred acres of land, granted to them May 9, 1672, for cthe
benefitt of a gramar school there,” Same couri appointed with
Mr. John Wakeman * to lav oni to the heirs of Major Gold one
hundred acres of land granted May 12, 1687.” Same court, with
Major John Chester, Capt. Gold, Capt. White, Capt. Hart, and
Lient. Talmage, appointed {o draw a bill to prevent * disorders in
retailers of strong drinke, and excessive drinking, alzo to preparea
bill to pus in execution the reformation lawes.” Oct., 14, 1703, on
committee with Capt. Gold and Mr. John Wakeman, ‘* to repair
to the town of Greenwich, and there to endevour a reconcilement
of such differences (concerning rights and privileges of the old
town) as are amongst them.” General Court, May 11, 1704, on
Committee of Bafety for Fairfield County, with Capt. Gold, Mr.
Curtis, Capt. Wakeman, Capt. Judson, Capt. Olmstid, and Mr.
Stiles, These cormnmittees played a very imporiant part in the
military polity of the Colony, They were clothed with full pow-
ers, in their respective counties, “* to consult, advise, direct, and
command, in all things neeessary for the defence of her Majesty’s
subjects, and carrying on the war against the common enemy.”

General Court, Oct. 11, 1705, appointed committee with Gor,
Winthrop, Rev. Timothy Woodbridge, ef al, * to consider in be-
half of this government the complaints laid against this Colony,
in England, and to furnish our ageni in Evngland with what
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directions or informations they can, in order that he may answer
such eomplsints.” Oct, 10, 1706, on committee with Capt. Gold,
to lay out to Mr. Samuel Wakeman 200 acres of land, and to
Richard Osborn, of Fairfield, 80 acres “for his good service in the
Pegnot war.” _

General Court, May 13, 1708, with Joseph Onrtis and Riehard
Christophers, Esqre,, Capt. Fowler, and Mr. John Sherman, of
Woodbury, *to settle the unhappy differences between the town
and village of New Haven.” (This commiftee reported to the
General Court of Oct., 1708, and the report was laid on the fable
until the next General Court, *° unless the parties concerned come to
an agreement before the convening of the same,” which they
probably did, as there is no forther mention of it.)

" General Court, Oct. 13, 1709, appointed Committee of War for
Fairield County, witk Goav. Gold, Capt. Joseph Wakeman and
others.

Same court, & committee with Richard Christophers, John
Alling, ¢f al, “to examine and pass the accounts between the
Colony and the officers and men employed in the late Cunada Fx-
pedition, and to take especial care thas the Colony have no wreng
or damage thereby, and that none of the Colony’s creditors, in
their said accompts, do charge the Colony debtor for any service,
matter, or thing whatsoever, more than the law allows, and to
draw and sign orders to the Colony's treasurer, for paying all the
sume due out of the treasury;” the committee was sworn °° with-
out partiality or respect of persons, to truly and faithfully do, per-
form, and execate the office and trust committed to and reposed
in them,” and were ullowed the sum of four shillings per day, for
their time and expenses in the aforesaid service. Same court,
with Mr. Moses Dymon, a committes for the County of Fairfield,
“to take care of all arms, cloathing, ucensils, or any other things
lodged in the county by any of our soldiers an the late expedition
te Wood Creek, or other persons, which the Colony have paid for,
and to sell the same to the best profit und advantage of this
Colony.” .

Qct. 12, 1710, *“ 7t is ordered and enacted by this Assemdly,
that Nathan Gold, Esqr., Peter Burr, Esqr., and Joseph Curtis,
Xsqr., shall be commissioned with full powers under the seal of
thie eorporation, to.apply themselves to Col. Robert Hunter, Gov-
ernor and Commander-in-chief of her Majestie’s Provinee of New
York, &c., and in behalf of this corporation, to pray his Exceilen-



JUDGE PETEE BURRE. 41

ey to joyn with said commissioners, such 204 so many gentlemen
as his Excellency shall think fit, with full power in behalf of the
gaid Province of New York, to run the dividicg line, between the
gaid Province and thiz Colony of Connecticmt, according to the
establishment thereof made by his late Majestie, King William the
Third, of happy memory, and monuments and bound marks epon
the said dividing line, to erect and make, snch and so frequent as
the Commissioners of both parties shall think necessary, for the
perpetual imitation and bounding of the said Provinee, and this
Colony.”

The commissioners were to take with them s surveyor and
gnch other help as the Governor shenld think fit, and were to sign
and seal an agreement with the commissioners of New York, as
to the line above mentioned, which was to be preserved **in per-
petuam rei memorigm,” and prevent all such disputes and incon-
veniences 28 haply might otherwise arise.” It was not, however,
until after years of wrangling, and the appointment of near a score
of commissioners, that the boundary gquestion was finally setiled.
QOct. 11, 1711, on commitiee with John Copp, County Surveyor,
to lay ont to the heirs of Major Gold. deceased, 100 acres of land.

May 8, 1712. On petition of the town of Danbary for the small
slip of lund lying between that town and Fairfleld, it was ordered
that that and all the country lands between Danbury on the north
and Fairfield and Norwalk on the soath, should be sold at vendae.
The persons “to sell the same,” were Nathan Gold and Perer
Barr, Beqrs, ¢ the first time of sale to be the first Wednesday of
August next, at such time as the said gentlemen shall appoint;
and the place zhall be at Fairfield meeting house, reserving mest
passages for highways.”

The money made by such sales was to be ‘“improved to the
building a public house or houses, for the use of the Assembly
and other Courts.”

At the same court he was on ecommittee with Nathan Gold
‘and ofhers, “‘ to inspect and view the wiole affair relating to the
gettlement of New Town, and to report whether in their judgment
the place was capable of containing more inhabitants than had
been admitted.” .

Oct, 9, 1712, a committee with Nathan Gold, Deputy Governor;
and Rev, Mr. John Davenport, ‘“to efdeavour an agreement be-
tween the societies of Greenwich, Old Town and Horse Neck.”

May 18, 1714, to receive and count the votes of the freemen.
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May 10, 1716, same committee,

May 9, 1717, same commiltee, Soame court, with Capt. Wake-
man and Lient. Habbell, “‘to set off a new parish from the
northern part of the town of Stratford. May B, 1718, to count
votes of freemen. Same court on committee to receive the dead
stock in the hands of the administrators on the estate of the late
treasurer, deceased, Oect. 9, 1718, committee on New York
bonndary. Same court, with Richard Christophers and Roger
Wolcott, Fsqrs., ‘“ to inspect the nudit of the Colony’s accounts,
so far ag they judge needful in order fo rectify some mistakes
which are supposed to be therein,” .

Sawme court, to receive of the treasurer the bills brought in by
rates and exchange, and to burn and consume them.

May 14, 1719, Commissioner on New York boundary. Oct.
10, 1723, *° Enacted by the Governor and Council, and Repre-
sentatives i General Court assembled, that Peter Burr, Samuel
Eells, Roger Woleot, and Jonathar Law, Hsqrs., be Commission-
ers on the part of this Colony for performing the said work (i. e.
of completing the New York boundary line,) in conjunction with
such commissioners as ghail be in like manner appointed by the
government of New York.

“ And it is hereby further enacted

€ That whotsoever line shall be ascertained and established, with
monwments erected therein by the said commissioners, according fo
the aforesuid agreement made in 1683, and the survey that fellowed
thereon as tn conscience i ought fo be, shall forever after be and
remain, the line of partition between thiz Colony and the Province
of New York."

At the Genergl Court of OQct, 8, 1724, on receipt of & letter
from Gov. Burnett of New York, naming the third Tuesday of
the succeeding April for the commissioners of the two colonies to
meet, the above commissioners were reappointed, with the addi-
tion of John Copyp, surveyor, and Mr, Edmuand Lewis, his assistant,
““on the third Tnesday of April next, to meet with the gentlemen
commiesioners from New York, to treat with, settle, agree, ran,
ascertain, and fix the partition line between the Proviuce of New
York, and the Colony of Connecticut, from Lyon’s Point to the
Massachusetts line, according to the agreement made at New
York on the 234 day of November, 1683, and the snrvey made
therenpon, and after confirmed by an act of King William in
Council, on the 28th day of March, 1700.”
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The last public service of Judge Burr was rendered at the Gen-
eral Court of Qctober, 1724, as chairman of a committee re-
specting the motion of the Lt. Governor, and Council of Massa-
chnsetts, laid before the assembly by Col. John Stoddard, in refer-
ence to the war between that Province and the Eastward Indians
'Fhe repors of this committee is found on page 503, vol. vi. of the
Golonial Records of Connecticut. After remarking ‘“that this
Assembly never was advised with, when that war began, and that
it had never been shown by said Province, that the grounds of
that war were lawiul and just,” it proceeds, ‘“but your commitiee
are of opinion it is not best at present, to desist lending said Pro-
vince some help if there should be need, and that therefore the
Committee of War at Hartford, the détached men in Hartford
County, together with other meusures already concerted by this
Asgembly for the defending Hampshire County and our own fron-
tiers, all continue in the state they are now in, until this Assembly
in May next and no longer,” and concludes as follows, ““but lest
the government of the Massachusetts should think we are unwill-
ing to cultivate that good understanding that hath been between
the two governmentis, your commiftee are of opinion that this
Aszembly do recommend io the General Assembly of that Pro-
vince, that they wounld once more maturely look into the grounds
of said war, lest haply, thro’ haste or otherwise, the matter hath
pot yet been thoroughly examined, and if the war should proceed,
{without snfficient grounds) much blood should be spilt. and the -
country greatly distressed and impoverished, it would be very
lamentable, and the desired success could not be expected,”

The foregoing is a complete record of his services on the com-
mittees of the Assembly, but his name appears yet further on the
records of the Colony in connection with publie business.

May 10, 1705, he was appeinted Lister of the town of Fair-
fleld, and 2z such added to the list of the town 1578£ 19s. May
9, 1708, appointed with Capt. Gold ““fo receive land purchased
by Justis Busk, Samuel Hawley, of ol of the Indianz with-
out libertie from the corporation,”--for which they were to be
prosecuted at the next County Court, unless they should resign
the title to the above purchase, before the session of the Court.”
Oet. 14, 1708, he was commissioned M¥jor of the 4th regiment in
the County of Fairfield.

General Conrt, May 8, 1712,  “I¥ 5 ordered, that Major Perer
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Burr do make out his warrants to the clerks of the respective
trainbands in Norwalk, that they send him an attested aceount of
the number of officers and sounldiers in their muster roles ; and if
it appear to him that their numbers are sufficient to make two
captaing’ companies, this conrt allow and order that they be divided
into two companies, and order the said Major to state the line be-
tween said companies, and lead them to a choice of officers, and
make retarn of the procesdings therein to this Assembly on Octo-
ber next,”

Governor and Couneil at New London, July 31, 1724, ¢ Re-
solved, that Major Peter Burr, and Major Samuel Eells, and the
gentlemen near them in military and civil command, consider
whether the friend Indians in the western parts of this Colony, at
New Milford, Potatnck and elsewhere, (who are now restrained
from hunting) may not be safely employed to the number of 14 or
15, under the conduct of Lt Gaylord, of New Milford, or some
other suitable persom, with two or three more Englishmen, to
range the woods to the northward of the westward towns of the
Colony, aud endeavoar to take a scalp of the enemy Indians that
are seulking in that frontier ; and that if they judge they may be
trusted they immediately form snch a scout, and that blank com-
missions be for thai purpose sent $o them,

““'Phe scont must be assured that besides the sta.ted wages,
there ig fifty pounds fo be paid them for every scalp they brmg
in,”

Oct. 10, 1723, on the death of Deputy Governor Gold, he was
elected to that position by the Upper Hounse, but was negatived
by the Lower, which elected Josepb Talcott, who wae in turn
negatived by the Upper House. A compromise was effected the
next day in the election of Joseph Taleott by both houses, The
fact that the late governor and Mr, Burr were natives and residents
of the same town, (Fairfield) was the principal canse for this action
on the part of the Lower House.

In private life Judge Burr was oniversally beloved and re-
gpected. As a public man he exerted an influence for good in the
Colony—then in the formative period of its career—not exceeded,
and rarely equaled by any of the fathers of the Commonwealth,
and in ability, attainments, and public services he was eclipsed by
none. He died Dec. 25, 1724, and was buried in the old Fairfield
burying ground. His tombstone, half sunken in the ground,
bears this inseription:
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Here lyes interr’d
The body of the Honor'ble Perer Burr, Esqr,
aged 56 years and 9 months,
who departed this life
Deec. the 25th
Anno 1724,

" Feb. 18, 1725, nearly two months after his decesse, the Boston
News Letler, a weekly jonrnal of that city, contained the follow-
ing paragraph :

“We hear from Fairfield, in the Colony of Connecticut, that
the Hon. Peter Burr, Ezq., formerly a schoolmaster in this place,
and since an Assistant in that Government, lately died thers,”

¥ac gimile of Autograph from a State paper:

Sotor—fbirng
/77



COL. JOHN BURR. [25]

HEe was a son of Nathaniel Burr and grandson of Jehu Burr
the first. Of the earlier members of the family none seem so in-
timately connected with the present generation as does Col. Burr.
01d men still point ont the limits of his farm, the siteof his house,
and the old cak under which he bought his landz of the Indian
Bagamores ; and until 1874, a great-grand-daughter was living,
who retained many pleasing and vivid recolleetionz of her grand-
sire.

He wag born in May, 1678, and held hig first public office in
the Colony in 1704, during’ Queen Anne’s war, as Commissary of
tke County,

The Commissary, it is proper to note, was an officer to whom
varied and arduous daties were entrusted. He was fo take and
keep fair accounts of all pnblic charges which shounld arise in
his county by reason of the war, and to provide for the soldiers
engaged in the public service. He was also to send orders to
the several towns, to provide two pounds of  biskett” for every
listed soldier of such town, which was to be made of the countrv's
wheat received for rates; but if there was none of thig in the
connty, then wheat was to be impressed on & warrant from an
Aggistant or Justice,. He was further expected to have such a
stock of supplies on hand that in case of a sudden call to arms the
public safety should not be endangered thereby.

At the next Qourt, in May, 1704, he appears as Deputy from
Fairfleld, and was continued in this office Qet., 1705, May, 1708,
(perhaps in the interim, the Journal of the House for this time -
being lost,) May, 1710, Ang., 1710, May. 1711, June, 1711, May,
1712, Oct., 1713, May, 1713, Oct., 1714, May, 1717, Oct., 1718,
May, 1719, Oct., 1719, May, 1720, May, 1721, May, 1723, Oct.,
1723, May, 1724,

Oct. 10, 1723, he was elected SBpeaker of the House, and again
May 14, 1724. He was voted 30s. each session for his *“good ser-
vices” as Speaker.

He was appointed Auditor May 9, 1717, May 12, 1720, and
May 15, 1725. Justice of the Peace and Quoram, Mav 10, 1711,
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May 13, 1714, May 12, 1715, May 10, 1716, May 9, 1717, May 8,
1718, May 14, 1719, May 12, 1720, May 11, 1721, May 10, 1722,
May 9, 1728, May 14, 1724, and May 13, 1723. Assistant Muy
8, 1729, May 14, 1730, May 15, 1731, May 11, 1732, May 10, 1733,
May, 9, 1734, May 8, 1785, May 13, 1736, May 12, 1737, May 11,
1738, Muy 10, 1739, May 8, 1740, May 14, 1741, and Mayv 13, 1742,
Presens in Qourt as Assistant Qct. 9, 1720, May 14, 1730, Oct. 8,
1730, May 13, 1781, Oct. 14, 1731, May 11, 1732, Oct. 12, 1732,
May 10, 1788, Oect. 11, 1738, May 9, 1734, Oct. 10, 1734, May 8,
1785, Oect. 8, 1735, May 13, 1736, Oct. 14, 1736, May 12, 1737,
Qct, 18, 1737, May 11, 1738, Oct. 11, 1738, May 10, 1739, Oct. 11,
1739, and Mav 8, 1740,

Judge of County Court, May 12, 1726, May 11, 1727, May 9,
1728, May 8. 1729. May 14, 1'2’30 May 13. 1731, May 11. 1732,
May 10. 1738, May 9, 1734, May 8, 1735, May 13. 1736, Muy 12.
1787, May 11, 1738. May 10, 1739, May 8, 1740, May 11. 1741,
May 13. 1742, and May 12, 1743,

Judge of Probate Court, Dec. 29, 1726, (in place of Joseph
Wakeman deceased) May 11, 1727, May 9. 1728. Mav 8, 1729,
May 14, 1730, May 13. 1731, May 11, 1732, May 10. 1733, Mav 9,
1784, May 8, 1735. May 13. 1736. May 12, 1737. May 11, 1738,
May 10, 1739, May 8, 1740, May 14, 1741, May 13, 1742, May 12,
1743, i

Hea was several times commissioned in the military service of
the Colony. Ang. 4, 1710, be was appointed Major of the forces
engaged in the brilifant expedision to Por: Royal, Nova Seotia.

Ool. Nicholson was appointed Commander-in-chief. and Mat-
thew Allyn, Lieut. Colonel. Connecticat’s quota was 300 men.
"The sxpedition proved highly suceessfol ; with the aid of che Brit-
ish fleet, Port Royal was taken, and nvamed Annapolis, in honor
of Queen Anue, and by the third of November, Major Burr and
his men reached New Iondon on their return, as is shown by an
entry in the records of a meeting of the Governor and Coungil,
held at New London, Nov, 3, 1710, (Col. Bec., Vol. V, p. 189.)

““ Whereas Major John Burr hath Iaid before this board an ae-
count of money expended by him for the support of himself
and 28 of his company, in their travel from Plymouth to Stoning-
ton, amonnting to four pound. ten shillings, and vwo pence : Or-
dered, that Rich, Christophers Hsg. pay unto the said Major Burr
the aforegaid snm out of the bills of credit in his hands belonging
to the Colony, and that he also deliver the said Major Burr out of
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said bille, the sum of four pounds more, for the defraying the
further charge of himself and his men, to their several dwellings.”

It seems that Major Burr and company were entertained by
Capt. John Prentts during their stay in New London, as at a meet-
ing of the Council, Nov. 7, it was ordered “ that Rich. Ohristo-
phers Esq. pay unto Capt. John Prentts, the sum of one pound,
eighteen shillings, and ten pence, for the entertainment of Major
Burr and his company.”

In his character as a wmilitary man, as well as in his civil ca-
pacity, he wus several times entrnsted with difficult and danger-
ous cominissions for the Siate, as will appear by the following

" extracts from the Colonial Records:

New HaveN, Sept. 15, 1720.

Tt having been represented to this board, that an Indian liv-
ing near Danbury called Chickens, bas lately received two belts of
wampumpeag from certain remote Indians, as is =aid, to the weat
of Hudson River, with a message expressing their desire to come
. angd live in this Colony, which said messenger is ta be conducted
by aforesaid Chickens to the Indians at. Potatnek, and Wiante-
nuck, and Poquannuck, in order to obtain their consent, for their
coming and inhabiting among them, and that hererpon several of
our frontier towns are under considerable apprehensions of danger
from Indians, fearing that the belts have been sent on some bad
design :

i< It s resolved; that Oapt. John Sherman of Woodbary, and Ma-
jor John Barr of Fairfield, taking with them Thomas Minor of
Woodbury, or such other interpreter as they shall judge meet, do
repair immediately to said Indians at Potatnck and Wiantenuck,
and ecauge the said Ohickens, to whom the belts and messenger
were gent, to attend them. and to make the best ingniry they can
into the truth of said story, and what may be the danger of said
message, and as they shall see camse take proper order that the
gatd Indisn with the belts, and the principal, or chief of the Pota-
tack and Wiantennek Indiangz, attend the General Conrt at ite
next session, to receive guch orders as may be nseful to direct them
in their behavior in relation thereanto ; and that Major Barr re-
turn home by way of Danbury, that the inhabitants there, and in
those western parts, may be quieted as to their apprshensions of
danger from the Indmns, if upon inquiry they find there is no
just ground for them.”
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NEw Havex, Oct, 11, 1722,

““ For conveniencey of geveral members of this conrt, who live
rémote, and that they may within the present week have sufficient
time to return home, it is ordered thas Major Burr, Major Eells,
(here follow eleven other names) be a commitiee, who shall stay
after the court is wp, and inspect and take care that the several
acts of this court be truly and exactly entered on the records.”

Qovernor and Council at Hariford, Apr. 26, 1725,

““'This ,board having intelligence by a copie of a letter from
Philip Scheyler of Albany, that the enemies are all come over the
lake, and that it would be prudence to strengthen the frontiers on
Connecticut River : [t is considered and resofved, that notice
thereof be forthwith sent to Litchfield, Waterbury, Woodbury,
Farmington, Simsbury, and New Milford : and the commission
officers of ‘the aforesaid towns are ordered forthwith to make a
view of the arms and ammuunition of the soldiery in said towns,
to see that all the soldiers in their respective companies be forth-
with well equipt with their arms and ammunition, according $o
law, and thut they are in perpetnal readiness to defend themsalves
and offend the snemy. wheresoever they shall be called or directed
by their officers, or by the Governor and Council, or Committee
of War,

“* And it is ordered, that New Milford, Litchfield, Simsbury,
Waterbury, and Woodbury. do forshwith set up a constable’s watch
in their respective towns: and the eonstables of the respective
towng aforesaid, are ordered by the advice of the commission
officers and selectmen of the said towns, to see snch wateh or
watches fuithfully kept by such numbers of men, and in such
places as the said townsmen and officers, or the major part of them,
shall from time to sime agree to and appoint,

- Resolved, that a scout of ten effective, able-bodied men be forth-
with sent out from Simsbury, o take sheir departure from Salmon
Brook at Bimsbury and march across the Wilderness to Housatnn-
nack and Weatang, and inform the sachems of said Indians. that
as we look upon them to be our friends, we send them the news
that many of the wescward Indians are come oumt against these
frontier parts of the conniry, and also that Seatecook Indians are
ail drawn off, it is supposed to the enemie ; and we send them this
news. that they may secure themselves in the best manner they
can, from the said enemie : and farther to inform them, that it

4
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being diffienit to distinguish them from the enemie, they are for-
bid to let their men hnnt, or travel in the land belonging to their
government, on either side of the Housatunnack River, where we
must send our scouts to discover the enemie that come down this
way.

“ And whereas, we have intelligence from Albany, that the
enemie are coms all out from Oanada, before the Boston gentle-
men got to Canada, and the Skatacuck Indians are drawn off, and
there is discovery of Indiang in the wilderness above or north of
Litchfield, and New Milford : for the quieting and secaring these
towns af least for the present, while they get their seed mmto the
grouand.

It iz resolved, that orders be sent to Major John Burr of Fair-
field, from this board, that he forthwith send ont his warrants by
order of the Governor and Couneil that sat this day at Hartford,
April 26, 1725, to the chief commission officers of the towns of
Fairfield, Stratford, and Milford, and cause five effective, good,
able-bodied men to be detached or imprest in each of the respee-
tive towns, and forthwith to cause the szid fifteen men under com-
mand of a serjeant by him, said Major appointed, to march to New
Milford, and to atiend the service of guarding, acouting, watching,
and warding, by the direction of the commission officers of the said
town of New Milford.” '

May 10, 1733, he was appointed one of the judges in a Court of
Chancery, which had full power * to hear and determine accounts
in equity, and award execution thereon, in all causes and con-
troversies between the possessors of the bills of the New London
Soeiety, and the mortgagers, as also between the mortgagers them-
selves, their officers, committees, debtors, or receivers, respect-
ing said bills, or the doings of Baid sociefy, mpon any snit between
the parties.” '

The student of early Connecticut history will recognize thiz
New London Society as one of the most barefaced frauds ever
organized. Ostensibly a sort of banking, and general merchandise
goncern, it issned indented bills for different amonnts, payable in
gilver, or bills of credit of the Connectieut, or neighboring govern-
ments, it being given out that the company had a paid-in capital
enfficient to meet them when due. The bills became a cirenlating
medinm, and passed into the hands of all classes ; presently it was
discovered that the only sssets of the compiny were mortgages on
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eertain wild lands owned by the stockholders : u rush en the bank
ensued, and the bills became worthless,

As was natural a greas clamor againss the Compuny then wrose,
and criminations, and recriminations, suits, charges and counter
charges startled the siaid society of the day with revelations of in-
iqmity, hitherto nndreamed of,

In this emergency the General Court constituted the above Conrt
of Ohancery, with power to try, not only suits between the victim-
ized public and the stockholders, but between the stockholders
themselves, who had by this time fallen into a fierce altercation
over the distribution of the spoils. There were other public ser-
vices performed by Col. Burr, not so importani as the above,
but worthy of mention, At the General Assembiy May 9, 1717,
with Peter Burr, Samuel Eels, Johnathan Law Esqrs. and Major
dohn Clark, he wus appointed ““to return the thacks of this As-
sembly to the Rev. Mr. Timothy Cutlar, for the grest paius he
took in the sermon he preached yesterday, and to desire u copy
that the same may be printed.”

May 12, 1%20, he was one of a committee “*to deliver into the
treasurer’s hunds the sum of £1330 2s. 6d. being a part of the
dead bills brought in by the rate of 1718, taking his receipt for
the same.” May 11, 1721. ““ Ordered by this Court, that a patent
be granted to the Hon. Nathan Gold, Hsqr., Peter Burr, Esqr.,
Major John Burr, Oapt. Joseph Wakeman, Capt. Moses Dimon
and Lieut, Jonathan Sturgess, all of Fairfield, and their heirs at
common law, to hold a grant of 600 acres of Iand, made to the
town of Fairfield, by the General Assembly at Hartford in 16732,
for the maintenance and sapport of a grammar school to be kept
there, and for no other use whatsoever.” May 14, 1731, appointed
with Mr. Joseph Whiting to return the thanks of the Assembly to
the Rev. Mr. Whittlesey, *“for the sermon he preached yesterday,
and to desire a copy, ete,” In 1733, he was on a committee to let
out £3,000 of the bills of eredit, *“to such persons, frecholders in
the Colony, as shall mortgage in lands, double in value to the sum
said mortgager shall borrow.” This was quite a delicate task, as the
committee were fo be ‘“very carefnl-and inform themselves well,
that the title to sasid land is clear, and that it is at least donble the
valog of the morigage, and free from encumbrance.” Qet. 11, 1733,
a diffioulty in the town of Lebanon concerning highways was re-
ported, and he was appointed on a committee with Matthew Allen
and James Wadsworth, to hear and report on the same. Qct
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13, 1737, with Edward Lewis, and Ebenezer Silliman he was, ap-
peinted to sell rights of western lands at the eourt house in Fair-
field.

GCol. Burr was probably one of the largest land holders in the
State.

May 12, 1720, ¢ the Assembly gave, granted, bargained, sold,
and confirmed o Roger Wolcott Hsq. of Windsor, Major John
Burr of Fairfield, John Rigge of Derby, Samuel Gunn, and Geozge
Clark the third of that name, both of Milford, John Stone of
Stanford, Ebenezer Fitch of Windsor aforesaid, and Peter Pratt
of Hartford, being all of this Colony, one certain piece, or par-
cel of Jand bounded south on Mansfield bounds as stated in the
patent to that sown dated Qetober the 20th, 1703, west upon Wil-
lumantick River, north upon Stufford, esst upon Ashford, by a
line drawn from Ashford nine mile and half tree, standing in
Manefield lire, southerly of a honse set up by Obadiah Abbey,
then to ron from that tree north, nine degrees easterly to Stafford
bounds,” the whole parcel being in estimation about 16,000 acres,
be it more or less, it being in consideration ef the sum of five hun-
dred and ten pounds in current money, by instraments well exe-
ented in the law, secured to be paid to the publick treasury of this
Colony by said grantees; to have and to hold thesame to them, in
equul parts or proportions, saving all granis by this asembly al-
ready made of said lands, and regularly laid out and returned ;
and this assembly further order and enact, that a patent at the re-
quest of said grantees under the seal of this Colony, signed by the
Governor and Secretary, be made of the aforesaid land o the said
Roger Woleett, John Burr. John Riggs, SBamuel Gunn, George
Clark, John Stone, Ebenezer Fitch, and Peter Pratt for the firm
holding the premises to them, and their heirs forever.,” Besides
thig grant he had a large farm surrounding his residence. (which
stood on what i3 now Fairfield Avenune in the City of Bridgeport)
which he bought of the Indian Sagamores, also a ““long lot,” *
and several other Iarge grants from the town of Fairfield ; to this
should be added a I‘u ge inheritance from his father.

Col. Burr was one of the Bl]lll?lpn.] founders of the old North

* His long ot was the 58th counting woest from the Stratford llane ; his father's the ipth
hasing been luild out ficst. The former lay between Cornelins Hull's and Henry Rowlands,
and was £ rody, I linke in width ; the latter between John Pauks and Obad{ah Gilbert, and
war 84 rods, 5 links in width, The long Iots wers granted by toe town, aod were of zni-
form leuﬂth runnlngz back throuﬂh ‘the wilderness to tie Danbury line, & distdnce of abont.
14 mllee, and in ameunt wete lald out in direct ratio to the taxes paid hy the prantee.
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‘Church of Stratfield, (now the First Congregational of Bridge-
port, Rev. Charles Ray Palmer, Pastor.)

Ho was also a prineipal subseriber at the organization of the
8t. John’s Episcopal church, Bridgeport, in 1748. He died in
Dec. 1750, and was baried probably, in the Old Strattield barying
ground.

His estate was valoed at 15,288 pounds, an immense sum in
those days. A copy of his will is appended.

April 26th, 1750, Item:. My will ia that a3 Thave agreed to give my loving
wife Elizabeth, by a marriage covenant dated 20th March, 1737, it sball be
performed, 1 having already paid two hundred pounds mentioned in said
covenant (according to my said wife’s directions)to her daughter Mary, the
remaining part of the sum in bills of credit mentioned therein. My willia,
that my execntor shall pay to my said wife, the sem of thirteen lundred
poundain billsof credit of the old tenor or equivalent in new tenor, to make up
the principel and fuil of the money, and my will farther is, that my said wife
shall have the use of my dwelling house where I now live, and the whole of
the orchard adjoining, during the timeshe remains my widow, and also lib-
erty to get firewood for her own use in ruy chestnut hill Jot, during said term,
and also provisions for half a year.

Item, I give and begmeath nnto my loving daughier Abagail Hubbell
the aum of ten pounda in bills of credit of the old tenor, with what I have
already given her, iz to be her full share of my estate.

ltem. I give and begueath tomy loving daughter Mary Smedly, the som
of ten pounds old tenor, which with what I have already given her is her
portion,

Ttem. I give and bequeath to my grandson Ebenezer Dimon, the son of
my said danghter Mary, the sum of aoe hundred ponndsin hills of credit old
tenor, or equivalent thereto, to be paid him when he shall arrive at the age
of twenty-one years.

Item. I will and bequeath to wmy grandson, William Dimon the anm of
fifty pounds, in billa of credit, old tenor, or equivalent thereto, to be paid him
when he shall arrive at the age of twenty-one years,

Item. T will and bequeath tomy grandson David Dimon the sam of ffty
pounds, in like currency, ar eqaivalent thereto, to be paid him when he arrive
at the age of twenty.one years,

Ttem. I will and begueath to my beloved son John Buerr and to his heirs
and assigns forever, the value of twelve hundred and fifty-eight pounds
in bills of credit old tenor, t¢ make him eguoal to what I have already
given to my eson William, and also the sum of four hundred ponnds
more in like correney, or the value thereof, on account of his being my
eldest; son.

Item. Allthe remsinder of my estate both realand personal, of whak kind
80 ever, not before mentioned in this will, 1 will, devige, and bequeath to my
beloved sone John Burr and William Burr, and theirheirs and assigns for-
ever in equal portion, on condition that they keep and meintain my son
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Jaseph Burr, during his natural life, with good and sufficiens clothing, meat,
drink, washing, and lodging and other necessaries.

Finally. 1do hereby constitute and appeint my well beloved sons, John
Burr and William Burr, executors of this my Isst will and testament, hereby
revoking all former wille by me made. In witneas whereof I set my hand
and geal.

:

JOHN BURR.
In presence of

Lymax HaLr,
RicEARD HUBBELL,
BeNy'N, HUBBELL, Junt.

Fac-gimile of Autograph:

/mﬂ_M

/7217
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HE was 2 son of John. and grandson of Major John Barr of
Fairfield. His father died when he was gmite young, and he hav-
ing no brothers, his father’s portion of the Major's estate descend-
ed by entail to him,

He was a lawyer by profession, an Assistant and Magistrate
of the Colony, several times Speaker of the House, and wielded
large influence in the councils of the Colony ; vet his chief claims
to distinetion rest undouhgedly on his wmilitary services, which
were many snd varied.

Passing first to the cousideration of his military career, we find
him, in 1731, Lieutenant of the second company or trainband of
Fairfield. Two years later, he was promoted to be Captain of the
same company. In 1739, he was appointed Major of the Fourth
Regiment, of which the Fairfield Company formed a part; the
nexs year he was made Commissary, o provide sopplies for the
troops ordered to be raised for an intended expedition against the
French power in the West Indies.*

In 1745, ocenrred the famous Cape Breton Expedition, which
a8 being intimately counected with the family history, should be
noticed in defail ; it was in fact the most brilliant passage in the
long series of Colonial wars, and worthier of more attention than
it has received from historizns.

The fortress of Louisburg was built on a precipitons rock, at
the head of Chateanrouge Bay—an arm of the Atlantic,—abount
midway of the eastern coust of the island of Cupe Breton.

By the treaty of 1715, the French had reiingnished Nova Sco-
tia and Newfoundiand to England, and soon feeling the need of &
fortress in that region, seized upon thiz rock, and in the course of
twenty-five years’ persistent labor, had succeeded in converting it
—with its natural escarpmenta of rock, sirengthened by every de-
vice known to the science of war—into the most formidable foriress
of the New World. Abouat the time of ite completion. in 1744,

* He l'BlJEﬁ\"cli for this service £48 58, 4d.
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war again broke oui between France and England, and very soon
after the colonists diseovered that the .French privateers were
using the place a8 a covert, from which to dart ont on their fish-
ing and trading eraft, employed in those waters.

They accordingly determined to eaptare it, and Maine, New
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Counecticnt entered
into a coalition to effect this object ; New York and the wesiern
eolonies were invited to Jmn, but deelined participating in the
-affair,

As soon as the news of the agreement reached Hartford, Gov.
Law called a special meeting of the Assembly, whlch accordin gly
met at New Haven, Feb. 26, 1745,

Major Andrew Burr was chosen Speaker and Captain John
Fowler Clerk of the Hounse. Of the 75 Deputies present, 36 were
Colonals, Majors, or Captaina. The war spirit of the Colony was
at its highest, and several extrerne war mieusures were passed al-
most wn:.hout debate.

The first measure provuied for the enlisting of 500, afterward
raised to 800, men for service in the intended expedition, and fur-
ther provided that each man so enlisting should be paid from the
public treasnry eight pounds for each monsh of actual service in
the war, If he provided himszelf with a good fireloek. sword, belt,
cartridge-box, and blanket, he was allowed a preminm of ten
pounds; if not. of three. He was fo have, farsher, one monih’s
wages before embarkation, *“to be excused from all impresses for
the space of two vears after his discharge from service, and have
an equal ghare in all the plonder with the soldiers of the neigh-
boring governments,”

A seeond act directed that the Colony sloop of war Detende
should be forthwith equipped and -manned with her full comple-
ment of men, and sail, with all convenient speed, as acomov to
the traneports for Cape Breton.

A- third appointed Hon. Roger Woicot COmmander-m-chlef
-and Major Andrew Burr Colonel of the forces engaged in the expé-
dition, Jonathan Trombull and Elisha Williams, Esqrs., weére
aleo appointed a eommistee to visic Boston, and confer with the
-committees of the different governments there in managing the
affairs of the war, and 2 board of commissaries was created, of which
Qol. Gurdon Saltonstall was chairman, who were instructed to pro-
vide fonr monthe’ provisions, and other necessaries for the troops,
and also good well found vessels for transports,
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Pursnant to adjournment, the Assembly again met at Hart-
ford, March 14, 1745. Col. Burr was continned Speaker, and
Capt. Fowler, Clerk. The Assembly then proceeded to fix the

-pay of officers of the expedition. The Major General was voted
£100 per month, the Colonel £65, the Lieut. Col. £35, the Major
£453. Hon. Roger Wolcot was also granted £300 to provide his
tent, bedding, etc., and for the entertainment of the chaplain. (ol
‘Burr, Hsq. £120, Simon Lathrop Hsq. {Lieut. Col.) £80, and Israel
Newton Esq, (Major,) £60 for the szme purpose.

The different officers of the regiment were commissioned. The
'Preasurer was directed to pay to the commissaries twelve thousand
pounds in addition to the four thonsand already paid, to provide for

-the.needs of the expedmon, nud an act was passed empowering the

Commissaries to impress transports, provisions, ete.. when they
could not otherwise procure them on juss and reasonable terms. In
-the meantime recrniting had been briskly earried on, and Coi. Burr
Jhad rendesvonsed his regiment of 500 men at New London, whers
+the commissaries had been busy collecting a fleet of trunsports to
receive them. This fleet consisted of 12 vessels,—the Colony
sloop of wur Defence, the R, L sloop of war, a Privateer, & snow
iof Newport, another snow,* Caps. Ronse, a ship, Capt. Suelling. a
brig, a snow and thres sloops, Oune of these was the Jaue of Nor-
walk, subsequently lost off Louisburg, another, the Diamond of
Middletown, lost on her return passage from Lonisburg, with all
.on board, and a ship, Capt. Ting.

By the middle of April every thing wae in readiness, and the
dittie army, amid 3 storm of hnzzas and farewells from the crowded
atreets, marched on board the transports, which immediately pus
io sea, standing out to windward of Block Island, and through
the portals of the sound at Montauk into the ocean.t

The fleet was sixteen days ai sea, but came safely and dropped
anchor, April 30, 1745, in Cabaroosa Bay near the fortress,

Not however, withoat mishap. On the 23d, they fell in with the
French frigate Renomme, 36 guns, from Louisburg, with dispaiches
to France, which engaged them, and damaged t.he R. L sloop of
war considerably, but which after an hours spirited confliet, was
glad to hanl.off and bear away on her voyuge. Had she known

) “A yespel eqnippe(l with two masts like the fore and m.nin—maats af aship, and s third
maIl wigst just ubaft the main.mast carrying a try-sait.

*. 4 The fleat sailed Banday, April M4, a8t 114 (see Jouron! of Bev, Adonijah ‘Bldvwell,
chaplain of the expedition.) .
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their weakness, with -her smperior weight of metal she might eamly
have sent the whole convay to the bottém,

The Massachusetis troops had arrived on the 4th, =o that the
combined land and naval forces of the colonies, numbering
‘abont 4500 men, were collected in readmeas for the approachixg
struggle,

On the morning of the 30th, the fleet crossed the bar, and ap-
proached the town, piloted by the- fishermen of Marblehead and
New London. The surprise of the garrison at sight of this arma-
ment, which, seen in the offing, they had supposed to be priva-
teers in wait for their trading craft, was complete, but at the tap
of the drom, they eprang to arme, and a detachment of 150 mien
under command of Col. Bouladrie, was sent ic resist the landing
of the troops.

Gen. Woleot, however, with Yankee zhrewdness, made a feint
of landing at one point, while Col. Burr, with his men, wading
the surf, reached the shore at another, and were drawn up in line
of battle before the epemy conld cover the distance -between
them.

Then followed a gharp skirmish in which the French were nt-
terly ronted, and fled, leaving -their commander, Bonladrie, and
half their number in the hands of the victors,

Thus the initial step of the campaign, that of gaimng s 3afe
lunding for the troops, was accomplished.

From their camp that night, Wolcott and Burr conld take
in at a glance, the whole line of coast and the defences of the
enemy. Hard by, two miles away, was the grand battery, armed
with thirty forty-two pounders, and commanding the harbot and
city. "o

tyNeaﬂy opposite their position, on an island of the bay, wab
the igland battery, mounting the same number of 25-pounders.

Between the town and the mainland lay a morass two miles
wide and impassable for horses, and when this was passed, the
fosse B0 feet wide, and the ramparts 30-fest high, and moimiting
66 cannon of different calibres, still inferposed hetween the in-
vaders and the city.

In the batteries and the fortreas were posted 800 regolars an:l
1300 militis, well armed and provisioned for five or six months,
and in addition, an irregnlar force of half breeds and Indians
was ambushed in the neighboring forests, and was avaﬂable under
certain contingencies. e
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Having thus briefly stated the obssacles, let us go on and see
how they were overcome.

. Early next morning a defachment of 400 provincials was seut
.around behind the hills east of the city, burning houses and stores
.aa they advanced, until they came within view, at scarce a mile’s
distance, of the grand battery,

At this momeni, the smoke from the burning housea surging
throngh the proyineial ranks, deceived the epemy into the helief
that a great army was upon them, and panic stricken, they threw
.their powder into 2 well aud fled in confusion toward the town,
Jeaving the provincials to rush in and secure the fortress withount
‘the loss of a man.

. It was a prond moment for the gallant fellows, and as the ri-
color of France came down with a run, and the great guus, double
shotted, were turned upon the foe, they felt, no doubt, that their
.Josses from the piratical Frenchmen were amply avenged.

_Next morning the army addressed itself seriouely to the work
of the siege. TFive fascine batteries were begnn bevond the mo-
rass, and within striking distance of the town, the Conuecticut
ircops erecting the redoubt nearesy the enemy’s position, and but
two hundred yards distant. The heavy cannon were placed on
wooden floats, and drawn by the strong lumbermen of Maine
across the morass to the batteries, where they were placed in posi-
tion. The men carried the ammuanition and other stores in baskets
on their shoulders, as in more peaceful duys they had been wont
Ao carry grain from their sunny cornfields.

... Working slowly in this manner, by the 20ch of May, they had
succeeded in erecting five fascine batteries. one of five 42-pound-
ers, and in completely investing the town,

On the 21st they commenced a furiong bombardment in which
they were aided by the British men-of-war, several of which had
now. come in; this was continned for twenty-four days, almost
withont cessation, althongh the besiegers suffered greatly during
the.time. from cold, hunger, severe. rains, the sorties of the be.
sieged, and the attacks of the Indians.

. .. By the 14th of June, it was observed that the fire of the car-
ronades and 4R-pounders, had begun to tell terribly on the walls,
and success seemed near. The Island battery was then nearly
silenced, and untenable ; the west gate of the town broken down ;
8 large breach made in the adjoining wall ; the cirenlar battery of
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" 16 guns in reing; the northeast battery badly damaged, and the
eoldiers driven from its gune.

Under these circumstances it was determined that on the 18th,
-the combined land and naval forces shonld assaunit the town, but
the enemy, jndging that such an- attack was intended and fearfil
of its resulf, on the 16th sent in a-flag of truce, asking for terms

* of gurrender.

These were given and accepted, and on the 16th of June, the
city and fortress of Lonisburg with the island of Cape Breton,
were surrendered to the Provincial arms.  Theirs had been the
hardships of the enterprise, and theirs was the glovry of the
victory, thongh they were not destined to share in its frmifs,
During the siege prizes to the valne of five million dollars had
“been taken, & share of which belonged of right to the Colonists,
but which was awarded by the hame government to the naval
forces, nor is there any record of their recetving a penny of it, nor

. any indemnity whatever for the losses and burdens of the war, al-
though a few years later they saw the mother country reap the
fruits of their vietory in the acquigition of Canada, and the with-
drawal of French pretensions in that quarter.

A very interesting memorial on this sabject was addressed to
the Britizh King, by the General Court of Ang. 16, 1645, Tts
-cloging paragraphs are as follows :

“ Will your Majesty be pleased further to permit us humbly to
recommend to your royal consideration and favor, the officers and
goldiers who have voluntarily served their ng in this expedition,
going throngh incredible labora and fatignes in erecting batteries,
i{ons of which they advanced within abount 200 yards of the city
walls.} drawing guns, (some 42 ponnders) firing nine or ten thou-
sand great shot and shells, and small shot withont namber, and in
receiving the enemies’ shot near egual, in sl which the officers and
:goldiers from Connecticut, {whose loyalty and resolution is inferior
o noné,) bare their full ghare, notwithstanding all which, thess
officers and soldiers, (who would have been entitled to the plun-
-der if taken) received no benefit thereof, the same by capitulation
being given up, and the city and forts, with their artillery, saved
and surrendered to your Majesty, whereas the officers and soldiers
at sea, both before and since the surrendery, have had great and
‘waluable prizes fallen into their hands, even within sight of the
‘eity walls, particularly since the surrendery, two French East In-
wtia ships richly laden, and one ‘Sonth ‘Sea ship, which ‘we have
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advice had on board four hnndred thousand pounds sterling in
money, desides a valnable eargo in goods, and it is snpposed that
the captures there amount to a million pounds sterling or more,
which it iz probable would never have fallen into the hands of your
Majestv’s subjects if this expedition had not been andertaken.

We have presumed to send vour Majesty a roll of the officera
from Connecticut, and most hembly pray your Majesty’s most
gracious acceptance, audience, and favor.

Bigned by Jonata. Law, Gov.

In taking leave of the subject, it is worthy of remark that fif-
teen days after the surrender, and before news of the event had
reached the Colony, the Connecticut Assembly passed a vote to
raige 300 additional men for she Cape Breton expedition. The
gaid troops <“ 1o be and belong to Col. Burr's regiment now em-
ployed in such service.”

.. The General Assembly of Aug. 15. 1745, detailed Col. Burr
with 3530 men of bhis regiment, for garrison duty at Louisburg,
until the next June, or until the pleasnre of the home government
ghould he known. He was shorily relieved, however, for we find
him Speaker of the House at the next session of the Assembly in
Oct. 1745.%

With the spring of 1748 another war threatened the half ex-
hanated colonies. The Hnglish ministry then decided on & eam-
paign, against the Canadas, and sent directions to the colonists to
furnizh their quota of men and stores for the expedition. In this
war Col. Burr seems not to have faken active service, thongh he
bore a.prominent part in the preparations for enlisting aund provis-
ioning the troops. He with Gurdon Saltonstall, (afterward Gover-
nor) and four other prominent gentlemen, constituted a Board of
Commissaries for providing transports, provisiens, arms, clothing,
angd other necessaries for the use of the troops. He waa st the same
time appointed War Qommittee for New Haven County, with Col.
Thomas Fitch as colleague, ¢ to assist his Honour the Governor in
the affairs relating to the war, referred, or that may be referred by
this Assembly to said Committee.” 4

No mention is made of him in a military capacity again, nnfil
1¥50, when, at the October session of the Assembly he was com-

Y Aug. 31, Col. Burr, und 60 or W Connectivnt men sailed in & sloop for Connecticat.’
—Rev. Mr. Biduwell's' Journal. : o -
. it-Fhis campatzn against Canada proved abortive. -
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missioned Colonel of the Fourth -Regimens-(of Fairfield County).”
The war of 1744, terminated- with the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle in*
October, 1748, and from that time to the famous French and In-:
diun war in 1758, the colonists enjoyed comparative peace, yet

during fhis time there were, no doubt, almost daily inoursions of -
the savage hordes along the borders, so that we are not to infer

that his sword was left to ruat from disnse ; of hiz personal history

and adventures not & scrap remains, and the biographer is npfortn-

pately confined to the bare, dry details of the Records for the ma-

terials of his history ; enomgh, however, is gleaned there to prove

that he was an efficient officer, brave, firm and capable, and of

great reputation in the Colony. In the consideration of hiz civil

career, we must return for details to the invalnable records of the-
Colony. '

He was Deputy for Fairfield, Oct., 1727, 1729, 1731, May,
1782, Oct., 1732, Feb., 1733, May, 1733, Oct., 1733, May. 1735,
May, 1736, 1737, 1738, Oct., 1738, May, 1739, Qct., 1739, May,
1740, July, 1740, Oct., 1740; Nov., 1740, May, 1741, Oct., 1741,
May, 1742, Oct., 1742, May, 1743, Oct., 1743, May, 1744, Oci.,
1744, Feh,, 1745, March, 1745, Oct., 1745, May, 1746 and June,
1747, He wag Justice of the Peace, May, 1727, 1728, 1729, 1¥30,
1731, 1732, 1733, 1734, 1735, 1744 and 1745. Appointed Judge
of County Court, May, 1745, 1746, 1747, 1748, 1749, 1750, 1751,
1752, 1753, 1754. 1765, 1756, 1757, 1758, 1759, 1760, 1761, 1763,
Judge of Probate Conrt, May, 1749, 1750, 1751, 1752, 1753, 1754,
1755, 1756 and 1762. Asgistant or member of the Upper Houee,
Mav, 1746, 1747, 1748, 1749, 1760, 1761, 17562, 1753, 1754, 1755,
1766, 1757. 1738, 1759, 1760, 1761, 1Y62, 1763. Present in Coart
as Assistant, Qct., 1746, Jan., 1747, May, 174%, Oct., 1747, May,
1748, Oct., 1748, May, 1749, Oct., 1749, May, 1750, Oct., 1750,
Nov.. 1750, May, 1751, Oct., 1751, May, 1752, Oect., 1752, May,
1753, Oct., 1753, Mav, 1754, Oes., 1754, Jan:, 17565, March, 1755, -
May, 1755, Ang., 1755, Oct., 1755, Jan., 1756, Sept., 1756, Octs,
1756, Jan,. 1757, Feb., 1757, May, 1757, Oct., 1757, March, 1758,
Mav, 1758, Oct., 1758, Feb.; 1759, March, 1759, May, 1759, Oct.,
1759, March, 1760, May, 1760, Oct., 1760, March, 1761, May, 1761,
Oet., 1761, May, 1762, Nov., 1762, May, 1763, Oct., 1763. Clerk
of Lower House, Oct., 1788, May, 1740, July, 1740. Spesaker,
Oct, 8, 1741, May, 1742, Oct., 1742, May 1743, Oct., 1743, May,
1744, Qct., 1744, Feb., 1745, March, 1745 and Oct., 1745,

June 2, 1726, he was appoinied by the Goevernor and Couneil,
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Sheriff of Fairfield County ; his recognizance was 2000 pounds ; his
sureties were Thomas Hill, of Fairfield, and John Lyon, of Green-
wich. Heheld the office until the 13th of May following, when he
resigned it, * representing the disadvantagez that attended him
in sustaining the office,” and Thomas Hanford, of Fairfield, sne-
ceeded him.

While shertff, he had some difficulty in disposing of a certain
Thomas Shaw, who had been placed in his charge by the Superior
Court at its Awgunst term in Fairfield, *“to be disposed of in
service,” and to aid him, a resolution was passed at the fall ferm
of the Assembly, impowering him to agree with the person to
whom said Shaw should be indentnred, chat in case he {Shaw)
ghould persist in his thievish and burglarious practices. go as to
expose himself to the gallows, and to suffer the pains of death,
which then ¢‘eeemed very hazardous,” in that case. such person
should be paid back so much of the money agreed upon, as should
then—i. e., at the time of the hanging—remain nnsatisfied for,
by the service of said Shaw; and with this gnarantee, we are to
infer that Mr. Shaw soon obtained a sttustion, a5 we hear no more
of the matter.

At the Qct. session of the court, 1727, he was appointed with
Capt. Mcres Dimon, to sell lands of Joseph Lockwood of Fairfield,
minor.,

May 11, 1782, he was on a committee with Capt. Platt and
Baq. Lewis. to lay out & new parish at Stanford and Horse Neck.

At the May session in 1733, he was one of a committea of six,
who submitted a veport on the disposal, or dividing of the several
townships laid out in the western lands.

The report recommended first, an act granting all the money
received from the sale of the seven towns lately laid out in the
western iands, to the then settled fowns of the Colony, divided to
them in proportion to the Iist of their polls, and rateable estate
for that year, and to be secired and forever improved for the use
of the schools kept in said towns according to law.

And second. an act, creating a committee of two for each
county, io sell the townships, or receive subscriptions for the
gharee—each town being divided into fifty shares, three of which
were regserved, one for the firat minister there settled, one seqnes-
tered for the nso of the established ministry forever, and the third
for the use of the school or schools in such town forever.

. The report was aceepted by. the Assembly, and Andrew Barr,
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and Samuel Burr, were appointed to take subscriptions for - Fair--
field County. The land open to buyers in this county lay in
Township No. 4, the middle town of the tract, bounded on the
west by Ousatunnuck River, In Qct, 1784, he was appointed with
Stephen Burr, o sell estate of David Burr of Fairfield, and to put
the money it should produce at interest for the wse of the same.

May, 1737, appointed with Nathan Stanley and others, to re-
ceive the money contributed by the several societies, *“for the
civilizing and Christianizing the Indiang in this Colony.”

May, 1746, on committee with Ebenezer Silliman and Thad-
deus Burr, to settle differences in the parish of North Stratford,-
¢““and to pursue proper and peacesble methods for the settlement
of a gospel minister among them.”

May, 1749, he was granted eighty-one pounds for his services as
committee in agsisting Col. Fiteh in revising the laws. Jan. 8,
1755, on committes with Ebenezer Silliman, Samnel Fitch, and
Joseph Platt, to assigt the Governor with their advice and coun-
gel,” in regard to the raizing of forces for the defence of hiz Majes-
ty's just rights and dominions in North America, (see letter of Sir
Thomas Robinson, in R. 1. Qol. Ree., Vol. V. p. 406.) Also March
17, 1756, the same were appointed a Committee of War, < to at-
tend, and advise the Governor in any matters aforesaid—(relating
to the intended expedition against Crown Poini)—whensoever he
ghall think proper to eall them together,”

November, 1755, appointed with David Rowland. and John
Reed, to repair to Greenwich, to consider and setile some disputes
that had arisen between the parishes of Greenwich and Horse
Neck, respecting their parechisl extension, and levying ministe-
rial taxes.” The same commiitee wers reappointed on the zame
‘business at the May and September sessions of the Court, in 1756,

Feb, 9, 1757, he was appointed ““to receive the arms and ac-
coutrements belonging to the king, nsed by the soldiers of the
Colony in the last campaign,” (that against Crown Point). His
last appearance in public life, was as Assistant at the October ses-
gion of the Court in 1763. He was renominated for Assiatant at

that time, bnt died before the election in May, Hig death occur-
" red at his home in PFairfield, Nov. 9, 1763, and his tomb is still
to be seen in the old burial ground at Fairfield.

His domestic life was a pleasant and happy one. He marmd,
April 80th, 1719, Sarah, danghter of Jonathan Sturgis of Fair-
field, who bore him thirteen children. 8he died about 1745, He
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again married Sarah Stanly of Hartford, by whom he had one
ciiild a daaghser, born Dee. 3,1749,

He died Nov. 9, 1763. His will was dated Nov. 24, 1760, and
reads ag follows :

24th Nov. 1760 ; lmprimis. I give and begueath to my loving wife S8arah,
the household goods that she brought with her, that are in being after my
decease. And also the nse of one-third of my real estate that I shall die
posseesed of during her nataral life, this 10 be in lien of dower.

Item. Al the rest of my estate [ will and bequeath to my children, viz :
David, Andrew, John, George, Oliver, Elizabeth, Mary, Sarah and Jerusha,
in manner and proporiion hereafter mentioned, I having already given to
my son David the value of thirty-four pounds Iawfal money, which skall be
accounted as par: of the portion given him.

Ttem, To my son Andrew, I have already given him thirty pounds law-
ful money, which shall be accounted part of his portion: And to my son
George I have given ten ponnds Jawful money which shall be accounted part
of his portion,

ltem, Tomy sen David,in eonsideration of his being my first born, I give
all my isw hooks being in parinevahip with Gov Fitch: Also whatl expended
on bis College learning. Also the acre of Jand I gave him where his house
now standeth to be over and above his share with the rest of his brethren.

ltem, All the rest and remainder of my estate not given before in this
my last will, I give, devise, and dispose of the same to my aforenamed chil-
dren to them their heirs and assigns forever, in such manner that each of my
sons shall Linve twice as much ae ench of my daughters aforenamed, making
whait ig set off 1o my three sons ae part of their portions respeetively, and
what I have charged to my daughter Elizabeth shall be part of her portion
given b this my will, so that my aforenamed daughters shail have equal
share, and half =0 much as each of my said sons, and my will is, that what-
goever I shnll hereafter give to any of my children and shall be charged to
them : or if it be by deed of gift, eball be taken and aceounted ra part of the
portion of my estate, given to them in this my will. As to my daughter Ann,
the wife of Capt. Bam, Sturges, I have already given her what T consider her
fall portion.

Finally. I doLereby constitute and appoint my deiiful and beloved sons,
David Burr and George Burr, executora of this my last will and testament
{lvereby revoking all former wills by me made.} In confirmation whereof I
have hercunto set my hand and seal, the day and date fixed before written.
My will farther is, that if my movables will not pay my debts, besides what is
given tomy wife, then my executorashall have power to sell lands to pay thoem.

Fac.simile of Antograph :

Signed in wresence of
Davip RowLarp,
ANDPREW ROWLAND,
BarRAR WarD.

77 Y
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Ox the 4th of January, 1716, there was born fo Daniel Burr
Esq., of Upper Meadow, a district in the northern limits of the
present town of Fairfield, Ct. a son, on whom the graces that preside
at birth, seem to have lavished all those gifis which they so charily
beztow on the majority of mankind,

He had a lively, intelligent, profound intellect, 2 handsome
person, equable temper, sufficiens wealth, and all the advantages
of birth, breeding, and education, and still further to insure his
snecessful rearing, five hearty, healthy boys, and three merry girly
ghared with him in the care aund solicitude of hiz parents.

“ From childhood,” says his biographer,* ** be had a strong in.
clination for learning, and early discovered tokens of that extraor-
dinary quickness of intellect which afterward distinguighed him.”
Fortunately his friends had the discernment to perceive this, and
early determined to give him a liberal education, with a view to
entering hiw Jater in some one of the learned profesgions.

Accordingly, in his eighteenth vear, he entered Yale College,
then beginning to acquire that prestige as an educator of youth,
which had before belonged exclusively to Harvard, and after the
usnal werin of four years gradnated with the highest honors of the
class. This occurred in 1738. He was particalarly proficient in
Greek and Latin, and on receivi ng his first degree, was a candidate
for, and received the privileges of a resident graduate on the Berke-
ley foundation, which were only granted after competition, to the
three best acholars in Greek and Latin of the elass.

The year after and while pursuing his post-graduate studies,
an event occurred which exerted a controlling influence on his
subgequent career, In this year he experienced that mys-
teriots change which we call eonversion, and which has changed
the life current of so many men. A very interesting account
of this event is given, in the following extract from his private
papers :

“ This year God saw fit to open my eves, and show me what &
miserable creature I was, Until ‘then I had spent my life ina

* Btearns” Hist of Fi.re!: Church, Newark,
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dream, and as to the greatdesign of my life had lived in vain.
Though before I had been under frequent conviction, und was
driven to a form of religion, yet I knew nothing a2 I onght to
know. But then I was brought to she footstool of sovereign grace,
saw myself poliated by nature and practice, had affecting views
of the Divine wrath I deserved, was made to despair of help in my-
gelf, and almost concluded that my day of grace was passed. It
pleased God at length to reveal his Son te me as an all sufficient
Bavior, and 1 hope, inclined me to receive him on the terms of the
Gospel. ™

Hir thoughts were now turned towards the Christian ministry,
a8 the worthiest. moat sacred and most rezponsible pursait of man,
and in September, 1736, he was licensed as a candidate for sacred
orders. His first parish was Greefificld, Massschnsetts. a prety
village in the valley of the Connecticut, a few miles above Spring-
field, ’

He remained there but 4 short time, and then remmoved to New
Jersev, and preached, as the old chronicles inform us, at a place
ealled Hanover ; while here, a wider sphere of action was opened
before him.

In 16%%, a colony of Connecticut pecple, principally from New
Haven, had settled on the fertile banks of the Passaic, in New
Jersey. The charch which they then fonuded had grown with
the years, until it had now become a numerous and wealthy so-
ciety, known as the First Church of Newark ; it was now withont
a pastor, and having heard of the piety and eloquence of the
voung preacher from Connectieut, they appointed a committee, in
Nov., 1736, to go down to Hanover and treat with him, “on the
snbject of hiz becoming a candidate.” Next month, Dee. 21st, it
wag put to vote ** whether the fown desire Mr. Aaron Burr should
have a cull for further improvemert in the work of the ministry
among us, ag & candidate for further trial, which was carried in
the affirmative, nemine contradicente.” 'They were cautions folk,
however, and engaged him at firss, for bnt one year, commencing
Jan. 10, 1737. The counection proved mutnally satisfactory, and
at the expiration of the year he was ordained as their pastor, by
the Presbyterv of East Jersey, with which the churel: was then
connected. His emotions, on being indncted into this responsible
office, are thug referred to in his journal : “ Jan. the 25th, I was
set apart to the work of the ministry by fasting, praver, and im-
position of hands. God grant that I may ever keep fresh in my
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mind the solemn charge that was then given, and never induige
trifling thoughts of what then appeared to me to be of such
awfu] importance.” .

‘T'he early part of hiz ministry was remarkable for that wonder-
ful religions movement, which, commencing at Northampton and
other towns in the Connecticut Valley, gpread from town to towun
and from point to point, until neurly the whole couniry was em-
braced in its ever increasing circles.

Great Britain also presented, at the same time, a similar phe-
nomenon. This movement is known in religions annals as the
“ Great Awakening.” Whitefield and the Wesleys were its leaders
in England. and Whitefield, Edwards and Burr among ite chief
promoters in Ameriea.*

The personal friendship and connection with Whitefield, begun
at this time, forms one of the most charming passages in the life
of this good man. The vessel in which the former took passage
for this conntry was bound to Newport, R. 1., and as it happened
Mr. Bure was in that city when the vessel with its distinguizhed
pasgenger arrived, It is probable that he accompanied Whitefietd
on his journey to Boston soon after ; at least he was in that ¢ity
while the latter was preaching there, and his letters of thie date
contain many plessant little scraps of information concerning the
great preacher and his sermons.

For instance, in one, the first of the series, he remarks, ¢ To-
day L heurd Mr. Whitefield preach in Dr. Coleman’s chureh, I
am mwore and more pleased with the man.” Again, “on the 21st
1 heard bim preach on the Jommen to about 10,000 people. On
Monday visited him and had some conversation, to my satisfaction.”
““QOn the 23d went to hear him preach in Mr. Webb’s church, but
the house was erowded before he came. Bame day Mr. Whitefield
preached at Mr. Gree’s church, and in the evening at Dr. Sewall’s,
On Saturday I went to hear him preach again, on the Common ;
there were about 8,000 there.

It was during Mr. Burt’s stay in Boston at this time that an in-
cident occurred, which is related as showing his remarkable power
a8 8 preacher.

One evering a young lady very wealthy and accomplished, but
& sceptic in religion, was paseing by the church in which he was

* A letter from Newark at thie period mentione Mr. Burr as pue of the ministers whom
the good Lord had stirved up and inspired 10 water the seed sown: by Mr. Whitefleld in thnt
raplon,
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to preach, and attracted by the crowd that was pouring in, entered.
By and by Mr. Bnrr entered the desk. There being nothing
remarkable in his appearance, she regarded him with contempt,
and would have lefv the church had not a regard for appesrances
restruined her, But with the firss deep, meledions tones of the
preacher her interest was awakened; she listened with the most
breathless attention to the sermon which followed, and at its elose
went out weeping and convinced. That evening dated o most
decided change in her character and life; she became a hnmble,
earnest Christian, and some years after died, in the triemphs of
faich.

After some wecks spent in Boston, Mr. Burr returned to his
parochial duties in Newark.

Some time alter, in November, 1740, he was visited by Mr.
Whitefield, who preached in his church with the most gratifving
resulta. A correspondence was kept np, it is said, between the two
until Mr. Barr's death.

Two vears after this visit, in June, 1742, the First Church of
New Haven honored Mr. Burr with an invitation to become their
assistant pastor with Mr. Noyes, and appointed a committee with
President Clapp at their head, ‘“to go down to Newark and lay
the call before Mr. Burr, and at the same time to treat with the
good people of Newark and gain their consent to Mr. Barr’s re-
moval.” Bat both Mr. Burr and “the good people of Newark ™
geem o have been perfectly satisfied with their mutual relations,
and the delegation was obliged to retarn home nnsuccessful. Soon
after we may suppose that Mr. Borr returned their visit. as he
was chiefly ocenpied during this summer with sending the devoted
Brainerd on his long cherished mission to the Indian tribes of the
continent, and in the course of the stmmer made a long journey
into New England and urged zpon iis people the duty and neces-
gity of christianizing the Indians about them, and also recom-
mended Mr, Brainerd as well fitted. both by natnre and grace, for
the work, Other ministers seconded these efforts and the result
war that, in 1744, Brainerd was ordained and sent-onh a mission {o
the Indians at the Forks of the Delaware.

A marked pecuhantv of President Burr’s charaeter was the
large development in him of the paternal instines,—a trajt also
shared by his famous son.

He loved children, and had an instinetive desire to tuke every
bright active boy he saw, and ““make 2 man of him.”  As an edu-
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cator of youth. he was justly celébrated. Very early in his pastorate
at Newark he gathered a ciase of boys. eight or ten about him,
and instructed them in the principles of the English and classical
languages. This was but the beginning.

On the 28d Oct., 1746, Jonathan Dickinson, John Pierson,
Ebenezer Peraberton, and Aaron Buorr, with an egual number of
lay associates, received a charte for a new college of New Jersey,
and which was organized the first wegk in May, 1747, at Elizabeth-
town. Of this imstitution Jonathan Dickinson was the first Presi-
dent.

Iu Auguost, 1747, Mr, Dickinson died. and the stndents, eight in
number, were removed to Newark, and placed under the care of
Mr. Burr. The following September, Gov. Belcher granted a new
charter, under which the college is at present conducted, and on
the 9th of November, 1748, Mr. Aaron Burr was nnanimouely
chosen the first President of the new college, “ an office,” snys the
College Reeord, ** which he was pleased modestly to aceept, and
took the oath of office required by the charter,” His devotion to
the interests of his new charge knew no bounds ; indeed, he ia to
be regarded not only as the first President and true founder of
this sturdy giant of our day. but as its fostering parent as well.

“The college,” savs D Btearns, ¢ was at the time in 2 fegble
condition, and he not only contributed freely of his own means,
but by the weight of his own influence and personal efforts, he
was able to accomplish much in securing for it the patronage of
the liberal, here and in other parts of the world,”

For the first three years of ita existence, he received no salary
whatever as President, and hiz intense interest in its welfare is
ghown in a letter of the period, which, after remarking shat the
college had lately drawn £200 in a lottery, adds, - It hath given
the President such pleasure, that his spirits are greatly refreshed
which were before very low.”* Mr. Burr remained President of
the college actively lahoring in its bebalf until his death in 1757,
Indeed, it is highly probable that his unparalleled labors in its be-
balf were the main cause of his untimely decease.

In the midst of this life of activity, oceurred his marriage with
Miss Esther Edwards, danghter of the Rev, Jonathun Edwards of

* The antograph which accompanics this sketch, is from a paperin the Connecticat State
Archives, pmying the General Asgembly for anthority to hold a loticry in that Btate for the
benefit of the college, which power was denied them by the low of Now Jersey. The paper
s ptgned by Aaron Burr, Bres, of the eollege, ag acting for the trustese.
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Biockbridge, Muss. This event, and the manner of its accomplish-
ment, created no small amount of gossip in the social circles of the
-day. Mr. Burr was then thirty-seven, the young lady twenty-one.
His courtship, judgiug from the letters of a young gentleman then
a student in Princeton College, to his friends deseribing the affair,
was quite patriarchal.

The young letter-writer thus deseribes it : ** In the latier end
of May, the president took a journey into New England. and dur-
ing his absence he made a visit of but three days, to the Rev. Mr.
Edwards’ danghter at Stockbridge ; in which short time, though
he had no acquaintance, nor had ever seen the lady these six vears,
I suppose he accomplished his whole design, for it was not above a
fortnight after his return here, before he sent a young fellow
{who came ont of college last fall} into New England o conduet
her and her mother down here,

“ They came to town Saturday evening the 27%th uli.. and on
Monday evening following, the nuptial ceremonies were celebrated
between Mr. Barr and the voung lady. As I have vet no munner
of acquaintance with her, I eannot describe to you her gmalifica-
tions and properties. However. they say she is a very valuable
lady. I think her a person of great beautv. thongh I must say [
think her rather too young (being twenty-ong vears of age) for the
President.”

A few weeks later, on becoming acquainted. he wrote again,
giving his impressions of the lady:

¢+ 1 can’t omit acquainting vou that our prestdent enjoys all the
happiness thav the married stute can afford. I am sure. when he
was in the condition of celibacy, the pleasnre of his life bore no
comparison to that he now poszesses,

“From the listle scquaintance I have with hiz lady. I think her
a woman of very good sense, of u genteel and virtnons ednecation,
amieble in her person. of great affability and agreeableness in con-
versation, and a verv excellent economist.”™

The marriage was solemnized, June 29. 1752, Two vears later,
May 3. 1754, the old parsonage in Newark was enlivened by the
birth of a danghter. Sarah. and again, Feb. 6. 1756, by the ad-
vent of a son, Auron, They were the oniy children of President
and Esther Burr.

In the amtumn of 1756, the college buildings ac Princeton
were completed. and the president removed thither, severing his
connection with the church which he had served to the greas sat-
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isfaetion of all parties, for twenty years. But the career of this
busy and pions man was near its close.

In Augnst, 1757, he made one of hiz swift journeys into New
Bngland, penetrating as far as Stockbridge, the residence of his
father-in-law. He returned home much exhansted, but was
obliged to sei off at once to Elizabethtown, to meet Governer
Belcher, on pressing business connected with the college.

At Elizabethtown he learned that the wife of the Rev, Caleb
Smith was dead, and hastened to condole with his bereaved
friend, and on hiz arrival was prevailed on {o preach the funeral
sermon of the deceased lady.

On his retorn to Princeton, he suffered from attacks of inter-
mittent fever, but disregarding it, made a forced jonrney to Phila-
delphia, still on college business, i

From thie jonrney he returned ntterly exhansted, anly to meet
fresh demands upon his energics, for Governor Beicher, his old
friend and ally, the firm friend and patron of the college, had died
snddenly, and who bat President Burr could fitly pronounee his
funeral enloginm. Me spent nearly the whole of that night in pre-
paring it, and the next morning, nearly delirious with fever, sravelied
to Elizabethtown, where the funeral ceremonies were to be held.

Daring the sermon his friends perceived with regret and alarm,
that he was nearly proscrated by his disease ; thiz was his last ser-
mon, From Elizabethtown he returned to hiz home at Princeton,
where he expired from the effects of the fever. September 24,
1767. His foneral was celebrated in the college ehapel, and his
remains interred in the college churchyard, where, eighty vears
after, the body of his famous son was brought for burial,

Few men, probably, have been more sincerely mourned than
was President Burr. A large concogrse of people. comprising
many of the magnates of the land, gathered at his funeral. A
glowing eulogium was pronounced upon him by Governor Living-
ston, of New Jersey,* and the press and the pulpit vied in paving
manly tributes to his virtne, talents and beneficence,

Of President Burt’s personal appearanee and kabits we have
but few details, and they are chiefly supplied by his biographer,
Dr. Stearngz, and by Gov, Livingston,

According to Dr. Stearns, he was small in svature, and of a
delicate frame but capable of great effort.

* Afterward pablished: n copy—and the only one that I have been able to flnd,—Is pre-
eerved in the Libeary of the Mass. Hiavorical Sucisty, Boston
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“He was & small mau, and very handsome, with clear dark
eyes of a soft luster, & slender, shapely person, and the styls and
bearing of a prince,” said the letter-writers of his day.

““To encounter fatigue,” says Gov. Livingston, ‘“he had a
heart of steel, and for the despatoh of business the most amazing
talents. Aslong as an enterprise appeared nos absolutely impos-
gible, he knew no discouragement, but in proportion to its Jdiffi-
culty augmented his diligence, and by an insuperable fortitude,
frequently accomplished what his friends and acquaintances
deemed utwerly impossible. In private intercourse he was modest,
aeasy, courteons and obliging.”

A perfect master of the art of pleasing in company, his presence
threw a charm over every social circle. Temperate even to abste-
micusness, he was a lover of hospitality, and possessing ampler
meang than most of his brethren, he distingnished himself as s
bountecus giver. -

‘- As a pastor,” savs Dr. Stearng, ‘“ Mr. Burr was eminenily
faithfu] und assidnous; of winning manners and distinguished
gkill in finding out and opening the avenues of the heart. he em-
ploved his address, learning, and activity for the pramotion of the
moral improvement and spiritnal welfare of the souls commltted
to him,”

Gov. Livingston also touches npon this topic,

 He was none of those downy doetors who soothe their hear-
ars into delusive hopes of Divine acceptance, or substitnte exter-
nal morality in the room of vitat godliness. On the contrary, he
scorned to proclaim the peace of Ged, uniil the rebel bad laid
down his arms and returned to his allegiance. He was an am-
bagsador that adhered inviolably to his instractions, and never ac-
ceded to a treaty that would nos be ratified in the courl of Heaven.
He geurched the conscience with the terror of the law, before
he aszuaged its anguish with the baim of Gileed, or presented the
eweeb emollients of a bleeding Deity. He acted in short, like one
not intrusted with the lives and fortunes, but the everlasting in-
terests of his fellow mortals, and .cherefore made it his business fo
advanece the divine life, and 1estow.—: the beautu‘.ul image of God
displaced by the apostacy of man.’

This may seem like extracrdinary enlogy, but there is evidence
that it was truth,

There are seversl portraits of President Burr in existence, beé
all I believe copies of an original portrait. which was eaptured by
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the British daring the Revolution, and somewhat defaced, but
was afterward recovered and restored. "The painling in the col-
lege library ie copied from that porirait.

Mr. Burr was not & velnminons writer. In 1752 he published
a8 Latin Grammar, known as the Newark Grammar, and which
was nsed in the college long after his death, He also published a
pemphlet of 60 pages called “ The Supreme Deity of our Lord
Jesag Christ Maintained ;” & fast day sermon, delivered Jan. 1,
1755. “ The Watchman’s Answer to the Question, What of the
Night?” A sermon, 1756, and the funeral sermon on Gov.

Belcher, 1757%.
A Latin Oration by him on the death of Philip Doddrige, is

etil} preserved in manuscriptin the college library.
Fac-gimile of Antograph :
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Hia monument jn the Princeton churehyard, bears this in-
seription :
M. 8.
Reverendi admodum virt
AARONIS BURRER. A M.
Callegii Neo Caesariensis Presidiis
Natus apud Fairfield Connecticutensinm
IV Januarii A, D MDCCXYV]
B V.
Honesata in eadem Colonia Familia oriundus
Collegio Yalenai innutritus
Novarce Sacris innuntritus MDCCXXX VI
Anno circiter viginti pastorali Munere
Fideliter Frucing
Collegii N. C. Presidium MDCCXLVIII accepit
In narsovie Aulam sub Finem MDCCLVI transiatus
Defunctus hoe vico XXIV Saptembris
A, D. MDCCLVIIL 8. N,
Ztatis XLII ehen quam brevis
Huofe Marmort subjicitur quod mori potuit
Quod immortale vindicarant cali
Queeris viator Qualis Quantuegue fuiv
Perpancie Accipe
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Vir corpore parvo ac iennmi
Btudiis vigiliie assiduis que laboribus macre
Sagacitate, Perspici cacitate Agilitate
Ac Bolertia (si faa dicere)
Plus quam humana pene
3 Angeliea
Anime ferme totue
Omnigens Literatnra instrnctus
Theologia prestantior
Concionator velubilis enavis et snadus
Orator facundus
Moribus facilis candidus et jucundus
Vita egregie libernlis ac beneficus
Bapra vero omnia emicaerunt
Pietas ac Benevolentia
Hed ah! quania et guots Ingenii
Induatrise Pradentiz Patientie
Ceterarnmque omniom virtutem
Exemplaria
Marmoris Sepulchralin Anguatia Reticebit
Multam desideratus multum dilectus
Humani generis Delicize
0! infandum sui Desidarinm
Gemit Ecclesia plorat accademia
At Ceelom plaudit dam ille
Ingreditur
In Gaodium Domini Dalee leguentis
Enge boue et fidelis
Berve
Abi vistor tnam respice finem,
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THADDEUS BURR was born at Fairfield Ang. 22, 1735, a son of
Thaddeus, and grandson of Judge Peter Burr. His mother was
Abigail, daughter of Jonathan Sturges, Eeq., of Fairfield.

At the age of twenty he graduated at Yale College with the
degree of A. M., and soon after, for conspienons merit, the same -
honor was conferred on him by the College of New Jerzey.

March 22, 1759, he married a beantiful and accomplished lady,
Miss Ennice Dennie, daughter of James Dennie. Hsq., of Fairfield,
The wedding ceremony was performed by Rev. Nosh Hobart,
then pastor of the church at Fairfield, and wasz entered on both
the town and chureh records.

The first ten years of his married life were spent in scholarly
and social pursunics, and in the management of his large estates;
he first appeared in public life as Deputy for Fairfield at the Qct.
gession of the General Courf, in 1769. In 1771 he again appears
a2 Deputy. also Oct., 1775, Dec., 1773, May, 1776, Nov., 1776,
May, 1778, Oct.. 1778, and Jan.. 1779, He was Justice of the
Peace for Fairfield, May, 1777, 1778, 1782, and was High Sherift
of the County in 1779, ‘

He early esponsed the eause of the colonies against the King,
and in 1775 was a member of the town committee of war ; this we
learn from an interesting historieal incident whieh is worthy of
record.

The battle of Lexington commenced at five on the morning of
Wednesday, the 19th of April, 1775, At ten on the same morn-
ing, T'rail Bissell. an unlanrelled hero, was commizsioned, by the
authorities of the Colony, to ride and alarm the conntry quite fo
Connecticnt. Like Scott’s ¢ Malise,” he was the messenger of fear
and bate, althongh nnlike him. he bore not a fiery crose, bnt his
paper commission, stamped with the broad seal of the Colony. At
every principal village he stopped, while the town committee en-
dorsed his papere; and, before he Jeft, a dozen awift horsemen,
coursing north and south, carried the news fo the most secluded
hamiet, and sent hundveds of gallant yeomen hurrying ap to
Bunker Hill and Dorchester, eager to act well their part in the
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birth-hour of a nation. At four on the afrerncon of Thursday our
hero dached into Norwich, He rode inte New Lendon at seven
P. m. of the same day. He was in Lyme at one on the morning
of Fridav ; in Saybrook at four a. m.; Killingworth at zeven a. m.;
Hast Guilford uat eight 2. m.; Guilford at ten a. m.; Branford at
twelve m. He reached New Haven on the evening of Friday, and
Fairfield Saturday morning av eight, where Mr. Thaddens Burr
endorsed his papers asone of the town committee.  From Fairfield
the express continued on through Westport, Norwalk and Stam-
ford to New York ; from that city to Elizsabethtown, New Bruns-
wick, Princeton and Trenton, where it arrived at nine a m.
on the 24th of April, one hour less than five days from Lex-
ingzon.

Not the least pleasing incident of Mr. Burr’s honorable career,
was his intimate friendship with Gov. John Harpeock of Massa-
chusetts, This connection was formed in early life, and continned
till death, Hancock frequently visiting his friend at Fairfleld, and
Buwrr in return spending a part of the winfer at his friend’s hos-
pitable mansion in Boston. Habcock was married st Thuddens
Burr’s house in Fairfield. an affair that provoked no little disens-
sion among the soeisl guid nwnes of a later generation, bni which
can be easily explained.

For the few yeurs preceding the Revolusion, Miss Daily or
Dorothy Quincey, danghter of Bdmend Quincey, was u reigning
beile in Boston, and some time in the winter of 1775 becume en-
gaged to Mr. John Hancock.

At the time of the battle of Lexington, she was visiting g {riend
in that place, and witnessed the whole affair from her chamber
window, Hancock and other gentiemen of Boston were also pres-
ent, and on the former ordering her somewhat sharply to return
to Boston, she spiritedly refused, reminding him that she had not
come ander his control yet. But when troubles thickened, and
Boston became a leagnered town she came, chaperoned by an aunt,
her mother having been some time dead, to Fairfield, on a vigit fo
her father’s old friend Thaddens Burr. Here she saw Aaron Burr,
then a yvouth of twenty, and like most women whom he ever met,
became warmly interested in him.

In her letters she styles him a * handsome young man with a
pretty fortune,” and complains of the extreme canfion of her annt,
which never allowed them to spend a moment alone in each other’s
society. But in July Burr went off to the camp at Boston, and
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hed won lanrels at Quebec before news of the preity Dorothy’s
wedding reached him.

On his return from presiding over the Continental Congress at
Philadelphia in 1775, Hancock spent a few daya with his friend
Thaddeus Burr at Fairfield, and the marriage wag then consum-
mated,

The newspapers of the day noticed the aflair in a fomr-line
paragraph thug: )

¢ Bept., 1775, on the 28th ult. was married at the seat of Thad-
deus Burr, Hsq. by the Rev. Andrew Eliot, the Hon, John Han-
cock, Hsq. Prest. of the Continental Congress, to Miss Dorothy
Quincey, danghter of Bdmund Quincey Esq., of Boston.”

When Fairfield was menaced with an attack from the British
in 1799, Mrs, Thaddeus Burr, a lady of rare excellence and dignity
of character, remained bebind with the hope that her sex, and
position as a former acquaintance of Gov. Tryon. might avail to
protect the mansion house with its rich store of paintings, furni-
ture and the like, from pillage and burning, The seqnel is related
by Dr. Dwight in the third volame of hiz * Travels,”

¢ Mrs. Burr, the wife of Thaddeus Burr, Erq., High Sheriff of
the county, resolved to continae in the mansion hounse of the family,
and make an attempt to save it from the conflagration. The house
gtood at a sufficient distance from other buildings. Mrs. Burr
wag adorned with all the qualities which give distinction to her
sex : possessed of fine accomplishments, and & dignity of character
scarcely rivalled ; and probably had never known what it was to
be treated with disrespect, or even with inattention,

** Bhe made a personal application to Gov.Tryon in terms which,
from a lady of her high respectability, eonid hardly have failed of
a satisfactory answer from any person who claimed the title of a
gentleman.

¢ The answer which she actually received, however, was rude
and bratal, and spoke the want not only of politeness and human-
ity. but even of vulgar civility. The house was sentenced to the
flames and was speedily set on fire. An attempt was made in the
meantime. by some of the soldiery, to rob her of a valuable watch,
and rich furniture, for Gov. Trvon refused to protect her, as well
as to preserve the house. The watch had been already conveyed
out of their reach ; but the honse, filled with every thing whick con-
tributes either to comfort or elegance of living, was laid in ashes.”

Mr. Dwight was not quite right, however, in his statementa,

-
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for the Rev. Andrew Eliot, then pastor of the church ar Fairfield,
and an eye-wifness of the scene, 5ays, in & letter written to a friend
seven days after, ¢ that Gov. Tryon consented to spare his house
and Mr, Burr’s, but that they were burned by the British tear-
guard, consisting of a banditti, the vilest ever lei loose among
men.”

A few weeks after the burning, Gov. Hancock paid his old
friend a visit, and while they were surveying the rnins, he re-
marked to Mr. Burr that he must rebuild, and offered to furnish
the glass needed, provided he would build 2 house precisely like
his own in Boston—not an inconsiderable gift, as all who have seen
the Governor’s unique mansion, fronting on Boston Common,
must admit. My, Burr accepted the offer, und bailt a house the
exact counterpart of Mr, Hancock’s. The site of the mansion
burned in 1779 is now oconpied by the residence of W, Jones, Esq,

The friendship between them continned nntil the Governor’s
death in 1793, Gov. Hancock’s step-mother was, I believe,
a connection of Thaddeus Burr’s, at least she spent the last years
of her life with him, and died at bis house. Her tombstone may
still be seen in the Fairfield churchyard, and, as one learns from
the inscription thereon, was erected to her memory by Thaddeus
Burr, Eaq.

In January, 1788, Mr. Burr was a delegate (with Jonathan
Sturgis) from Fairfield, to the Siate Convention at Hartford,
called to ratify the new consticution of the United States, and
steadily voted to adopt that instrument.

An original portrait of Mr, Barr, and also of his wife, painted
by Copley, ir in the poseession of Mr. Jonathan 8. Barr, of
Brookiyn, a grand-nephew of Thaddeus Burr, to whom they were
left by the late Judge Warren, of Boston, in hiz will. The ae-
compunying portraits are copied from them.

Mr. Thaddens Burr died in Fairfield, Feb. 19, 1801, and was
buried in the old Fairficld burying ground. * see sppenaix b,



COL. AARON BURR. {[I123]

Ir wonld be impossible in a work of this kiud to ignore the
life and services of such a character ag Aaron Burr, even if thers
was any desive of doing so0; it would be equally impossible for
the compiler, having after careful study, reached cerfain conclu-
sions regarding him, to ignore them, and write in the strain of
calumny and reproach, which has obtained with most writers in
treating of this remarkable man—for remarkable he was beyond
cavii—remarkable in his ancestry, his achievements, hiz un-
exampled misfortunes, and unexsmpled fortitude., His was a
strong character thongh a faulty one—na character that commands
respect and admiration, while at the sama time one cannot avoid
noticing and commenting upon many defects. In this work the
compiler proposes to trest of him. with independence, without
undue bias. and certainly without prejudice, stating only what he
believes to be the trath in regard to his life and character.

The reader will please remember that his object has been to
prepare & careful, acenrate sketeh of his distinguished subject, for
preservation in a family memorizl, and that he disclaims any com-
petition in point of literary merit or finish, with the biogra-
phers that have preceded him ; and further, if any one feels im-
pelled to differ from the views berein advanced, he asks from them
fair and honorable treatment, deprecating the harsh invective and
coarse abuse that has hitherto assailed all who have dared express
& favorable epinion of Aaron Burr.

To gain the end desired, it will be necessary to treat of hie
earlier eareer with almoss the pitiless brevity of a compendium.
He was born in the parsonsge of the First Church, Newark, Feb.
6, 1756. Before the second vear of his life had passed, it was
clouded by the death of his father, mother, and grandparents, and
he was left to the hazardous experiment of being reared in an
uncle’s family, who, however conscientions, was, if is evident, no fit
custodian for such a genius,

‘This nnele was Timothy Edwards, the eldest son of Presidens
Edwards ; he resided at Elizabethtown, N. J., and at the age of
three the little Aaron became an inmate of hiz family., Left an
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smple patrimony, hic uncle made free use of it in his education,
and provided for him an excellent ftator, Mr. Tappan Beeve, who
some years later became hiz brother-in-law, and later still was
widely known as Chief Judge of the Supreme Conrt of Connecti-
cut, and founder of the Litchfield Law 8cheol. Bo precocious
was the boy, that at eleven he was ready for college, and applied
to the faculty of Princeton for admission, but was refused solely,
a8 he himself said, *“on account of his vears and inches.” He
contrived, however, to trinmph over the faculiy by entering the
gophomore class two years later, in 1769, and graduated with dis-
tinction in September, 1772,

The year that followed was spent partly at Princeton, among
his books, and partly at Elizabethtown in pursuit of those manly
sports which young men of fortane sometimes affect. During this
vear too, the subject of a profession was mueh in his thonghts, Hizg
friends and the Presbyterian world generally expected him to choose
the profession which his father and grandfather had so adorned.
Conseience, and the silent influence of the dead impelled himin the
same dirvection. On the other bhand, he had no doubt imbibed
much of the speculative French philosophy then so rife, and which,
while it questioned the truth of revelation, pointed to the attain-
ment of fame, and the indnlgence of passion as the chief means of
obtaining happiness. Ibn this state of indectsion, he became in the
fall of 1774, 2n inmate of Dr. Bellamy’s famous school at Bethle-
hem, Connecticut, This gentleman was the successor in theology
of President Edwards, and his reputation for learning and piety
attracted to his home go many candidates for tie ministry, that it
assumed quite the character of a theological seminary.

Here Burr fonght the great battle of Armageddon.

We cannot give the details of the conflict, or say how largely
the result was due to the absurd and repelling system of theology
then in vogue, but we know that the resnlt of hie studies was a
convietion, tonse his own words ¢‘ that the road te heaven was open
o all alike,” and that he resclved there to maintain henceforth
an imperterbable silence on religions matters, There is however
no evidence that he adopted extreme atheistic views.

In the fall of 1774, we find him 2 law student with Tappan
Reeve, now the proud husband of pretty Sallhe Burr. and principal
of u law school at Litehfield, Conn., which had already become fa-
mous. For a few months only Burr pored over his musty law-books,
then the gons of Lexington snmmoned him fo arms with thon-

6~
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sande of other gallant spirits, and buckling on his sword he set, off
withont delay to join the army at Boston.

It wasin July, 1775 that Burr and his friend Ogden —after-
ward Colonel,—joined the Contibental army, and it was in Angast
of the same year that after five weeks of inaction, he rose from a
gick bed to volunteer in Col. Benedict Arnold’s expedition then pre-
paring for its famous march throngh the wilderness of Maine to
strike Quebec and Canada. He armed and equipped a compauny
at bis own expense, and taking commaad, with the rank of Captain,
marched them to Newburyport, Ma.se » Whers the litile army wasto
rendezvons.

On Tuesday the 19th of September, at ten in the morning, the
expedition 1,100 strong embarked and stood away for the mouth of
the Kennebec, which they reached on the 23d. From that point
i'.hev were to follow the Kennebee to Dead River, np that stream to
its source near Bald Mountain, then over a portage of a few miles
to Lake Megantic the source of the Chaundiere, which would lead
them to the St Lawrence and Quebec, This journey was to be
performed through an unbroken wilderness 600 miles in extent.
On the 4th of Qctober the army took leave of houses and settle-
ments, and plunged into thiswilderness ; 27 days after, on the 31st
of October, they reached the settlemenis on the Chaudiere River.
These were days of the severest privations; thirty times or more
the boats were unleaded and borne across portages, miles in length,
or hauled by main strengfh aronnd rapids and falls, Onee a snd-,
den flood destroyed half the boats and provisions, and starvation
threatened the troops. For days they lived npon dogs and reptiles,
they even ate the leather of their shoes and eartridge-hoxes, and
every thing that could afford nourishment. Many sickened, others
deserted and when at last they approached the settlements it was
fonnd that sickness, death and desertion, had reduced their num
bers to barely 800 effective men.

Through it all our yonng soldier displayed the courage and en-
durance of a veteran. He animsated the men with his spnghth-
nesz and wit, or he led hunting parties in quest of game; orin
the van of his division steered the foremost boat in its descent of
the turbulent river ; in all posicions he proved himself a worthy
member of the gallant six hundred who marched with Arnold
throagh the wilderness, and came out strong in Iife and limb, bes.
fore Quebec.

As the force approsched the latter place s mesrenger was
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needed to communicate with Montgomery, then at Montreal. 120
miles distant. No one voluntesred for this perilous enterprise
nntil at last **little Burr ™ stepped ont. Arnold, running his eye
over the stripling, demurred to sending such a youth, but Burr
persisted, and at length the commission was given hine.

Fertile of expedient, he had already devised a plan for execnt-
ing his miszion. Knowing that the religious ehiefs of the country
were opposed to British rule, he donned the garb of a yonung priest,
and somgbt an interview with the chief of a religions house near
by. and to him, after a few preliminaries, frankly unfolded hig
plau ; this, the worthy prelate, after his astonishment bad passed,
heartily seconded, and Burr was passed quickly and safelv from
one religions house to another, in the disguise of a priest, nntil he
reached Monigomery, who was so delighted with his address and
- gallantry that he made him his aid-de.camp on the spot, with the
rank of captain.

Twenty-four hours after, Montgomery. with hiz 300 available
men, was on the march to join Arnold av Quebec. They arrived
there December 1, 1775, The succeeding thirty days history has
made immorial,

There was, first,.the comncil of war which decided on the as-
sault, and which gave to Burr the command of a forlorn hope of
forty men, whom he was to seleet and drill in the use of scaling
lsdders, ropes, grapnels, and all the paraphernalia of the assault.
After the conncil came the long waiting for the midnight storm,
which barst upon them at last on the 31lst of December, At five
in the morning the order to assanlt was given, the air then being
go thick with snow that every thing was hidden : 900 men an-
gwerad to the roll call. These were divided into four parties, two
for the atiack snd two to distract the enemy’s attention by feints
at variouz points.

Arnold led one of the attacking parties and Montgomery the
other, Side by side with his general that morning marched
Captain Burr;beside them were two other aids, a sergeant and the
French gunide, these six constitating the group in advance. The
column swept swiftly and silently along the St. Lawrence toward
the defences under Cape Dizmond, and in & few moments strock
the first of these—a line of pickets firmly fastened in the gromnd.
These were wrenchad away in an instant, and the column rashed
an to = second line. Here it was discovered by the British guard,’
who fired an ineffectual volley and fled in dismay to a block-houge
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a few yards in the rear. This latter was quite a fortress, built of
ponderous logs, loop-holed gbove for musketry, and pierced below
for two twelve-pounders, which, charged with grape and capister,
commauanded the gorge np which the party was now advancing.
The garrison, wild with fear, fled precipitately without firing a shot.
Thus the gate to the city was thrown wide open, but the besiegers
failed to appear in the breach ; they were some yards below, strug-
gling with the huge blocks of ice which a winter floed in the 8t.
Lawrence had left in their path.

At this eritical juncture one of the fugitives ventured back to
the block-house ; peeping through one of the port-holes, he saw the
attacking column a few yards off and turned to fly again, but as
he did so, fouched o maich t6 one of those lvaded cannon. That
simple act saved Quebec. Montgomery, the two aids, the sergeant,
every man that marched in front of the column, except Burr and
the ﬂ'mde, were stricken down by the discharge, and in a moment
the fortunes of the day were changed, and the victory which
geemed in the grasp of the provincials was turned into defeat.
¢ At this critical mowment,” says Mr. Parton, ‘* Burr was as cool, as
determined, as eager to go forward as at the most exultant mement
of the advance.”

*“ When dismay and eonsternation universally prevailed,” testi-
fied Capt. Platt, an eye-witness of the scene, ‘ Burr animated the
sroops and made many efforts to lead themn on, and stimulated
them to enter the lower town.” Buot the enemy reappeared in
foree at the block-house and the commanding officer ordered & re-
treat, by this act giving Capt. Burr an opportunity te perform: an
action that redeems humanity and proved him the impuizsive, gen-
erous being that his friends knew him to have been. As the deed
itself has been called in question, I give an account of it in the
words of the Rev. Bamuel Spring, Chaplain in Arnold’s expedition,
and who wag present at the assanlt. After deseribing the attack
he sayz : It wae a heuvy snow storm, Mentgomery had fallen, the
British troops were advancing towards the dead bedy, and hiffle
Burr was hastening from the fire of the enemy, up to his knees in
snow, with Montgomery’s body on his shoulders.” Some forty
vards he staggered on under his berden, and was then obliged to
drop it to avoid capture by the enemy. * Sce Appendix D.

Thirty years later his friends were fond of detailing this inci-
dent in the face of the clamor that arose against Aaron Burr the
traitor.
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Captain Burr remained with the command nntil May,—a part
of the time performing the duties of brigade major—und then re-
signed and set out for New York, via. Albuny.

He arrived in New York safely aud served for a time as Wash-
ington’s aid, hut not liking the clerical dauties which the position
imposed, he was goon after transferred, at the instance of Governor
Hancock. to the staff of Gen. Putnam, then busily engaged in
fortifying the eity against the British force in the harbor. Put-
nam gave him work to do, the stirring active work of the soldier,
and with him he was perfectly contented.

A few days after, occurred the disastrous battles of Long
Island, and the famous retreat of the Amerieans from Manhattan.

In this retreat Capt. Burr wue the hero of un action which
won him almost universal applanse. He had been scouting in the
lower part of the islind. and was fiying in full gallop hefore the
enemy, whon he eame upon an Ameriean brigade, sheltered in s
mud fort, which stood on or about the present line of Grand Street.
f¢ What sre vour doing here ?” Burr demanded. Gen. Knox the
commander explained that he had been left behind by mistuke,
and deeming himself surrounded, he had determined to held the
fort. Burr ridiculed the idea, and addressing the men, told them
if they remained there they wonld surely be in the Brisish prizon
ships before morning, He then led them by blind and cirenitons
pathsto the Hudson. and safely rejoined the main army, with the
loss of but a few stragglers, 'These men ever after fegarded him
a8 their deliverer from British prizon ships, and the whole army
rang with his praises, yet his nume was not even mentioned in the
dispatches of the commander-in-chief. Tn 1777, Captain Burr was
promoted to the rank of Lieut. Colonel. His superior officer, Col.
Malcelm, was a New York merchant of no military ability, and the
actual command of the regiment devolved npon Burr. This re-
gpongibility he cheerfully assumed, and in a few months brought
hiz men—all raw levies—into the most perfect state of discipline.

Throogh the full of this year his regiment was detuiled for
scouting dotv in New Jersey. then the debatable gronnd between
the two armies.

Here he first met Mrs. Prevost, the widow of a British officer,
then residing at Paramus, and who afterward became his wife.

In November he joined the main army for the winter eanten-
ment at Valley Forge, and through the winter was in command
of a very responsible post called * the Gmlf,” some ten miles dis-
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tant Irom the main body, and which would be the point. first af-
tacked, should the enemy make a descent on the camp. He owed
this uppointment it is said, to Gen. MoDougall, who had been his
superior officer at the battle of Long Island. He next saw active
gervice ut the famons battle of Monmouth, June 28, and 30, 1778.
Here he commanded a brigade in Lord Sterling’s division and fully
sustained shat veputation for address and gallantry which he had
before earned. After the battle, almost worn out with fatigue and
exposure, he was sent to, New York with orders to watch the epe-
my’s movements in that quarter and report, which task he per-
formed with the ntmost spirit and success. Returmed from this
duty, he was ordered 1o march at once with hiz regiment to Wesé
Point ; the regiment, however. went forward withonut him, he being
detailed on the eve of departure, for the delicate service of con-
ducting several influentisl tories within the British lines. A few
weeks later he reported at West Pgint, but finding himself com-
pletely broken in health, he wrote to Washington, asking leave of
abeence without pay, until the next campaign, and urging as a
reason his utter unfitness for military duty. Washington granted
him leave of absence but continned his pay. This, however, Burr
ntterly refused to accept, and the matter was compromised by his
being placed in command of West Point. where he remained uuntil
his health was ib & measnre regained. He was now twenty-three
Years of age,

_ Abont the 1st of January, 1779, Col. Burr received his last and
mogt important command, being placed in charge of the Weat-
chegeer “.lines,” extending from the Hudson to the Sound. a dis-
tance of 14 miles, traversing a section the most lawless and turbu-
lent in the ecountry, sud which former commenders had utterly
failed to control ; here Whigs plundered Tories, and Tories harried
Whigs with the utmost impartiality, and both parties combined to
plunder the peaceful Quakers, who formed by far the largest por-
tion of the population. To check these marauders. Burr pro.
claimed martial law, and proceeded to punmish all offenders with
the utmost rigor. His energy was antiring, and his vigilance
argus-eyed, .,

To protect his posis, he preseribed for himself and hie subor-
dinates a course of the extremest vigilance, and visited with the
severest penalties any departure from it. Next he prepared a list
of the inhabifants of his district, and divided them into their
several classes, such as Whigs, Tories, half whigs, spies and others ;
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and further prepsred an accurate map of the country, showing the
roads, creeks, swamps, woods and ofher avenues of escape for par-
ties flying from parsuit. To these safeguards, he added a perfect
system of scouts and espionage, aud 8o managed ail, that order and
quiet was restored to the whole region eovered by his force.

If, during this winter he showed himself gallant in war, he
also proved himeself nolaggard in love, for twice during the period,
he contrived fo visit Mrs. Prevost, at Paramus, thirty miles dis-
tant, on both occasions at night, ind with such secrecy that his
absence from camp was not suspected.

But the labors of this command proved to be too exhanstive
a drain on a once splendid, but now enfeebled constitution, and
on the 10th of March, 1779, he was forced to send in hiz com-
mission to Gen. Washington, stating the cireumstances of his
case, and asking a discharge ; in reply, Washingion wrote a letter
sccepting his resignation, and regretting ¢ not only the loss of a
good officer, but the cuuses which made it necessary.”

Thus, after four yeara of active military iife, Col. Burr became
again » private citizen.

Eighteen monshs were spent in recruiting his shattered heaith,
then he resnmed the legal studies which fonr years before he had
laid down at the call of his connéry. His first tutor was Judge
Patterson, of New Jersey ; but not satisfied with his progress under
him he removed, in the spring of 1781, to Haverstraw, N. Y.. and
took up his abode with Mr. Thotnas Smith, a lawyer of note, for-
merly of New York, but now thrown out of business by the Brit-
ish occupation of that city. Here Borr pursoed his studies with
the ntmost dispatch. living sbstemicnsly. and poring over his books
twenty hours out of the twenty-four.

There were several reasons for this intenze application. His
gplendid patrimony wus all gone, spent largely with that inconsid-
erate generosity which was his bane, to feed, clothe, and arm the
destitute soldiers of his coramand, and his purse needed replenish-
ing. Again the snccess of the American canse, then well assured,
. would give fo the Whig lawvers all the bueiness snd emolumenis
of the profession. Lastly. he contemplated marriage, and ouly a
lagrative practice stood in the way of home comforts and domestic
happiness. After reading law twelve months this man of wonderful
#ifts thought himself competent to practice, and applied for admis-
gion to the bar ; hut to his dismay he was confronted with a rnle of
the court which required candidates vo spend at least three vears in
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thie study of the law ; he conld boast of but one, nor eould he find &
lawyer disinterested encugh to move a snspension of the rule. He
therefore appeured in court and himeelf offered and argued the mo-
tion, reminding the coart that but for his services in the field he
would long hefore have completed his atudies, and that in his case at
least there were grave rezsons for the suspension of the rnle. The
judge, after hearing hiz plea, decided shat the rule might in his
case be dispensed with, provided he could show that he possessed
the requigite qualificavions, and a most ¥igorons examination hav-
ing proved his fitness, he was licensed an Attorney on the 18th of
January, 1782.

The young lawyver at once took an office in Albany aud began
the practice of the law, and was so successfnl that in three months
he thought it prodent to marry.

The wedding accordingly took place July 2, 1732, in the Dutch
Reformed Church at Pavamus, the Rev. David Bogart, pastor
of the chureh, performing the ceremony. This marriage certainly
gives no color to the popular belief that Col. Burr was a eold,
gelfish. unprincipled schemer. with an eye always open to the main
chance. He wuas voung, hapdsome, well born, a rising man in his
profession, and might no donbt have formed an alliance with any
one of the wealthy and powerful families that lent lustre to the
anpals of their State. This would have been the course of a poli-
tician. But Burr, disdaining these advantages. married a lady
without wealth, position, or besuty, and at least ten vears his senior,
simply because he loved her. and he loved her, it is well to note,
becanse she had the traest heart, the ripesc intellecr, and the most
winning and graceful manners of any woman he had ever met.

It was a favorite remark of his, in later yvears, that if he was
more eagy and graceful in manner than other men it was from the
uncouscions influence of ber spirit and graces upon him.

I think it should be mentioned here—becauce the opposite has
been stated—tbar the marriage was eonducive of great happiness
to both, and that Col, Burr was to the end the most faithful and de-
voted of huebands. The young couple at once begun honsekeep.
ing in a pleasant mansion in the city of Albany. and there they
continned to reside, {receiving in the first vear of their marriage a
lovely danghter, Theodosia, to their home.) until, in the fall of
1784 Burr'z increasing law businese in New York necessitated hia
removal to that city. In New York he took a front rank among
the leaders of the bar, and his reputation overwhelmed him
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with business; by many he was regarded as superior even te
Hamilton.

He was the most successful lawyer that ever plead, and it 18 said
never lost a case in which be was alone engaged. Yet the general
verdict is that he was not & great lawyer. Perhaps not. He cer-
tainly never affected greatness. A soldier by naiure and profession,
he regarded the end from the beginning and carried his soldierly
tacties into the courts ; he always used the means best ealeulated
to guin his ends. If learnjng and eloquence were necessary, he
could be both learned and eloquent. If appeal, argument, sarcasm,
invective promised to be more effective, he nsed them, or he would
win by showing the weak points of his adversary’s ease rather than
the strong points of his own.

He wae careful to go into action thoroughly fnrnished ; his
weapons were always at command, and his armor without flaw ;
like most lawvers, he at times skirmished pretiy close to the cita-
del of truth, but it can not be proved that he ever resorted to
dishonorable means to gain an end, while it muet be eaid in his
praise, that he was keenly alive to the interests of his clients, and
was never known to betray a professional trust

Hia legal practice covered a period of nearly sixty vears—
one of the longest on record, and many of his cuses and opinions,
notably the Medcef Eden ease, and the opinion on the centested
¢lection in New York, in 1792, attracted national attention.

Ouve thing which I have observed in regard to Col. Burr, is,
that ae a lawyer he is held by the New York bar in the greatest
xespect, and his inflnence for good, both in shaping laws and pro-
moting justice, is freelv admitted,

_ His first appearance in polities was in 1784, when he was elect-
ed to a.seatin the New York Assembly. He filled the same po-
sition in 1785, In 19389. Gov, Ciinton appointed him Attorney
Ganeral of New York. Io March, 1790, the legislature named
him one of the three commissioners, to decide and classify the
claimg of individuals who had rendered services, or snstained
losses in the Revolutionary War,

The wext vear he was placed on a commission with the Gov- -
ernor, Secretary, Treasnrer and Anditor, te sell the waste 2nd un-
claimed lands of the State, the procecds to be applied te liquidating:
its war debt and claims, The ability with which he performed
the duties oi these positions, was the main canse of his subses
quent marvelons politieal advancemgnt\.
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In January, 1791, two years after his entrance upon publie
life, he was elected to represent the State of New York
in the National Senate, and on the 24th of Qctober—the
firsb day of the session—he took hie seat as a member of
that body. The day after, he received a very flattering recognition,
being appointed chairman of the committee to draft the senate’s
reply to the President’s annual address.

Of Col. Burr’s course in the sensgte, we have only the most
mesgre details, That body, patterned.after the English House of
Lorde—then sat with elosed doors, and little more than the record
of votes was given to the public. We know, however, that he served
the full term of six years, that he scted generally with the Repab-
lican party, that be was the acknowledged: leader and champion of
that side of the House, that he advocsted smeng other important
measures, an open session of the senate, lower rates of W
substantial aid to the French people in their struggle for Hberty!
and the gradual abolition of slaverv. He also gained a greatrepu:
tation as an orator, although no utterance of his now exists. '“i&
great speech delivered by Col: Burr against the ratification of Jay’s
treaty with Great Britain, in 1795, iz mentioned:by the newspapers
of that day, but no report of it is given.

As the election, in April, 1792, of u Governor for the State
of New York drew near, Col. Burr was frequently mentionsfl as
a candidate, but Hamilton's adverse influence prevented hig
nomination.

In 1791, Gov. Clinton nominated hitn to the beneh of the Sp:
preme Court of his State, but he declined the henor, prefemng
his seat in the Senate.

In November, 1792, the young nation was to elect for the’ sec-
ond time a President and Vice President.

‘Washington, it was well known, would fill the first office ; as to
the incumbent of the second, some uncertainty existed. Johx
Adams was the candidate of the Federal party ; in the Republican,
the choice lay between George Clinton and Mr. Burr, but Mr.
Burr’s claime were in the end set aside, and Mr. Olinton was
nominated. .

In the sueceeding presidential election. however, our hero came
more prominently before the country, as s candidate for these
high offiees. In that canvass, John Adama received ¥1 votes,
Thomaz Jefferson 68, Thomsas Pinckney 59,-and Aaron Borr 306,
About this time, and while hgwas in the Benate, he sustained an
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irreparable loes in the death of his wife, from cancer, after a long
and painful illness,

How much Col. Burr’s subsequent misfortnnes were doe to
the loss of ihis estimable lady, can not be deiermined, but it is
certain that, had she lived, his career would have had a very dif-
ferent ending. She died in the spring of 1794. On the 4fh of
March, 1797, Col. Burr's term in the Senate expired, and he was
succeeded by Gen. Philip Schuyler, the Federal party being then
in the ascendant in New York,

Brrr retorned to his law business in the metropolis, without
however losing his hold on national politics. On the contrary he
had formed the design of destroying at a blow Federal supremacy
in the United States. For two years he worked in silence, then
in April, 1800, the time came for him to show his hand.

The fourth presidentisl election was but six months distant,
and the rival pariies were already in the field. They were two—
the Federal, a party of old renown. strong in the pressige of vie-
tory, conservative. arrogant, English in everything but in name,
and clinging tenaciously io class privileges and class domination.

Its great rival, the Republican party, was liberal and progres-
give in the extreme. It was the popuisr partv, par excellence, and
a8 much French as the other was English. It advoeazed an open
senats, a free press, free speech, free schools, and free religion.
Tis leading principle wag that eo pithily expressed by Mr. Seward,
“the emancipation of the masses from the domination of elasses.”

. - OFf this pariy Thomas Jefferson was the nominal leader, the
historical fignre-head, but ita real émperafor was Aaron Bnrr, the
man who, in the conflict which we are now to consider. tanght it
how to win. In those davs the legislature of each Stute east the
vote of its State for President. It early became apparent that
New York would decide the presidential contest. It was also ap-
parent, that if the Republicans conld secure the New York legis-
lature, (to be chosen in April, 1800,) the natioral issus was al-
ready decided, and to attain this object Burr bad planned and
toiled during the two previous years, and now redombled hig ex-
ertions.

It was a mistake of Hamilton’s that made his great rival’s iri-
umph possible. That chieftain strong in Federal supremacy. gath-
ared his friends together & few weeks before the election, and made
out a list of his candidates from the city for assemblymen. They
were all his personal friends and men of but little weight in the



92 FAIRFIELD BRANGH.

community. Burr, when the slate was brought to him, perceived
st once his adversary’s great mistake, and proceeded to profit hy it
He immediately sat down and prepared his list of candidates. As
its head he placed George Clinton, so long Governor of the State.
Then came Gen. Gates, Brockholst Livingston, and other names
of nasional reputation. The next and more diffieult step was to
persuade these gentlemen to allow their names io be nsed, but by
bringing his matchless powers of persuagion to bear, he succeeded
in this also. Then a public meeting was held and the ticket rati-
fied with immense enthusiasm.

Simuitaneonsly Burr began organizing hiz army for the cam-
paign. The stricteat discipline was ordered and enforced. “ Every
member was obliged to submit to the wili of the majority,” and
*‘that majority was made to move at the beck of committees,
which coucentrated the power in the hands of a few individuals.”
Ward and general meetings were held almost daily. Complete
lists of the voterzs were made out with the politieal history and
affiliations of each ; pamphiets and political spesches were dissem-
inated, and no means left untried that might lead to success
The polls opened April 20th, and closed May 2d, at sunset, and
before the city bad sunk to vest, it was known that the Republican
cauee had won in thecity by a majority of 490 votes. This decided
the slection throughout the State.

Hamilton seems to have been nearly frantic over his defeat, or
he never wonld have adopted the mean expedient which he did, to
wreet from his opponents the fruits of their herd won victory.
He av once called a cancus of his party. and with ite concurrence,
wrote to Governor Jay, urging him to call sn extra session of
the old legislzture, which was still in existence, that it might take
the power of choosing presidential electors from the legislature
and give it to the people, thug leaving the whole case to be de-
cided again by the ballot. This letrer was gent, and the next day
a complete exposé of the whole plan, with aun aceonnt of the cau-
cug, and the contents of the lefter were published in the Repnb-
lican jomrnals, to the no =small astonishment of the **cancus,”
which had concocted it. Governor Jay, however, refuged to sane-
tion uny such proceedings, and the scheme proved futile.

A few days after the New York election, a Republican cancus
st Philadelphia nominated Thomas Jefferson for President, and
Aaron Barr for Viee President of the United States.

The election which followed in November, resulted in the well
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known tie * Jeflerson having 73 votes, Burr 73, Adams 65, Pinek-
ney G4, and made a choice by the Honse of Representatives neces-
sary. Then ensued & contest such as was never known before in
the comparatively peaceful history of parties.

The politicians were painfully active, and the country fairly
ablaze with excitement. I'he main inberest centered of course on
the rival chiefs, who remained at their posts, Jefferson at Wash-
ington, and Burr at Albany, quietly performing hiz daties as As-
semblyman.

‘“Had Aaron Burr not aroused prejudice by marrving a Brit-
ich wife, he wounld have been elected President by z large major-
ity,” was the remark of a prominent State official, to the writer,
Perhaps so: -smailer things have ere this changed the popular
vote and the gentleman spoke with authority, his father having
been the fellow aid de camp, and intimate friend of Col. Burr,

Bunt whether thia be true or not, i is certain that at any time
between the declaration of the vote and the House’s deeizion
thereon, the merest whisper on his part, the lifiing of a finger
even, would have placed him in the seat of Washington aud of
Adams. The Federal party was almost n unit in his support.
Alike from his antecedents and his political record, they argued
that hig ascendency wonld be less detrimental to Federslism and
the publie good, than that of Jefferson. In a file of the *“ Con-
nectient Courant,” for 1801, published at Hartford, and the organ
of the Federal partv in New Eogland, T find a long article on
this ‘¢ crisis,” which forcibly and even vehemently wrges Burr's
elaims,  Col. Buarr,” remarks the writer, *“is a man of the firs:
taients, and the most virtnous intentions.™ ¢ A man who resolves
while others deliberate, and who execntes while others resolve.”
In the same article the writer speaks of Jefforson in terms much less
complimentary. Bnt Connecticut always was partial to Barr;
she had not forgotten the services of his fathers. Cabot of Massa-
chngsetts, Carroll of Carraitton, Secretary Wolcot of Counecticnt,
and many others openly expreszed their preference.

He had a sirong following oo in his own party. Gov. Clinton
favored him. His friends in New York, Swartwout, Van Ness,
and others repeatedly begged permission to work for his interests.
But Burr, in the first moments of the contest, seems to have de-
gided to act according to the dictates of honor and probity.

* At that time the candidate who received the greatest number of voies was declarcd
President.
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88,000 ; bat he was beaten. 'This was his last appearance iz polix
ties, one'more tilé and he qnitted she political field forever,

This event was his taking formal leave of the Senate, which
oceurred March 2. 1804. It is deseribed as one of the most inter-
esting and affecting ever witnessed. The Senate had not then
opened itz doors to the public, and our only account of.the scene
is that derived from a report in the Washingfon Federalisi, “‘ob-
tained from the relation of several Senators as well Federal as Re-
publican.” The report opens with a summary of the speech, which
wos, it sayg, *° the most sublime, dignified and impressive ever ut-
tered.” Its concluding sentiments only we have room to present :

¢ But I now challenge your attention to considerations more
momentous than any which regard merely your personal honor and
character—the preservation of law, of liberty, and the constitu-
tion. This House, I need not remind you, ie a sanctuary; a cita-
del of law, of order, and of liberty ; and it is here—it ig here, in
this exalted refuge—here, if anywhere, will resistance be made to
the storms of political frenzy, and the silent aris of corruption;
and if the consfitution be destined ever to perish by the saerile-
gious hands of the demagogue, or the usurper, which God avert,
its expiring agonies will be witnessed on this floor. I must now bid
you farewell. It is probably a finzl separation, a dissolution, per-
haps forever, of those associations, which I hope have heen mutu-.
ally satisfactory. I would console myself, and you, however, with
the reflection, that thongh we be separated, we shall’ still be en-
gaged in the common eause of disseminating principles of freedom
and social order. I shall always regard the proeeedings of this
body with interest and solicitude, T shall feel for its honor and for
the national honor so intimately conneoted with if, and now take
my leave of you with expressions of personal respeot, and with
prayers and good wishes.”

¢ At the conclusion of thie speech,” proceeds the re port ““ the
whole Senate were in tears, and so nnmanned that it 'was half an
hour before they could recover themeselves sufliciently to coms o
order and choose a Vice President pre fem.

¢ At the President’sz on Monday, two of the Senators were relat-
ing these circumstances to a circle which had colleeted round
them. One said he wished that the tradition might be preserved,
a8 one of the most extraordinary events he had ever witnessed.
Another Senator, being asked, on the day following that on which
Mr. Burr took hig leave, how long he was speaking, after a mo-
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ment’s panse, said he could formn no idea : it might have been an
honr and it might have been but & moment ; when he came tohis
genses, he seemed to have awakened as from a kind of trance. As
soon ag the Senate could compose themselves aufliciently to appoint
a President pro fem., they came to the following resolution.

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of the Senate be pre-
senfed to Aaron Burr, in festimony of the impartiality, dignity,
and ability with which he has presided over their deliberations,
and of their entire approbation of his conduct in the discharge of
the arduons and important duties assigned him as President of the
Senate.

Thus passed this “ well graced actor ” from the political acene.
He was a free man once more. What will he do next? What
new project will his busy brain snd hand carve ont ? were questions
which every tongue in the country was now anxionely asking.

But before passing to the later events of hie career, we muat
pause to notice an event which had occarred a few months before,
and which exerted a powerful influence on his snbsequent fortunes,
This event was the duel with Hamilton,

Public opinion, the judgment of apparent facts, iz sometimes
&orrect, often unjust, but none the less necessary. Whether or not
the public opinion which held Burr so strictly accountable for the
death of Hamilton was just or unjnst, a careful consideration of
the facts anterior to, as well as those connected with the dmel, in
the calm unbiased apirit that time has male possible, will do much
to determine.

It would not be strange if we shounld find, that, in his case, the
popular judgment was both harsh and unjnst, that he was as
gverse to the duel as Hamilton himeelf, that he used every (except
dishonorgble) means to avoid it, and that he only fonght when
absolntely forced to if, by the course of hiz rival and the cruel
dictum of society ; and we may forther agree and conclude, that
he was the real vietim of that tragedy, and ot the brilliant genins
who fell beneath his fire.

Bat for the faets. And first as to the provoeation. Without
pansing to notice the unsoldierly conduct ef Hamilton toward
Burr, while both were in the army, we will pass at once to the pe-
riod when they came- prominently into view as eandidates for the
highest honors of the State,

In the presidential canvase of 1792, Hamilton’s almest insane

¥
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jealonay led him to write thus of the man against whose fair fame
hardly a breath of suspicion had been raised : ““I fear the other
gentleman (Buarr) s unprincipled both as a public and privaie man.

. In fauct I take it ke is for or against anything, as it
snjts his interest or ambition. He is determined, as I conceive, fo
make his way to the head of the popular party and fo climb per fas
aut nefas to the highest honors of the State, and as much higher as
circumstances may permit. Embarrassed, as I understand, in his
circumstances, with an extravagant family, bold, enterprising and
intriguing, I am mistaken if it be not his object fo play fhe game
of conspiracy, and I feel it fo be a religious duty {v oppose his ca-
reer.” Sept. 26, he wrote again to another friend, Rufne King:
“ Mr. Burr's infegrity as an individual, is not unimpeached, and
24 a public man, he is one of the worst sorf. . . . in a word,
if we have an embryo Cesar in the United Stafes, it is Burr.”
These words were not the confidential utterances of ome friend to
another, they were written for effect, for in a few days King writes
back, that *“ Care has been taken to put our friends at the east-
ward on their guard.”

In 1794, Col. Burr wag nominated by his perty as Minister to
France, hut Washington refused to ratify the nomination. It
wag,” he said, *“the rule of his public life, to nominate no one for
public office of whose integrity be was not insured.” But when
had Burr’s integrity been questioned, except by political rivale ? or
when had he ever betrayed a trust, public or private ? The in.
stance cannot be found, and Washington’s distrust at thia time,
may readily be traced to the potent inflmence of Hamilton, then
the confidential man of his administration,

Again in 1798, when French insolence had provoked the young
repoblic to warlike measures, and an army had been voted, and
new general officers appointed, it was Hamilton again that blighied
Burr’s honest military ambitions. Stnrdy John Adams pives the
details in a letter written in 1815, and published in the tenth vol-
ume of hig works. I have never known,” he writes, “‘the pre-
jodice in favor of birth, parentage and descent, more conspicuous
than in the instance of Col. Burr. That gentleman was connected
by blood with many respectable families in New Eugland.

He had served in the army, and came out of it with the character
of a knight without fear, and an able officer. He had afterward
studied and practiced law with application and success, Buoyed
up on those religions partialities, and this military and juridical
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reputation, it is no wonder that Governor Clinton and Chaneellor
Livingston shonld take notice of him. They made him Attorney
@Qeneral, and the iegislature sent him to Congress, where, I believe,
he served six years. At the next election, he was, however, left
ont, and being &t that time somewhat embarrassed in civcumstan-
ces, and reluctant to return to the bar, he wounld have rejoieed in
an appeintment in the army.

“In this gituation I proposed to Washington, and through him
to the trinmvirate® to nominate Col. Barr for a brigadier-general.
Washington’s answer to me was, *By all that I have known and
beard, Col. Burr is a brave and able officer ; but the question is
whether he has not equal talents at intrigue.” How shall [ de-
scribe to you my sensations and reflections at that moment. He
had compelied me to promote over the heads of Lincoln, Clinton,
Gates, Knox, and others, and even over Pinckney, one of his own
trinmvirates (Hamilton) the most restless, impatient, artful, inde-
fatigable, and unprincipled infriguer in the United Btates, if not
in the world, to be second in command nnder himself, and now
dreaded an intrigner in a poor brigadier. He did bowever pro-
pose i, at least to Hamilton. But I was not permitted to nomi-
nate Burr. If Thad been, what would have been the consequences ?
Sball T say that Hamilton would have been now alive, and Hamil-
ton and Barr now at the head of our affairs. What then ? If I
had nominated Burr withont the consent of the trimmrvirate, a
negative in the Senate was certain,” This letter is interesting aa
giving Adams’ estimate of the two men ; il also shows Hamilton's
marvelous facility for inoculating every one he met with his own
disense of Burrophobia.

In 1800, when there was a possibility of Burr becoming Presi-
dent, Hamiiton renewed more openly and bitterly his attacks.
Dec. 17, 1800, he wrote a letter to Mr. Woleott of Oonnectient,
in which he says, ““ Letit not be imagined that Mr. Borr can be won
to Federal views ; it is & vain kope . . . to accomplich his end, he
muet lean uwpon unprineipled men, and will continne to adhere to
the myrmidons who have hitherto surronnded him. To these he
will ne doubt add able rognes of the Federal party but he will em-
ploy the rogues of all parties to overrale the good men of all par-
ties, and to prosecute projects which wise men of every deserip-
tion will disapprove. These things are to be inferred with moral

* Washington, Hamilton, and Pinckney.
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certainty from the character of the man, Kvervastep in his carcer
proves that be has formed himself upon the model of Catiline,
ahd that he iz t0o cold-blooded and too determined & conspirator
ever to change his plan. Alas, when will men consult their rea-
gon rather than their passion ?  Whatever they may imagine, the
desire of mortifying the adverse party, must be the chief spring
of the disposition to prefer Mr. Burr . . . .Adiex fo the
Federal Troy, if they once introduce this Grecian horse into theiy
citadel.”

The Augnst before, he had written to Senator Bayard of Dela-
ware : “‘Thers seems to be too much probability that Jefferson
or Burr will be President. The latter is intrigning with all his
might in New Jersey, Rbhode Island, and Vermont. He connts
positively. on the universal support of the anti-Federalists, and
that by some advensitious aid from other quarters he will over-
top his friend Jefferson. Admitting the first point, the conclusion
may be realized, and, if it is so, Burr will certainly attempt to re-
form the Government ¢ ie Buonaparte. He is as unprincipled and
dangerous ¢ man as any country con boast—as true a Caliline as
ever met in midnight conclave.”

These letters read like the ravings of a monomaniac ; they are
but samples of many, sown broadcast over the country for the sole
purpose, as we must conclude, of blighting the prospeets and repur
tation of Aaron Barr. With his tongne Hamilton was even more
busy and venomous. What its effect wne on the community—
coming from s0 eminent a source—may be imagined. All thig
time the victim was ignorant and even unemspicions of his rival’s
conduct ; the two men were apparently’ on terms of friendship;
they met in professional consnltations, and dined at one another’s
tables. It wasin 1802, I believe, that Col. Burr firat hesrd.of
Hamiiton’s manner of conducting political campaigne, and. he st
once sought & pereonal inferview and demanded an explanation.
This Hamilton gave, and admitted that in the heat of.a political-
canvass he had spoken hastily of Col. Burr, and in terms not usnal
with pgentlemen, and promised to be more careful in future, But
in the succeeding campaign of 1804, partisan rivalry was most
intense, and Hamilton’s ungnarded expressions more violent and
bitter than ever before ; so mnch so that Cheetham, editor of the
American Citizen, the organ of the Clintonian Republicans, paraded-
in the colummns of his newspaper the query, Is the Vice-President
sunk so low as to submit to be insnlied by General Hamilton ¢
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while at the same time the thousand gossipy tongues of society
were faking up and repeating the same question.

Reports of Hamilton’s conduet were brought to Burr at the
close of the eampaign by certzin renegade Federaliste driven from
the ranke by their chief’s arrogance ; but he seems to have taken
no action in the matter, and awaited further developments. At
length his attention wae called to a letter,—written by Dr. Charles
D. Cooper, of New York, and pabliched in the newspapers dur-
ing the campaign—which contained, among others, the following
gentences :

“Gen. Hamilton and Judge Kent bave declared in substance,
that they looked upon Mr. Burr to be a dangerous man, and one
who onght not to be trusted with the reins of government,” and
“T conld detail to yon & still more despicable opinion, which Gen.
Hamilton has expressed of Mr. Burr.” Col. Burr quietly marked
the obnoxious paseages, and sent them by the hand of his friend,
William P. Van Ness, to Gen. Hamilton, with a note which con-
cluded as followe :

‘You must perceive, sir, the necessity of a prompt and vh-
qualified acknowledgment or denial of the mse of any expres-
siong which wonld warrant the assertions of Mr. Cooper.” The
correspondence which followed is foo volaminous for insertion
here. In it Burr maintained the position taken in his first letter.
Hamilton denied in part, equivecated, hedged, but absolutely re-
fused to make the unqualified acknowledgment and denial azked
{er by Qol. Burr. Sunch a eourse would have reinstated his rival
in public confidence, and destroyed the work of vears. Society toe
might have congidered it an apology fromn mecessify -rather than
principle. Burr, on his part, all the lion in him ronsed by Ham-
ilton’s repeated and treacherous attacks, receded not a whit from
his original demand. In one of his letters on the snbject he most
admirably defined his position :

‘¢ Politieal opposition,” said he. ¢ can never absolve gentlemen
from the necessity of 2 rigid adherence to the laws of honor, and
the rules of decorum. I neither claim such privilege, nor indulge
it in others. The common sense of mankind affixes to the epithet
adopted by Dr. Cooper the idea of dichonor, It has been publicly
applied to me, under the sanction of your name. The qnestion is
not whether he has understood the meaning of the word, or has
ueed it according to syntax and with grammatical accuracy, bet
whether yom have anthorized this application, either directly, or
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by nitering expressions or opinions derogatory to my honor.” And
aguin in his last paper drawn up for the guidanee of his second ke
enlarges upon this poins,

# Agron Burr, far from conceiving that rivalship aufhorizes
a latitude not otherwise justifiable, always feels great delicacy in
such cases, and would think it meanness to speak of a rival, but
in terms of respect; to do justice to his merits, to be silent of his
foibles, Such has invariably beer his conduet toward Jay,
Adams, and Hamilten, the only three who can be supposzed to
have stood in that relation o him.

" #That he hus too much reason o believe that in regard to Mr,
Hamilton there has been no such reciprocity. For several years
hiz name haz been lent to the support of base slanders. He hag
never had the generosity, the magnanimity, or the cander to con-
tradict or dissvow. Burr forbears to particularize, as it could only
tend to prodece new irritations, but having made greut sacrifices
for the sake of harmony, having exercised forbearance until it ap-
proached humiliation, he has seen no effect produeed by such con-
duet, but a repetition of injury.

‘“ He is obliged to conclude that there is on the pavt of Mr. Ham-
ilton, a settled and implacable malevolence ; that he will never
cease in his eonduct toward Mr. Burr, to violate those courtesies
of life, and that hence he has no altermative but to snnounce
these things to the world, which consistently with Mr, Burr’s ideas
of propriety, can be done in no way but that which he has adopted.
He is incapabie of revenge, still less iz he capable of imitating
the conduct of Mr. Hamilion by committing seeret depreda-
tion on his fame and character, Bat these things must have
an end.”

These ave hardly the words of & vindictive, blood-thirsty villain,
and indeed they are not, for a more amiable, generous, and genial
man than Col. Burr never lived, but be could and would protect
himself when wronged beyond endurance, The paper lust gnoted
was Burr's ultimatum, and Hamilton declaring its terms inadmis-
sible, both parties prepared to fight, and never perhaps since the
inssitution of the code was a meeting so inevitable as bevween these
two. Both were soldiers, devotees of honor and men of society.
Both had recognized the code by their presence, either ag prinei-
pals or seconds, at several affairs of honor, and both were well
aware that their position in politics and society depended on their
not showing the white feather at this particular erisis, If either
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of the principals were the more culpable, it was Hamilton, for he
was the aggressor, and » few words from him might have prevented
the meeting. But thoughtful men will find the real culprit in the
barbarous blood-thirsty public opinion of the day, that made such
Golgothas as that at Weehawken both necessary and honorable.
‘The challenge was given and accepted. With the resnlt of thai
meeting the world iz acquainted. Burr eseaped unharmed, the
ball from his adversary’s weapon, cutting the twigs near his head.
Hamilton received a mortal wound, from which he died after
thirty-one honrs of intense suffering.®

The popular clamor that then arose against Burr, nnjust and
indecent as it was, made 8 temporary retirement from New York
necessary, and early in July he set out on a southern tour, visiting
his daughter, Fheodosis, at her home at the ¢ (aks.” and spending
several weeks with old political friends in Somth Carolina and
other southern States ; from this tonr he returned at the sitting of
Congress, in the fall of 1804, to resume his duties as President of
the SBenate, as before related.

In the spring of 1805, Col. Burr set out on a six months’ toar
through the western and sonthern States. On his retnrn, he com-
menced preparations for the exeeution of one of the most brilliant
and stupendous plans of empire ever conceived. What that plun
was, we, in the light of later developmensts, are enabled detinitely
to determine. '

In a few words, he proposed to wrest Mexico—igrorant, op-
pressed and degraded—from the rule of the hated Spaniard, and
to rear there an empire of progress and eivilization, with himself
at its head, This plan was perfectly feasible. War with Spain
seemed inevitable. The hent towards southwestern aequisition in
this counsry was large, The Mexican people were ripe for revolt,
and at the first nnfariing of his standard on the Mexican frontier,
Burr might safely have coanted on enroliing a band of gallant ad-~
venturers drawn from every quarter of the land. With this army
he proposed to invade the éountr}’, and after a short and brilliant
campaign, Mexico would have been his. Then whas?

Pen ecan scarcely portray the unrivalled fninre which would
have been Mexico’s, had Brrr been *let alome ™ to realize his

* The writer, in what hog Heen said, hax ne desire to belitile the talenis or services of
Alexander Hamilton, but sinee, in the effort to make him a demi-gzod, it was found neces-
urj ‘to paint Auroa Burr in the Inrid colors of the pit, both justice snd trath demand that
the ahove fucte shorld be stated.
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splendid dreams of conquest, A man of rare energy and of great
execnfive force, he would have formed there a strong and stable
government, superior to faction, and which might have solved the
great problem of how to maiutain at once, a sirong, and yet popular
government—a problem which we have been unable to solve.

Liberal in sentiment, he would have made edncation universal ;
the arts and sciences would have been encouraged as never before;
religion he would have left untrammelled and uncontrolled ; the
revennes of the mines would have been spent in the construction
of public works and for the glory of the State; canals and rail-
roads, piercing the mountains, would have joined sea to sea, and
swift steamers sailing east and west, have ponred into her lap the
products of all nations. Her nnequalled history, too, wonld have
been written; the world’s scholars penetrating her secres cloisters,
wounld have urearthed the wealth of manuscript there hidden, and
from the temnples of Uxmal, Palenqae, and the thousand buried
cities of plain and forest, we might have gleaned the history of
that marvelous race, who, from the ruipe of Toltee art, constructed
an empire of civilization which was vigorous with age when onr
oldest political systems were in the weakness of infancy.

These and many other glowing visions were, ne doubt, present
in the brain of this remarkable man at this stage of his career ;
how far legitimate were the methods by which he hoped to realize
them, let the casuist determine. He bas been called a filibnster
and an adventiurer ; but then there was never a ranker set of fili-
busters than those hrought to theee shores by the Mayflower, and
them we revere, and rightly, too, ae most perfect models of cor-
rectness ; in fact, the whole history of the race is litzle more than
a record of the filibustering of the strong against the weak.

But to return to our subject. His plan was predicated largely
on the fact of a war with Spain. Jefferson’s prudence averted
that war, and Burr turned his energies toward advancing a second-
ary scheme which he had formed, shonld the first prove impracti-
cable. This was the establishment ¢f a colony on the Washits
River near Texas, to be used as a base of operations in fufure at-
tempts upon Mexico. General Wilkinson, then Governor of the
new territory of Lonisiana, Daniel Clark, a wealthy New Orleans
merchant, Andrew Jackson, Governor Alston, General Adair of
Kentucky, Colonel Dupeigter, and hundreds of other prominent
persons were cognizant of this scheme, and interested in it. Asa
prelimicary step 50,000 acres of land on the Washita River, known
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as the ‘" Bastrop Lands,” were bought by Col. Burr’s agenis, and
preparations for colonizing it were urged forward. Provigions were
bought, recruits enlisted, and boats wherewith o deseend the Mis-
sissippi, coniracted for. The rendezvous was at Blennerhasset’s
Island,—an historic spot, and one demanding more than s passing
mention,

No locality in the land is betier known, and not alone in fo-
rensic coniests have its velvet lawne and quiet glades, its gardens
snd fountains, and shrubberies “* which Shenstone might have en-
vied,” been held up o the gaze of an admiring and pitying publie.
The owner of this * earthly paradise,” too, has received his full
sghare of adulation ; fifty years ago no subject was more faseinating
to the average writer, male or female, than Heman Blennerhas-
set and his alleged wrongs, and no tragedy of that day was thought
complete which did not present this nnfortenate man as the Ami-
able Victim, and Aaron Burr as the Heavy Villain of its dramatis
PETSonm.

In point of fact, the story of Burr's connection with Blenner-
hasset is a very prosaic one. They first met in 1803, when Burr
wag oh his western tomr, He wag jonrneving down the Ohio with
a friend, in a row boat, and passing the island, Ianded from mo-
tives of curiosity, having heard that it was the home of an eccen-
{ric foreigner. He was kindly received, pressed to stay to tea, re-
mained, spent the evening with his entertainers, and resamed his
voyage late at night. The two did not meet again until Col. Burr
came west on his scheme for colonizing the Washita Lands.

Such iz a plain statement of the fecfs concerning their first
meeting ; nor did Blennerhasset need any persuasion to enter
heurtily into Burr’s plans of eonguest. An idle, shiftless, reman-
tic Irishman, he had gpent a moderate fortune in dmproving his
island, and now nearly bankrupt, embraced eagerly any plan that
promised to repair his shattered fortunes, withont much risk of
exertion on his part. His ““izland,” the paradise of the historical
romancers, was a narrow strip of land in the Ohio River, fourteen
miles below Marietts, three or four miles in length and compris-
ing abont 270 acres of Jand.

It was neither picturesqne nor romantie, certainly nof an Eden.
Here it was, that in the summer of 1806, preparations were busily
made for colonizing the tract on the Washits. On the 4th of
Angnst, these were so far advanced that Col. Burr with his ae-
complished danghter Theodosia, left the island for the Cumber-
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land River, where another detachment was rendesvoused, leaving
Blennerhasset: to complete the preparatious on his island, and
then join his chief late in the fall, at the mouth of the Cumber-
land, where the united force would proceed down the Mississippi
on its enterprise. But before these plans counld be carried out,
Burr was surprised to learn, from the President himself, that his
colonization scheme wag treasonable,

On the 25th of November, 1806, Jefferson received from Gen.
Wilkinsgon {Burr’s ancient friend and ally, and then commanding
the department of Louisiana, ) a cipher letter, purporting to be from
Burr to him (Wilkinson,) proposing that he should use the army
under his command to provoke & war with Spain, and also hinting
at the erection of a great Sonthern empire. This letter, grossty ex-
aggerated and altered as it was, was sccompanied by sach repre-
sentations from Wilkinson as to raige’in the mind of the President
the direst visions of treasons and stratagems; his action on receipt
of it was that of a man beref§ of sober judgment, for nothing could
be more absurd than to suppose that so shrewd and politie 2 man
as Aaron Burr, would entertain, for a moment, the project of se-
dunecing from its allegiance the great West, then the stronghold of
republieanism and devotedly attached to the administration. To
the President and his Cabinet, however, it was evident that & heavy
conspiracy was already on foot in the West ; and on the 27th of
November, the former izssned a proclamation, declaring that anlaw-
fol enterprises were under way in the Western States, and warning
all persons to withdraw from the same, nnder penalty of incarring
prosecution “ with ail the rigors of the law.”

‘We who have been made a0 familiar with treason thal its as-
peet is no longer frightful, can hardly realize the ominous and
mteinl sound of the word in 1800, nor the exeitement and fear
which convuised the country on the publication of the President’s
ridiculons proclamation. Latent patriotism effervesced, and spent
its force, from lack of other vent, in denunciation of the supposed
traitors, The President senb a special message to Congress de-
nouncing Burr as a traitor, and asking for an act to suspend the
writ of habeas corpms, which was granted by the Senate, but
rejected by the Homse. Military companies paraded daily, and
crowded their offers of assistance upon the General Government ;
fTorts and arsenals were put in watlike trim, the navy was strength-
ened, and the newspapers and the administration vied with each
other in cirenlating the wildest rumors and most palpable untruthe;
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in ghort, popular hatred and mistrust was brought to the highest
piteh, and there held suspended—sa sort of moral avalanche ready
to be hurled upon the lnckless wight who should be even suspected
of the odious crime of treason. Meanwhile Col. Burr, & pescefnl
citizen of the United States, was pursning his peacefol and land-
able schemes on the banks of the Ohio. The President’s proclama-
tion reached Blennerhasset’s Island early in December. On the
4th, Biennerhasset Iearned that a defachment of militia fromm Wood
County, Va., wonld make a descent on the island the next day. and
capture himzelf, the boats, stores, and all the property of the ex-
pedition ; and that night, secretly, with four boats and thirty men
hastily collected, he left the igland, and fled with his ntmost speed
down the river. At the mouth of the Cumberland, he met his
chief, and the combined flotilla proceeded on down the Mississippi.

Had a cunning limner like onr Nast been present, he might have
found material for a dezen spirited cartoons in this first insurree-
tionary expedition against the government. There were the flat-
boate, thirteen in nmmber, borne by the sluggish current, and
guided by sixty red-shirted backwoodsmen. Prominent objects on
their decks were the chicken-coops and pig-barracks with their
noisy cceupants. Sacks of flour, barrels of bacon, and kiln-dried
corn, hams, and other munitions of war, with such deadly instru-
ments as plonghs, apades, hoes, pots, skilleis and the like, formed the
bulk of the cargo. Onu lines stretched across the deck hung seed-
ears and slices of pnmpkin drying in the sun; children played an-
terrified about this grim array ; and near at band, their mothers
sewed and goesipped ; the linnet and canary sang in their gilded
cages, and the anticz of a pet monkey joined to the strains of a
superannuated banjo, relieved the tedinum of the voyage,

In this manner, day after day the grim armament floated down
the river, carrying terror and dismay wherever it penetrated. At
Bayou Pierre, thirty miles above Natchez, 4 crisis occnrred. The
Natchez militia, 275 strong, hearing of Burr’s arrival, marched out
to meet him. Drawing near his encampment, they were reinforced
by & battalion of cavalry, and halting, sent a peremptory smmnmous
to Burr to surrender. The latter talked freely with the messen-
gers, declared his innocence of any treasonable designs, and pro-
tested against such high-handed and arbitrary proceedings. But
the officers persisted in their demand, and at last Burr agreed to
meet Gov, Mead next day, and surrender his entire force, with the
atipulation, however, that he shonld not be handed over for trial
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to the military anthorities. He wag then conveyed to the neigh-
boring town of Washington, a grand jury was hastily impsaneled,
and he was brought before them for trial—but on what charges ?
The grand jury stroggled with thizs question for days, but were
unable to answer it ; and a higher tribunal a few weeks later fared
no better ; but at lengih, affer numberless motions and discussions
in which Barr completely captivated the populace with his displays
of learning and eloquence, the grand jury returned that ““on a
due investigation of the evidence bronght before them, Asron Burr
has not been gunilty of any crime or misdemeanor against the laws
of the United States.” They zlzo went further and presented as
a grievance, “the late military expedition, unnecessarily, as they
conceive, fitied ‘ont against the person and property of Aaron
Burr.” They aleo presented as a grievance, destractive of persoual
liberty, the late military arrests made without warrant, and as
they conceive, without other lawful authority. Thns ended the
firet, attempt to indict Col, Burr for the crime of treason,

He was a free man again, but not secure, for orders had already
been issned by the President, *“ fo fake the body of Aaron Burr
alive or dead, and to confiscate his property.” Finding himself in
the power of a military despotiem, he determined to escape, and
crossing the Missiesippi, made the best of his way sonthward, to-
ward the port of Pensacola where lay a British man-of-war, on
which he hoped to find refnge,

Some days after these events, two travellers might have been
seen descending a hill near the residence of Col. Hinson, in the
town of Wakefield, Alabama ; these persons were Col. Burr and
hig guide, . At the foot of the hill they were intercepted by a file
of dragoons led by Cept. Gaines, commanding Fort Stoddard, near
by, Capt. Gaines rode forward, < I presume, sir,” said he, ““ that
I have the honor of addressing Col. Burr.” ‘I am a traveller in
the country,” replied the person addressed, “and do not recognize
your right. to ask such a question.” ¢°I arrest yon at the instance
of the Federal Government,” was Gaines’ rejoinder. * By what
anthority do you arrest travellers on the highway, bonnd on their
own private business,” asked the stranger. ‘I am an officer of
the army ; I hold in my hands the proclamation of the President
and Governor directing your arrest,” was the reply. “ Youarea
young man, and may not be aware of the respongibilities which re-
sult from arresting travellers,” said the person addressed. * I am
aware of the responeibility, but I know my daty,” said Gaines,
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¥t was all in vain that Col. Burr protested his innocence, de-
clared that all this arose from the malevolence of his enemies, snd
pointed ont the liabilities the captain would incur by arresiing
him. My mind i made up,” said Gaines, and the former Vice
President was arrested and duoly lodged within the walls of a mili-
tary fortress.

For two weeks Col. Burr remained at Fort SBtoddard : then in
charge of & file of soldiers nuder command of one Perkins, he
was sent overland to the cisy of Richmond, where the Government
had decided his irial shonld take place. One incident only of this
difficult and perilons jonrney shall be narrated. After the party
had paezed the wilderness, and had come to the outposts of civil-
ization, the wtmost care was taken to prevent the prisoner from
communicating his siteation to his friends, and throngh them ap-
pealing to the civil authorities for relief. Perkins had carefuliy
avoided the large towns in his way, and while passing through
Chester, in 8onth Carolina, they chanced to ride near a small
tavern, in front of which guite a group of citizens had collected.
This was Burr's opportanity and he embraced it.

Suddenly throwing himself from his horse, he exclaimed with
& loud voice, *“I am Aaron Buarr, undér military arrest, and claim
the protection of the civil anthorities,” In a moment Perkins
sprang to the gronnd and, presenting his pistols to Burr’s head,
sternly ordered him to remonnt. ““I will not,” Burr shouted de-
fiantly; wherenpon Perkivs, a perfect specimen of a backwoods
man, seized him aronnd the waist, and threw him forcibly into his
saddie, a soldier then seized his bridle, and the whole cavaleade
awept off into the forest before the astonished people had time to
comprehend the situation.

It ie said that Burr, thus a second time kidnapped, was almost
wild with excitement ; ¢ The indifference of the people,” says Mr.
Parton, *“the indignity he had suffered, the thonght of his inno-
cence of any violation of the law, the friumph hiz enemies were
abont to have over him, all rushed into his mind, and for the
moment unmanned him. For the first and only time, amid all his
wnexampled misfortunes, his iron fortitude forsook him, and he
burst into tears.”

This, however, lasted but a moment, then the prisoner’s uszal
imperturbability of manner returned, and the journey was finished
aa it had been conducted, without a murmur or word of complaint
from him, The party arrived in Richmond on Thursday, the 26th
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of Mareh, 1807, On Monday the prisoner wag brought before Chief
Juatice Marshall for examination previons to commitment, and
after three days of argument was committed for misdemeanor only,
the Judge leaving the charge of treason to be considered by the
Grand Jury.

He was arraigned before the Grand Jury May 23, 1807. Never
before or since, perhaps, has the country witnessed a trial of such
magnitude. conducted by such an array of talent, and the progress
of which was followed with such intense interest by the whole
country. All the magnates of Virginia, Gen. Jackson, Johu Ran-
dolph, Senator Giles, distingmished public men, fair ludies with-
out number, crowded the court-room. The sympatihies of the
people of Richmond, and of the ladies espeecially, were with the
prisoner, and many expressions of sympathy and regard were ten-
dered him dering his forced stay in the city. Twe judges con-
ducted the trisl, John Marshall, Chief Jastice of the United States,
and Crvras Griffin, Judge of the District Court of Virginia. Burr
was fortunate in his chief judge. “The soul of dignity and
honor,” says a contemporary, ¢ prodent, courageouns, alive to cen.
gure, bnt immovably resolute to do right, John Marshall was the
Washington of the bench, an honest man and just judge.” & was
to his firmness and judicial impartiality no donbt that Burr owed
his life, or at least, liberty. The lawyers employed were worthy of
the occasion. Engaged in the prosecution, were George Hay, Mon-
roe’s son-in-law, William Wirt the renowned orator, and Alexander
MecRae, Lieut, Governor of Virginia. ‘

For the defence appeared Asron Burr, the Launcelot of this
legal tournament, Edmund Randolph, Washington’s Attorpey
General and Secretary of State, Wickham, called the ablest lawyer
at the Richmond bar, Luther Mariin of Maryland, Jefferzon’s
¢ Federal bull-dog,” and Benjamin Botts of Virginia.

At the opening of the trial it was found that an impartizl jury
could not be obtained. Of the whole panel summoned, all admit-
ted that they had formed an opinion adverse to the prisoner, I
pray the court to notice,” remarked Burr, while the jurorz were
being challenged, “* from the scene hefore us, how many attempts
have been made to pre;udlce my canse.’

At length, late in the afterncon, a jury was obtamed not ons
of whom but had admitted his conviction of the prizoner’s guilt,
0O1i the trial, or rather trials that followed, it iz impossible for us
to gpeak in detail. A report of it was published in two large octavo
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volumes, and may be found in any well-stocked law library. M,
Davis and Mr. Parton also give able summaries. The trial was
divided into two parts, one before the grand jury on a motion for
# commitment of the prisoner or & charge of treason, the other
was the trial, for treason itself after s trne bill had been found.
Between the two was an interval of some Bix weeks.

The trial was opened by Col. Burr, who addressed the court,
83 to the admissibility of eertain evidenee which he sapposed
would be offered. Hay replied, *“heping the court would grant
no special indnlgence to Col. Burr, who steod on the same foot-
ing a8 any other man who had committed a crime.”

“ Would to God,” was the retort of Burr, *“ that I did stand on
tha same footing with any other man. Thisis the first time T
have been permitted to enjoy therights of a citizen. How have I
been brought hither 2”

In the speech that followed, he made many other strong points,
and eminently Burrian; but the strongest, and ibat which most
thoroughly demoralized the prosecnzion, was the stand taken in
the very firat stages of the trial, that before any evidence as fo the
prisoner’s guilt conld be admitted, the acf of treason wmust first
be proved, just as it would be manifestly absurd to indict a man
for marder until the fact of the 4illiny was first established.

In the course of the argnment on this poini, Mr. Botts de-
fined in a masterly manner, the acf of treason. ° First,” said
he, ““it must be proved that there was an actual war ; a war of acts
and not of intentions, Secondly, the prisoner must be proved
to have committed an overt act in that war. Thirdly, the overt
act must be proved to have been committed in the district where
the trial takes place. Fourthiy, the overt act must be proved by
two witnesses,” and thiz view of the erime of treason was sustained
by the court.

The prosecution could not conceal the dismay and confnsion
which this decision cansed in their ranks. To preve the prison-
er's guilt, they bad relied chiefly on ex parfe evidence, suspicions
facts, the prisoner’s aots, and his own unguarded words. Now
they were forced to go back of all this, and before a syllable of
evidence in regard to the prisoner or his acts conld be admitted,
must prove the fact that actusl war had been levied against the
United States. However, gallantly recovering from this contre
temps, they at oncs set to work to establish the overt act. Wilkin-
son was sent for from New Orleans, Gen. Eaton brought from
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New Jersey, and the Morgans from Keuntucky, Hardly a person
that had written or spoken to Col. Burr during the past two years
but was brought to the witness stand, in the effort {0 prove that
war had actually been levied againet the United States. Even post
offices were broken open and rifled of his papers ; it was all in vain,
however, no war was to be found, or as Col. Burr pithily expressed
it in a speech to the court on the third day of the trial :

“ Qur President ie & lawyer and a great one, too. He ceriainly
ought to know what it is that constitutes a war. Bix months age
be proclaimed that there was a civil war, and yet for six months
have they been hunting for it, and still cannot find one spot where
it existed. There was, to be sure, a most terrible war in the news-
papers. but no where else. When I appesred before the grand
jury in Kentucky, they had no charge to bring against me. When
I appeared for o second time before a grand jury in the Missisaippi
territory, there was nothing to appear against me, and the Judge
even told the United States Aitorney, that if he did nof send up
the bill before the grand jury, he bimself wonld proceed to name
as many of the witnesses as he could, and bring it before the
court, Still there was no proof of war. At length, however, the
Spaniards invaded our territory, and yet there was no war. But,
gir, if there was s war, certainly no man can pretend to say that
the Government is able o find it out. The scene to which they
have now hunted it, is only three hundred miles distant, and stilt
there is no evidence to prove this war.”

At length, after thirty-three daysof argument, the grand jury
brought in an indictment against Aaron Burr for treason, snd
also an indictment for misdemeanor, Blennerhasset was alse
indicted for the same offences.

The trial for treason began on the 3d of Aungusi; the same
judges and counsel were in attendance. Here the same difficuliy
was experienced in securing an impariial jury. Fourteen days
were spent in the effort. Of the first venire of 48, but four were
found unprejudiced, of a second vendre of 48 summoned, all ad-
mitted that they had formed opinions unfavorable to the prisoner.
The defence even moved to quash the trial on the ground that an
impartial jury could not be obtained. The matter was af length
compromised by allowing the defence to choose eight from the
venire last snmmoned, whieh, added to the four chioeen from the
first, made ap the required number.
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The second trial was in many respects a repetition of the first.
Thé witnesses chiefly relied on to prove the overt act, were Gen.
Eaton, an old army officer, the Morgans, and Gen. Wilkinson.

Eaton and the Morgans gave an exaggerated acconnt of Burr’s
wild talk of severing the union—words thai he certainly would
never have uttered had he really entertained sueh desigms, Wil-
kineon produced the famouns ecipher letter, which had raised the
tempest, but which proved nothing, except that the two men had
had a prior agreement as to certain objects to be attained. It
should be remarked here that Wilkinson by his own confession
wag a perjurer as well as traitor. At the trial he swore that the
letter produced was Zhe ome received from Burr and wnalfered, af-
terward he admitted that he had made some slight alferafions in
it. Burr declared sfter the trial, that thirty of the fifty witnesses
examined, had perjured themselves. On the 29th of Angust, the
debate was concluded by Mr. Randolph. On the 30th, the jndge
delivered his opinion. On the 31st, the jury bronght in their
verdict—the most irregular and cowardly ever returned by an
American jury. “We of the jury,” so the verdict ran, “say
that Aaron Burr is not proved to be guilty mnder the indict-
ment by any evidence submitted fo ws. 'We therefore find him not
guilty.” It weas the Scotch verdict of nof proven, and was de-
signed to fasten still more firmly in the minds of the people, their
conviction of the prisoner’s guilt,

Scarcely was the reading of the verdiet concluded, when Col.
Burr was on his feet, and vehemently protested against sach a
verdict, and it was only after an animated debate, that he sue-
éeeded in having it entered as simply “ not gnilty.”

There yet remained the trial for misdemeanor. and on this
charge he was also acquitted. Col. Burr was now legally free;
but his position in the land for which be had doue and suffered so
much had become unendurable, The Government still breathed
out threatenings against him and the belief of his gnilt was irmly
fixed in the minds of the people. It has been demonstrated that
nothing but time and Almighty power can remove a popalar
prejudice. ‘Barr was too wise to attempt it ; he did better, he left
it behind him. FEariy in June 1808, threatened with a second
arrest by the Government, he sailed in disgnize under the name of
Edwards, in the British mail-packet Clarissa bonnd from New
York to Liverpool. The Clarizza left port on the 9th of June, and
on the 14th of July she arrived at Liverpool.

8

¥
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Of Col. Bury’s four years’ wandering in the old world, we can-
not speak with any degree of particularity. He remained in Eng-
land nearly a year, or untit April, 1809 ; then, induced by the rep-
resentations of the American Minister, Lord Liverpool addressed
him a polite note, which stated that the presence of Col. Burr in
Great Brifain wag embarrassing to his majesty’s government, and
that it was the wish and expectation of the government that he
ghould remove. Burr, who had been dined and féted by most of
the literary and society magnates of London, had visited the tomb
of Shakespeare and travelled about the kingdom as far as to Edin-
hurgh, was quite ready to make his majesty’s mind easy by leaving
the inhospitable isle ; and accordingly on the 24th of April, 1809,
sailed for Gottenburg in Sweden, not deeming it safe af that time
to visit France. He remained in Sweden five months, enjoying
Bwedish hospitality fo the full, and received az a distingnizhed
guest even by royalty itself. TLate in October he sct out with swo
companions, Americans, for Paris. The party proceeded by easy
stages to Klginore, from Klsinore to Copenhagen, and from thence
to Hamburg, on the confines of French territory. Here they
waited for passports to the French eapital.

While detained at Hamburg he made a short excursion inio
Germany, visiting Hanover, Gottingen, Weimar, Frankfort, and
other places. At Weimar he met Goethe, Wieland, the Baroness
De Stein, and other eminent persons, Returning to Mayence,
where the passporie were {o be sent, he waited a few weeks until
they arrived, and then proceeded withomt further incident. to Paris.
In Paris Col. Burr lived fifteen months; the last ten months apent
in trying to get away, for Jefferson had now become a private eifi-
zen and the thought would obtrode itself that he might return in
gafety to his native land.

But the represeutatmns of the American Minister had made
him an ob]ect of sugpicion to the French Government. and he was
refased permission to leave the eoantry, At length, bowever, in
July, 1811, the government was induced to remove its surveillance,
and wringing a velnctantly given passport from the American
‘“ chargé des affaires,” through an accidental acquaintance with
some of that gentleman’s doubtful iransactions, he betook himself
to Amgterdam, where lay the ¢ Vigilant,” Capt. Oombes, and abont
to sail for America, The captain, a gallant, generons son of. the
sea, gladly gave the ex-Vice President passage, and on the l1st'of
QOctober, 1811, Asron Burr bade adien forever, and we may ima~
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gine without regret, to the continent of Europe. Bnt outside the
harvor a crushing misforinne awaited him, for the Vigilant was set
upon by a British cruiser and carried inte the English harbor of
Yarmouth, and held as 2 prize, smbject to the decision of the
admiralty. Burr atonce proceeded to London and there remained
gix months awaiting an opportunity to return to America, Few ves-
sels were then retarning. and the captains of those that were, were
eagily persuaded by the American consal to refuse him a passage,
At length, however, he fonnd a Captain Potter, of the ship Aurora,
who agreed to land him in Boston for the sum of thirty ponnds.

Burr again paid his passage money, received his passports from
the British Government, now all friendliness, and five weeks there-
after was safe in Boston Harbor. A month later, in May, 1812,
the zecond war with Greav Britain was declared, and the Atlantic
became a dangerons highway for American vessels.

With the return of Col. Burr to his native ccuntry ends our
brief resume of hiz publc career. The story of the remaining

- twenty-five years of his life is a pitiful one,—a mere record of
glights and scorns—a continned kicking of a man who waz down,
by the immaculate society of the day.

Immediately on hiz return he opened a law-office in New York,
and muoch of his former business returned to him, but bhe uever
regained his social or political status ; and he never sought to re-
gain it, Conscious of the injustice done him, and retaining bis
pride of character to the last, he disdained to make explanations,
and repaid scorn for scorn, and contempi with indifference.
Buot to the few frienda who remained faithfnl, he was the same
brilliant, genial, fascinating man a8 of old, and these hie waz wont
ta entertain for hours, when off duty, with vivid descriptions of
the men and things of a former generation, interspersed with bril-
liant ancedotes, and profoand observarions on pending issues in
politics and statesmanship. Nothing, it iz said, conld be more val-
uable and interesting than these recollections, and it is to the in-
calenlable loss of American literature that they were not preserved
in* print. Burr did entertain such a project at one time, and
wounld probably have carried it out, but for the loss of his mest
valunble papers in the same shipwreck thaf bereft him of his
daxtghter, and rendered him dead to ambition or any worldly
interest. .-

Before passing to narrate the closing scenes of his life, a fow
Dotes as to the appearance, character, and habits of onr distin-
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guished subject will be thought necessary and interesting. A
writer in the New York Leader thus describes him as he appeared
in the later years of life :

¢ | knew him personally, from my boyhood, and saw him often
in the quict scenes of domestic life, in the house of a gentleman
who was always his friend. His personal appearance was pecaliar.
Under the medium height, his figure was well proportioned,
gingwy and elastic, appearing in every movement to be governed
more by the mental than mere physical attributes. His head wus not
large, buc as phrenologiste say, well proporiioned. His forehead
was high, profruding, but narrow directly over the eves, and wid-
ening immediately back. The head was well, even classically,
poiged upon the shoulders; his feet and hands were peeunliarly
small ; the nose rather large, with open, expanding nostrils ; and
the ears so small ag almost to be s deformity. But the feature
which gave character and tone to all, and which made his presence
felt, was the eye. Perfectly round, not large, deep hazel in color,
it had an expression which no one who had seen it conid ever for-
get. No man could etand in presence of Col. Burr, with his eyes
fixed on him, and not feel that they pierced his innermost thonghta,
There was a power in his look—a magnetism, if I may be allowed
the expresgion,—which few persons could resiat.

“The expression of hie face when I knew him, it was first in
1823, bore in repose a sad and melancholy air, yet the featnres were
mobile, and when addressing ladies, uttering gome pleasaniry or
witticism, the smile aronnd his mouth wag literally beautiful, and
his eves would lose their piercing look, and become tender and
gentle. His voice was not powerful, but roand, fall, and crizp, and
thongh never loud, was fender or impressive 4s the case required.
His elocution iv conversation was perfect, always precisely suited
to the occagion and the style of thought to which he was giving
expression. FHis langnage was terse, almost epigrammatical, and
he rarely indulged in illustration or metaphor ; his words were al-
ways the most apt that could be used, and he hed command of a
vocabulary which would make Eognet of the Tesanrns envions., His
manners were polished, his motions graceful and easy, yet he never
for & moment lost his noble and dignified bearing. In mere phys-
ical beauty, in elegance of face or figure, in brilliancy of the eve,
I have seen many men superior to Col. Burr, bat in a bearing and
presence which you felt to be something beyond other men, with
character in ‘every motion and expression, in a life of over forty
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years, and after seeing all the great men of the country during that
peried, I have never seen his peer. He wore his hair—which till
quite late in life, was Jong and thick, excepting on the front of the
head.—massed up on the top held by u small shell comb, the whole
head profusely powdered. . . IHisusual dress was a single blue-
breasted coat, with standing collar, o buff vest, and dark pants;
in winger he wore u fur cap and buckskin mittcens.”

In regard to the character of Col. Buarr, the verdict of the hon-
est and intelligent stedent of his career will be mueh more favor-
able than is the popular judgment. Of him it may be said more
truly than of any other, that circumstancez made him bad, where-
in he was bad, and that party runcor and secturian bigotry painted
the pertrait which has come down to posterity; in proof of the
troth of these agsertions I will present a paper which was read by
Judge John Greenweod, of Brooklyn, before the Long Island His-
torical Bociety, begging the reader to observe that the suthor’s in-
timate acquaintunce with Col. Burr, his thorough integrity, and
jodicial training, render his judgment unnassailable, wheress the
idle and vicious tales from which the adverse judgment has been
formed, are without parentage and cannot be substantiated by uny
proof that would be received in a court of law. The italies in the
paper are our own, They mark the passages which treat—very
delicately and yet very satisfactorily—of Col. Burr’s relatione with
women, and make farther remark on the subject nunecessary, ex-
cept to say that all with whom the writer has-eonversed, and who
were from their position best calenlated to judge, take substan-
tially the same view of the case as that expressed by Judge Green-
wood. The paper it given nearly entire :

“ Ag to Col. Burr I enjoyed peculiar advantages of knowledgs,
having been, for a peried of sbout six years, namely, from abont
1814 to 1820, a clerk and student in hia office, and in constant
Interconrse with him, and this at & period of my life when ihe
strongest impreseions were likely to be made upon me. The dark
gide of Col. Burr’s character has been very often presented, and it
ig munecessary that I shomld make another eshibition of it. Tk
gives me pleasure to be able to bring into the light, features upon
which it is more agreeable to dwell, and some of which, indeed,
may be contemplated with advantage. Let me speak firse of his
temperance in esting and drinking, It would be natnral to sap-
pose that & man somewhat unrestricted, as it must be admitted be
wag, in one respect which may be regarded as in some degree eor-
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relative, wonld not be very muoch restrained in the indalgences of
the table. But the fact is otherwise. His diet was very light: a;
cup of coffee and a roll, with but seldom the addition of an epg,
and never of meat or fish, constituted his breakfast. His dinner,
in a majority of cases, consisted of roasted potatoes, seasoned with
a little salt and butter, or perhaps of some thickened milk {called
sometimes ‘donny cladder’) sweetoned with sugar. A eup of black
tea with a slice of bread and butter, was the last meal ; and these
constituted as a general fhing, his whole sustenance for twenty-
four hours, The exception was when some friend was invited by
him to dinner. He was very fond, when seated at table, of having
bis favoriie cat near him, and it was a plessant thing o see puss
git oxf the arm of his chair and keep him company. As to spiritu-
ous liquors, I have no hesitation in saying from personal knowledge,
that he never used them. His usual beverage was claret and water,
sweetened with loaf sugar. His wine he bonght by the eask, and
had bottled at his residence. The result of his abstemious course
of living was, that he enjoyed nniform good health, which wag sel-
dom, if ever, interrnpted.

“His industry was of the most remarkable character, Indeed
it may with trnth be said that he never was idle. He was always
employed in some way, and what is more, required every one under
bim o be go. Sometimes in coming through the office, and ob-
serving that [ was not at work, as I might not have been for the
moment, he would say, ‘Master John, can’t yon find something to
do?’ althongh it is safe to say that no clerk io an office was ever
more constantly worked than I was.

‘¢ He would rise at an early hour in the morning, devote himeelt
to the business of the day—for he had a large general practice—
and nsvally retired to rest not soouner than twelve, or half-past
twelve at might. In this way he would accomplish & vast amonnt
of work. His perseverance and indefatigability, too, were strik-
ingly characteristic. No plan or purpose once formed was aban-
doned, and no amount of labor conld discourage him or camse

him to desist. To begin a work was, with him, to finish it. How

widely, in this respect, he differed from some professional men-of
his own and the present day, I need hardly say. I conld recur to
some, greatly his juniors in years, who were and are hig very op-
posites in this reepect, He was for having a thing done, too, as
soon as if could be, and net, as some have supposed, for E.eemg
how long it could be put off before it was begun,
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¢ But I must say aword of his mabner in court. Heseemed in
- the etreet and everywhere in public, to be strongly conscious that
he was a mark of observation, nof indeed in the sense in which
Hamlet is gpoken of, as  the observed of all observers,” but as an
object, to some of curiosity, to others of hostile or suspicious re-
gard. Carrying this feeling into the court-room his manner was
somewhat reserved, though never snbmissive, and he used no up-
necessary worde. He would present at once the main points of his
cnse, and as his preparation was thorough, would usnally be suc-
cessful. Bat he was not eloguent. If he thoonght his dignity
assailed in any manner, even inferentially, his rebuke was wither-
ing in the cuiting sarcasm of its few words, and the lightning
glance of his terrible eyes, which few could withstand. I may
sa¥ in this connection, that his self-possession, under the most
trying circumstances, was wonderful, and that he probably never
.knew what it was- to fear a human being.

“If there was anything which Burr’s proud spirit supremely
despised, it was 3 mean, prying curiosity. He early incaleated on
me the lesson, never to read even an opened letter addressed to

- another, which might be lying in my way, and never to look over
ancther who was writing a letter. It was one of my duties to
copy his letters, and I shall never forget the withering and indig-
nant look which, on one occasion, he gave to a person in-the
office who endeavared to see what I was copying, Neither would

. he tolerate any impertinent guzing or staring at him, as if to spy
out his secret thoughts and refiections,

““You will bg glad to hear me say something of his very fascina-
ting powers in conversation. It may seem sirange, if not incredi-
ble, that a man whe hud passed through smch vieissitndes as he
had, and who must bave had such a crowd of eurly and pressing
memories on his mind, shonld be able to preserve a uniform
serenity and even cheerfulness, but such is the fact.

‘- Hiz manners were easy and his carriage graceful, and he had
a.winning smile in moments of pleasant interconrse, that seemed

.almogt to charm vou. He would laogh, too, sometimes, as if his
heart wag bubbling with jov, and its effect was irresistible. No-
body could tell a story or an anecdote beiter than he conid, and
nobody enjoyed it beiter than he did himself, His masim was
suaviter tn modo forfiler tn re. Yer, where spirits and u deter-
mined manner were required, prebably no man ever si:owed them
more effectively. Although comparatively small in person, and
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Yight in frame, I have eeen him rebuke, and put to silence, men
of poition in society greatly his superiors in physical strength
who were wanting in respect in their langnage toward him.

*¢ Col. Burr was a social man, that is, he liked the company of a
friend and would spend a half hour in conversation with him very
agreeably., Occasionally one with whom he had been on intimate
terme, and who had shared his adveniures, like Samuel Swart-
wont. or William Hosack. would call and have a pleasant time,
Dr. W.J. McNevin was also intimate with him. He was very
fond of young company. Children were delighted with him. He
not only took an interest in their sports, but coneciliated them, and
attached them to him by presents. The latter, I may obgzerve, was
also one of his modes of pleasing the more mature of the gentler
sex,

“ He wag very fond of alluding to events in his military life.
Indeed I think he chiefly prided himself upon his military char-
acter. His counsel was much sought by foreigners engaged in
revolutionary enterprizes, who happened to be in New York ; and
during the period of the revolntion in Caraceas, Generals Carrera
and Ribas, who took partin it, and during ite existence visited
New York, were on very intimate termes with him. The former
was a gentleman of great talent but of modest and retired bearing.

‘i There are some who sappose that Col. Barr had no virtues.
This is 2 mistake, He was true in hig friendships, and would go
any length to serve & friend, and he had alzo the strongest affec-
tions.

1 ghall never forget the incidents concerning the loss of his
daughter Theodozia, then wife of Gov. Alston of South Carolina,
Soon. after Col. Bar’s return from Europe to New York, he ar-
ranged for her to come on and visit him, und she set out, as’ is
known, from Georgetown in a small schooner, called the Patriot.
Timothy Green, a retired lawyer in New York, a most worthy
man, and an old friend of Col. Burr, went on by land to aecom-
pany her. 'The fact of the departnre of the vessel, with his dangh-
ter and Mr. Green on board, was eommunicated by letter from
Gov. Alston to Col. Burr, and he looked forward with anticipa-
tions of joy to the meeting which, after so many years of separa~
tion, was to take place between himeelf and his dear child. A full
time for the arrival of the vessel at New York elapsed, but she
did net come.

¢ Ag duy after day passed and still nobhmg was seent or heard of
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the vessel or of his daughter, that face which had before shown no
gloom or sadness, began to exhibit the signs of deep und deeper
concern. EBvery means was resorted to {o obtain information, bat
no tidings were ever heard of the vessel, or of her upon whom all
the affection of his nature had been bestowed. <Hope deferred,’
did indeed in this case, make sick and nearly erush the heart.

¢ His symbol, which he loved oceasionally to stamp upon the
gepl of a letter, was & rock in the tempeat-torn ocean, which nei-
ther wind nor wave conld move, But his firm and manly nature,
which no danger or reverse, nor any of the previous eircamstances
of life had heen able to shake, was near giving way. It was inter-
esting chough painful, to witness his struggle ; but he did rise sn-
perior to his grief and the light once more shone upon his counte-
nance. Baut it was ever afver a subdued light.

“ Something will be expected to be said by me, with regard to
his duel with Gen. Hamilion. So much has been written on this
subject already, that I can add nothing to the histery of the trans-
action. Every one will form an opinion for himself as to who was
to blame in that unfortunate affuir. I will say, however, thatit wasa
matter to which Col. Burr, from delicacy, never referred. He was
no boagter, and no calummniator, and certainly he would have no
word of censure for his dead antagonist, I will relate, however, anan-
ecdote. told me by him, indicating the degree of hostility feit to-
wards him by some after that transaction, snd st the same time his
own intrepidity, although to the latter he seemed not to attach
the slightest importance.

* He was travelling in the interior of the State, and had reached
A country tavern where he was to stay for the night. He wasa
eeated by & table in his room engaged in writing, when the land-
lord came np and announced that two young men were below and
wished to see him, and added that their manper seemed rather
ginguler. He bad heard that two very enthusiastic young gertle-
men wefe on his track, and he was not therefore surprised at the
announcement. Taking out his pistols. and laying them before
him, he told the landlord to show them up. They came up, and
a8 one wias about to advanee into his yoom Burr told them not to
approach a foot nearer. Then addressing him he said, < Whut is
your business?’ The foremost eaid, ‘Are you Col. Burr ?’
*Yes,” said the Colonel. < Well,” aays the young man, * we have
come to take your life, and mean to have it before we go away.
DUpon this, Burr, laying his hand npon one of his pistols, replied,
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*You are brave fellows, sre you not, to come hére two of. you
against one man ? Now if either of you has any eourage. come
out with me, and choose your own distance, and Pll give you a
chance to make fame. Bot if you don’t accept this propesal,’
bringing the severest glance of his terrible eyee to bear upon them,
‘Il take the life of the first one of you that raizez his arm.’
They were both cowed, and walked off like puppies.

¢ Tt may not be out of plage here to relate another incident, illus-
trating Col. Burr's remarkable presence of mind, which occurred,
while he was in Paris. He had reeeived a remittance of a conaid-
erable sum of money, and his valet formed a-plan to.rob him of it
by coming wpon him, unawares, with a loaded pistol. Bnrr was
engaged in reading or writing in his room at a.late hour at night,
when the fellow entered with pistol in hand. Burr recognized
him in s moment, and turning suddenly arcnud, ssid to him
sternly,  How dare you eome into the room with your haf-en?’
The valei sirnck with sndden awe and the cousciousness of bav-
ing violated that decornm, which had from habit virfnally be-
come a part of his nature, raised his arm.fo take.off his hat, when
Barr rushed upon him, tripped him down, wrested the pistol from
him, and ealling for aid, had him.secured. and carried off

#Col, Burr, ag is well known, was what is termed a good+shot.
with a pistol. 'To illugtrate his skill in this respect, I wiil relate.a
circumstance told me by an old colored man. named .© Harry,’
who was in the habii, while I was with Col. Burr, of coming fo his
house, to clean his boots, and do little jobs, < Harry’ had: hived
many years with the Colonel while the latter’s residence.was at
Richmond Hill in the uwpper part of New York. The. Colonel
aften had dinner parties, and after dinner the gentlemen would go
out npon the back piazza, to enjoy the air, and would amuse them-
selves by firing with a pistol at apples which Harry would throw
up for them. BSaid Harry, laughing in the way peculiar to an old
African, ‘De Colonel would hit em’ almos ev'ry time, while de
oder gentlement couldn’t hit 'em at all.’

“ The charge agninst Col. Burr of freason has formed a promi-
nent part of his history, All the facts developed on the trial have
been long since published, and it will not of course be expected
that I should refer to them, I will say, however, that this'was a
subject npon which he was always disposed, whenever proper, to
converse with those who were intimate with him, I myself have
conversed with him upon it. He said he had been entirely mis-
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represented and misunderstood as to the object which he had in
view. He had never, he stated, any design hostile to the TUnited
States or any part of it. His object was, az he ssid, to make him-
gelf master of Mexico, and place himeelf at the head of it, and
if they had let him alone he would have done it. He seemed to
entertain a great contempt for Gen. Wilkinson, who was in com-
mand at the South at the time, considering him a very weak man.

“Uolonel Burr, like other great men, had some remarkable eccen-
tricities of character, He was very fond of all soris of inventions,
and always trying experiments, He puzgled his brain for s long
time to gel some motive power which would aveid the necessity of
using fire or steam, of which Livingston and Fulton then held the
mongpoly. He had models made, and T also got my ambition ex-
cited about it

““ But hizs efforts, and my own philosophical powers and chemical
knowledge fell short, after a hard trial, of accomplishing the oh-
jeet. One great end which he desired to sttain in housekeeping
waz o save fuel, not money ; and I have known him to go to an
expense, I shonld judge, of forty or fifty dollars in contrivances
to save five dollars in the value of wood consnmed.

“* He was very liberal and even reckless in spending money for
certain purposes, while in others, such as bills of mechanies, he
was very purticular and scrutinizing, He liked to have 2 bill
looked over very carefully, and reduced to as low ar amount =28
the case would admit of, bat, so far as I know, never practiced
any dishonesty or refused to pay sny just debt which he had in-
curred.

¢ T have forborne thus far to refer to a matter connected with the
character of Col. Burr, and identified almost with his name, and
although not within the plan with which I started in this notice, I
ought not perhaps to omit it. I allude of coarse to his gnflantries.
This isa topic mpon which it would be impossibie o speak with
any parficnlarity without transcending that lmit of propriety
within whieh all public discussions shonld be confined. I ghall
therefore speak of it in the meost general terms. I do not delieve
that Col. Burr was any worse in ihis respect, than many men of
kis own and of the present day, who pass for befler men.

*“The difference berween them is,that he was mueh less disgnised
snd that he did not pretend to he whut he was not. [ think ke
was gutle as muck sought after by the other sex as he was a sosker.
There seermed indeed to be a charm and fascination abons him which
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continued to a Iate period of his life, and which was too powerful
_for the frail, and somefimee even for ihe strong, to resist. I know
that he has been charged with much wrong in this respect, and it
may be with {ruth. 1 feel no disposition to justify him in his
conree, or even to palliaté whut must be regarded in its best aspect
asa vice. But I have heard him eay, and if it be true it is cer-
tainly much in his favor, fhat he never decsived or made o false
promise to a woman in his Ife. This iz much more than many
can say, who have a much better name than he has,

< His married life with Mrs. Prevost (who had died before I
went into his office) was of the most affectionaie character, and his
fidelity never questioned. There s another thing, too, which I
will add to his credit. He was always a genileman in his langaage
and deportment. Nothing of a low, ribald, indecens’ or even in-
delicate character ever escaped his lips. He had no disposition to
corrupt others,  One other thing I will add in this connection:
Col. Burr, in everything relating to business, and indeed in all his
epistolary correspondence with men, had a special regard for the
maxim that ¢ thinge written remain,” and wae very eareful as to
what he wrote. But with regard to the other aex, such was his
confidence in them, that he wrote to them with very litile restraint.

I muss point yon to one admirable and sirong charaeteris-
tic in him. He sought with young men, in whom he felt an in-
terest, to graft them as it were, with his own indomitable will, en-
ergy and perseverance. ¥ can truly say thai, althongh I was often
overtasked bevond my powers, and even to the injury, no doubt,
of my bealth, se that his course seemed to me to De over-exacting
and oppressive, yet that he constantly incited me to progress in all
the variong modes and departments of mental culture, even in. mu-
gig, the influence of which he deemed of great importance, althongh
he had bot little tuste for, and no kunowledge of it himself; and
that my suecess in life, as far as I have enceeedod, hus been owing
to the habits of induslry aud perseversnce which were formed en-
der hig training.

“* As to the charecter of his mind, it would be probably pre-
gumiptuous in me to attempt to analyze it. If I should express an
opinion, it would be that it wae not large, comprebensive, and
philosophieal, but rather guick, penetrating and discerning. He
was a shrewd planner, and indefatigable and }iersevering in carry-
ing out his plans, although he did nev alwaystsucceed in accom-
plishing them. He was a good echolar, acquainted with polite
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literatare, and apoke the French und Spanish—the former finently.
I think his heart was nov in the profession of the law, and that he
followad it principally for its gains. He was, however, a good
lawyer, was versed in the common, civil, and international law ;
doquainted generally with the reports of adjndicated cases, and, in
preparing important cages, usnally traced up the law to its ancient
gonrees. But political and military life seemed to interest him
more than anyihing else, althongh he never neglected his businese,
He prided himself probably more upon his military gualities than
upon any other, and if he could have gratified his ambitiou by
becoming Emperor of Mexico he wounld no doubt have been in his
glor.‘v.l’

Concerning_ Burr’s habite in regard to money, the following
pleasant anecdote is related by Mr. Parton in his life of the
Colonel.  ** An anecdote,” says he, *‘related to me by Lhe wife of
one of Burr’s partners, will serve to illustrate his infirmity with
regard to the use of money. He may have been sevensy yeurs old
when the circumstances took place. The lady chanced to be sit-
ting in the office one morning, when Burr received a large amounnt
of money in bills, and, as his habits with regard fo money had
often been the subject of remark in the hounse, she watched his pro-
ceedings with curicsity. She saw him first take a law-book from
an upper shelf, put a fifty dollar note between its leaves, and re-
place the book on the shelf, The rest of the money he deposited
in the middle of his table ag usual. He had, on that morning, an
extraordinary coucounrse of begging visitors, of whom no one
seemed to go empty away, and by three o’clock in the afternocon,
the well was exhausted. An honr later, Col. Burr looked at his
-watch, sprang frem his chair, and began hastily to pack his port-
mantean with law papers, in preparation for a journey to Albany,
-where he hud business im the courts. When he was ready, he
looked into his receptacle for mobey and discovered that it was
empty. Amn examination of his pockets disclosed only a few coins.
‘ Bless me!’ he exclaimed, * I have to go to Albany in half an hour
and have no money.” Could madame lend him ten dollars?
"‘Madame could not, Would madame oblige him by stepping over
and asking her good mother to lend him the amount ? Madame
was of opinion that her good mother wonld not lend Col. Burr any
more money. He was at his wit’s end; at lengih she said, * But,
Colonel, what are you going to do with the fifty dollar bill in that
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haok yonder?” < O! I forgot,” he eaid ; © 1 put it there this morn-
ing on purpose. What a treasure you are to remind me of it.>>:

The following reminiscence from a New York newspaper will
bie fonnd interesting, °‘ Just round the corner (from Broadway)
in BReade Street—we believe on gronnd now occupied by Stewart’s
—was the office, for many of the later years of hie life, tenanted
by Aaron Burr. We, when a boy, remember seeing him there
often. It was a dark. smoky, obscure sort of & double-room, typi-
cal of his fortunes. Burr had entirely logt caste for thirty years
before he died, and whatever may be eaid of his character and
conduet, we think nothing can excose the craven meanness of the
many, who, having fawned around him in the days of his eleva-
tion, deserted and reviled him in the aftertime of misfortune.
"Barr had much of the bad man in him (faith, we’d like to see
the human mould that has not), but he was dauntless, intellectual,
and possessed the warm temperament of an arfist. Yes, we re-
member well that dry, bent, brown-faced little old man, polite as

- Chesterfield himself, that used o sit by an aneient baize table, in
the half-light of the dust-covered room, there—mnot offen with
work to do—indeed he generally seemed meditating,

““We can now understand it all, though he seemed a strange
personage then. What thonghts must have burned and whirled
throngh that old man’s brain—%ke, who came within a vote or two
of seating himself as a successor of Washington. Even to our boy-
ich judgment then, he was invested with the dignity of a historie
theme. e had all the air of a gentleman of the old schosl, was
respectful, self-possessed and bland, but never familiar. He had
geen a hondred men morally as nnscropulous as bhimeself, more
tucky, for some reason or other, than himself. He was down ; he
was old. He awaited his fate with Bpartan calmness—knowing
that nof a tear wounld fall when he should be put under the sod.”

At my request, Mr, Parion kindly transmitted to me the Burr
papere which had collected since his work was published, with
full permission to use them ag I thought best. Among them I find
this interesting extraet, from a religious journal, concerning Gol.
Burr’s early education:

“ The oldest zon of President Edwards congratulating & friend
on having a family of sons, said to him with much earnestness,
‘ Remember there is but one mode of family government. 1 have
bronght up and educated fourteen boye, two of whom I brought,
or rather suffered to grow up without the rod. One of those was
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my youngest brother,* and the other Aaron Burr, my sister’s only
gon, both of whom had lost their parenis in childhood, and from
-my obaervation and experience, I tell yon, sir, a maple-sugar gov-
ernment will never answer. Beware how you let the first act of
disobedience in your little boys go unnoticed, and nnless evidence
of repentance be manifest, unpunished.”* §

No doubt, the stern paritan was bnt an indifferent master for
go headstrong a yonth, still it was evident that Col. Burr’s msny
serious faults were not glf the resnlt of a defective edueation.
Bome of them were perhaps inherited. Thoronghly furnished as
he was, mentally and physically, there was yet something lacking
in hie moral make-up, otherwise he would have been perfect. It
wounld be cmrions too, if we should be able to find the cause of
thie.

The genealogist will remember that the Edwards blood was
not without taint, that the grandmother of Jonathan Edwards was
insane, and that several of her family were victims of the same
distressing malady, Whether this had any effect upon the tem-
perament of her remote descendant, Col. Barr, we neither main-
tain mor deny. The fact iz mentioned as affording food for
thought to the curionas,

Among the papers above referred to I also found a letter from
Ool. Burr to a legal friend in New York, which, as showing the
sprightliness and vivacity of his spirit, that even age could not
tame, I feel moved to produce here. It is dated at Albany, March
15th, 1814 )

“1 pray you never again to be gilent, in hopes, etc. That
apology has been worn out more than 1000 years ago; from you
something original is expected. Letters which require and de-
gerve to be anawered at all, should be answered immediately.
Your pleadings, though not very technicsl, are in snhbstance good
as to the point charged, but not altogether satisfactory as to the
subzequent pericd. Keep a better lookout, Yes, send copies of
my letters to Graves and Mad. F. by the Cartel abount to eail for
Goitenburg. To the letter of Mad. F. add

¢ P. 8. 17eme Mars, 1814,
“Le sauvage est acinellment 4 cent liemes dans Vintérieure

* Pierrepont Bdwarda,
+ 'This ¢s noi in character with what Col. Burr nsed to relate as to hie uncle's mode of

government, for we have Burr's own testimony, that cn one oceasiom, at least, his nnele
“ licked him like a gack.”
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gur une affaire trés intéressante pour lui et ponr A. H. C ; on aura
le resultat au bout d’un mois,’ *

¢ 8till, my dear John, I am a sceptic abont your health. You
-have not been pleased to name your Hippocrate. I can at this
distunce give no instraction, other than that you observe a very
temperate diet. About three weeks ago I enclosed you twenty
dollars, 4. e., ten for Nancy, and fen for contingencies, the reeeipt
hag not been acknowledged. I no longer hear anything of the
employment of your time. ¥t is feared that things do not go
well ¢ A. B”

From ** Personal Recollections of Aaron Burr,”” published in a
late issue of the Cincinnali Commercial, I extract the following : <°1
onee heard Hon. Edward Everstt relata an incident that occurred
in Albany in his presence, that forcibly displayed his power over
minds the most strongly biased against him. If was immediately
after his seeret and sad return from Europe. A case of great
pecuniary importance, if I remember right, of the Van Renaselaers
againgt the city, in which the plaintiffs had spparently made no
preparations for an advocate, only emploving a voung lawyer to
prepare and present the case. Surprise at this fact became indig-
nation, when it was whispered about that Aaron Burr had returned
from Europe and was employed in the case. Such wae the indig-
nation that court and bar congpired to put him down with coughs,
hisees and jeers,—that they would not hear him,—as an advocate
lynch him. The trial proceeded, and at the proper time a side
door opened, and a litéle figure walked silently in, and addressed
the court. Not a cough, hiss, stamp, seratch of s pen, or even
breath, or apparently a wink, disturbed that calm musical voice
during a long speech, and the case was won.”

A few vears before his death Col. Burr married Madame Jumel,
& wealthy lady of New York, and many years his junior. The
marriage resulted unhappily, and affer a few months was annulled.

In December, 1833, while Col. Burr was walking in Brosdway
with a friend, he was stricken with a paralysis, which confined
him for some weeks to his room. He recovered from this attack,
however, almost wholly, and was seen abont the streets as usual.

* This * postacript ** might be freely tranelated, ' The savege is actually away a hun-
dred miles in the Interlor, on an affair very interesting to himeelf and to A. H. C. ; ozne may
expeck to hear the reanlt by the end of the month."

Perhaps some one who remembers the men and thinge of that period, esn iell s who the
“gavape ™ and A, M. Q. weee,

1 For other lerters of Col, Burr, sec Appendix C.

E ]
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Thia was followed in a few mouths by a second stroke, which de-
prived him forever of ail use of his lower limbs ; two years of inac-
tion then followed, during which, althongh his mind was asactive
and strong as ever, his physical powers were gradumally failing.
During these years he was the honored guest of a lady, whose
father had been his intimate iriend, and who had herself known
him from childhood. Thiz lady proved to be a trne Samaritan,
one of those rare sonls who embody the truths of Christianity in
their lives. Unmindful of the construction put upon her acts by
society, ghe cared for the old man with tender assiduity, as long as
life lasted, and after his death used both tougue and pen in defend-
ing his memorv.

In the spring of 1836, he grew rapidly weaker, and it became
evident to all that he had not many months to live. It chanced
that the honse oceupied by his kind benefactress was ro be pnlled
down that summer, and the Colonel was removed for che season to
Port Richmond, on Staten Island, Here he died on Wednesday,
the 14th of September, 1836, aged nearly eighty-one years.

The Rev. Dr, Vanpelt of the Dusch Reformed Church fre-
quently visited him during his last days and administered spirit-
nal consolation ; and Col. Burr always received his visiss with
courtesy and thankfulness. On one of these occasions, in answer
to the Doetor’s queries as fo his view of ihe Holy Scriptures, he

“ regponded, ¢ they are the most perfect system of truth the world
has ever geen.” At his last visit the clergyman inquired as io his
faith in God and his hope of salvation throngh the merits of
Christ, to which he responded with evident emotion, °that on
that snbjeet he was coy,” meaning as the Doctor thonght, that on
a subjeet so momentous, he felt cantions about expressing an
opinion.

A small parfy of friends accompanied {he body to Princeten,
where, in the college chapel, the funeral ceremomies were per-
formed, The fuperal sermon was preached by Dr. Carnahan,
then Pregident of the college. It was charitable in tone, and was
delivered before a large andience, composed of the townepeople
and the college students.

His remains were followed to the grave by the faculty and Cli-
osophic Society of the college, a large body of citizens and by ade-
tachment of the Mercer Guards of Princeton, who fired over his
grave the customary volleys.

His grave is near those of his honored fakher and grandfather,
9
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and ig marked by a simple and unpretentions monament of marble,
which bears thig inseription :

AARON BURR.
Baorn Februoary 6th, 1736,
Died September 14th, 1838,

A Colonel in the Army of the Revolation.
Vice President of the United States from 1801 to 1805,









THEODOSIA BURR ALSTON. [256]

BorN at Albany, 1783, lost at sea in Jannary, 1813—between
the two dates fill in such joy, brilliant promise, beanty, aceom-
plishments, intense sorrow, and tragic fate, as never woman
knew before, and one has the history of this remarkable lady
in epitome.

No daunghter ever received a heartier welcome to the home and
hearts of her parents, and none ever awakened greater parental
care and solicitude than did she, Her father was so eonstitnted,
that while he would have been proud of, and honored a son, a
daughter called out all the strength and affection of his nature,
and he devoted himself to her care and education with a zeal and
assiduity that knew no cessation. With the earliest glimmering
of reagon, her ednoation began, She was targhs to sleep alone in
the rooms of the great mansion at Richmond Hill, to be prompt,
diligent, and sel-reliant, polite and mannerly to all, kind and con-
siderate to her inferiors, and was gronnded in all the elements of
a golid and ornamental edocation. As the age of ten, ‘“ she was
precocious, like all her race, and was accounted a prodigy ; and she
teally was a child of precocious endewments.” She is also spoken
of at this time ag having the family diminutiveness, and as being
a plump, pretty, and blooming girl. Her father had the ntmaost
horror of her growing into the mere fashionable woman of society,
and, while asenator at Philadelphia, thus wrobe to hiz wife on
the subject—:* Corsed effecta of fashionable education, of which
both sexes are thé advocates, and yours the victims; if I could
foresee that Theo. would become a mere fashionable woman with
all the attendsnt frivolity, snd vaenity of mind, adorned with
whatever grace or allarement, I would earnestly pray Ged to take
her forthwith hence.” There was not mnch danger of her becom-
ing so, for at the time that letter was written, she was reading
Horace and Terence in the original, mastering the Greek grammar,
studying Gibbon, speeking French, practicing on the piane, and
taking lessons in dancing and skating.

At the age of fourteen, she hecame the migtress of her father’s
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mansion st Richmond Hill, and entertained his ntmerous ‘guests,
—senators, judges, grave divines, foreign notabilities—with the
most charming grace and digoity. At that early age she was her
father’s friend and counsellor. She wrote leiters that displayed
a masculine force and directness. She translated grave politieal
treatises from English ¢o French, was familiar with the phile-
sophical and economical writers of “her day, and proficient in the
Greek, Latin, and German toungnes, and was, what she is freely
admitted to have been, the most charming and accomplished
woman of her day. In her eightsenth year she was married to
Joseph Alston of South Carolina, then twenty-two vears of age, a
gentleman of large wealth and assured position, and a lawyer by
profession, though he had never entered into practice.

It waz the gossip of the day, and still believed by some, that
ghe was forced into this marriage by her father, from politieal and
prudential reasons chiefly, while she was really in love with a
young writer of the town, one Washington Irving, whose articles
in the newspaupers of the day were then attracting muoch attention,
But the story lacks confirmation. Irving and the lovely Theo-
dosia were acquaintances, if is true, and frequently met in society,
but there is no proof of any intimacy between them,

Immedistely after her marriage, the bride accompanied her
husband to South Carolina, and the happy pair took up their resi-
dence at the Quks, the patrimonia] estate’ of Mr. Alston, and one
of the most charming of SBouth Carolina homes, Soon after his
marriuge, the young husband, spurred by Ceol. Baurr'a vigorous
mind, entered public life, and in & few years, by the aid of his tal-
ents and position, was elected Chief Magistrate of the State. To
add vo the yonng wife’s happiness, & beautiful boy was born in
the first vesur of her marriage, which wae christened Aaron Burr
Alston, around whom the liveliess hopes of the parents and of
the far-off grandfather as well, cinatered. This event we may
suppose completed the sum of her happinese ; indeed her life, for
the firat five years of her marriage, was all brightness and sun-
ghine, An honored wife and proud mother, beautiful, accom-
plished, and fascinating, a Vice President’s daughter, and a Gov-
ernor’s wife, leading the society of two States, petted and adored by
all—who conld at this time have foreseen her coming misfortunes
and tragic fate.

In the sammer of 1806, she spent some weeks with her father
at Blennerhaspet’s Island, and on the Cumberland. Ion the fall
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they parted ; he to plant his colony on the Washita, and if eventa
favored, to seat himself on the throne of the Monteznmas ; she to
return to South Carolina, and wait. The winter passed. In Muy
she wag horrified to learn that her futher was in jail at Richmond,
and sbout to be tried for his life on a charge of treason, but let-
ters from her father which swiftly followed the news, allayed in
gome measare, ber apprehensions. ‘They assured her of his inno- -
cence, that his arrest was the work of his political enemies, snd
that they would be foiled, and himself completely exonerated from
all charges.

But the devoted danghter felt that she must be with her father
in this hour of adversity, and at once set out for Richmond ; she
arrived a few days before the trial began, and remained ondil it
wae concluded by the sequittal of her father, epending most of
the time in the prizson with him, and proudly sgharing the edinm
that was gathering about his name.

What she thought, and how she felt in regard tw her father's
alleged crime, and the labors of his enemies, is very frankly stated
in the follawing letter written to a friend at the conelusion of the
trial :

‘1 have this moment received a message from court, unnoune-
ing to me that the jury bas bronght in u verdict of acguittal, and
I hasten to inform vou of it, my dear, to allay the anxiety whick,
with even tnore than your wsual sweetness, you have expressed in
your letter of the 22d of July. It afflicts me, indeed, to shink that
youn chonid have snffered so much from sympathy with the im-
agined state of my feelings; for the knowledge of my father’s in-
nocence, my ineffable contempt for his enemies, and the elevation
of his mind, have kept me above any sensations bordering on de-
pression. Indeed, my father, so far from accepting of sympathy,
has contiunally animated all around him ; it was common to see
his desponding friends filled with alarm at some new occurrence,
terrified with some new appearance of danger, fly to him in search
of enconragement and support, and laughed oat of their fears by
the subject of them. This I have witnessed every day, and it
slmost persnaded me that he possessed the seeret of repellmg dan-
ger as well as apprehension. Since my residence here, of which
gome days and a night were passed in the penitentiary, our little
family circle hus been a scene of unincerrupred gavery. Thus vou
gee, my lovely sister, this visit haa been a real party of pleasnre.
From many of the firat inhabitants, I have received the mosi un-
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-remitting and delicate attentions, sympathy indeed, of any L-ever
-experienced.”

Nor did her devotion falter during subsequent years, when her
father was an exile, and in his own country everywhere spoken
againat, She gladly shared his reproach, as she had his honor;
and for those who, without a particle of evidence, and in the face
of his trinmphant vindication by the courts, conld condemn and
ostragize the innocent, she expressed only the most unmitigated
contempt. Meantime she wrote letiers of womanly tenderness and
cheer to the exile, and eagerly watched the political horizon for
signs of an abatement of the popular resentment. Bhe also ad-
dressed letters to eminent public men, pleading her father’s canse;
and asking their opinion as to his safety should he venture to re-
turn to his native land. Some idea of the style and force of these
epistles may be gathered from the following, addressed to Mre
James Madison, wife of the President, on this subject, and with
whom she had been quite intimate in brighter days :

Rocry Brver SPRiNas, June™4th, 1809,

Mapawm :—You may perhaps be sarprised at receiving a letter
from one with whom you have had so little interconrse for the last
few years. But your purprise will cease when you recollect that
my father, once your friend, is now in exile; and that the Presi-
deni only cau restore him to me, and to his country. Hver since
the choice of the people was first declared in favor of Mr. Madison,
my heart, amid fthe universal jo¥, has beat with the hope that I
too should soon have reason to rejoice. Convinced that Mr. M';d:-
son would neither fecl, nor jodge, from the feelings or judgmeqi_;
of others, I had no doubt of his bastening to relieve a man, whose
character he had been enabled to appreciate during a cunﬁdentml
interconrse of long continuance, and whom he must know incapa-
ble of the designa attributed to him. My anxiety on this subject
has, however, become too painful to be alleviated by antieipations
which no events have yet tended to justify, and in this staie of in-
tolerable suspense, I have determined to address myself te you,
and request that vou will, in my name, apply fo the President for
aremoval of the proscention now existing against Aaron Burr. I
still expect it from him, as & man of feeling and eandor, as one
acting for the world and for posterity.

. Statesmén,. T am a.wme deem it necessary that semtiments of
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liberality, and even justice, shonld yield to eonsiderations of poliey,
but what policy can require the sbsence of my father ai present ?
Even had he contemplated the project for which he stands ax-
raigned, evidently to pursue it any fnrther wonld now be impossible.
There iz not left one pretext of alarm, even to calumny. For be-
reft of fortune, of popular favor, and almoge of friends, what could
he-accomplish ; and whatever may be the apprehensions, or clamors
of the ignorant and the interested, surely the timid, illiberal sys-
tem which wonld =aerifice a man to 2 remote and unreasonable
posgibility that he might infringe some law founded on an unjust,
nnwarrantable snspicior that he would desire it, cannot be ap-
proved by Mr. Madison. and muost be unnecessary to a President
so loved, so honored. Why then, iz my father banished from a
eountry for which he has encountered wounds, and dangers, and
fatigue, for years? Why is he driven from his friends, from an
only child, to pass an unlimited time in exile, and that, too, at
an age when otherz are reaping the harvest of past toils, or ought
at least to be providing seriously for the comfort of ensning
yearz ? I do not seek to soften you by this recapitulation. I wish
only to remind yon of all the injuries which are inflicted on one
of the first characters the United States ever produced. Perhaps
it may be well io assure yon, there is mo trath in a report lately
cirenlated, that my father intends returning immediately.

He never will return to conceal himself in a country on whieh
he has conferred distinction. To whatever fate Mr. Madison may
doom this application, I trost it will be treated with delicacy. Of
thie I am the more desirous, as Mr. Alstor iz ignorant of the step
I have taken in writing to you, which, perhaps nothing could ex-
cuse but the warmth of filial affection. If it be an error, abtrib-
ute it to the indisereet zeal of a daunghter whose soul sinks at the
gloomy prospeet of along and indefinite separation from a father
almost adored, and who can leave nothing unattempted, which of-
fers the slightest hope of procuring him redress, What indeed
wonld I not risk once more to see him, to hang upen him, o
place my child mpon his koee, and again sperd my days in the
havpy occupation of endeavoring to anticipate his wishes. Let me
entreat, my dear madam, that you will have the consideration
and goodness to answer mwe as speedily as posgible ; my heartis
gore with donbt and patient waiting for something definite. No
apologiez are made for giving you this trouble, which I am snre
you will not deem it irksome fo take for a daunghter, an affec-
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tionate daughter thus situated. Inclose your letter for me to
A. J. Prederie Prevost, Hsq., near New Rochelle, New York.
That every happiness may attend you is the sincere wish of

TrE0. BORE ALSTON.
To Mrs. James Madison, Washington, D. C.

It was from assurances received i answer to this letter, that
Col. Burr, in 1810, began to think once more of hig native land.
In the spring of 1812 her father arrived in Boston, but hardly had
the news of his arrival reached her, when she was ealled-upon to
snffer a bereavemeni, beside which those that had preceded it
seemed trifles light as air. Her boy, her only child, a handezome
promiging lad of eleven years, the “little Gamp” so frequently
mentioned in Burt’s letters, sickened and died. This blow shat-
tered in an instant the hopes of years, and plunged hoth parents
and grandfather in the deepesi depths of afflietion,

“But a few miserable days past,” wraote the poor bereaved
mofher to her father, announcing her loss, ‘“ and your late letters
would have gladdeved my soul, and even now I rejoice at their
contents, ag much az it is possible for me to rejoice at anything 3
but there is no more joy for me. The world iz a blank. I have
lost my boy. My child is gone forever. He expired on the 30th
of June. My hkead is notsufficiently eollected to say anything fur-
ther. May heaven by other things make youn some amends for the
noble grandson you have lost. He was eleven years old.” The
mother naver recovered Irom the effects of thie shock.

For years her health had been delicate, owing in some meas-
ure, no doubt, to the unfavorable influence of the climate, and as
early as 1805, she bad been forced to admit the probability of an
early death, and at that time prepared a letfer to be given to her
husband after her death, and which was found among her’ effects
after her decease in 1812. This letter, a0 natural, and so charac-
teristic, conveys a better idea of the life and character of this re-
markable woman, than conid pages of studied deseription and
eulogy. It was intended for oneeye alone, but as it has been before
published, and as it exhibiis its author in & most favorable ]lght,
there can be no impropriety in repredocing it hers,

The following is the letter : .
Aug. 8, 1805,

“ Whether it is the effect of extreme debility and disordered
. nerves, or whether it is really presentiment, vhe existence of ‘which

-
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T have often been told of and always doubted. I can not tell ; but
something whizspers me that my end approaches. In vain I rea-
gon with myeelf; in vain I ocoupy my mind and seek to fix my
attention on other snbjects ; there is about me that dreadin] heav-
iness and sinking of the heart, that awfui foreboding of which it
is impossible to divest myself,

¢ Perhapa T am now etanding on the brink of eternity, and ere
I pinnge in the fearful abyss, I have some few requests to make.
I wish your sisterz {one of them, it Is immaterial which} would
seleet from my clothes certain things which, they will easily per-
ceive, belong o my mother. These, with whaiever lace they find
in a large trank in a garret-voom of fhe Oaks House, added to a
little satin-wood box, (the largest, and having a lock and key) and
a black satin embroidered box with a pin-cushion ; all Ehese things
I wish they would put together in one trunk, and send them ie
Frederic Prevost, with the enclosed letter.”

Then follow several beguests, after which the leiter continues :

“ To you, my beloved, I leave my child, the chiid of my bosom,
who was once a part of myself, and from whom I shall shortly be
separated by the cold grave. You love him now, henceforth love
him for me alzo. And oh, my husband, astend to this last prayer
of a doting mother. Never, never, listen to what uny other per-
son tells you of him. Be yourself his judge on ail occasions. He
has faults ; see them and correct them yourself. Desist not an
instant from your endeavors to secure his confidence. It is a
work which requires as much uniformity of conduet as warmth of
affection toward him,

“] know, my beloved, that yon can perceive what is right on
this sabject, as on every other. But recolleet, these ure the last
wordz Iean ever utfer. It will tranquillize my last moments to
have disburdened myself of them. I fear you will scarcely be
able to read this secrawl, but I feel hurried and agitated. Death is
not weleome to me ; I confess it is ever drended. You have made
me too fond of life. Adten then, thou kind, thou tender husband.
Adien, friend of my heart. May heaven prosper you, and may we
meet hereafter. Adiew, perhaps we may never see each other
again in this world. Youn are away; I wished to hold you fast, and
prevent you from geing this morning,

“ But He who is wisdom itself ordains events ; we must submit
to them, Least of all should I murmur. I on whom so many
bileseings have been showered, whose days have been numbered by
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bounties, who have had such a husband, such a child, and sueh a
father. Oh, pardon me, my God, if I regret leaving these. T re-
sign myself. Adieu once more snd for the last fime, my beloved.
Speak of me often to our son, Lef him love the memory of his
mother, and let him know how he was loved by her.
Your wife, your fond wife,
Taeo.”

This letter was written in the summer of 1805. In this sum-
mer of 1812, her malady had greatly increased. She sank info a
listleaz apathetic atate, pitiful to see and from which it was diffi-
cult to rouse her, Her boy was dead, henceforth life wes a blank,
and existence a burden.

In the fall, ber father, alarmed, insisted that she should come
North ; he even sent an old friend o her home to accompany her
on the journey, It was manifestiy impossible for her in her eu-
feebled state to make the journey by land, and the party, com-
prising Theodosia, her maid, her physician and Mr. Green, pro-
ceeded to Charleston, and embarked on a small schooner called the
Patriot. The vessel sailed on the 30th of December, 1812, and
was never again heard of,

It was the commonly received opinion that she foundered ofE
Hatteras, in a heavy storm that visited the coast a few days after
she left port ; bot forty years after, a paragraph appeared in a
Texan newapaper and went the rounds of the press, giving a differ:
ent version of her fate.

This paragraph purported to be the confession of a sailor, who
had recently died in Texas, and who declared on his death bed
that he was one of the crew of the Patriot in December 1812, and
that during the vovage the sailors mutinied and murdered all the
officers and passengers, Mrs. Alston being the last to wallt the
plank,

T'o this statement the Pennsylvania Enguirer added corrobor&
tive evidence as follows :

¢ An item of news just now going the rounds relates that a saﬂor,
who died in Texas, confessed on his death bed that he was one of
the crew of mutineers who, some forty years ago, took possession of
a brig on ifs passage Irom Charleston to New York, and caused all
the officers and passengers to walk the plank. For forty years the
wretched man has carried about the dreadful secret, and died at
Iast in an agony of despair.
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*“ What gives this story additional interest is the fact that the
vessel referred to is the one in which Mrs. Theodosia Alston, the
beloved daughter of Aaron Burr, took passage for New York, for
the purpose of meeting her parent in the darkest days of his exist-
ence, and which, never having been heard of, was supposed to
bave besn foundered ai sea.

¢ The dying sailor professed to remember her well, said she was
the last who perished, and that he never forgot her look of despair
as ahe took the last séep from the fatal plank. On reading this ac-
count, I regarded it a8 a fietion ; but on conversing with an officer
of the navy he assures me of the probable truth, and states that on
one of his passages home some years ago, his vessel brought two
pirates in irons, who were subsequently executed at Norfolk for
recent offences, and who, hefore their execution, confessed that
they had been members of the same crew and participated in the
marder of Mrs. Alston and her companions.

* Whatever opinion may be entertained of the father,the memory
of the daughter must be revered as one of the loveliest and most
excellent of Ameriean women, and the revelation of her nntimely
fate can only serve to invest that memory with a more tender and
melancholy interest,’

And this is all that ean be certainly known in regard to her
death. The reader will draw his own conclusions ; but in either
case what a tragic fate was hers!

To her father thid was the ““event that separated him from the
human race.” To her husband thus doubly bereaved, it proved
a blow from the effects of which he never fully recovered. He
survived his wife and child but a few years, dying at Charleston,
Sept. 10th, 18186, at the early age of thirty-eight years.
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ABBREYIATIONS

b. for born.

d.fox died.

dec, for deceassd.

bapt. for baptized.

. for aged.

abt, for abont,

hef, for bafore.

chil, for children.

dau. for danghter.

Bap, for Bapfist.

Cong. for Congregationalist,
Meth. for Methodist. - . -~
Pres, for Presbytetian. :
Epis. for Episcopal.

m. for married.

- Ree, for Reeord,

AND EXPLANATIONS.

nnm. for unmarried.

mem. ch, for member of the chureh.
Ins. for Inscription on tombstone.
Invy, for Inventory.

grad. for gradusted.

rem. for removed,

Pai. for Parish.

Rep. for representative.

raa, for resides or residence.
w, for wife.

wid. for widow. .

yr. fof year.

Coll, for College.

Univ. for University.

Other abbreviations are used whose meaning will be o'bvious.‘ When
town and family records disagree, both dates are generally given. An inter-

rogetion mark ( #) implies doubt.

Nemes are spelled as given by the family.

Birth-places are not always given with dates of birth, but can be ascertained
by reference to the residence of the person’s father at the time of birth,
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'1l. JEHUE BURRE,’

‘b, in England about 1600, d. in Fuirfield abont 1670. Wifes
name unknown.* There is no record of his will or distribotion of
hiz estate in the Fairfield Records. He had four sons—gerbaps
daughteis,

2. Jeau,2 b, in Eng

3. JouN,? b. in Eng.

4, NATHANIEL,?

5. Daxres.?

SECOND GENERATION.

JEHU BURR,? [2] or Fairrierp, Cr.,

m. lst, Mary, dao. of Audrew Ward, of Fairtield ; they had two
chil, '

6. DaNigEn® °

7. EsTHER,®

He m. 2d, Esther, widow of Joseph Boosey, of Westchester,
Conn. Chil.:

8. Prryp,® b. March, 1667.

9. BAMUEL,®

10, Erizasere?

11. Saran®

12, JoaNwa®

13. ABIGAIL.S

i4. - MarYS3

Will dated Jan, 7, 1689, Inv. of estate. Oct. 30. 1692. None
of daus. were then m. except Mary, who had m. Saml. Wakeman,
of F. and died vorng. leaving oune dan.

_ * Will of S8amuel Burr, of Charlestown, mentlons s grandfather Stedman ; his mother
wis then a Stedman.
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Mayor JOHN BURR,? [3] or Fairrierp, Cr.,

m. Sarah Fitch, dan, of Thomas, of F., an important man in the
colony. Chil.:

15, Joux,®b. May 2, 1673,

16. Davip}?

1%. SawvEL,?b. Apr., 1697.

18. JOHNATHAN,®

19. JosEepE,? d. in infancy.

20. SapaE,®m. June 20, 1692, Bev. Charles Chauncy, first
pastor of Stratficld Cong. Ch., now * old north ” Bridgeport. He
wag 8. of Rev. Israel Ohauneey, Cong. clergyman of Stratford, one
of the original founders of Yale Coll., elected its President in 1701,
bot declined, and grandeon of Rev, Charlezs Chauncey, formerly
Prof. of Greek und Latin, at Cambridge University, Eng., and
afterwarde the well known Pres. of Harvard Coll., in thie country.
Rev. Charles, the vounger, was the great grandfather of Commo-
dore Izaac Chauncey, who distinguished himself in the war of 1812.
His w. Sarah d. in 1697 leaving a son Israel. Rev. Oharles Chaun-
cey d. Dee. 31, 1714

21. MarY,* m. —— Osborn and had ehil.

22. DEoBAE,® m. —— Treadwell had chil.

Will dated March 19, 1694, Admitted fo probate Nov. &,
16%94. Inv, same date.

Mary and Deborah were then minors, Major John Burr d.
Qctober, 1694

NATHANIEL BURR? [4] or Farrrierp, Cr.,

b. probably in Springfield, about 1640, Made freeman in 1664 in
Fairfield, Constabls in 1669. Rep. Oct., 1692, March, 1693, Oet.,
1693, Feb., 1694, Oct., 1695. Petitioned Gen. Court Qct. 14, 1697,
as adm. on estate of Eliphilet Hill, for permission to sell lands of
the estate, sufficient to pay Jawful debts,

He had several grants of land from the town as follows : * Feb.
12, 1869, a parcel of land in Fairfield, being in guantity 12 acres,
32 rods, be it more or less, bounded on the west and north with
highways, and on the south, with land of ., and on the east,
with common land.™ Jan. 6, 1673.  Nathaniel Burr purchased
4 parcels of land, and was granted 14 acres by the town.” May, |
1682, he received a grant of land in the old Indian field and bonght
5 parcels. Nov. 23, 1694, he deedod to Daniel Silliman 1 parcel of
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meadow land, in quantity 2 acres, more or less, bounded on the
southeast by land of Daniel Burr, ete. These are the only mentions
of his name in the Fairfield town records. His long lof was the
38th from the Stratford line, and fronted on what iz known as
Burr’s highway ; it was 26 rods, 1 link in width.

He m. first, Sarah, dan. of Andrew Ward of F. and sister of
Mary, w, of Johue. Chil :

23. SanaH.® who m, John Wheeler of I,

24, NATHANIEL?®

He m. second Ann ——, Chil. :

25. Jouxw,%b. May, 1673.

26. DANIELS.

27. ANN,® m.—— Allen.

28. MARY,> m. —— Sabers,
29. HsTtHER,® m, —— Sloss.
30. RERECCA,®* m. —— Sherwood.

Will dated Feb. 22, 1712, Proved, March 5, 1712,
Fac.gimile of Antograph :

Afali 3 0 oy
e 4y

DANIEL BURR,: {5] or FairmeLn, Cz.,

made freeman in 1668. General Coart of May 8, 1690, appointed
hitn Commissary for Fairfield Co. There is uo record of kis hold-
ing other public office.

May 15, 1668, he bought of Andrew Ward one corner lot mth
all the appartenances thereto belonging : at the same time he re-
ceived a grant of 13 acres from the fown, and also boughi several
parcels of land ; in 1681 he exchanged with the town, 2 parcels of
land and bought a large tract; in 1683 he again appears as & large
purchaser of land.

His long lot was separated from Nathaniel’'s by Burr’s high-
way,. and was 24 rods, 23 links in width.

He m. Abigail, dsu, of Henry Glover of New Haven, Dec. 11,
1678, Ohil :

31. DaNtEL3

32. APRIGAILS m. Daniel Lockwood.

33. 8ErE SAMUELY
10
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34. SaMynL®

35. ELLen.? :

86. DEBORAH,® m. a Perry and had chil. : 1, Sarak, 2, 4bigail,
8, Joseph, 4, Dandel, and 5, Nathaniel.

8%. HELLiNAH,® m. Ensign John Andrews and had chil.-
1, John, 2, Abigail, 3, Hellinah, 4, Dandel, and 5, Bbenczer,

38. MEHrTaBLE® m, a Strong, and had 1 child, 1, Mehifable,

Daniel and Abigail contested the will, and the estate was not
distributed antil 1751, Daniel, Ellen and Deborah were then de-
ceased, leaving heirs. No will is found. Inv. presenied Nov. 8,
1695, His w. Abigail’s estate dis. Jan, 25, 1722,

THIRD GENERATION,
DANIEL BURR?® {6] oF FairmEeLp, (T,

m, ——, Chil:

39. JEuoe.!

40. STerHER,! bapt. Oct.3, 1698,

41. PETER,‘ hapt. July 23, 1700,

42, JaNE;* bapt. Apr. 17, 1702, m. —— Sherwood.

43. Marv,* bapt. May 30, 1709, m, —— Meeker of Red-
ding, Ct.

44, Davip,* bapt. Jan. 1, 1710,

45. Moses.

— 46, Aanox,*b. Jan._4, 1716.

47, BLizABETH,' m. —— Hull

48. Hanwam?

Daniel, the £, 4. 1722,

Tu the distribution of his estate, is mentioned the farm on As-
petuck river, land on Saco Neck, the new homse, barn, orchard,
and homestead, a farm at Deerfield, zalt meadow in Ward’s lot,
100 acres near Daniel Bulkly’s, the farm at Newtown, eto.

Rev. Aaron Burr’s portion amonnted to £545 10s,

Juoee PETER BURR,? [8] or Farnrierp, Or.,

m. Sarah ——  Chil. :

49. TaapDEUR,?* bapt. Sept, 8, 1700,

50, ABIGATL! bapt, Oet. 25, 1702, m. her cousin Ephraim
Buarr,

51. GersHoM,! bapt. March 9, 1707,
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523, Euxice,* bapt. July 2, 1710, m. about 1781, Benjamin
Wynkoop, bapt. May 23, 1705, son of Benjamin of New York, who
was 5. of Cornelius Wynkoop of Kingston, N. Y., and he a son of
Peter Wynkoop of Albany. one of the first of the name in America.
They had chil., 1, Benjamnin, bapt. Apr. 9, 1732 (N. Y. Ree.),
2, Cagtaime, bapt. Sept. 21, 1735 (Fairfield Rec.), m. May 1, 1754,
Gideon Willis, 3, Bunice, bapt. Apr. 8 1739, Said te have m. a
Mr. Smedley, and to have res. at Canandaigas, N. Y.

Benjomin,® m. March 6, 1754, Griselda Frost, dau. of Jabez
Frost of Fairfield, their chil. were 1, dérakom—snpposed to have
been captured by the British during the Rev.—2, Benjomin. b. Apr.
10, 1769, m. Sept. 7, 1796, Hannah Wynkeop, and settled at Che-
mung, N.Y., 3, John, m, Esther Griffin, d. in Reading. Ct.. 1813,
- and his w. vrem. to Chemung io 1820, and 4. there in 1835, = 72
w18, 4, Gershom m. Martha McFarlin, rem. to Tioga Co., Pa.. und
d. there in 1831 ; his w. rem. to Rochester, N, Y. 5. Pefer, a mari-
ner, who m. , and seftled on the old homestead ; 6. Griveel, w.
of Hurd, and ¥, Anne, who m. . and had two daus.,
1, Harriet and 2, Mary Anne.

Judge Peter Burr d. Dee. ®5, 1724, Inv. presented May 11,
1735.-

SAMUEL BURR,? [9] oF Farrriern, Cr.

There iz no menftion of him in the records. He was a minor when
his father’s will was drawn in 1689, He probably d. before attain-
ing his majority. .

JOHN BURR,? [15] oF FAIRFIELD,

m. Blizabeth ——.  Chil.:

53. ANDREW,! b, Sept 3, 1696,

54. Mary,*

55. ELIZABETH,*

56, Awn.t :

Heo d. Nov. 1705, Inv. exhibited Nov. 6, 1705. Amt. £1395.
Distribmution ordered by Court of Asgistants, May 6, 1708.

DAVID BUER,? [16]

d. anm. or without heirs, as there is no mention of him in the
distribntion of his brother Johmathan’s estate in 172Y.
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SAMUEL BURR.* [17] oF CHARLESTOWN, Mass.,

graduated at Harvard College in 1697, and became one of the most
famous teachers of his time, He was for twelve years maater of the
Grammar School at Charlestown, Mass,—a preparatory school for
Harvard Coll., and which had a reputation in the colonies similar to
those of Eton and Rugby, in England. He d. while master of the
Grammar School, Ang, 19, 1719, and was buried in the Fairfield
burial ground, where a monument was erected fio his memory, bear-
ing the following inseripfion: -

* Here lyes ye body of Mr, S8amuael Burr, Magter of Arte, wae born in Fair-
fleld, April 24, 1679 : was edueated at Harvard Collegs in Cambridge under ye
famous Mr, Wm, Brattle, and there he was graduated ye first time, ye year
1609, ye second time ye year 1700, uf movris esf, who after hie had served his
generation by the will of Godin ye useful etation of a grammar school measter,
st Charleptown, twelve years, upon a visit o this, his pative place, departed
this life Aung. T, 1718, aged 49 years, 4 months and 5 daysa,

Will dated May 2d, 1717, Proved at Cambridge, Aug. 29th,
1719, his w. Elizabeth sole executor, his chil., as named in the will
Were,

B7. Saranm}

58. Joun!

§9. SAMUEL,*

60. BEBECCA! }

For will see Appendix.

NATHANIEL BURR,® [24] oF Fairrrern, Ot

He was a lawyer and well reputed in the colony. Oct. 13, 1698, he
petitioned the General Court as At for the town of Fairfield, for re-
lief against the ‘- refractoriness and obstinscy of one Nathan Adams,
in improving lands belonging to said town, and recovered {rom him
by judgment of the Connty Court in Fairfield, and for his taking
the wheat which grew upon said land, and which the town judged
of right belonged to them;” and the Court gave him liberty to
prosecute said Adams at the next (ourt of Assistants.

He also appeared May 9, 1698, as Att, for Daniel Burr, and his
sister Abigail, in a petition for liberty to contest the will of their f.
Daniel Burr. He was deputy for F. Oct. 1697, Jan, 1697, May,
1698, Oct. 1698, May, 1700. He m. Suzannah ——. Their chil.
were, e,
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81. NATHANIEL* 62. JosErH,! swins, bapt. Dec. 23, 1684, d.
in infancy.

63. Samaw,* bapt. Jan. 20, 1695.

64. ANNA,* bapt. Apr. 5, 1695,

65. NATHANTIEL,® bapt. May 15, 1698,

66, Eparaty,? bapt. Apr, 14, 1700,

No will found. Inv. presented Jan. 2%, 1701. Distribution
ord., Nov. 26, 1702,

COL. JOHN BURR,® [25] oF FAIRFIELD

Ag if is believed by the descendants of Col. John, thai he was
the son of Major John Burr, the following proofs of his identity as
the son of Nathaniel are addnced. There were, in 17035, bus two
John Burrsin ¥., the son of Major John and the son of Nuthaniel.
By referring to the former’s will it will be seen that he entailed his
houses, honse-lot, ete., to his eldest son John, and to his natural
male heirs forever. Apr. 29, 1708, the adminisirators on the estate
of John Burr (dec. in 1705) returned ar account of their adminis-
tration to a Prerogative Court of that date, which found an estate
of £1146 11s. 8d., clear and dividable, and which the Court ordered
divided asfollows: ** There being one son namely, Andrew, and three
dans., Mary, Ann and Elizabeth, the said son to have a double por-
tion, and the dans. to have equal and single portions of the said es-
tate.” Againgt thie decision Moses Dimon, gnardian of Andrew
Burr, minor son of John Burr, of Fairfield, dec., appealed to a Court
of Asgistants, held at Hariford, May 8, 1708, and ¢ Mr, Peter Burr
appeared befare this Court, and was admitted attorney for the said
Moser Dimon, and declared the reason of his said appeal to be be-
canse the said order and decree (i. e., of the Prerogative Court) doth
direct to a distribntion of certain housing and lands in Fairfield, as
part of the estate of the sd. dec., which do of right belong to the
gaid Andrew Burr, minor, by force of the last will and testament of
his grandfather, Mujor John Burr, dec., and are therefore no part
of the dis, estate of the said John Burr, &e.,*”” and the Court decided
that the eaid bhouses and lands did belong of right to the said
Andrew, and should not be distributed. This proves the f. of
Andrew to have been the s, of Major John Burr. Again, dis. of the
estate of Jopathan, = of Major John Burr, in 1727, iz made to the
heirg, and legal reps. of his brother, John Barr, dec., although Col.
John lived until 1750 ; and further, Major (aiterward Col.) John
Buorr was appointed executor of the will of his brother, Daniel, son
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of Nathaniei, in 1722, and appeared before the court Jane 25, 1922,
and declared his acceptance of the trust,

These proofs i$ is believed are conclusive. He m. Deborsh —,
Their chil. were,

67 Jomx,1

68, WiLrtaw,?

69. Apigarr,* m. Hubbell,

0. Mary,* m, 1st Dimon, and had two sons, 1, Ebenezer and
2, William, and 24, Smedley.

?1. JoseEPH,* who seems to have been unabie to care for himeself,
aed was left, by the provisions of his father’z will, to the care of his
brothers.

Col. John m. 2d, Widow Elizabeth Wakeman, no chil. by her
are found. His will is dated March 29, 172Y. Inventory ex. Dec.
18, 1750. Dis. Feb. 5, 1751. His w. Elizabeth d. about 1753,

DANIEL BURR,® [26] oF FAIRFIELD,

m. Mary ——-. ChiL: ‘

%2, NaATHANIEL!'d. in childhood.

3. JaMEs?!

74. JoHEN,*

5. DAvIDf

76. REBECCA,* m, Robert Tarney, of Stratford.

7%, Mary,! m. Nathan Adams, of Norwalk.

He d. June, 1722. His will'is dated Apr. 9, 1722. His bro.,
Major John Burr, app. ezecutor. -Will admitzed to probate June
25, 1722. Inv. pres, Dec. 11, 1722 His w. Mary’s will dated
March 9, 1743, mentions John, David, Rebecca and Mary.

DANIEL BURE,? [51] or FarrrFIgLp, CT.

m. Abigail Chil.:

78. JosEPH,* bapt. Feb, 20, 1426,

?9. Timoray,! bapt. June 26, 1727,
‘ 80. ABIGAIL,*

81. JamEs,*

82. Jamnz,? bapt. Nov. 4, 1739,

Danisl setrled at Greenfield Hill, in Fairfield. His chil. were
all adultz when bapt. Joseph’s bapiism iz recorded both at Fair-
field and Greenfield, the others at Greenfield. No will is found,

or dis. of eatate.
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Y

SETH SAMUEL BURR,? [33] oFr FarrriELD, OT.

m. ~—,. Chil:

33.
4.
85.
86.
87.

MEAITABLE, bapt. SBept. 1, 1734, m. ~— Bquier.
SAMUEL, bapt. Sept. 24, 1727,

Davip, bapt. July, 12, 1731,

Hanwam, bapt. Nov. 14, 1732,

EBENEZER, bapt. Sept. 24, 1733.

He is twice mentioned in the Colonial Records. First, May 29,
1734, as one of a committes ““{o view the circumstances of the
ancient society of Norwalk, and report thereon,” and second, May
8, 1735, on the memorial of ¢ Chickens,” ““an Indian Sagumore
living between Fairfield, Danbury, Ridgefield and Newtown, af a
Place called Lonetown, in the County of Fairfleld,” showing that
he {Chickens) had been wronged in some Iand transactions with
Capt. Samuel Couch, of Fairfield, and Mr. Seth Saxmnel Barr,
Capt. Saml, Hanford, and Mr. Theop. Nickols, were ‘‘appointed
a eommittee fo consider the case and report.”™ (Col. Rec. Vol
vii, pp. 535 and 537.)

SAMUEL BURR,? [34] oF FarerIELD. Cr.,

called Sergeant and Captain. m. 1st, Elizabeth Wakeman, and

2d, Ruth

88,
89.
90.
91.

02,

93.
a4,
95,

Chil. :

SETH SAMCUEL* bapt. Feb. 6, 1726.

DANIEL,!

NEREMIAH,! bapt. ME}' 5, 1786.

CHARLES, bapt. Sept. 8, 1741,

Eirex,! m. Abell Goid.

ErizABeTH.* bapt. Oct. 16, 1738, m, Samuel Silliman,
EBENEZER,!

MEeRITABLE,' m. —— Squire.

Will dated March 6, 1772, Eatate dis. Oct. 18, 1774. Ebene-
zer and Mehitable were then dec. leaving heirs.

FOURTH GENERATION,
TEHU BURR,! [39] or RepuiNe, Cr

He appears early on the Redding Reec.: 1sf, Dec. 24, 1738,
when Jehn Barr and wife were admitted to fell communion on
recommendation of Rev. Mr. Goodsell. {Red. Soc. Rec.)

Dee. 29, 1748, he appears as moderator of n parish meeting,
called to “congider the propriety of building a new meeting
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houge,” and was appointed ar agent to “ prepare a memorial to the
next, Co, Court, for a committee to pick out a place for the building.”

At a parish meeting held Dec. 26, 1737, he was again moder-
ator. He m. Sarah —— His chil. named in his will (dated
Sept. 28, 1757,) were,

86. JrED,’

87. DAXIELS

98, Samranm,’

99. MaryS

100, ABIcairt

101. PaUpENCE.S

102. Coxrort,® m. Joseph Truesdale, Jan. 11, 1774,

In his will he gave the use of his property to his w. Sarah, so
long as she remained his widow ; to his son Jehw, & certain tract of
and lying on the west side of the Saugatack River, together with his
grist mill ; to his s, Daniel, his hill lot; to hiz dan, Comiort £20,
and dau. Prudence £15, and the rest of his estate to hiz rem. daue.
except a piece of land lying near the parsonasge long lot, which he
gave to his son-in-law, Ebenezer Gilbert, and Elnathan Griffith,
Barah, Mary, and Abigail deceased before their father, leaving heirs,

Fac.-simile of Aatograph:

efrn STurr
1]31%

STEPHEN BURR,* [40] oF REpDING,

also settled early in Redding. At a society meeting held Oct. 11,
1480, he was elected one of the Soe. Committee for the vear, aga.ifl
chosen Dee. 1, 1781, chosen Deacon, March 29, 1733. In 1749 I8
called Lieut. OQct. 9, 1751, appointed by the General Court on
committee to repair to New Miiford, on memorial of Isaac Bar-
pum and others, asking for parish privileges, to hear and report.

He m. Elizabeth Hull, June 8, 1721. Chil.:

103, Grace®b. Dec. 12, 1724,

104. ErizaBETH,’ b. Jan. 17, 1728,

105. Hrzexraw’ b, Sept. 1, 1730

106. SaRamH,*b. Nov. 9, 1732,

107. MarTHA,® b, March 24, 17385.

108. REUBEN,’ b. Nov. 2, 1739, d. in infancy,

109, EsTEER,® h. Feb. 5, 1743.
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110. REBECCA.®
He m. 2d, Abigail Hall, of Redding, Apr. 12, 1761. His will
dated Ang. 20, 1776, his estate dis. Nov, 10, 1779.
Heszsekiah the son never m., he 4. in Dec., 1785, and his estate
was divided among his sisters. Of the dauws., L. Grace m, —
- Grold—probably Capt. Stephen, of Redding—and had chil. * 45-
gail, who m. Richard Nichols, ® Esther, m. Nathaniel Northrop,
38arakh, m. David Turney, * Mary, m. SBeth Price, ® Elzabeth.
11. Elizabeth, m. Reuber Squire. IIL Sarah, m. Joseph Jack-
son. IV, Martha, m. Zachariah Summers. V. Esther, m. Anto-
ny Angevine. VI Rebecca, m. Seth SBanford, of Redding, sud
had chil. ! Flins, * Hbenezer, ® Joel, * Elijak, ° Samuel, ©Seth
Saﬂford. Facsimiie of Avtograph :

/739

PETER BURR,* [41] oF REDDING,

First appears in Redding as clerk of a society meeting, held Qct.
11, 1%30, aise moderator of a Par. meeting held March 18, 1734,

He m, —— and had chil.:

111, EsTHER.® bapt. Nov. 29, 1734,

112. SaraE,F bapt. Feb, 21, 1736,

113. EzRA,S bapt. Jan. 2, 1737,

114. EpMUND,® bapt. Sept. 28, 1761,

Peter, the f., d. Aung, 1779. Iav, presented Aug. 4, 1779.
Amt. £355, 8s., his s. Fzra Admr,

DAVID BURR,* [44] or FAIRFIELD,

m. Abigail, dan. of John Silliman, Apr. 8, 1741. Chil:
115. ANN, b. Feb, 24, 1742, d. in inf.
116, MosEs, b, Apr. 5. 1744,
117. ABIGAIL, b, Apr. 8, 1747, unm,
118, Aasrow, b. Oct. 6. 1749, 4, in, inf
119. Davip, b, Sept. 29, 1751,
120. BILLIMAN, b. Aung, 12, 1753, d. in inf.
121, MaRry, b. Apr, 2, 1755, nnm.
- Will dated Apr. 28, 178l. Proved Sept. 6, 1792. Inv. Nov.
19, 1792.
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MOSES BURR, [45] or Farksturo,

Grad. at Yale Coll., 1784, d. 1740, wag a clergyman, and for a
time pastor of the chureh in Redding, Ct.

REV. AARON BURR,* [46] or NEWAREK, N. J,

Settled at Newark as pastor of the First ch. Jan. 10, 1737, m.
Esther, dan. of Rev. Jona. Edwards, June 29, 1752. Their chil.
were : .

192, SarAH,Sb. May 8, 1754, m. Judge Tappan Reeve June 24,
1772 and had ‘daron Burr, b. Oct. 3, 1780, who grad. at Yale
Coll. 1802, m. Annabella Shkeldon, of New York, Nov. 21, 1808,
getiled at Troy, N, Y., as Atk and Coun. at law, and d. there
Sept. 1, 1809, leaving a son, Tapping Burr Reeve, b. at Troy, Ang.
16, 1809, and who died at Litchfield, Conn., Aug. 28, 1829, while
a student in Yale Coll. Annabella, wid. of Aaron Burr Reeve m,
David J. Barr, of New Haven, and rem. to Richmond, Va.

Tappan Reeve, Chief Judge of the Buperior Court of Conn.,
d. Dec. 13, 1823, ae. 79, Sarah, his w., d. March 30, 1797.
Judge Reeve was b, in Brookhaven, L. I., Oct., 1744, grad. at
Princeton Coll. in 1763, and, antil 1772, was 2 tator in that insti-
tation.

Early in that year he came to Litchfield, Ct., and began the
practice of the law, in fhat then importunt village. In 1784 he
began the instruction of legal students, and thus laid the founda-
tion of the famous Libehﬁeld.Law School, which had an existence
of nearly fifty years and graduated more than a thonsand students,
compriging the flower of the youth of the land. In 1798 he was
chosen Judge of the Superior Court of Connecticut, ¢ Jndge
Reeve,” says Hoilister in his ¢ History of Conn.,” “ was a man of
ardent temperament, tender sensibilities, and of & nature deeply
religious, He wag the firat eminent lawyer in this couniry, who
dared to arraign the common law of England, for its severity and
refined croelty in eatting off the natural rights of married women
and placing their property, as weil as their persons, at the mercy
of their husbands, who might squander it, or hoard it up at pleas-
nre-”

He is described as a most venerable man in appearance, with
thick, gray hair parted and falling in profusion on hiz shonlders,
his voice only a loud whisper, but distinctly heard by his earnestly
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attentive pupils. (See article ¢“ Litchfield Hill,” in Harper’s Mage
azine, March, 1877.) -
v 123, Aarox,®b. Feb. 8, 1756.
Rev. Aaron Burr 4. Sept. 24, 1757, his w. Esther in 1758,

THADDEUS BURR/ [49] oF FAIRFIELD, OT.,

m. Abigail, dan. of Jonathan Sturges, of Fairfield, Nov. 26, 1725.
Chil,

124, Saram,’®h. Bept 3, 1726, d. unm.

125. ABIGAIL,® b. March 24, 1729, m. Lyman Hall, M, A,
May 20, 1752, and d. in July of the next year. She was buried
pear her father in the Fairfield burying groasnd. Her tombstone
bears the following inseription:

« Here lyes buried the body of
Mrs. Abigail Hall,
wife of Lyman Hall, M A,
danghter of Thaddeus Burr, Esq,,
died July 8, 17568, =. 24 yra.
Modest yet free, with innocence adorned,
To pleage and win by art and nature formed,
Benevolent and wise, in Virtne firm,
Constant in Friendship, in Religion warm,
A, partner tender, nnaffected, kind,
A lovely form with & more lovely mind,
The scene of life tho’ ghort she improved so well,
No charms in human forma could more excel,
+ Christ’s life her copy, hia pure life her guide,
Each part she acted, perfected, and dy’d.

126. PETER,® b. Apr. 27, 1731, d. unm.

12%. TEADDEUS,Y b. Aug. 22, 1735.

128. GeksmoM,® b. June 10, 1744.

Thaddens, the L., d. March 28, 17585, his w, 1n 1753. His will
i dated March 20, 1755. Sarah, Abigail, and Peter were then
deceased without heirs, He gave hizpon-in-law, Lyman Hall, £50,
his sisters Abigail and Bnnice each a drinking cup, and the rem.
of his estate to his two sons, Thaddeus and Gershom.

GERSHOM BURE, [51] oF FAIRFIELD.

m, Ann —, no chil. Estate dis. Feb, 15, 1748, umounted to
#£14.420 35, 9d. One half of the movables were dis. to heirs of
Ann, his wid., ond the rem, to his bro. Thaddeuns. and sisters
Abigail and Eunice.
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COL. ANDREW BURR,* [53] or FarrPreLp,

m. Sarah, dan of Jona. Storges, of Fairfield, Apr. 30, 1718.
Chil,: ~— '

129, AxNN,5b. Heb. 8, 1720, m. Capt. Samll. Sturges Jan. 15,
1740,

130. Davip,® b, July 5, 1722,

181. ANDREW,®b. July 24, 1724~no record.

132, Er1zaBETH,® b, June 22, 1726, m. Daniel Osborns,

133. LAURBANY,® b, May 28, 1728, d. unm,

134. MarY.®b. May 22, 1730.

135. JowmwN,5 b, March 11, 1732,

136. SUSANNAH,® b, Apr. 29, 1784, d. unm,

13%. Grorck,® b, May 26, 1736.

188. Jostam,® b, July 15, 1738, d. in infancy,

139, Wartent b, Sept. 9, 1740.

140. SaraH,® b, Sept. 23, 1742,

141. O11vEgR,’b. Nov. 10, 1745,

Col. Burr m. 2d Sarah Stanly, of Hartford, Aung, 6, 1747, who

- had

142, JERUsHAS b, Dee, 3, 1749. and m, Hezekiah Fiteh s of
Gov. Fiteh, her father’s former law partner, Sept. 21, 1767,

Col. Andrew Burr d. Nov. 9, 1763, & 67 yrs. (Fair. Ree).
His will iz dated Nov. 24, 1760 ; it gave his w. Sarah the nse of
one-third of his real estate, to David he bequeathed his law-booke,
and also what he expended on his college learning, the rem. was
Adis. to the sons, David, Andrew, John, Geerge, Oliver, and dana.,
XElizabeth, Mary, Sarah, and Jerusha, then living.

NATHANIEL BURR,* [65] or Fairrirlp, CT.,

called Captain, m. Mary Turney, Nov. 28, 1728, Chil.:

143. Tsaac b, Dec. 13, 1783, d. in inf.

144, HezpE1AH,S b. Feb, 28, 1738, 4. Jan. 7, 178%.

145, GBIsSEL,S b, Nov. 15, 1741, m. Gen. Elijah Abell Dec.
31, 176L .

146. Isaacfb, Apr, 11, 1744,

Capt. Nathaniel, the £, d. Nov. 8,1784. His estate dis. Dec.
11, 1¥84, His wid., Mary, d. 1785, her estate dis. Jan. 9, 1786,
Amt. £783 45,
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EPHRAIM BURR,! [66] oF FarsrirLp, Cr.,

m. Abigail, dan. of Judge Peter Burr, Jan. 7, 1735. Their chil.
were,

14%7. Eunice,® b. Feb. 8, 1730, m. Dec. 21, 1752, Daniel Jen-
nings, of Fairfield.

148. ANxa 5b. Jan, 16, 1731

149. F11EN,® b, Feb, 23, 1734.

150. ¥praratm,’ b, March 5, 1736.

151. EBExEzZER,® b. May 23, 1738—no record.

152. ABIGAILS b. Feb. 7, 1741, m. Oct. 11, 1759, Moses Jen-
nings, of Fairfield.

153. Saran,?b. July 5. 1743, m. Eleaser Oshorne June 3, 1764,
of New Fairfield.

154, PETER,® b. Nov. 2. 1754, (all rec. at Fair.)

Ephraim, the f,, d. 1776, his estate inv. June 8, 1776; hiz wid.
Abigail d. 1810, her estate dis, Mar. 10, 1810. Of the daus. Eu-
nice had m. Daniel Jennings, Jr., and was dec., leaving heirs.
Anna had m. Bturges Lewis, and dec. without heire. EHen had
m. James Penfield and was dec. leaving heirs—1, James, 2, David,
8, Thaddeus, 4, Ellen, 5, Mary. 6. Eunice and ¥, Anne Penfield,
and Sarah had m. Hleaser Osborne, of New Fairfield, and had chil.,
not mentioned in the will.

JOHN BURR,* [67] or FaIrrizip,

m. Catherine Wakeman, Oct. 18. 1722. Chil

155, OATHERINE,® b, Oct, 26, 1723, m, Wilson,

156. SARAH, % b. Feb, ¥, 1724, m. —— Silliman.

15%. ANNS b, Sept. 7, 1726, m. Sherwood,

158, Jomxs,® b, June 13, 1728,

159. DeBowAH,® b. May 14, 1780, m, Ichabod Wheeler Jan,
12, 1752,

160. ErizaBETH,®b. Apr. ¥. 1732, m. Daniel Qsborne Jan. 19,
1758.

161. Marvy, b, Apr. 7, 1732.

162. Jusros,® b. Sept. 2, 1734.

163, ABIGAILS b, July 27, 1736.

164, Ozias® b, Mav 1, 1739,

165. AmosS b, Sept. 8, 1741, d. in inf.

166. WaxEMAN,S b. Oct. 3. 1743.
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There iz no record of will or dis. of esfate ; his w. Qatherine’s
will is dated Sept. 18, 1758 ; to her dan, Catherine she gave her
gold necklace and velvet handkerchief, to 8arah a silk crape gown,
ganze handkerchief and lutestring hood, to Ann her russet gown
and velvet hood, to Deborah a calico gown and bilue calamanco
coat, to Blizabeth a brown quilted coat, red satin blanket, holland
apron and handkerchief, to Mary her velvet eloak and silk crape
coat, to Abigail a long cloth closk, black taffety gown, best Iute-
string hood, black silk gloves, gold huttons and silver teaspoons;
her son John was ex, of the will

WILLIAM BURR, [68] or FAIRFIELD,

m. Mary, dan. of Capi. Jos. Wakeman, of Fairfield, Aug. 4, 1736;
had one ehild,

167, Winotawm,’ b, July 23, 1740, d. in inf.

She d. March 19, 1743, and he again m. Charity Strong, widow."
Chbil. by her were,

166, COmariry,’ b, Mar. 4, 1745, m. Eliphalet Hull.

169. Mary,5 b, Mar, 33, 1749, m. Thomas Nash.

170. DERORAH,® nnm,

He d. 1769, ee. die. June 12, 1770. He resided at Stratfield,
was Dept. for Fairficld 17564, 1755, 1756, Justice 1751, 1752, 1753,
1754, 1755, 17566, and held other public offices.

Mary, dan, of William Burr, m. Capt. Thomas Nash, of Greens
Farms, Ct., & leading citizen and one of the most extensive land
owners in the Colony. .

He was a deacon of the Cong. ch. and gave the site of the pres-
ent edifice at Greens Farms to the society. He also held the rank
of Captain in the Continental army. He was a large holder of
Continental money, and while away on duty his wife (Mary Burr)
was in the habit of keeping it, for greater security, in a bag ander-
neath her pillow,

One night, awakening snddenly, she perceived that some one
was Teeling for the bag, and grasping the intruder’s arm she called
loudly for help. The arm was wrenched rndely away learing,
however, the eleeve which had covered it, and which proved fo be
the property of one of their slaves, of whom they then owned 40.
This is only one of many incidents which her grand-children fond-
ly relate, as ehowing her fortitnde and heraizm.

She d. May 20, 1784, leaving five chil.
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1. Thomas, b. 1767.

II. Charity, b. Mur. 11, 1768,

I1I. Bebecca, b. Mar, 31, 1770,
IV. Joseph, b. I¥72.

V. William, b. 1773, 4. in inf

I. Thomaz Nash m. Grace Cable, and had chil.:

i. Burr who m, Mary Oatman and had chil.. 1, Mary 4. who
m. Leonard Merritt, and had 1, Blizabeth, 2, Kmma, and 3. Oscar,
2. Hester, who m. Elihn Myers, 3, Harrief, who m, George Beers,
4, Charity, who m. Rev. Mr, Boot, and 3, Albert.

ii. Hettie, who m. Peter Braisted and had chil., 1. Mary 4.,
2, Garrett, 3, Peler, 4, William, 5, Esther. 6, Frank, 7. Carofine,
8, Josephine, and 9, Elizabelh.

iii. Charity, who m. 1st, George K. Headley, and 2d, Deacon
Nash Kelsey.

iv. Betsey, who m. Jacob Bralsted. and had chil., 1, William,
2, Jacod, and 3, Watson.

v. Temperance, who m. @eorge Foster and had 1. Esfher,
2, George,—lost ax ses,—and 3, Waifson.

II. Charity Nash m. Samuel Cable and had by him 1, Charies,
2, Harriet, and 3, George, who m. Esther Meeker; she m. 2d,
Thomas Saunders, and had

i. Harriet. b. 1806, m. Mile Peet and had three chil., 1, Cyrus,
2, Emily Catherine, b. Feb. 1, 1842, m. Burr Perry. of Fairfield,
Deec. 28, 1870, and has 4 chil., 1, Loreife B., b. Feh. 19. 1872
2, Francis Burr, b. Sept. 20, 1873. 3, Reberi H., b, Apr. 5,
1873, &. Apr. 6, 1875. 4, Alfred 8., b. Nov. 1. 1876, 3, William
8., b. Oct, 23, 1843,

ii. Abby, b, 1807, m. lst, Aaron Burr Meeker, and 2d. Nehe-
miah Jennings; by the first husband she had three chil., 1, 4aron
Burr, 2, David 8., 3, Charles A., and by the second, five, 1, Horace,
2, Mary, 3, Stephen, 4, Nehemiak, and 5, Jane.

iii, Wiliiam, b. 1808,

iv. Aaronm.

III. Rebecca Nash, dau. of Mary Burr, m. Capt. Burr Thorp
<Jan. 16, 1791, and had seven ehil.:

1, Capi. Henry, b, Jan, 25, 1792. 2, David Burr, b. Mar. 6,
1794. 38, Eleanor, b. Mar, 21, 1797, 4, Mary Burr, b. May 10,
1800. 5, Gould, b. Feb, 4, 1804. 6, Sarak, b. Dec. 19, 1806.
7, Amanda, b July 6, 1809,
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IV. Joseph Nash m. Mary Squires; their chik. were 1, Munson,
2, Joseph, 3, Burr 8., 4, Thomas, 5, Sarah, 6, Auna Burr,
¥, Blizabeth, 8, Mary Burr, 9, Dandel,

NATHANIEL BURR, [¥?] or FarsrisLp, (%,

m. Martha Silliman, Nov. 10, 1726. Chil.:

171, Rure,® b. Sept. 20, 1727, m. Samuel Siliiman, Jan. 21,
1756,

172, Saranm’ b, Apr. 18, 17298,

173. NaTHAN,S b. Sept. 19, 1733.

174. REBECCA,’ b, Apr. 13, 1736.

1%5. MarTHAS b, June 13, 1740,

176. MARY," b. June 13, 1740.

He d. 1671, ea. inv, Oct, 6, 1761, will dated May 25, 1761.
Martha his w. d. Mar, 18, 1753.

JAMES BURR.* [73] or Farrreip, Cr.,

m, Deborah Turney. Chil.:

177. DEBoraH,S bapt. Jan, 1, 1738, d. in inf,

178. SrRATTON,’ bapt. Feb, 4, 1739, 4. in 1777, unm.

179. BEXJAMIN,® bapt. Apr. 20, 1740.

180. Noamn,® bapt. Nov. 22, 1741,

181, Jamms,® bapt. July 31, 1743.

182, DEBORAN,S bapt. Nov. 25, 1745,

183. Hosga,” bapt, Apr. 29, 1741,

184, JERUSHAS bapt. June 7, 1749.

185, Josian,’ bapt. Jan. 20, 1751, d. unm,

186, JemU,® b. Mar. 15, bapt. Apr. 5, 1752. (Parish Rec.)

Jaroes, the 1., d. 1783, his esiate inv. £hat lying in Winchester,
Litehfield Co., June 18, 1783, thai in Fairfield, July 19, 1782, no
dis. of estate found.

JOHN BURR,* [74] oF FATRFIRLID,

m. Fiiz. Nash, Oct. 14, 1735, Chil.:
187, Dawigr’b. Mar, 5, 1737,
188. JomEx,® b, Oct 9, 1739, d. Oct. 9, 1749,
He m. 2d, Grace Bulkley, Nov, 9, 1940, Chil.:
189. ELizaBETE,® b. Sept. 16, 1743, m, —— Bulkley.
190, Tarcorr,’ b. Oct. 20, 1746.
191. JorN,’ b, Feh. 9, 1744,
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192. Gracg’b. Feb. 2, 1753, m. Thaddens Whitlock,

193. EuxIiceSb. Sept. 24, 1755, m. —— Jenninge.

John the f., d. 1787, his es. inv. Apr. 8, 1787, amt. £2996 23
1d., dis. May 10, 1790.

JOSEPH BURRB,* [78] oF Farrrirrp, Cr.,

m. Hannah, dau. of Dr. Joseph Hyde, of Fairfield, Mar. 3, 1%25.
Chil.:

194, INCREASE,® b, Dec. 26, 1726,

195, ABELLS b, Sept. 8, 1728,

196. RaouELS b. Sept. 23, 1730, m. Thomas Wheeler, Jr.

197, Josera,® b, Qct, 22, 1733,

198. IcuHABOD,® b. May 1, 1736,

19%. BriPHALET,® b. Jan. 11, 1739,

200. MosesS b. Ang. 22, 1742,

201. SAMUEL,® b. March 9, 1746.

There is no record of death, or of will, inv. or dis. of estate in
the probate records. He settled at Greenfield, his chil. were rec.
at Greenfield and Fairfield.

TIMOTHY BURR,* [79] oF FairereLp, Or.,

m. Sarsh Bowland. Chil.:

202. EBExEzER,® bapt. Jan. 2, 1720,

203. Saran,’® bapt, March 16, 1723, m. Capt. Ezekiel Hull,

204, TrvmoTHY," bapt. Jan. 2, 1734,

205. HEestrR,5 bapt. Sept. 18, 1730.

206, Maper,® bapt, Jan. 1%, 1740.

207. ELEaNoR,* m, John Hubbel and was dec. 1772, leaving
heirs—1, Jokn, B, Fzekicl, 3, Rackel, 4, Eleanor, 3, Fastér, and
6, Hannah.

Timothy, the f., d. July 27, 1772, w. 67. Hs. inv. Ocu 22,
1772, dis. Jan. 4, 1773

JAMES BURR,* [81] or FarrrieLp, Cr.,

m. Hannah Osborne, widow, Dec. 12,1731, Chil.:

208. IsaBEL® b. Jan. 12, 1735.

209. Isaac,’b. May 21, 1738,

Hannah, hiz w., d. Aug. 11, 1743. He m. 2d, Mary Barlow,
Jan. 1746. Chil.:

210. Mary,3 b, July, 1746.

211. Dax1ELS® b, Dec. 25, 1748,

11
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212. Jamws®b. May 25, 1751,
213. Samam,®tn Dec. 17, 1753,
214, ABIGAILS b. Aug. 18, 1755.

JABEZ BURR,! [82] oF Reppivg, CL,

appears in Redding as early as 1743; m. Elizabeth ~——, their
chil. wera, ”

215, Boisam,”® bapt. May 15, 1743.

216, NarHAN,S b. Jan. 1, 1745,

217, JABEzZS

218, Ezeg1EL,’ b. March 23, 1754,

219. STeEPHEN,’ b, Jan. 16, 1757,

220, JoEL’ b, Sept. 9, 1759,

221. Eowicef m. Onesimug Coley, Dec. 22, 1762,

222. Hurpam,® bapt. Apr, 10, 1747, m. Abijak Fairchild.

223. Hawwaw,® m, Henry Hopking July 26, 1769, (Redding
Par. Rec.) )

Jabez, the {,, d. 1770. (Red. Rec.) His will is dated Apr.
1%, 1770, and names above chil., proven Apr. 30, 1770.

SAMUEL BURR,! [84] oF FaIrrrELD, Or.,

m. Eanice Sturges May 31, 1753. Chil.:

224, FyrrzaseTH,® bapt. July 7, 17564,

—— perhaps others, His will is dated Dec, 30, 1790, and
gives his estate to hiz widow. A son-in-law, John Squire, Jun.,
was appointed ex. )

SETH BURR,*[88] or FaIigriELD, CT.,

never m., his estate inv. Apr. 9, 1765, dis. to his brothers and sis-
ters, May 6, 1765.

DARIEL BURR,! [89] or Farerrers, Cr.,

m, Ann Silliman, dau. of Nathaniel Silliman, Jan. 22, 1756,
Chil.: .

225. ANN,5bh. Dec. 9, 1756,

226. Aprearnthb. Oet. 8, 1758,

22%. SerH,f b, March 2, 1761, (Fair. Town Rec.)

228. EsTHER,® bapt. Sept. 11, 17683.

229, Isaac C.,¥ b, March 23, 1766.

230, Haxnxan,’b. Jan. 29, 1769.
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281. DawiEr.® b, Sept. 17, 1775.

232. ErizaBerd,® m. Josinh B. Hall, Nov. 13, 1794, and had
chil. —Josiah, *Ebenezer, Serah M., *Nalson, SSiiles, *Henry,
1Charios Burr.

Sarah M. Hail® and Ransom Hawley, of Bridgeport, were m.
June 14, 1830. Their chil. were, 1, Josiah £., b. in Washington,
Ind.. Ang. 26, 1831, d. July 24, 1833. 2, Henry M., b. Novr. 2,
1834, m. Eliza A, Kepler, May 19, 1860. 3, Lucy E., b. Sept. 27,
1837, m. Rev. John Ing June 30, 1830, res. in Hirosaki, Japan.
4. Emeline, b. Feb, 25, 1840. 5, Ransom E., b, July &, 1844, m.
Miperva Andrews Mayv 16, 1872, He is an Episcopal clergyman
and resides in Cleves, Q.

NEHEMIAH BURR,* [90] or Farssego, Cr.,

m. Sarah Osborn Apr. 21, 1762. Chil:
233. THoMas," b. Apr. 21, 1763, no record.
234 Noam?
235, EBENEZER,” b, Dec. 31, 1766.
236. NEHEMIAH,” b, Feb. 16, 1769,
237. Saran,’ b, March 29, 1171, m. —— Bartram.
238. Errazer5b. Jan. 8, 1773,
and a son who d, in inf.

OHARLES BURR, [91] or Pargerzrn, O,

m. Elizabeth ——  Chil.:

239. E11zABETH,” m. James Johuson, of Easton,

240. WAREMAN,S d. Aug. 4, 1812, =. 36, unm.

241, MaBEL*d. Dee. 1, 1849,

242. Brrex.5d. Oet. 19, 1863.

243. ANDREW.® m. and rem. to Detroit, Mich., where he 4.

244. Priscinra,’ d. 1855.

Charles Burr d. March 13, 1800, of consumption. His will i
dated Mareh 15, 1800, and namer above chil,

(Bee Wakeman Burr. (240.)

EBENEZER BURR,! [94] o FairriELD, CT.,

d. in 1766, teaving heirs. Amelia Burr, his wid., appointed admr.
on hig estate Jan. 1, 1767, dis. of estate not recorded.‘ His chil.
were probably all daughters.
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FIFTH GENERATION,

JEOU BURR.® [96} or REpDING, Or,,

m, Sarah Griffin, of Redding, Nov. 22, 1755. Chil.:
245. Brapam,® bapt. Aug. 22, 1756.
246. ABIGAYEL,S bapt. July 2, 1758. (Redding Par. Rec.)
No farther traces of him or of his descendants are fonnd.

DANIEL BURR,*® [97] or FairrIELD, (T,

m. Abigail Sherwood, Dec, 22, 1737. After marriage setfled at
Fairfield, His chil. were,

247, JOSEPH,® no record.

248, SAMUEL,’ no record.

249, Saram.’ m. Samuel Bradley.

Two grandchildren are also mentioned in hiz will, David
Lewis, and Stephen Hunill. Will dated May 10, 1769.

EZRA BURR/? [113] or Reppine, Cr.,

moved to Virginia, no des. found.

EDMUND BURR.* [114] or FREDERICESBURG, V4.,

m, Miss Meeker, of Bedding., Their chil, were,

250. BEzra,® b, May 22, 1781,

251. PErER,?

252. LAURAS bapt. June 9, 1704, m. a Mr. Lagy, of Bridge-
port, settled in Milford and reared a family of six chil.

In 1815 Edmuveand Burr rem. to Fredericksburg, Va., and died
there. . .

COL. DAVID BURR, [119] or FAIRFIELD,

m. Elizabeth Silliman, 2 niece of Gen. 8illiman. Chbil.:

253. Wrrrram$

254, SAMUEL®

255. AmEria,® m. Noah Noyes.

David Barr was a colonel in the Revolutionary war, and com-
manded a regiment in Gen. Silliman’s brigade. He earned the
reputation of 2 brave and skillful officer. He was a justice ¢f the
peace in Fairfield for some years, also rep.






From a Portrait by Earie.
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COL. AARON BURR,® [123] or Nuw YORE,

Vice President of the United States, m. Miz. Theodosia Prevost,
of Paramug, N. J., July 2, 1782. Their only child,

256. THEODOSIA, was b. 1733

Col. Aaron Burr d. Sept. 14, 1836.

THADDEUS BURR,® [127] or Farrrierp, Cr.,

ra. Bunice, dau. of Jumes Dennie, of Fairfield, March 23, 1759.
They had no chil. His will iz dated Sept. 27, 1799. His w.
Eunice, and Lewis Burr Sturges, Pxs,

To hiz w, Ennice he gave all his persond.l estate except the
notes, bonds, and obligations that might be due him, and sleo
1,000 ponnds lawful silver money, besides the use and improve-
ment of his real estate during her naturat life, To Charles W.
and Nathaniel L. Capers, sons of his niece Abigail, he left 150
pounds each. To hig niece, BEunice Dennie Hedge, he gave 300
pounds. To his niece, Prigcilla Lothrop Stunrges, he gave 300
pounds, to be realized from the sale of his lands in Weston. The
remainder of his estabe he gave to his nephew, Grershom Barr (ex-
cept his right in the Western lands granted to him as one of the
sufferers of the town of Fairfield, which was to be equally divided
hetween the male heirs of his nephew Gershom.}) He also willed
that his negro man, Cato, if he chose, should be free at his deceass,

Thaddeus Burr d. Feb. 19, 1801, ®. 65 yrs., his w. Hunice d.
Aug, 14, 1805, m. 76. Her will is dated Mareh 6, 1803, and men-
tions the chil, of her aister, Sarah Sayre, and the wife and chil. of
her brother-in-law, Gershom.

GERSHOM BURR,® [138] or ¥armrieLp, Cr.,

m. Prigcilla Lothrop, of Plymouth, Mass., Dec. 12,"17635.

257. Gersuom,® bapt Aung 5, 1768 :

258. EvxNice DExNIB,® bapt. Oct. 11, 1772,

2569. PRISCILLA,® bapt. July 10, 1774,

260. ABIGAIL, bapt. Sept, 9, 1771,

Abigail Burr m. Wm. Henry Capers, of the parish of St
Helena, Sonth COarolina, and d, before 1%99, lesving two sons,
1, Chariles and 2, Nathaniel,

Eunica Dennie m. Barnabas Hedge, of Plymonth, Mass., Sept.
8, 1789, and had ehil,
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I Barnabas, b. Nov. 13, 1791, m, Pryphema QCovington, of
Plymouth, and had chil., 1, James &., 2, Sarak and 3, Nathaniel
L. ; of these, James m. Sarah Holmes, of Plymouth, Sarah m. Jo-
geph Cushman of Middleboro, and Nathaniel m, Sarah Syivester,
of Plymouth.

II. Hupnah d. in inf,

III. Ennice Dennie, d. in inf.

IV. Eunice Dennie, b. Sept. 1, 1795, d. in inf.

V. Jsaac L., b. March 8, 1797, d. in inf,

VL Tsaac L., b, Deec. %, 1798, m. Mary Ann Cotton, of Ply-
mouth, and had chil., 1, Priscilla L., 2, Barnabas, who m. Priseilla
Sherman, of Carver. 3, Lothrop, 4, Anna, whe m. Dwight Faulk-
ner, of Boston. 3, Susan, who m. Frank B. Davis, of Boston.

VII. Thomas, b. Oct. 22, 1800, m. Livdia C. Goodwin, of Ply-
mouth, and had chil., 1, Mery E., who m. Wm, G. Russel, of Bos-
ton. 2, 4bby Burr, m, Wm, T\, Davis, of Plymouth, 3, Kdward .,
m, Helen Robbins, of Plymouth. 4, Alberi ., m. (eorgiana
Barnes, of Piymouth. 5, Thomas, 6, Lydiz &., who m, Joshna R.
Lothrop, of Buffalo, K. Y. 7, Thomas B., 8, William, who m.
Catherine Rassell, of Plymouth.

VIII. Abby Burr, b. Nov. 22, 1802, m. Hon. Chas. Henry
Warren, of New Bediord, no chil.

IX. Hannah, b. Aug. 1, 1804, m. John Thomag, of Plymonth,
and had chil.. 1, Bunice B., who m. John K. Williams, of New
York. 2, Wm. Appleton, who m. Annie Morion, of Kingston, Mass.

X. Funice Dennie, b. June 28, 1806, m. Chandlér Robbins,
M. D., of Boston. OChil.: 1, Harriet Lotkrop, 2. William, 3, Ella
H., 4, Chandler. who m. Helen Wileox, of Phiiadelphis.

XI. Ellen Hobart, b. July 5, 1808, m. Rev. Wm. Parsons
Eunt, of N. Y. Chil.: 1, 4nn P., who m. Thos. P. Frothingham,
of Boston. 8, Lweretic Watson, whom. Paul I. Revere, of Boston.
3, Mary FE, 4," Abby Hedge, 5, Williem Parsons, who m. Eliza-
beth Davis, of Milton, Mass. 6, Ellen Hedge, who m. Benj. W,
Munroe, of Boston. 7, Henry.

XII. John Bloss Hobart. b. March 8, 1810, d. in inf.

XIII. Priscilla L., b, May 5, 1811, d. in inf.

XTV. Klizabeth, b. Nov. 28, 1813, m. George Warren, of N.
Y. Chil.: 1, dnna W, 32, Charles Henry, whom, Annie R. Night-
ingale, of Providence. 8, Jumes, m, Catherine R. Robbins, of Ply-
mouth, Mass. 4, Pelham Winslow, 5, George H., 6, Lothrop Hedge.

XV. Priscilla L., b. July 11, 1816, d. in inf,
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COL. DAVID BURR,® [130] or FaerigLp, Cr.,

grad. at Yale Coll. 1743, m. Eunice, dau, of Saml. Osborne, Dec,
11, 1%51. Chil.:

261. WarTng,® b. Dec. 25, 1752,

962. LucreTIa® b, March 10, 1754,

263. Buxicg,® b. Dee. 29, 1755,

264, Davip,t b, Ang. 8, 1757.

265, WILLIAM,S b, July 27, 1759,

‘266. BLLex b. Ang. 12, 1761, m. Stephen Adama.

26%. Aricair®b. Sept. 29, 1763, m. —— Nichols.

263, Saram,® b, Apr. 21, 1766,

269. ANDREW,® Apr. 7. 1768,

Col. David. the f., d. Dec. 3, 1773. (Fairfield Town Rec. and
Yale Alumni Rec.) His property at Sharen was appraised Sept.
5, 1774, by Hez. Fiich and James Lundon, Jr. Valne £848 7s.
6d. Estate at Fair. inv., July 21, 1783, es. dis. Oet. 27. 1783.
Whole amt. £982 2s. 9d. His wid., Eanice d. Dec. 1, 1789,  All
his chil. were living in 1783, exeept Lucretia and Eunice, who had
m. and were dec., leaving heirs. No will isfound. He wasa law-
yer and held several offices under the government.

JOHN BURR,® [135] oF FAIRFIELD,

m. Mrs. Elizabeth Kerr, dau. of Asher Isaacs. Chil.:

270, SroraEs,fb, 1760, d. 1796.%

271, Mary,® b, 1763, m. Josiah Burr.

John, the f.. d. 1772, Will dated May 9, 1767, names above
chil., his brother Oliver named execntor.

GEORGE BURR,’ [187] oF FarrFIELD, CT.,

m, Mabel Wakeman Dec. 30, 1762. Chil.:

272. Prisciipra,’ b, Sept. 26, 1763,

273. AxXN.%Db. Apr. 8. 1766,

274, BaRAE"b. May 15, 1770.

The above ehil, are recorded ut Fairfield. He lived at Green-
field Hill : was Justice of the Peace und Deputy for Fairlicld at
several zessions of the legizlature. In January. 1730, he wag one
of a committee to inquire into the conduet of some of the inferior

* For chil. of Btarges Burr ses Appendix.
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officers of the State, and reeceived for sach service the som of £14
12 6d.

At the time of the burning of Fairfield, his honse on Grgenfield
Hill was entered and plundered by the British soldiers. The old
oak chest, which most visitors to the Conn. Hist, Bociety’s Hbrary
at Hartford, have noticed, then formed a pars of its farnitare. and
was rifled of its contents, as the inscription on its lid graphically
relates. The chest was presented to the Hist. See, by Qliver B.
Sherwood, of Derby, a grandsen of the former owner,

No will or distribution of property is found, and only above
chil. (f Ann and Sarah we have no record. Priscilla m. Samuel
Sherwood in 1786, and became the mother of eleven children, ag
follows :

1. Susannah, b, Apr. 5, 1787, m., Apr., 1809, Rev. Abraham
Perdy. of North Salem, N. Y., and d. May 19, 1829, leaving two
chil,, 1, Eming, b, 1810, m. a Mr. Schofield, of Stamford, Ct., and
now lives in Ill., has several chil. 2, Alexander, b. 1819, d. 1836,

H. Sarah Buorr, b. Oct, 10, 1788, m. May 2, 1819, James
Cogawell, M. D., of Lloyd’s Neck, L. L., d. Apr. 20, 1830, had
one child. 1, Serak, b. 1820, d. 1875, m. J. W. Barrett, of Staten
Island, and had two dacghters, both living, one married.

IIL Priscilla, b, July 20, 1790, m. 1836, John Foley, d. Oct.
29, 1851, no chil.

IV. George Burr, b. June 23, 1793, d. Aung., 1836, in Ken-
tneky. no chil

V. Fanny, b, March 1, 1794, m, Almon Smith, of Derby, Ct.,
d. March, 1825. Chil.; 1, Goedwin, b. , d. 2, Samael,
living at Lewiston, Me., m. and has ehil,

VI. Samuel, b, Jan. 29, 1796, m. Abby Ann Mansfield Sept.,
1833, d. Aug., 1840. Cbil.: 1, Thomas Vose, b. Aug. 12. 1834, m.
1872, Jennie Taylor, of Memphis, Tenn., has swo danghters.
2, Elizabeth M., b, July 19, 1837, d. 186%. 3, Semuel. h. 1840,
d. Jan., 1876.

VIL Albert, b. Dec. 19, 1797, m. Mary 8. Woodbridge, of
Glastonbury. 1836, d. 1873, at Dayton, 0. Chil.: 1, Fannie, b.
1837, m. John Achey, of Dayton, 0., has two chil. 2, George,
living in Towa. 3. Mury, b. 1842, d. abont 1867,

VIII. Miver Borr, b. Nov. 22, 1789, m. Sept. 8, 1838, Char-
lotte Fowler, of Milford, Ct., is still living at Derby, Ot., has four
chil.,, all living.

1. Mery Burr, b. June 11, 1837, m. Aug. 23, 1858, Franklin
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Haliock, hag two chil., 1, Frank W., b. June 5, 1859, 2, Edith M.,
b, Feb. 18, 1868.

2. William Oliver, b, Aug. 24, 1838, m. Feh, 1, 1871, Lydia 0.
Chichester, of Patchogue, L.L, no chil.

3. Albert F., b. Sept. 17, 1842, m. Oet. 1%, 1866, Emeline B.
Chatfield, of Derby, Ct. Chil.: 1, Charles Gerard, b. Nov, 13,
1867. 2, Hiver Burr, b. Marech 3, 1873, 4. Apr. 23, 1874
3, Joseph B., b. May ¥, 1875,

4. Chariotts C,, b. Oct. 20, 1844,

1X. Clarina, b. Jan,. 8, 1804, m. 1835, Sands Perkius, of Dan-
bury, Ct.,.d. March 30, 1874, at Peoria, Ik, no chil.

X. Mariesta, b. Oct. 26, 1805, m. July 19, 1835, Rev. Amos
Savage. Chil.: _

1. Sgrak A., b. Sept. 10, 1839, m. Apr. 30, 1862, Chas. 8.
Johnson, of Uneasville, Ct.  Chil.: 1, Amoes Sevage, b. Oct. 20,
1863, d. Ang. 28, 1864. 2, Edwin Comsiock, b. June 29, 1865.
8, Chas. Ames, b. Sept. 30, 1770.

2. Francis M., b. July 26, 1842, m. Jan. 21, 1864, Jas. L.
Miiler, of Warren, N. Y. Chil: 1, Fannie d., b. Jan. 30, 1865,
d. Sept. 4, 1865. 2, Frank Savage, b. March 1, 1866. 3, Bessis
A., b, Nov, 3, 1869. 4, Fannie 8., b. Sept. 8, 1872.

XI. Delia, b. Sept. 19, 1807, m. Sept. 2, 1827, Benj. Wheeler,
of Bridgeport, Ct. Chil.: 1, 4lbert, b. May 31, 1828, d. Apr, 21,
1853. 2, Henry, b. Sept. 14, 1830, d. Sept. 19, 1839. 3, Samuel,
b. May 9, 1832, 4. Nov. 13, 1852. 4, Helen, b. Jan. 4, 1834, 4,
Oct. 3, 1852. 3, Catherine, b. Jan, 30, 1836, d. Oct. 19, 1875.
8, Geo. Burr, b. Feb. 4, 1838, d. Sept. 21, 1854. 7, Harrie,
b. March 31, 1842, 4. Sept. 6, 1843. 8, Jokn B., b. Sept. 12,
1843, d. Oct. 81, 1866, 9, May C., b. July 22, 1848, d. Nov. 9,
1864,

Delia Wheeler is siill living at Williamsport, Ind,

OLIVER BURR,* [141] or Daxsury, Cr.,

m. Elizabeth Smith, March 23, 1770. He settled at Danbury, was
a hatter and the founder of the hatting interest, now so flourish-
ing in Danbury. His chil. by first w. were,

275, Brizasera.® m. Joseph F. White, of Danbury, and d.
July 6, 1848, =. 77 yrs. 3 mos. and 13 dnys, leaving chil.—1, Hur-
riel, 2, Melancthon, 3, Oliver Burr, 4, Amglia, 5, Joseph T.

276, SusaNxs,® who m. CoL Bussell White, of Danbury. Chil:
1, Caroline, 2, Susan, 3, Mary Ann, 4, Williom K., 3. Elizabeth.
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Mrs. White d. March 24, 1857, . 84 yre. Col. White d. July
21, 1838, =, 68 yrs.

Mr. Oliver Burr m. 3d Mary Hubbard, of L. I. Theair chil.
were,

27%. OLIVER,®

278. AxN,® b, 1783, m. Samuel Tweedy, of Danbury, and had
chil—1, Oliver Burr, 2, Fdgar, 3, Mariette, 4, Edmund, 5,John H.

279, Woniam,® b, Jan. 6, 1781.

280, PorLLy,® who m. Ebenezer J. White, of Danbury, and had
chil—1, Andrew, 2, Edward Burr, 3, Mary, 4, Henry, 5, Martha
J., 6, Jokn, and ¥, Sarak.

281. JoEN,® d. in Danbury unm.

282. BamramSd. Apr, §, 1835, &. 50 yra, 6 mos.

283. FanNY,  m. Hine, of New Miliord.

284. IsawErLa C.5d. QOct, 14, 1826, unm.

Oliver Burr d. Jan 31, 1797, = 51 yrs. Inv. of estate pre-
sented, Apr. 20,1797, Amt. £2971 10s. 7-}d His wid., Mary, m,
2d, Ebenezer White, of Danbury. S8he d. Jan. 3, 1845, @, 90 yra.

EPHRAIM BURR, Jr.,5[150] oF WESIPORT,

m. Eunice ——.  Chil.:

286. HUNICE,® bapt. July 1, 1764.

286, ABrcair,® bapt. Sept. 5, 1768, m. Hez Sherwood, May
18, 1792.

287, S1Las,® bapt. May 19, 1771

288. AwxE,® bapt. March 16, 1777, m. Hez. Cooley, Dec. 23,
1798,

289. Eranan,® bapt. Sept. 25, 1779.

The above chil. are recorded at Greens Farms, Westport. No
will, inv, or distribution recorded.

PETER BURR.,® [1\54] oF FAIRFIELD,

m. Esther Jennings, dau. of Dr. Seth Jennings, of F. Chil.:
290. THADDEVS,S b. Aug. 17, 1977.
201. BaRAHS® b, Oct. 6, 1779, m. Joseph Sturges.
292. EUNICE,® b, Feb, 4, 1783, m. Seth Osborne Jan. 18, 1804,
293. ANNA,® b. March 9, 1784, m. Capt. Abraham Gould Jen-
ningg, of Fairfield, Sept. 7, 1807, and had chil., 1, Mary Aan, b.
Jan, 27, 1809, R, Jokn G., b. May 1%, 1811. 3, Hlhizg &., b,
Nov. 10, 1812. 4, Augustus, b. Nov. 2, 1814, m., resides in
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Bouthport, Ct. 3. Dawid Burr, b. May 21, 1819. 6. Abrakam
G., b. Ang, 28, 1821. . Izaac, b. Apr. 3, 1823. 8. Oliver Burr,
b. June 3, 1825, m. Esther Judson Goodsell, of Fairfield, Dec. 13,
1854, and has chil., *Annis Burr, b. Sept. 20. 1855. *Walier, b.
Sept. 14, 1858. 3Helen (., b. Jan. 22, 1860. ‘Emme B., b. Deo.
6, 1862. SO0hver Gould, b. Apr. 27, 1865, 9. Lewis Burr,b. Oct
28, 1824, .

294. EsTHER,® b. March 10, 1786.

205. ApIgarr,®b. Oct. 28, 1789,

296, MarY,% b, Sept. 9, 1791, unm,

297. Eemraim,b b, Oct. 7, 1794,

298. EBENEZER, b. Dec. 23, 1798.

Peter Burrd. July 4, 1816. - Estate dis. Dec. 4. 1818, mentions
above chil, Of the danz Fsther m. March 23, 1809, Dex. William
Morehouse, of F., and had 1, Sarak, 2, William B., 3, Marielta,
4, Esther, 5, Stephen, 6, Elizabeth, 7, Major John, a brave and
efficient officer in the late war, and 8, Catherine.

Abigail m. Nov. 8, 1818, Burr Lyon, of F. Chil.: 1. Esther,
who m. in 1833, Rev. E. 8. Huntington, of Danbury, and had
chil., ! Bliza, * Andrew, and ® Enock. 2. Ewunice, 3. Eleanor, 4.
Morris, 5. Eliza,

JOHN BURR," [158] oF Bripaerort, CT.,

m. Eunice, dan. of Josepk Booth, Apr. 1, 1750. Chil.:

299. BruNick®b. Oct. 5, 1750, m. William Holburton, lived
to be 88 yrs. of age.

300. CATHERINE,®b. Nov. 5, 1753, m. Johu Duncombe.

301. JussE,® b. Dec. 30, 1735.

302. WirrLraam ® b, June 23, 1762.

303. JomEN,® bapt. Apr. 29, 1756

John, the f., d. July 28, 1771, The Stratfield Parish Rec.
thus refers to his death: * Capt. John Burr, a farmer, son of Col.
John Burr, was killed by lightning at the old Pequonnock meet
ing house, July 28, 1771. The congregation was standing in
prayer. Parson Rose stopped praving, and after a pause he utteyad
the following words, ‘Are we all here” When the congregation
moved ont it was found thet David Sherman und John Burr were
dead. They were both in the prime of life, with families, (the very
pick of the flock). There was no rod on the steeple at that
time.”
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JUSTUS BURR,® [162] oF Bnmcmrom,

m. Hepsibah ———. Chil.:

304 Brisam®

305, AsmoN,®d. Aug. 34, 1814

306. HurLpaR,® m. David Curtis.

307. Saraw,®m. David Minott,

308. HersipAnl,® m. Philemon Sherwood Nov. 22, 17/86.

309. CoMroRrrT,® m. Joseph Strong, Jan. 3, 1808.

310. Jomw.b

Justus, the £, was killed, 1794, while driving a load of hay
jnto his barn—the oxen crushing him in the doorway. His es.
dist. to above chil. Apr, 1, 1795. - Hepsibah, his wid,, d. Oct. 24,
1810, ®.77. Her es dist. June 18, 1811,

OZIAS BURR/S [164] oF BRIDGEFPORT,

m. Sarah Nichols, Jan. 8, 1764. Chil.:

311. Resrocabd, Aug, 23, 1794, m. 29 yrs,

812, CHAEITY,®d. Aug. 19, 1794, =, 27 yra.

813. AMo0s,%b. Dec. 26, 1768,

314, Jusrtys,® b. Jan, 9, 1771, d. 1821 withount heirs,

815. Ozras,f b, Jan. 18, 1773,

316. NicHorsf b, Dec. 17,1774, d. Apr., 1860.

317, Saranm,’h May 10, 1%77, m. Beih Couch, of Redding, Ct.,
d. March, 1562.

318. Davin,b b, Jan, 2, 1779, unm,

819. Paivo,’ d. Sept. 12, 1794, 2, 13 yra.

320, Porry,fb, Dec. 9. 1783, d. May, 1874,

Oziag, the f., d. Sept. 7, 1836. Sarah, his w., d. Sept. 2, 1820,
®. Bl yra.

CAPT. WAKEMAN BURR,® [166] 0¥ BRIDGEPORT,

m. Mary Davis, of Greenfield. Chil.:

321. WARKEMAN,S

322. Lievi® bapt. Sept. 28, 1769.

823. AriealL® bapt. Jan. 5, 1772, m. Mr. Sherwood

324, Mary,® bapt. May 28, 1775, m. Jacob White. (Fair. Par.
Rec.

Izerh aps others ; no will found or dist. of estate, Capt. Wake-
man Burr was an officer in the Rev. army, and his wife was the
first to diseover the advance of the British on Fairfield in 1779,
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NATHAN BUBR,® [173] or Farmrewn, Or,

m. Buth Jennings, b. 1736, Chil.:

325. HEzpE1aE,? bapt. March 22, 1759, d. in inf.

326. EipLEx,’ bapt. May 4, 1760, m. Stephen Adams,

327. Hezpriag,S bapt. Sept. 12, 1763,

328. NATHANRTEL,® bapt. Feb. 14, 1768.

829. Gipeox.® bapt. Apr. 7, 1775, d. unm,

330. MarrHA,® m. Elihe Benedict.

Fam. Rec. names & dau. Grizzel, who m. Gen. Hayes. No
will or dist. found,

BENJAMIN BURR, [179] oF FAiRFIELD,

m, — ——. Chil.:
331. ABRAHAMS
332, BosEegrr,*®
333. REBECCA,S
334. AxprEw." (Fam. Rec.)

NOAH BUER. [180]

m, —— ———,  Ohil:
385. Hrisma,®
236. GRrizzeLS
83%. Davip,t
338. Asarpmf
33%. AvrEa® (Fam. Rec)

JAMES BURR. [181]

m, — ——. Chil:

340, MyumrINS®

341, HENRYS

342, Magry,S

343. JERUBHA,'

344, Amrcainf

345. ANNA,S

346. Huzrpanm,®

347, Janus.® (Fam. Ree.)

HOSEA BURREF [183] or FairsiELD,

m. Hepsibah Hurd. Ohil.:
348, STRATTON,® d. nnm,
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349, DEsiar,’m. July 1, 1804, Justin Hobart, of Fairfield, Ok

350. Axxa,’ m. Anson Judson, of Stratford, Ct.

851. HEPSiBAE,e m. Albert Sherman, of Monree, Ct. (Fam.

&
He) JEHU BURR,* [186] or MErEpITH, N. Y.,
m. Mary, dau. of Daniel Hawlev. Chil.:

352, Daw1Ern H.,* b. Aug. 2, 1778, at Huntington, Ct.

3538, Isaac,’ b. Dec. 10, 1780,

354 AGURS b, Jan. 4, 1784, never m., lived to old age.

355, DeBokAH,® b, Nov. 23, 1785, d. anm.

356. Cyrus,t h. Dee. 23, 1788,

357. PHILO,S b. Apr. 12, 1792.

Jehu Burr settled first at Huntington, Ct., where most of his
chil. were b. In 1795 rem. with his family to what is now Andes,
Delaware Co., N. Y., then a new coontry. There he followed the
profession of a practical surveyor and land agent. He d. at Andes,
Ang. 4, 1833. Mary, his wid., d. March 14, 1850,

James Burr's chil. were recorded at Fairfield, but there is no
further mention of them there except Stratton, whose es. was inv.
in 177%.

DANIEEL BURRS [187] oF WEsTeoRT, (1.,
m. Abigail Bulkley, of Greens Farms. Their chil. were,

858, JONATHAN,' bapt Jan. 28, 1770.

359, SaiMon,’ bapt. Sept. 10, 17¥3, b. Aug. 31,1773, - (Fam.
Rec, :

3250. Erizaserr,f bapt. July 18, 1779, lived unm. (Greens

Parmg’ Par. Rec.)

TALCOTT BURR,® [190] o WEsTPORT,

m. Mindwell Banks, Nov, 15, 1770. Chit.:

361, Tarcorr’ bapt. July 14, 1771, d. in inf,

362. ErizaRerH, bapt. March 22, 1772,

363. MaARY,S bapt. March 22, 1772. |

364. Arma,S bapt. July 2, 17735,

365. ABIGAIL, bapt Aug. 25, 1775, m. Ezra Burr,

866. ALva'l

367. Tarcort,® bapt. Apr. 2, 1780.

868. CLARINA,S bapt. July 28, 1782.

369. Grack,® o Mr. Burwitt, of N, Y.

All ree. at Greens Farms except Alva and Grace. The firat
four are not mentioned in the fam. record and probably 4. young.
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JOHN BURRS [191] oF WESTPORT,

m. Martha Godfrey Oet. 18, 1772, Chil.:

370.

an.

372,
373,
¥, 1785,

374,
1997,
375,

376.

3.
878.
379.

NatHAN,®hapt, May 23, 1773, d. in inf,

SELLECK,® bapt. Ang. 7. 1775,

EsENEZER,® bapt. Jan, ¥, 1776,

EstHEER,® bapt. Oct, 18, 1777, m. Stephen Sanford, May

MorLy? bapt. Jan. 7, 1780, m. Bradley Belkley, July 13,

Jorn,® hapt. June 27, 1785.
MarTHS,® bapt. Sept. 16, 1785.
NATHAN,® bapt. Apr. 28, 1787,
Erixogr,® bapt. Nov. 25, 1790,
PrisciLra, bapt. Nov. 10, 1793.

All rec. at Greens Farme,

INCREASE BURR, [194] or FarRFIELD,

m. Jane, dun. of Francis Bradley, of Fuairfield, Jan. 8, 1753.
Their chil. were,

380.
381,
382.
383,
384.
385.
388,
587.

HANNAR,®b. Dec. 25, 1754, m. Peier Nichols, of Fairtield.
Anraain.t b, Dee, 10, 1756, m, Gould Dimon, of Newtown.
I[¥crEASE,S

PRUDENCE,?

Wirnra,s

Josepm,*

Ropa,’ m, Alban Bradley, of Fairfield,

JANE,® m. Abrahiam Buikley, of Fairfield, bad a son Josel

Burr, now living in Southport, Cr.
Estate dist. Apr. 16, 1816, names above chil. Hannah and

Williarn were then dec. He m. 2d, Roda Borrics, Oct, 16, 1768,
who survived him, ~

ABELL BURR,® [195] oF EastoN, (r.,

m. Sarah, dau. of Jacob Cadwell, Jan. 16, 17¥51. Chil.:

388,

ApeLLS b, Dec. 19, 1551.

389, JowATEAN, b. Dec. 235, 1753,

390,
. 391,
392,

DavipS$
CADWELLS®
SamUELS
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393. CHARLES,® )

394. SErH,® o

Abell, the f., 4. 1779, His es, inv. March 15, 1779, Amé,
£1561 185, No dlst. found. Above chil. are named in the dist, of
his bro. Eliphalet’s estate in 1816, His marriage and first two
chil. are rec. in the Fair. Town Rec,

JOSEPH BURR,® [197] or Ruppine, Or.,

m. Grace Bradley, May 28, 1758. Chil.:
895, Joserm,® b. July 26, 1772.
396. AaRoXN,® b, Sept. 1, 1777,
Joseph, the f., d. before 1816.

ICHABOD BURR, [198] or Farrrrenp,

m, —— ——. Chil.:

397, JEssES

398. RaowEL,® m, —— Bradley.

There iz no record of his death. His widow d. in 1818, and
her dower was dist. to above chil.

RELIPHALET BURR, [199] oF WESTON,

m. Prndence Wheeler Jan. 18, 1767. They had no chil. He d.
1816. Will dated June 2, 1794, Es, dist. to his nephews, May
24, 1816,

MOSES BURR,® [200] oF WESION,

m, Abigail Edwards, July 28, 1761, Chil.:

309. HaNNAH,S m. Simeon Fanton.

400. Davip,$

401. JoHN,S

402. GR1zzEL,® m. David Merwin.

4058, RACHEL,® m, Sherwood Beers.

404, ABreArr® unm.

405. SARAH,F nnm. -

Moses, the f., d. 1824 His will dated Mav 1, 1820, To his
danghters Abigail and Bargh he gave hiz lands lying nnder the
hills, in quantity about 40 acres, with the buildinga thereon. The
rem. of his es. was to be divided among hiz ehil. equally. His es.
wag dist. Oct., 1824, “‘Grandfather Burr,” says a pleasant letter
from a grandson to the compiler, ¢ was rather a remarkable man.
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.He labored under the difficulty of being nearly blind all his days,
having had the misfortune of being hurt in his head when a small
child. Still he was 2 man of great energy and inteiligence. He
had naturally a very strong mind, and & great memory ; was well
_versed in the Scriptnres, and took great interestin political affairs
~—and all by his great memory. It was his great delight to have
any ons read to him. I rarely paid him a visit, when a boy, with-
out his saying to me, ‘ John, now you have two good eyes in yoar
head, sit down and let me know what is going on in the world.
.He would hold argunments on theology and politics with the ablest
men of the day. I think if he had had the privilege of sight he
would have made his mark in the world ; but with all the disad-
vantages under which he Iabored, he made out to accumnlate a
fair property and raise a large family.”

SAMUEL BURR,® [201] or FaIRFIELD.

m. — ——. Chil.:
406. ELiraavrer,’
407, SAMUEL,S
Perhaps daughters. He d. prior to 1818,

.- EBENEZER BURR,® [202] oF FAIRFIELD,

m. Sarsh Sherwood, Feb. 7, 1759. Their chil. were,

408. EreawoRr,’ bapt. March 26, 1758, m. Lothrop Lewis, July
19, 1978,

409. EBENEZER,® bapt. Feb., 1761.

410. ZaLMoN,® hapt. Apr. 30, 1769,

411, EasTER,* m. D. Hawking and had chil, 1, Ellen and 2,
Dawvid. She m. 2d, Eliho Staples.

Ebenezer, the £f., d. about 1821, His es. inv. Nov. 7, 1821,
Same date there is record of dist. of hiz real estate to hiz widow
Abigail as & lease from her two sons, Ebenr. and Zzlmon Burr.
Bhe must have been a 2d wife, His mar. and chil., except Haster,
are rec. at Green Farma.

ELIiJAH BURR,*-[215] or ReDDING,

m. Roda Sanford, Apr. 2, 1767. Chil.:
412, LEMUEL?S b. Oct. 25, 1768,bapt. Dec. 11, 1768.
413. BrizapeTH,® bapt. May 5. 1771,

lﬁ
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Roda, his w., d. Jan. 11, 1773, and he m. 2d, Eunice Hawley,
Apr. 2%, 1773, His chil. by her were,

414, JosEpH,® bapt. Sept. 4, 1774.

415. Ropa,® bapt. Oct, 13, 1775,

Eiijah Burr m. 3d, —— ——, and had chil.:

416, Jomx,® who d, of yellow fever in the West Indies, without
heir,

417, Lucy,® h. Dec. 3, 1780  Perhaps others.

Lucy m. Jonathan Knapp, of Bedding, Apr. 10, 1800, had one
gson, 1, Moses H., who m. Carcline Reed, of Dutchess Co., N. Y.
They had an only dan., 1, Lucy, who m. Francis A. Sanford, son of
Rav. Hawley Sanford, of Redding, and had chil., 1, Arfbur B., 2,
Myron B., 8, BEmma ., and 4, Frank H. Arthur graduated at
Wes. University, Middletown, in 1872 ; is now pastor of the Carrol
Park M. E. c¢h., Brooklyn. Myron R. is a student at Wes. Univ.

NATHAN BURRS [216] or Pawuixg, N. Y.,

m. Phebe ——, Chil.:

418. HANNAHS b, Sept. 7, 1778,

419, EsrHER,® b. Sept. 7, 1778.

420. Levi®b. Jan. 1, 1782,

421, Bensaman,Sb. July 4, 1784,

432, Sarry,®b. May 21, 1786,

423. PouLy,’b. Apr. 8, 1788, All b, at Redding.

Of above dauns, 1, Hannah m. Benj. Dodge, of Pawling, July
6, 1800, yem. to Canada, and was living there when the war of
1812 broke out. Hor husband deserted her, her property was de-
gtroyed, and she resurned to Pawling with her five small children,
travelling all the way on foot, and crossing on her journey a battle-
field strewn with dead bodies. She d. in Pawling, June %, 1837,
@, 53 yre. '

2, Hsther m. Jona. Baker, of Pawling, Oci. 18, 1797, and rem.
to Fulton Qo., N. Y. They had eleven chil., eight of whom are
gtill living, the eldest Y7 years of age. Esther, the m., d. Dec. 18,
1839,

3, Sally m. Alex. Allen, of Pawling, July 31, 1808, and raised
a family of seven chil. She d. Oct. 15, 1827,

4, Polly m, James Reynolds, of Beekman, N. Y. Jan 18, 1808,
and d. Oct. 7, 1846, leaving five chil.

Nathan, the £, rem. from Redding to Pawling, Dutchess Co.,
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N. Y., Feh. 14, 1792, where he bought and settled on a farm of
2925 acres. He was 3 soldier in the Revolntion, and while he was
in the service it is related that his wife gathered the crops, carry-
ing her twin babies, Hannah and Esther, into the field and laying
them on a blanket while she labored.

JABEZ BURR,® [217] or FarrrFIELD, VT.,

m, Mary Bartlett, of Reading, Feb. 12, 1778. (Par. Rec. reads
Mary Barfrgm.) Chil.:

424, AaRON,® b. 1784 at Redding.

In 1786 Jabez PBurr rem. to Fairfield, Vi, where he d.
in 1823.

He served as a private in the Revolutionary ariny; was at the bat-
tle of White Plains, and at Saratoga at the capsure of Burgoyne,

EZEKIEL BURR,* [218] oF ReDDING,

m, Huldah Merchant, of Redding. Chil:
425. AAROR,S.
426, WiLLiax,5
427. Huwpan,® who m. Dantel Mallory, Oect. 12, 1806, had
a son 1, Aaron Burr, b, Avg. 1%, 1809, Huldah d. at the west.
Y

STERHEN BURR,® [219] oF REDDING,

m, Molly Griffin, Feb. 19, 1787, Chil.:
428. CraR4.® b. June 8, 1788, m. Mozez Dimon.
429, MoLry,® b, July 10, 1793.
430, STEPHEN,® b, Dee. 10, 1795, nnm.
431, EzEKIEL®

JOEL BURR,® {220] or Barsron Seriwes, N. Y.,

m. Elizabeth Gold, of Fairfield, and had one son,
4323, WILLIAM.®
Joel d. at Ballston Springs, N. Y.

SETH BURR,® [227] o¥ FAIRFIEED,

never m. Served through the war of 1776, and was present at the
surrender of Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown. A few years after,
being in India, he was pressed into the British service and served
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under this same Lord Corewallis. He never returned from India.
He was a man of tried coarage.

ISAAC BURR, [229] oF NEw Yo=K,

m. Catherine Buchanan, dan. of John Buchanan, an officer in the
Bevolutionary army, rem. early to New York, and was Port War-
den and Harbor Master of that city for a term of years, His chil.

were,

433,
434,
435.
436.
437.
no chil
438,
439,
440,

441.

JoENX BUOHANAN,® b, Jan. 15, 1801,

Isaac Srnriman,®h, Ang. 15, 1802, d. Sept. 12, 1803.
Isaac,5 b, Apr. 15, 1803, d. June 22, 1809,

Hewry D..5 b, June 24, 1804, d. Sept. 7, 1805.

Many A.5b. March 21, 1805, m. Mr, Emmons, of N. Y.,

Epwagp A% b, Feb, 16, 1809, d. 1859,

Craries H,,* b, Jan, 11, 1812,

ANXa J.,° b. Dee. 16, 1814, res. in Bridgpt., Ct.
GATH_ERINES E..°b. Mareh 1, 181%, m. Stiles M, Middle-

brook, of Bridgeport, Ut., no chil.

DANIEL BURR,® [231] or FAIRFIELD, CT.,

never m., d. in Fairfield, 1843.

NOAN BURR, [284] oF FaIrFIELD, OT.,

m. Anns Jeonings. Chil.:

442,
443,
444,
445,
4486.
447,
448,
449.

SFrH." nnm,, 4. at the west.

ABIGATL.S m, David Lockwood.

FraNcis,® anm,, d., as is supposed, in Mexico,
JUL14.% m. Joseph Donaldzon.

SaraH.® m, Edward Shean.

Isasc,S mnm,, d. at sea, m. 19 vrs,

OLIvER.®

HEXRY,® d. without heirs.

Noah Burr d. Dec. 25, 1859, &. 77 yr=.

EBENEZER BURR,® [235] or FAIRFIELD,

m, —— ——.  Chil:

450,
451,

ErENEZER,S
JuLis,® who m, Deacon Josiah Baldwin.
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WAKEMAN BURR,® [240] oF FAIRFIELD,

never m., was a sea captain. The family record of Charles Burr
mentions 4 son Sturges, who was also a sea capiain. He musi
have deceased before 1800, as no mention is made of him in his
father’s will of that date.

Andrew, the third son of Charles, m. ——, He was an Indian
agentand d. at Mackinaw, Mich., leaving no e¢hil. All died young
and withont families. Of the danghters, Elizabeth m. James John-
gon, son of Rav, James Johnson, the first minister of Weston—now
Easton, and had o danghter, 1, Mekitable, who m, Walker Bates,
of Redding, a prominent citizen of that place, a successful teacher
for nearly thirty years, and, for several terms, representative in the
State legislature.

Eller m. David Wakely, of Fairfield. Bhe was the mother of
Mr. Charles Wakely, present postmaster of Fairfield.

Prigcilla m. a Mr. Ditmas, son of one of the old Kunickerbock-
ers, whose des. now reside near Greenwood, L. I.  She d. in 1855.

SIXTH GENERATION,

EZRA BURR,® [250] oF FREDERICKSBURG, VA.,

m, Abigail, dau, of Taleott Burr, of Westport, Ct.  Chil.:

452, CAROLINE,”h. May 21, 1799, in Fairfield, m. -—— Dether-
age, of Va,, Jan. 29, 1827, became the mother of nine chil., two
only of whom reached mature years. She is still living in Wash-
ington, Rappahannock Co., Va. Mrs. Detherage has a copy of the
Burr coat of arms, painted by herself, from an original, given to
her grandfather, Edmond, by bis cousia, Col. Aaron Burr. The
original was anfortunately destroyed by the lames which consumed
the family mansion during her father’s lifetime.

453. Epmoxp A.,"h. ——, d. of cholera at Lane Seminary,
0., in 1832, while preparing for the ministry.

PETER BURR,® [251] or FREDERICESBURG, VA.,

m, —— ——, Chil:

454, —, a daughter who m,
where she d.

455, PrrEr PINcKNEY,”b. Feb. 1815, res, in Fredericksbnorg, Va.

Peter Burr, the f., was a gew captain, and wae lost at sea,
Oct., 1814, ‘

, and went to Alabama,
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WILLIAM BURR,? [253] oF PHILADELPHIA. P4,

m. Eunice Thorpe, of Fairfield, Ct. Chil.:
456, Eriza,r '
and one son and six daughters, whose names are
not found. Dr. Burr lived for some years near the “Pond,” in
Fairfield, then rem. to New York City, and from thence to Phila-
delphia, where he 4. His dan, Bliza m. Rev. Heury Safford,
Their chil, were,

1, Henry, 2, Willium Burr, 3, Mary J. (Thompson), 4, Elize
D. (OHura), dec., 5, Bunice B. (Scudder), 6, Anna OC.
{Safford.)

Henry res. in Natchitoches, La. William B, is head of the
firm of W. B. Safford@ & Co., druggists, Memphis, Tenn.

SAMUEL BURR,® [254] or BrIngEpoRE, CT.,

was & physician, and lived and d. in Bridgeport, Ct. I have no
farther record.

GERSHOM BURR,* [257] or FarrrigLp, Cr.,

m, l1at, Susanngh, dan, of Daniel Young, of Stratiord, May 19,
1789, Chil.:

457. TraDPDEUS,” was drowned when a boy.

458. SusaNNa®,” d. in inf.

459. Issno”

Susannah, his w,, d. Feb. 12, 1797, He m., 24, Elizabeth
daun, of Rev. Andrew Eliot, pastor of the First Cong. cburch
of Fairfield, Mr., Eliot was a native of Boston, Masz,, and a grad.
of Harvard. He was the son of Rev. Andrew Eliot, pastor of the
North echurch, Boston ; his mother was Mary Pynchon, of Spring-
field, Mass., a lineal descendant of Wm. Pynchon, who settled
Springfield with Jehn Burr, of Fairfield. Rev. Andrew Eliot,
Jr., d. at Fairfield, Sept. 26, 1805,

Gershom Burr, by his second marriage, became the father of
nine chil.: -

460. Aw¥DpREW ELIot,” b, Aug 9, 1802,

461. JONATHAN STURGIS,” b. March- 6, 1804.

463, Priscmia Loraror,? b. July 6, 1806, m, Hobert Clay, of

Scotland.
463. SusaxNa Youwa,” h. Feb, 6, 1808, m. Chas. Benedict.
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464. FREDERICK A..7

465, Joszru A.,7d. in inf,

466, Frizasers E.." m. Robert Clay.

487. Mary E.* m. Robert Eddy.

468, JosEPE A

Gershom Burr d. in New York, March 19, 1828, His father d.
when he was young, and he, with his sister, Eunice Dennie, were
reared by their uncle, Thaddens Barr. He was a man of promi-
nence In the State, and wag Brig. General of the militia from 1816

to 1824, when he resigned.

WALTER BURR,® [261] oF SEARON, OT,

m. Mabel St. John. His chil., as ramed in Sharon probate rec.,
were,

469, Davip,” b. May 19, 1785,

470. Sarrre.” m. a Mr. Taylor, of Ct.

471, AxpreEWw.' b, May 11, 1789

472, NaTEANIEL' 4. young,

473, PrIsciria.’

He d. about 1800, lexving no will,

DAVID BURR,® [264] or Fairrierp, Cr.,

m, Sarah Anna —— No chil. His will is dated March 30,
1819, and gives his prop.. after his wife’s dec., to the chil. of his
dec. bro. Walter, of Sharon. He d. Feb. 18, 1825. The ins. on
his fombstone in Fair, b.g. is as follows:
#* David Burr, Esq.,
wha offiriated as Clerk of the County Court

for 46 yra., and died suddenly at Dunbary,
on the 18th of Feb., 1825, =. 87 yre,”

WILLIAM BURR,® [265] o¥ FAIRFIELD, C1.,

m., Huldah ——, Chil.:

474, Davip,*

475, NaTHAN,?

476. SUSANWA,?

477. ANNET

He d. in 1822, his will is dated May 5, 1808, dist. of es. Nov.
27, 1822, names above chil,
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OLIVER BURRS [277] or Daxpury, Cr.,

m. Catherine, dan. of Dr. Danief Comstock, of Dan, They had
one danu,,
478. Mary," who m. Lucins H, Boughton, of Danbury.

WILLIAM BURR.® [279] or DaNBURY,

- m, lst, Aon Bishop, of Danbury. They had one son,

479, GEORGE,” b. Apr. 1, 1807.

He m. 2d, Elizabeth Fleming. Chil.:

480. WiLLzaM,” b. Dec. 25. 1811. d. in inf,

481, Epwarp 8.,7 b. July 17, 1813,

482, FaNNY.? b, Apr. 23. 1815, m. May 16, 1837, Lucins P.
Hoyt, of Danbury. They have a4 son, 1. Theodore,

483. Mary A.,7 b Jan, 16, 1B1%.

SILAS BURR.® [28%] or FAIxFIELD,

m. Charity Banke. March 16, 1796. Chil:

484, CATHERINE,” who m, Morris Ke