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e Dedicate this Wlorh :

FIRST, TO THE MEMORY OF OUR ANCESTORS,

WHGO BEQUEATEED TO US THE GLORIOUE PRIVILEGE OF RELIGIOU3 LIEERTY, AND SET
U5 EXAMPLES OF BLAMELESS, EXEMPLARY LIVES,

SECONLy TO OUR PARENTS,

WHO TAUGHT TS TD FRIZE THIE INHERITANCE A8 A PRICELESS
BODN, PIRECT FROM THE HAND OF 8GD.

THIRD, T0 SUR CHILDREN,

WHOM WE ADJURE TO CAERISH THEIR INESTIMATLE PRIVILEGES, AND EEEP
UNSULLIED THE FAMILY NAME, UKSPOTTED FROM THE WORLD.

FOURTH, T} OGR POSTERITY.

WAT THEY EMULATE THE WORTHY EXAMPLE OF THE “GOOD AND TRUE ™ WHO HAVE
I'TECEDED THEM, AND “ HONGR GOL AND OBEY HIS COMMANDMENTA.™
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MOTTO.
Which we have heard and Inown, and our fathers hove

told wus,
That the generations to come might know them, even the

children which should be born; who should arise and declare

them to their children.
—Psary LXXVIIL; VERSES 3, 6.
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INTRODUCTION.

BY ONE NOT A MEMEER OF THE FAMILY.

A desire to preserve a family history, even though the
known ancestry be recent, is among the most praiseworthy
sentiments that man can have. An honest pride in the
knowledge that an ancestor has made his name respected
and honored among men may almost be termed a virtue,
since it is calculated to act as an incentive to the living
descendants at least to do nothing which will cast a smirch
upon the name to which lustre has been given.

Among the families in this couniry that may preserve
and exhibit its history with satisfaction and pride is the one
whose records are given in the following chapters. De-
scended from the Rittershausens of Wesiphalia, one member
of which received a patent of nobility in the sixteenth cen-
tury for valor in war—a patent which was renewed to another
member before the century closed—they have, under the
Anglicized name of Rittenhouse in this country, furnished
some men for other Americans to respect and honor.
Williamm and Nicholas Rittenhonse, who established the
first paper-mill in this country, enrolled their names with
credit on the early pages of American history; while the
name of David Rittenhouse, after the lapse of more than a
century and a half, is yet a household one as among the
greatest astronomers and philosophers that ever lived, and
a statesman and patriot of the first order.

The gathering together of the records of a particular
branch of a family is esteemed, and is, a task of magnitude;
but when all the branches for two centuries, male and female,

xi



xii THE RITTEKHOUSE FAMILY.

are to be embraced, the labor, except to the most dauntless
becomes appalling. Often one or more branches have failed
either to keep written records of births, marriages, and deaths,
or through carelessmess or accident have lost them. To
recover these lost or broken threads forms the most difficult
task of the family historian. Long, painful, and frequenily
disheartening searches among old and often nearly forgotten
graveyards, weary investigations into the histories of other
families supposed to be connected, patient reading of musty
public documents, and long journeys from one part of the
country to ancther, are but a tithe of the labor required.
With the difficulties which invariably and continuousty
present themselves during the work, it is almost impossible
to finally exhibit a perfeet record. Some gaps must exisi,
broken threads which no human hand, however patient, can
probably ever unite. No apology, therefore, should be
deemed necessary, or expected, from the compiler of a family
history.

In seeking the genealogy of the Rittenhouses, he to whom
the task was entrusted was confronted with all the difficul-
ties common to those who have performed similar work for
other families. A prolific race, the Rittenhouses had scat-

tered all over the United States and Canada. There is.f

scarcely a Commonwealth between the Atlantic and Pacific
Ocesns but containg many representatives of the family.
Some, when the investigafion was begun, had become lost
to their kindred, and to find these and fo unravel other
tangled threads, Mr. Daniel K. Cassel himself traveled more
than three thousand miles. Fortunately, in his labor of
love he had many enthusiastic and intelligent assistants,
otherwise his work would not yet have been completed to the
point which warranted publication. The result has been a
work which, it is hoped, will have a wider interest than
family histories ordinarily possess, since,ibesides William,
Nicholas, and David Rittenhouse, many other names are
familiar as having been honorably identified in the army,

U



THE RITTENHOUSE FAMILY. xiii

the law, and the ministry. Moreover, the manner in which
the lives of the earlier Rittenhouses were interwoven with
the struggling colonists before and during the War of Inde-
pendence made necessary the welcome publication of many
of ‘the scenes and incidents of those times.

Ordinarily in publishing the genealogy of a family either
a complex or extremely prosaic method is adopted, but in
preparing the history of the Rittenhouse family Mr. Cassel
has made a radical departure from most plans, and adopied a
modified form of one which, through its simplicity, even
the uninitiated in genealogical reading can readily com-
prehend.

Wirriam E. MeEnAn.
Germantown, Philadelphia, Nov, I, 18595,






NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC.

The necessity of this work is obvious to all good citizens
of Pennsylvania and the United States in general, as it eon-
tains a vast amount of lost history that otherwise cannoi be
found in this country.

1t is especially interesting to the descendantsof the family
and citizens of the United States, as it gives a great many
historical facts eoncerning the founding of the State of
Pennsylvania, as well as noted citizens and productions of
industry of its first settlers. It isiniended to be of use to
all historical societies and the public in general as & hand-
book for reference.

The committee appointed by the order of the Board of
Directors consisied of Col. Nicholas M. Rittenhouse, of Balti-
more; William W, Umstead, of Rittenhousetown, near Ger-
mantown; Dr. Alvah Rittenhouse, of Philadelphia, and
Daniel X. Cassel, of Germaniown, Phila.

This committes, through their own efforis, was instrumen-
tal in bringing the work to press by advancing the means
necessary to that end.

It is printed on good paper, good, readable type, highly
illustrated, and well bound. The first volume comprises
three generations antecedent and four generations subse-
quent, beginning with Wilhelm or Williama. Other volumes
will follow this, giving later generations. It can be had by

addressing the Secretary, B. FrANK RITTENHOTSE,
2031 Marshall Street, Philadelphia, Pa.
Or Committee :— Dr. Aivan RITFENHOUSE,
2001 Marghall 8treet, Philadelphia.
Cor. NicHoLAS M. RrriewmoUsE,
Foot of Cross Street, Baltimore, Md.
Winrzan W. UmsTRsD,
Rittenhousetown, near Glermantown, Phila.
Danten K. Cassgr,
4333 Gormantown Avenue, Philadelphia.
v
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INTRODUCTION.

In the course of human events, when people advance in
life, and begin to decline in strength and ability, and are
nearing the days when they should retire from the labors of
the world, the greater becomes the impulse {o reflect upon
their past life and history, and upon their ancestry, history,
and tradition, also their descendants’ future welfare, etc. Self-
interest gradually declines with age into concern for the
welfare of their descendants. It is with these feelings that
the writer has been impelled to this undertaking.

And it is the right and duty of all persons to know and
keep a record of the good deeds and work of their ances-
tors, to better encourage the moral and intellectual stand-
ing of their posterity. The history of the Riitenhouse
family, both ancient and modern, has been neglected. It
seemed urgent and important that it should be done now, or
else it would be forever lost. The history heretofore, both
in this country and previous, has been kept by family tradi-
tions. We have now taken great pains and spent much time
and frouble to search and examine family Bibles, church,
legal, and other public records, ete.

It required much time, labor, and expense to estab-
lish truth and facts, as much as possible in pur history.
Moreover, we have been living witnesses to part of that which
will follow in the volumes to be published hereafter, ete.

We have commenced as far back as the knighting of
Mathias—a. p. 1591—in Austria. He probably was born
about 1540. According to history, the family migrated from
Egypt, to Greece, to Rome, to France or Switzerland, to

xxi



xx1i - THE RITYENHOUSE FAMILY.

Germany, to Holland (where the last of the name in Europe
died August 11, 1898, at La Hague), to America, 1688,
where the descendants, whose number has increased to some
12,000 or more, spread over this continent and Canada.
‘We present a history of our ancestry, of whom we are justly
proud for their superior intelligence, royal blood, and noble
. heralding.

In 1869, being one hundred years after the observation of
the transit of Venus (1769) by David Rittenhouse, the
writer procured a copy of the “Memoirs of David Ritten-
house,” the astronomer, by Wm. Barton, Esq., when he
determined the history of the family should be continued.
He accordingly set to work, and, for twenty-one years, has
gathered genea-biographical history,

In the year a.D. 1889 the city of Philadelpbia desired to
take a tract of land of the Rittenhouse property along the
Wissahickon for a part of the public park, covering a lot
known as the original “ twenty acres,” upon which the birth-
place of David Riftenhouse, the American astronomer, is
still standing, it also being the same lot on which the first
paper mill in America was built.

The imminent danger of the destruction of this birth-
place evoked a determination to secure means for its
future preservation, and for the continuance of the genea-
biographical history of the past, present, and future; and
for developing talent, genius, and scientific knowledge for
future generations. In consequence whereof the following
public notice and invitation for holding a family reunion
was inserted in the Philadelphic Public Ledger of April 3,
1890 :—

To THE RITTENHOUSES :—

Osn Avpril 8th, next, will oceur the 158th anniversary of the birth of
David Rittenhouse, the illustrions Ameriean astronomer, who was born
at. the Wissahickon, near Germantown, April 8, 1722. The undersigned
hereby extend 2 cordial invitation to all descendants of David Rittenhouss
and all branches of the Rittenhouse family to meet in 2 reunion to be
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" held at the ** Maplo Spring Hotel,"" Wissahickon, near Germantown, on
April 8¢h next, at 2 o’clock p. .
Signed,
Davie M. BITTENEOUSE,
Bexas. F. Rrrrennaouse,
A. RrrrevHOowSE, M. D,,
Hewey Rorewoouse, M. D.

In answer to the above call about seventy responded at the
time and place aforesaid. ~
The meeting was called together by Dr. Alvah Ritten-
house, of Philadelphia, who acted as temporary chairman,
with Benjamin Franklin Rittenhouse, of Philadelphia, as
secrefary. After calling the meeting to order, Dr. Ritten-
house explained the object and purposes for which they had

come together, and said :—

We are here as relatives, friends, and members of the Rit-
tenhouse family. There slways has been in the human
heart a desire to keep up family traditions, and to understand
the family tree and genealogical history.

Here in thess memoirs of David Rittenhouse, by William
Barton, page 81, it is shown that the greatest scientists took
an interest in tracing their family history. Both Sir Isaac
Newton and Benjamin Franklin made an effort to find their
ancestors, and so if is with us to-day; with the same feelings
we have met to count back our ancestry, which will extend
back for seven (7) generstions in America, Wehave already
a small genealogical tree, commencing with Wilhelm Ritten-
house, for four generations. And now is the time to look
up its members and fo get a complete family history to
the present day, that our descendants may continue it. We
desire, also, to celebrate to-day the 158th birthday of David
Rittenhouse, who was born on the 8th of April, 1732; and
also the 200th anniversary of the building of the first paper
mill in Ameries,on a branch of the Wissahickon, near Ger-
mantown, Pa,, in the year a.p. 1690, by Wilhelm Ritten-
tenhouse. We further desire to form and establish a
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“ R1rTENHOUSE MEMORIAL AssocrarTiox,” for the purpose of
keeping up the history of the family and to celebrate anni-
versaries by reunions and banquets, ete, and that by so
doing we may complete our genealogical tree. We desire
to keep in memory the noble deeds and traits of our ances-
tors. We have an ancestry as good as any, if not better
than most, of the families In Amerieca. Davip Rrirren-
HousE distinguished himself in astronomy, mathematics, and,
I might say, mechanics, above any man ever produced by
this country. I believe in the hereditary descent of talents,
as well as physical characteristics; I also believe that by this
association the genius and talents of our ancestors can be
made to shine again. We may not see it in our generation,
but it will appear in coming generations. We wish to
establish a library where family and public records can be
kept, also a museum where we can gather together family
and other relics of public interest. We also wish, with the
assistance of the Araerican Philosophieal Society, to memo-
rialize the Legislature of Pennsylvania for an appropriation
in aid of erecting a2 mopnumment to the memory of David
Rittenhouse.

We should also like to preserve the birthplace of David
Rittenhouse,

PROCEEDINGS OF 1890.

At the conclusion of the address Dr. Alvah Rittenhouse
announced that an election of officers for permanent organ-
ization would be proceeded with to govern the ¢ Rittenhouse
Memorial Association.” Col. Nicholas M. Rittenhouse, of
Baltimore, then nominated Dr. Alvah Rittenhouss,of Phila-
delphia, for President, whe was unanimously elected, and
then expressed his sense of honor done him in a few brief
words of thanks. The following officers were then elected :
Vice-president, Col. Nicholas M. Rittenhouse, of Baltimore,
Md.; Secretary, Benjamin Franklin Rittenhouse, of Phila-
delphia; Treasurer, Charles A. Rittenhouse, Jr., of Norris-
town, Pa.; Trustees, William H. Rittenhouse, of Phila-



THE FIRST OFFICERS OF R. M. A., APRIL §, 1890,

President : No. 1. Alval Rittenhonse, s, ., Philadelphia, Pa.
Fice-President :  *¢ 2, Col, Nicholns M, Rittenhouse, Baltimore, Md,
Seerotary * 8. Beojamin Franklin Rittenhouze, Philadelphin, Pa,
Treaenrer : “ 4, Chas. A, Rittenhouse, Jr,, Norristown, Pa.
Truatees : “ B, Henry Rittenhouse, s, p., Philidelphin, Pa,

“ 6. John B, Neisser, Philsdelphin, s,
7, W, I Rittenhonse, Philadelphin, Pa.



THE FIRST BOARD OF MANAGERS R. M. A.

APRIL 8, 1890,

Elroy Frank Corson, Eaq., Phils,. Pa,

. Benjamin Franklin Rittenhunse, Phila, Py,
. Henry Rittenhouse, w.m., Phili,, Pa.

4, Bev, 0. A, Rittenhoude, Br., Norristown, 1.
. Benj. F. Rittenhoude, Novristown, Pa.

. George B, Miller, s, v, Philn, Pa.

. Jucob 8, Rittenbouse, M. m., Rending, Ta,

. Alpnm Hunsicker, Collegeville, Pu,

. Duniel K. Cassel, Philn., P,

. Millard D, Evans, Pottstown, P,

. John 8. Neissor, Philu., Pu,

. Anron Rittenhouse, i b, Philn,, Pa.
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delphia; John 8. Neisser, of Philadelphia; Dr. Henry
Rittenhouse, of Philadelphia. The following Board of
Managers was then elected: E. Frank Carson, of Phila-
delphia; Benjamin F. Rittenhouse, of Norristown; Rev. C.
A. Rittenhouse, Sr., of Norristown, Pa.; Major B. F. Rit-
tenhouge, Treasurer of the Soldiers’ Home at Washing-
ten, D. C.; Dr. George B. Miller, of Philadelphia, Pa.; Dr. -
Jacob Rittenhouse, of Reading, Pa. ; Abraham Hunsicker, of
Collegeville, Pa.; Daniel K. Cassel, of Philadelphia ; Millard
D. Evans, of Pottstown, Pa.; George Rittenhouse, of Norris-
town, Pa.; John 8. Neisser, of Philadelphisa, Pa.; and Henry
Rittenhouse, of Philadelphia, Pa.

After the election of officers, the following rosolutions were
adopted :—

I That the name of the organization shall be ' The Rittenhouse Me-
morial Association.” .
km:% 3‘0 form and continue a Genealogical Tree of the Rittenhouse blood

red.

IIT, To establish a library and museum of family snd historical velics of
public interest.

IV. To commemorate our distingnished ancestors by reunions, aoppi-
versaries, celebrations, and erecting monuments to their memory.

Y. To cultivate, teach, develop, and bring forth in coming generations,
geniug, talent, and general seientific knowledge, ete

YI. To preserve the birthplace of David Rittenhouse, the astronomer,
eta.

VYII To memorialize the Legislature of Penuosylvania to erect & mona-
ment to the memeory of David Rittenhouse, the astronomer,

After the above resolutions were unanimously adopted,
the President appointed the following committees:—

Darier K. CassEei, of Philadelphia, Pa.,

Committee on Genealogy.
E. Frawx Carson, of Philadelphia, Pa.,

Commitiee on Museunm.
E, Frang Carson, of Philadelphia, Pa.,

Commitice on Monument.
Perer B. RITrENEOUSE, of Pliladelphia, Pa.,

Commitice on Finance.
E. Frawx Canson, of Philadelphia, Pa.,
Bexsamin F. RBurensousE, of Norrstown, Pa.,

Legal Advisers,
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Several enthusiastic addresses were listened to, when, on
motion, the meeting resolved that the family “coat-of-
arms ” should eonstitute a part of the Association badge, and
that an injunction of restraint,to be filed in the Couré of
Common Pleas, forbidding all persons defacing or destroying
the birthplace of David Rittenhouse, the American astrono-
mer, presented by the President, should be placed in the
legal advisers’ possession for proceeding, after which the
meeting adjourned to meet at the call of the President.
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Log Cabin on the Wissahickon, daring the Campaign of Wm. H. Harrigon,

1840,

On the 30th day of July, 1890, the Association called to-
gether a large number of the Riitenhouse kindred and friends
to hold their first annual picnie, at the old Log Cabin ground
along the Wissahickon. They enjoyed the band of music
and refreshments, had a general conference, enjoyed them-
selves much in interchanging views and tracing their history
and becoming better acquainted. Both old and young spent
a good day’s recreation, and went home well plessed, rejoic-
ing in the work and objects of the Association, ete.
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PROCEEDINGS OF 1891,

The second annual reanion of the Riftenhouse family,
under the anspices of the * Rittenhouse Memorial Associa-
tion,” was held on April 8, 1891, at the “ Harrison Build-
ing,” Eighth and Spring Garden Streets, Philadelphia. They
opened their morning session at 10 a. ., with the following
programme :—

1. Prayer.

2, Opening address.

3. Reading the minutes of the last reunion.

4, Reports of the officers, which closed the old year, and morning busi-
ness,

Then took a recesstill one o’clock p. M., when by the call
of the President they came to order again for business, which
proceeded as follows :—

1. Installation of officers.

2. Addreases by the different. officers.

3. Aucounceruent of committees,

4, Addresses by invited friends and visitors.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MORNING'S SESSION.

The opening address of welcome was delivered by the
President, Dr. Alvah Rittenhonse, who presented the gavel
that called the meeting to order, and said: “ This gavel was
made by John De Barth, of Nicetown. The pall was pro-
cured from the Iumber of the old paper mill along the Paper
Miill Run, and the handle was taken from the birthplace of
David Rittenhouse, the great American astronomer;”’ that
it is not very valuable at present, but would be in 100 years
henee, and that the older the relic would become the more
valuable it would be.

Therefore it was very important for the members of the
family to collect all old relics and preserve them in the
mwuseum of the Association, either as a donation or lean, for
the benefit of their descendants and the public in general.
He further stated that the Association had been at work
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very diligently on the geneaoclogy and history of their ances-
try, and had procured a great deal of very interesting mat-
ter and accumulated the names of near four thousand mem-
bers of the family. He insisted that all present should
further the objects of the Association; that they should
open a library as soom as possible, and as soon as the
history of the first four generations was completed they
shounld publish it, and then they could follow by publishing
the fifth and sixth generations later on, giving names, dates
of birth, occupations, deaths, and biographical history, with
the good accomplished by their genius and talents, ete.
After which the minutes of the last reunion were read by
the Becretary and adopted, followed by the reports of the
officers, which were listened to with great interest. The
President then declared the old year closed, with a few
remarks, and announced a recess until one o’clock ». m.

AFTERNOON BESSION.

At one o’clock p. M., at the sound of the gavel, the meet-
ing came to order, when the President announced they would
proceed to install the officers-elect for the following year.
The President then appointed Daniel K. Cassel, of Philadel-
phia, to the honorable office of Royal High Grand Master
of Ceremonies to perform the installation. The Secretary
then called the roll as follows:—

Arvan RirrexeousE, M. D., of Philadelphia,

President.
Nicoovas M, RrTTeNEOUSE, of Baltimore,
Vice-President.
B. Franx Rrrexu0UsE, of Philadelphia,
Secretary.
CeariEs A. Rrrrenmousk, of Norristown, Pa.,
Ter.

Wi H. RirTeNBoUsE, of Philadelphia,

Wi, W. UnmsTEAD, of Philadelphia,

REv., AsroN RurenEousE, of Philadelphia,
Truaiees.
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Ag their names were called they advanced and took their
respective places in a semicircle around the altar, when the
* Grand Master” proceeded with the following obligation .—

GENTLEMEN :—You have been elected by the “Ritien-
house Memorial Associalion” to your respective offices, to
serve the ensuing year or until your successors may be
elected, etc. Now, with your left hand raised toward
heaven, and your right hand upon your heart, do you
promise and declare, in the presence of these witnesses, that
you will support, defend, and protect the declaration of prin-
ciples, charter, constitution, and by-laws of the “Rilfenhouse
Memorial Association,” to the best of your abilities, during
the term of your office and until your successors are duly
elected ? So you promise, so may ii be.

After the obligation the Grand Master delivered to the
Marshal the official badges of the officers, who fastened them
on the left lapel of the coat. Those of the President and Vice-
President were royal purple silk rosette badges, date of asso-
ciation: vignette, an “ eagle,” “ closped hands,” and “ coat-of-
arms,” which is to signify as follows:—

The Royal Purple, the Hon. Majesty of Emperor Ferdinand
I11, of Austria.

The Silk, the fine quality of the American industry.

The Rosette, the flower of the human family and the golden
rod of the American soil.

The Eagle, the supreme, high protection of the American
continents and the R. M. A.

The Clasped Hands, brotherhood, friendship, fraternity,
peace, houesty, and liberty.,

. The Coat-of-Arms, the royal high honor and coat-of-arms

that Ferdinand ITI, Emperor of Austria, conferred upon

Matthias, his cousin, in the year 1591, when he made

him a knight, or marshal of his castle, or house, and

later, after the death of Matthias, the insignia or coat-

of-arms became the property of Georgius Rittershausen,

or Rittershusius, son of Conradi and nephew of Matthias,
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for whom ik was improved, and conferred upon him
and his descendants, both male and female, forever, in
the year 1652-62.

To the Secratary, a white silk rosette badge; vignette, clover-
leaf water mark and coat-of-arms. The color, whits, signi-
fies the paper used by him. The clover leaf, the fac-simile
of the original water mark of the first paper made in
‘America by the Rittenhouses.

The Treasurer, a gold color, silk rosette badge; vignetts, a
government treasury $1.00 note, coat-of-arms, ete. The
color signifies gold for currency, the $1.00 note signifies that
the Association endorses treasury notes equal to one hundred
¢ents, a legal tender, and on a parity with gold.

To the Trustees, a green silk rosette badge ; vignette, paper
mill and coat-of-arms. The green color signifies the ground
of the original twenty acres as property of the Association
held by the Trustees, and the family green spruce tree. The
mill represents the original paper mill in America built by
William and Claus Rittenhouse.

The Board of Managers, or Directors, was presented a blue
silk rosette badge; vignette, the American flag and coat-of-
arms. The blue represents the American soil as the birth-
place of the B. M. A. The flag, that the Association endorses
the U. 8. flag and laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania by their directors,

The Honorary Members are presented with a plain white
silk rosette badge. The vignette is a cut of the erown of
Ferdinand III, Emperor of Austria, and coat-of-arms repre-
sents the royal high honor that he conferred upon Georgius
Rittershausen and his descendants, both male and- female,
forever.

The family kindred badge, for pienics, balls, excursions,
and other family gatherings, is a plain white silk, with a
green gpruce tree vignette, 1644, Wilhelm’s birth, the begin-
ning of our genealogical free in America. * Spruce, 1690,”
gignifies the ever-green spruce iree, from which the survey
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of the original twenty acres began upon which the paper
mill was built, and also the blrt.hplace of David.

After the installation ceremonies were completed the gavel
was presentied to the President, who gave an address of thanks
.and encouragement for the progress the Association had
made, and hoped all the kindred would aid in the fature,
afier which very interesting addresses were made by Colonel
Nicholas M. Rittenhouse, of Baltimore, Vice-President, and
Aaron Rittenhouse, D.D.,, and others. The meeting then
adjourned with a general conference for the remainder of the
afternoon.

PEDIGREE AND ORIGIN OF NAME, “ RITTENHOUSE.”

The writer thought he would insert a short pedigree of thig
origin of the family as best could be ascertained from historical
records and eommunications from Holland, etc. Mo doubi
it will be interesting to many of the family to know that
it emanated from a line of hereditary kings and mem-
bers of the royal family, ete.

It will be suflicient to commence with—

GEN I
. EUBOPE ®0. FAML.

1 1 1 Maximilion, born A.D. 1425, Emperor of the
Netherlands a.p, 1477, of Germany and
Ausiria, 1463 ; m. Mary, the daughter of
Charles: the Bold, who died a.p. 1519.

2 .2 1 q‘P?uih',p, son of Maximilian, b. 1450; was
crowned Emperor of Ausiria a.p. 1493;
m. Izabella, daughter of Emperor Ferdin-
and, of Spain, and thereby acquired a
right to the crown of Spain, a. p. 1506,

8 8 1 Charles V,son of Philip,b. February 24, A.p. -
) 1500. His early teacher was Adrian VI,
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.of Utrecht, until 1617. He fell heir to the
erown, at his father’s death, a.p. 1506, of
Austria and Spain, 1517, but lived in the
Netherlands. In 1530 he granted the
“ Anabaptists” the freedom to worship
according to their conscience, under the
* Smalkald League ” of Saxony and Hesse.
He married Isabella. She died a. p. 1539,
when he fell heir to four royal lines, and
was the greatest monarch of the 16th
century. He had a son, Philip, whom he
crowned in 1564, He gave up his crown
in 1558, and died September 21, 1558,

GEN. I
EQROrE. Ko, FAM.

3 4 2 Henry Nicholas, son of Philip, b. 1505; was
crowned 1524, and surnamed Ferdinand,
Hae sueceeded his brother, Charles V. He -
married Anna, a sister of the King of
Hungary. He died 1564,

4 5 1 Bulthaser, son of Henry Nicholas Ferdinand,
b. about 1525; was made Emperor of
Austria, Hungery, and Bohemia; erowned
in 1572, and surnamed Maximilian II;
d. A.p. 1576.

4 6 2 Ferdinand I, son of Henry Nicholas, was
Emperor of Tyrol and Lower Austria.

4 7 8 Chorles, son of Henry Nicholas. He was
master of Styria. He had a son, Ferdin-
and II, and his son was Ferdinand ITI.

1 Rudolpk,son of Balthaser,8ir Maximilian II,
b. ; was crowned, 1572, king of
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*Hungary, Bohemia, and Rome. In 1608
and 1611 he was forced to cede to his
brother, Mathias, Bohemia and Hungary,
Died 1612.

Tar FirsT RiTTeENHOUSE,

Gen, ™™
EuROPE, ¥0. FaM.

1 1 2 Mathias, son of Balthaser, Sir Maximilian IT.

In 1591 he was knighted with a coat-of-
arms to the House of Knighits (“ Housius
Riders, Mounted Horsemen) by his second
cousin, Emperor Ferdinand IIT, of Austria,
and in 1612 succeeded his brother,
Rudolph, and was crowned King of
"Hungary and Bohemia, 1619. He died
without issue. He requested Ferdinand
IIT to succeed him.

i 8 /Conradi, son of Balthaser, Sir Meximilian II,

b. September 25, A. 0. 1560 ; professor of law

. +and- higtory in the University at Altorf,

Westphalia, Holland.

38 Chories, son of Henry Nicholas, Master of

b

Styria, had a son, Ferdinand IT, who was
made Archduke of the Duchy, and
crowned Emperor of Austria, 1578, on the
death of his grandfather, Balthaser. Fer-
dinand IT was a first cousin of Rudolph:

and Mathies, Ferdinand IIT, son of Fer--

dinand II, knighted Mathias, 1591, and
was crowned by his father, 1618. He
made the peace which concluded the
Thirty Years’ War October 24, 1648, at
Westphalia. Heafterward, about the year
1652-62, improved the coat-of-arms of Ma-

—

4
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thias, and conferred it upon Georgius, son
of Conradi, son of Balthaser, and his de- /
scendants, both mals and female,. Georgius
then became Sir Rittershausen:

GEN, I
EDROFE. X0,  FAM.

2 1 Nicholas, son of Conradi, b. 1592,

2 2 2 \Geefgz'us, Sir Rittershansen, son of Conradi,
b. 1595 ; professor of law and genea-bio-
graphical history, 1624-25, at the Uni-
versity at Altorf, Westphalia, Holland.
Maihias was his uncle, and Ferdinand
IIT was his second cousin. He died 1661.

2 8 ZLudwig, son of Conradi, died young, without
issne.

3 8 1 Adam PFrederick, son of Georgius Rittershau-
sen, died young.

3 4 2 ‘Gea'rge Rittenhausen, son of Georgius, b.1620;
d. ; m. Maria Hagerhoff. He is sup-
posed o be the first Protestant of the
family, who left the Catholic faith, and
desired to worship according to his consci-
ence. This would seem to be the origin
of the Mennonite faith in the family.

\ .

4 5 1 Wilhelm, son of George Rittenhausen, b.
1644; came to America 1688, with his
two sons, Gerhard and Nicholas, and his
daughter, Elizabeth.

4 6 2 Henry Nicholas, son of George Rittenhausen,
lived in Holland; m. a,De Ruyter; she
had a coat-of-arms cap-a-pie.
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N
GEM, IV
EU20PE X0. FAM.

4 7 3 Name unknown; daughter of George Ritten-
hausen ; lived in Heolland.

5 8 1 Adrien, son of Henry Nicholas, b. 1693;
lived in Awsterdam, Holland, and was
interviewed by Barton, 1778. He was
supposed to be the last of the name in
Europe. '

We have now established the fact that “ Matthias” was
the first Rittenhouse. The Biblieal definition of “ Mathias”
is“ the gift of the Lord ;” and of “Nicholas,” ** the viclory of the
people.” No doubt they were both surnames at some pre-
vious time, ag they frequently originate from their Latin
base, viz.: Teutonic, “ Housius, rider "—knight mounted on
horseback; German, “ Hausen-Ritter” (Knecht); Anglo-
Saxon, “ Rittershausen ;” English, “ Rittenhouse.”

It originated as a surname as the House of Knights,
House of Lords, or Commons, House of Representatives,ete.
The word knight is believed to have originated about 4. b.
370, an association amongst the Tentons whe were monnted
horsemen. The kings frequently had two classes of gnards
or marshals to guard their castles, patrolmen or footmen
(indoors); and mounted horsemen or knights (outdoors).
Mathias may, then, be counted the first Rittenhonse, and his
nephew, Georgius, the second ; and his son, George, the third
generation ; and hisson, Wilhelm, the fourth. Later genera-
tions will be given hereafter in the body of the work.
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CHARTER, GRANTED SEPTEMBER 29, 1891, OF THE
RITTENHOUSE MEMORIATL ASSOCIATION.

To taE HoxorABLE THE JUupaES oF THE Count oF CoMmMoN PLEAS,
No. 2, vor tHE CoUNTY OF PHILADELPHIA

TEx UNDERSIGNED, 2ll of whom are citizens of the Commonwealth of
Penusylvania, having associated themselves together for the purpose of or-
ganizing and establishing ‘' The Rittenhouse Memorial Association,’’ and
being desirous of hecoming incorporated agreeable to the provisions of the
Act of Assembly entitled: ** An Aet to provide for the incorporation and
regulation of certain corporations,” approved April twenty-ninth, Anno
Pomini, 1874, and the Supplements thereto, Do hereby Certify :—

1. The name of the proposed corporation is: THE RIrTeNHOUSE
MEMORIAL ASROCLATION.

Ii. The corporation iz formed for the purposs of forming and con-
tinuing a (Genealogical Tree of the Rittenhonse blood kindred s
to establish a Library and Museum of family and historical relies of
public interest ; o cultivate, teach, develop, and bring forth in com-
ing generations, genine, talent, and general scientific knowledge;
to preserve the birthplace of David Rittenhouse, the astronomer,
and also the old chapel, sitnated on same gronnds on Wissahickon
Creek, and allow the same to be used by the Association as a place
of meeting aud a Library and Muoseum, and for the erection of a
Monmument and Statue in memory of the Hon, David Bittenhouse,

IIT. This Association shall transact the business in the County of Phila-
delphia and the State of Penusylvania.
IV. The said corporation is to exist perpetually.

V. To have power to institute, maintain, and defend judicial proceed-
ings; to enter into any obligation necessary to traneact its ordin
business, .

Y1 To make and use a common seal, and alter the same at pleasure,

VIL To hold, purehase, and transfer such real and personal property as
the purposes of the said corporation require, not exceeding the
amount limited by this charter, or by the laws of the Common-
wealth,

VIII. To meke by-laws not inconsistent with the laws of the Common-
wealth for the management of its property and the regulation of its
affairs; o appoint and remove such mabordinate officers and agents
as the business of the corporation requires, and to allow them a suit-
able compensation,

IX. The names and residences of the subseribers are as followa : Alvah
Rittenhouse, 3. D., 2001 Mamshall Sireet, Philadelphia ; Nicholas



Charter Members, Rittenhouge Memorial fhéson.

September 29, 18971.

P S 1503.
Copyrigut, 1890

Now i Cont-of-Armns,

No. 1. Alvali Rittenlionse, v, o,
w8, Thomns La Rittenhouse, s, b, @, Daniel K. Cossel (Historion).

“# A, Anron Rittenbouse, .0, “ 7. Wm. W, Umstemd.
R, Col, Nicholus M. Rittenhouse.

“ |}, Elroy Frank Carson, Esq,
No. §. George B. Miller, s, n,
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M. Rittenhouse, Baltimore, Md. ; Aaron Rittenhouse, D. D., 1026
Arch Strect, Philadelphia; Daniel K, Cassel, 4333 Germantown
Avenue, Philadelphia ; George B. Miller, a. p., 2053 North Seventh
Street, Philadelphia; Wm. W. Umsted, BRittenhousetown, Penrs. ;
E. Frank Carson, 2001 Marghall Street, Philadelphia ; Thomas L.
Rittenhouse, M. »., 2001 Marshall Street, Philadelphia.

X. The said corporation is to be managed by 2 Board of Directors, con-
sisting of eight members, and the names and residences of those
chosen as such for the first year are: Alvah Rittenhounse, M. D.,
2001 Marshall Street, Philadelphia ; E. Frank Carson, 2001 Mar-
ghall Street, Philadelphia; Themas I. Rittenhonse, . p., 2001
Marshall Street, Philadelphia ; Nicholas M. Rittenhouse, Baltimore,
Md, ; Aaron Rittenhouse, v. ., 1026 Areh Street, Philadelphia ;
Daniel K. Cassel, 4333 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia ; George
B. Miller, u. p., 2053 North Seventh Street, Philadelphia; W,
W. Umsted, Rittenhousetown, Penna,

‘Witness our hands and seals this 34 day of September, 1891,

ALvaE RITTENHOUSE, [SEAL]. -
TroMAS L. RIFTENHOUSE, [SEAL].
A. RerreNgovusE, [8EAL].
E. Frang CarsoN, [sEavr]
Niororas M. RITTENHOUSE, [SEAL].
Danmr K. Casser, [BEAL).
Grorek B. MILLER, [sRAL].
‘Wu. W. UnmsTeD, [SEAL].

State of Pennsylvania, County of Philadelphia, ss, :

Before me, a Notary Publie, in and for Philadelphia County aforesaid,
personally appeared Alveh Rittenhouse, B. Frank Carson, and Thomas
L. Rittenhouse, three of the subscribers to the above and foreguing
charter or certificate of incorporation, and in due form of law severally
acknowledged the same to be their act and deed.

Witness my hand and official seal this 34 day of September, 1801,

W. G. MesseMER, [s1aL],
Notary Public,

Recorded in the Office for Recording Deeds, ete., in and for the city and
county of Philadelphia, in Charter Book, No. 17, page 377.
‘Witness my hand and seal of office, this 20th day of September, A. D.
1891. .
Taomas CHEW, [3RAL],
Recorder of Deeds.
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DECREE,

And now to wit, this twenty-ninth day of September, A, ». 1891, the
abore charter or certificate of inecorporation, accompanied by proof of
publication of an inteution to apply for articles of incorporation having
been presented to the Judges of this court, and having perused and exam-
ined said instrument and found the same to be in proper form, and within
the purposes named in the first class of corporations, specified in section
two of the act of Assembly of April 29, 1874, and the same appearing to
be lawfizl and not injurions to the community, the said court, on motion of
BE. Frank Carson, Esq., solicitor for said corporation, do order and decree,
that the zaid charter be approved, and that npon the recording of said
decree the subseribers and their associates shall be a corporation for the
purposes, and upon the terms, and under the nams therein stated.

SAML. W, PENNYPACKER, [SEAL],
Judge C. P. No. 2.

RITTENHOUSE FAMILY REUNION,

The Third (3d) Annual Reunion of the ® Rittenhouse
Memorial Associetion,” and the members of the family and
friends, was held on Friday, April 8, 1892, in the old
Mennonite Church, Main above Herman Street, German-
town. The exercises commenced about thrée o’elock. The
event was also marked by the fact that the day was the
160th birthday celebration of David Rittenhouse, the famous
astronomer, and the occasion was an exceedingly interesting
one. There were quite a number of the descendants of the
Rittenhounse family present.

The exercises were commenced with the singing of a
hymn, which was followed by a prayer by the Bishop of the
Mennonite Church at Deep Run, Bucks County, Pa., the
Rev. Allan M. Fretz :—

Abmighty God, our heavenly Father! Thou who reignest and rulest on
high, and dircetest the affairs of man, and guidest thy people to the glori-
fieation of thy Holy means, we come before thee this afternoon, in this

sacted place, the place to us all most dear as an ancient landmark of wor-
ship, where thy people have in past generations gathered to worship thee,
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and are still doing s0, a place where thy servants have for two hundred
years preached the gospel of salvation i Jesus Christ. 'We come with
thenkfn] hearts and cheerfol saprits,. 'We thank thee, O Lord! for the
privilege of thus meeting together this afternoon with friends from near
and from far to commemorate the lives of our worthy ancestors.  'When the
crnel band of persecution pressed them sore in their native land beyond
the waves, they, for liberty and thy gospel's sake, left their all and found a
refuge in this land of liberty ; we thank thee, our Father, that thou with
thy strong arm and thy rich blessings didst guide and accompany them
across the mighty waters, that thou didst bless them as pioneers in this
place, that thon didst bless them in their work here, and didst greatly
increase their numbers that their descendants are now scattered through-
out the whole countiy and are greatly blest. 'We thank thee for the religion
they brought to these shores, and the gospel which they preached and
practised. 'We thank thee for the achievements of their descendants in the
arts and sciences. Yea, we thank thee for all the blessings we as their
descendants are reaping to-day.

Dear TLord ! thou knowest the object of our meeting here this afternoon.
Oh! bless us as we thus meet together in reunion before thee, and witk us
bless 2ll the fricnds that meet with us. Let this gathering redound to thy
honor and glory of thy great name, and be a blessing to all of us here.
Grant that it may be alike a gathering of pleasure and benefit ; that while
we enjoy thus meeting together we may he drawn Into a closer fellowship
and love, and that we may especially be drawn nearer unto thee, Bless,
0 Lord! those who are to address thiz gathering here. While we are
reminded of the worthy deeds of onr ancestors, may we be nrged to feel
our duties and respovsibilities and iuspired to a more faithful discharge of
the same. Do thou bless thy word as it is preached from time to time in
thiz eacred place. Bless us in all cur relations in life and make us truly
humble before thee, forgive us all our sing and shortcomings, and grant, O
Tord | that when this life of toil, intermived with pain and pleasure, hope
and fear, adversity and prosperity, is over, we may all have a happy reunion
where there will be no sorrow, nor sighing, no parting, no dying, but
peace, joy, and pleasure for evermore, a$ thy right. 'We ask these blessings
in the name of Jesus our Savicur. Amen.

President Alvah Rittenhouse, M. D., then presented to Mx.
Rittenhouse Fraley, of Germantown, a white badge, indicat-
ing the oldest member present.

Dr. Rittenhouse then made an address, in which he said:
“This is the 160th birthday of David Rittenhonse. He was
a mathematician, astronomer, mechanie, and & peacemaker
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of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, by whom a great
deal is due to his memory—mnot only by the Commonwealth,
but by the nation as well. He was a great grandson of
Wilhelm, who was the first in this country of the name
of Rittenhouse, or Rittenhausen, and all the descendants
are entirely by or of him. He (Wilhelm) was a man
of unusual capacity and exhibited much enthusiasm in
establishing a freedom of thought. When Wilhelm landed
here, from some accounts we have of him, he seemed to be
moved by high motives to travel around, and finally he
settled at Germantown, and his industry caused him to search
about for & location for the business®f his own choice and
impulses. He selected the first real estate for business on a
branch of the Wissahickon, Paper Mill Run, which was and
is known in history as ‘the original 20 acres’ e proved
his industry by building up a paper mill, which was the first
paper mill in this country., Since then it is almost impos-
gible to say how many establishments have been ereated.
There are over 12,000 descendants of Wilhelm Rittenhausen.
He stood in 2 building on the spot on which this house is
built to preach the gospel to his relatives and associates.
The tract of land on which the mill stood was leased in 1690
on the 29th of September. After a few years a more effectual
deed was secured. In *1705-8 Nicholas, his son, became
partial owner with him. They built a house on the property.
In 1707 it was the dwelling of Mathias, son of Nicholas,and
it was while there David, a son of Mathias, was born. Not
much improvement was made on the place until the year
1869, when a chapel wag built. It would seem that this spot of
ground had been watched over and taken care of by some
powerthat had preserved it for such purposes until within the
last coupie of years. In 1869,one hundred yearsafter David
made the observation of the {ransit of ‘ Venus,’ the writer
became possessor of the history of David Rittenhouse, and
decided that a continued history of the family or descendants
ought to be prepared and kept.
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“After two hundred years the city wanted to use the prop-
erty for & park. When this was made known to the kindred
of the family or the descendants of Wilhelm Rittenhouse
they objected most strennously, and by some of the descend-
ants it was considered advisable to organize a reunion to take
action against such measures, as would alienate from the
family so sacred a spot as the original {wenty acreg, and in
1890, on the 8th of April, the rennion was held, The en-
thusiasm shown at that reunion was evidence of a determin-
. ation fo secure the preservation of the iwenty acres, of
the chapel, and the old mill, and especially the birth-
place. The organization as formed was determined to save
it as a relie, considering it invaluable, and e most enthusi-
astic feeling was manifested by the family. It was consid-
ered advisable to erect a monument on the site of the old
mill, and it was also considered a good thing that the
organization was established when it was. The Associa-
tion, known as the ‘Riltenhouse Memorial Association,’ of Penn-
sylvania, cannot afford to lose such a spot, and it is & worthy
object for the Commonwealth to fake up, as well as the
‘ Ritienhouse Memorial Association’ to preserve.”

Dr. Rittenhouse further spoke on pushing children under
twelve years of age in their studies in the different schools
of the present age in comparison with those of earlier
years, and of the great tax or strain on their nerves and the
resulis accruing therefrom, and also of the adaptability of
each one for certain businesses or studies if their talents
weore in accord with them. That they desired to purchase
and establish a memorial hall to further said purposes.
The Board of Directors would kindly ask all kindred, and
other interested persons, to send them their names and post
office address, with a short history of any of the Rittenhonse
kindred. Subscriptions of yearly contributions would be
thankfully received to the following funds: For a library,
museum, memorial hall, monuments, etc. Also donations
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of books, papers, charts, relics, and objects of interest; pho-
tographs, cabinet size, for a picture gallery.

Hymn No. 199, “Shall we Meet Beyond the River?” was
then sung, after which Hon, Horatio (aies Jones made a
few remarks. He said, amoeng other things: “I have
known of the Rittenhouse family since I was a lad. I have
studied the birth of David Rittenhouse since 1857. It has
been my privilege to be a neighbor to Nicholas Rittenhouse,
Jr., since 1857, and the more I know of the family the more
deeply am I impressed. I was surprised on picking up a book
published in 1802, one day in turning over its leaves fo find
several pages of wood paper. I understand tbat it is said
there was no paper made other than out of rags in the early
days, and there now is considerable surprise manifested by
some people on learning that paper can be made of wood,
and it is mentioned as a wonderful discovery. I have only
to say that the book I have at home has several pages made
of wood. I understand that & monument is fo be placed in
the Mennonite Church-yard here in memory of Bishop
Rittenhouse, and I snggest that one also be erected to David
Rittenhouse in Ritlenhouse Square.”

Mr. Daniel K. Cassel was the next speaker. Ie said:—

REPORT OF D. K. CASSEL, CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEE
ON GENEALOGICAL TREE, APRIL 8, 1892,

“The feelings we have experienced in contemplation of these
family gatherings, and the pleasure and happiness derived
in meeting our kindred and friends in its realization, far sur-
passes all our anticipations. That within a shorf period of
time from our knowledge of each other’s existence we should
assemble face fo face, the various branches of our family tree,
gathered from all parts of our great country, secems almost
too wonderful fo be an accomplished reality. For a moment
to call to mind the simple means by which it has become
not only possible, but a reality, may not be unprofitable. We
now can but be filled with wonder and astonishment that
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the matier of our acquaintance has been so entirely neglected.
For this, however, we have all been equally at fault. Not only
we who are living, but those, foo, who have preceded us, whose
forms and faces it has never heen our privilegs to behold.

“To those who have no experience in such an under-
taking it may still be interesting fo know something of
the manner and method of procedure. Three years ago all
the knowledge I had of the matter was that our ancestor
was Wilhelm Rittenhouse, and, of course, I know but liitle
of the family but what I learned from my mother. I gath-
ered some information from the records of the Mennonite
Church, where Wilhelm Rittenhouse was the first bishop,
and many of his descendants were members, as many are
yet. This, of courss, led fo nothing worth mentioning, as we
none of ns knew how we were related. On April 8,1890, at
the first family reunion, I was appointed chairman of Com-
mittee on Genealogical Tree. I ab once commenced writing
letters of inquiry, and have now written hundreds of letters
to all parts of the United States and Canadas, and have éx-
amined many records.

“T am still pursuing the matter, and now have more than
six thoussnd names of our kindred, all belonging to the
descendants of Willem Rittenhouse, from 1688 to the pres-
ent, adding new names for a second volume.”

After singing “ America” and “ Old Hundred,” Colonel
Nicholas Rittenhouse, Jr., of Baltimore, made a few remarks.
He said he had coms over one hundred miles to attend the
meeting and was glad to be present. He spoke of some of
the connections of his family with the Rittanhouses, and the
bravery of the latter, and read an order from prominent
generals in the Revolutionary War, besides other valuable
bits of manuseript of earlier date.

Bishop Allen M. Fretz was the next speaker. He stated
that he was the representative of the Rittenhousesof Canada,
and resided in Bucks County, and gave a description of his
lineage, which was done briefly.
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In conclusion, the President called on Dr. M, M. Walker
to speak, but as the Doctor had arrived only a few moments
before the request, he replied that he was unacquainted with
the remarks on the subjects spoken of by those who made
the addresses, but that he had known the Rittenhouses for
some years and had married a lady who was a descendant of
the family.

The people present then engaged in general handshaking
and greeting. Many of them seemed {o be affected and deeply
moved by thoughts of the oceasion’s import, and thus the
Third Reunion of the Association ended.

FOURTH ANNUAIL REURION OF THE R. M. A., April
8, 1893.

The Fourth Annmnal Reunion of the *Rittenhouse
Memorial Association,” and family kindred, and the 161st
Birthday Anniversary of David Rittenhouse, the astronomer,
was celebrated on Saturday, 2 p. M., April 8, 1893, at Oak
View Park, Norristown, Pa. Honorable mention is made
of Joseph B. Rittenhouse, Chairman of the Committee on
Reunion, and Charles A. and Henry Rittenhouse, proprie-
tors of the park, all of Norristown, for their valuable service
rendered on the occasion. At the appointed hour the Presi-
dent, Alvah Rittenhouse, M. D, called the meeting to order,
and appointed Miss Bessie Rittenhouse Secretary pro tem.
Brother Nicholas Rittenhouse, of Baltimore, opened the ser-
vices with an affecting prayer in behalf of the Association,
family, kindred, apd friends. The President then addressed
the meeting with & greeting of welcome, and said that the
Association had made wonderful progress for the shorf
period of three years, that they had gathered & great deal of
valuable historic information that would, if delayed, have
been lost, and that they were pressing forward as fast as
they could with the limited means at hand; that they
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next desired to obiain a hall for their library, museum, and
meeting place, where donations or loans of books and relics
would he received and deposited for perusal and exhibition
for the family and public, and that at some future time, per-
haps pot in this generation, the library would grow with
sufficient bequests and funds fo establish a “Riffenhouse
University ” of general scientific knowledge, which should be
built on some suitable high ground. A rotunda about two
hundred feet in diameter, one hundred feet in the centrs for
an auditorinm, while the outside circle of fifty feet with a
cirecumference of six hundred feet, should be divided inio
sections of twenty feet or more for the libraries, school
rooms, and studios of various sciences. The basement for
heating, lighting, banquets, etc. The second floor for
“ seclions,” some thirty or forty studios. The dome, one
+ hundred feet or move, for a telescopic observatory. The
walls to be built of stone. The roof of glass, for top light.
The framework of iron. No gaudy or unnecessary expres-
sions or expense should be encouraged. It should be dedi-
cated to Professors Conradii, his son, Gorgius Rittershausius,
David Rittenhouse, the astronomer, the “Ritfenhouse
Memorial Association,” the family kindred, the American
people, and the “Seientific World.”

The institution to be based on three great principles:—
First, the junior, or common school educafion ; second,
the postal, or home edncation; third, the advanced educa-
tion, according to maturel talents and genius.

The firs{ is necessary to all humanity, no matter what
country, station, or pursuit, or time in lifs, and with encour-
agement is obiainable by any person of common sense, a
part of which should be the mother’s first lessons.

The sscond, or homs studies, should be encouraged by the
institation through the postal telegraph and telephone
- mediums. Nearly all the great men of learning and genius
obtained their prominence by home study, where quietness in
“ their secret closet,” and deep thought prevailed ; their mental
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talents developed ; unlike the present school room, where
many are together, and foul air and confusion prevail.

The third, the great object, should be to select, study, and
teach advanced education in acecordance with natural traiis,
talents, and genius, so as to make it productive and useful ;
not strain the young mind, waste its vitality and valuable
time over foreign or classical education that it has no desire
or talent for, and, generally, very litile use for in after years.
The practice of pushing young pupils beyond their age with
too much study and subjects that they have no talent for is
very deleterious to good health and strong mentality, It
has caused many a death and insanity in after years. To
teach advanced education without falent is waste of time and
labor. The guickest knowledge is obtained by visible,
didactic object lessons, and the greatest knowledge by con-
tinued solitary thought in the studio. Every student should
accept everybody and everything in mature as his teacher,
and every teacher should always be a student. Inconsidera-
tion, then, of the present scholastic condition, it would seem
that there is an opening for an institute of this kind. Itis
the aim and desive of the “Ritfenkouse Memorinl Associg-
tion” to aid io bringing about the nucleus of such an institu-
tion. It is hoped that all sympathizing persons will assist
in the work, ete.

Addresses then followed by Col. Nicholas M. Rittenhouse,
Daniel X. Cassel, John C. Borsch, Bsq., and others. After
the meeting adjourned, a very pleasing and interesting con-
ference was held amongst the family members,in which they
gave great encouragement for the future, ete.

In conclusion, I would say to the reader, that T have given
a sketch of the history and origin of the name Rittenhouse,
of the origin, rise, and progress of the “Riffenhouse Memorial
Association,” its principles, objeets, future projects, and inten-
tions of developing an institution wherein all manner of use-
ful knowledge and natural talents can be encouraged and
developed at home or abroad. Further information and
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genea-biographical history will be given in the body of the
work.—Fraternally, the devoted friend of humanity,
Arvar Rrrrenrovse, M. D,
Pregident of the Bitlenhouse Memorial Association; Ex-
Prof. of Theory and Practice, Polhological Anatomy,
and Medical Jurisprud of the Eclectic Medical
College of Peansyivania.

PREPARED FOR THIS WORK BY THE AUTHOR.

The Rittenhonse family by K. M. A.,*
The eyntc who takes up this book may exclaim,
In a roar or a whisper or whining falsettao,
** "T'was a novel, a poem, or perchance a libretto "

Perchance 1t i history on a new plan,

Going back to first principles, namely, the Family ]
Whew ! the history of each since the nation bhegan !

Oh | the beads on my brow ! they trickle s0 elammily.

And yet, after all, it ean’t be denied,
As the family fares, so fares the nation.

"T'was because we can point to onr families with pride,
Our Repablic is based upon 8o firm a foundation.

Genealogies generally are very dry ;
"Tis a family failing—one's own folks excepted ;
But near the Wissahickon that ean’t be the ery ;
There the cup and the lip cannot be intercepted.

The oynia grows kind as he dwells on the theme—
What soul ean be small In fall sight of these waters?

Here we are the Rittenhouse family—or is it a dream ?
Here’s a health to old Wilhelm's sons and danghters |

Old Rittinghausen, lo! that grand giver name
Fresh glory takes on in this happy conjunction :
Here the sage and the hero are one and the zame ;
Buch & man we can praise without any compunction.

#*Rittsnhouse Memorial Amsociution,
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He lived in the centary that tried men’s souls,
The first record of him reveals him a freeman ;

Not free with the freedom our banner pnrolls,
But born of a race predetermined to b¢ men.

Being a wise man, of course, he was wed ;
And being a , of conrse, she was willing,

There's nought said against her—conld better be =aid ?
That she made & good wife you can bet your last shilling,

Tf he called her his rosebud, or sometimes a thorn,
No confession he made, but departed without it.
Two sons and a daughter to her were born.
Simple record | Sweet home's sweet aroms about it.

Happy grandpa ! we note thy grandsons as soldiers ;
Such soldiers, Indeed ! who both fostered our freedom

And a burden of ten children did shouider (Benjamin) ;
But havipg big farm found it easy to feed them,

How their number increases as we glanee o’er the page !

And how omeh ** "tween the lines,”” to their eredit and glory !
Lo ! William's sons lived and died near the sage ;

Mother's boys, the’, wed ; and that tells the whale story.

The girl, of course, went to Germantown to live

Witk her husband, by name a Papen, by pature a Pa.
"There’s no record the old man was asked to forgive,

Or shouted '* Come back ** while the waters were snarling.

"' 'Went Buast,”’ and "' no further record,”” we read
In seventeen thirty of young Willlam (JTersey branch),
A Rittenhouse, you observe, is bound to succeed,
To branch ont further and 2o up higher.

** Born and died,” and ‘*no farther record *’—what joys
Awnd what sorrows hid here, for aye unrecorded.
Hera they are, name by name, side by side, girls and hoys ;
Henee the names grow dear and the search well rewarded.

In the spaces between the birth, date, and death,
‘While funcy is paioting their fireside before us,
*' Life's but a breath,” the record saya;
And a feeling of sadness steals solemnly oer us.
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But their works do follow them ; *‘ they lived not in vain ;”’
In the workshop, or field, or the learned professions,
Perchance they are not millionaires in the main ;
But they've got true grit, the hest of professions.

They rushed to the front and they came to the fore

In ** the nation’s upbuilding,”” the nation’s npholding.
They strove to establish, they sought to restore

The glory and steength that our flag 1= nofolding,

A freeman full statured, a flower full fair,
Independent, and proud, but given to kindness ;

As T know them their neighbors come in for a shara—
They love justice when smitten with charity’s blindness,






A GENEA-BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY

OF THE

RITTENHOUSE FAMILY,

INCLUDING THOSE IN ETROPE, BEGINNING ABOUT ANNO DOMINT
1600; THEIR CORRESPONDENCE, A5 TO OBTAINING THE
COAT OF ARMS; PRECEDED BY A SKETCH OF
THE PAPER INDUSTRY.

PAPER.

“The origin of Paper and its early history as a writing
material are involved in much obscurity. The art of mak-
ing it from fibrous matter, and, among other substances,
from the wool of the cotton plant reduced fo a pulp, appears
to have been practised by the Chinese at a very distant
period. Different writers have traced it back to the Second
century B. C. But however remote its age may have been
in eastern Asia, cotton paper first became available for the
rest of the world at the beginning of the Eighth century,
when the Arabs captured Samarkand (704 A. D.) and there
learned its use. The manufacture was taken up by them in
that city, and rapidly spread through all parts of their
empire. From the large quantities which were produced at
Damascus, it obiained one of the titles, Charie Damascena,
by which it was known in the Middle Ages. The extent to
which it was adopted for literary purposes is proved by the
comparatively large number of early Arabic. MSS. on paper
which have come down to us dating from the Ninth century.

“A fow of the earliest dated examples may be instanced.
‘The Gharibu 'I-Hadith,’ a treatise on the rare and curious

1 1
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words in the sayings of Mohammed and his companions,
written in the year 866, is probably one of the oldest paper
MSS. in existence. It is preserved in the University
Library of Leyden.”—* Encyclopadia Brittannica,” Ninth
Edition, Vol. xvir, page 221.

“ At the beginuning of the Fourteenth century a German
discovered how to make paper out of linen rags. Books
had hitherto been written with the hand, and this made
them very costly ; they were written on parchment, or waxed
tableis, or on papyrus, an Egyptian plant, a kind of reed,
from which the ancients made a material for writing. If
you hold paper sheets to the light you will see that there
are peculiar marks on them called water-marks; these were
originally the badges of the makers. The very earliest of
these marks is a circle with a cross in it, and was adopted
by the first inventors in 1301. Many of the water-marks
are the badges of noble families, whose tenants made the
paper. Thus the leiters P. and Y., sometimes separate and
sometimes conjoined, are the initials of Philip the Good,
Duke of Burgundy,and his wife, Isabella of Portugal.
QOther symbols are the fleur-de-lys, the unicorn, and the
gnehor. .

“ Foolscap paper is so called because paper of that size was
originally marked with & Joker’s cap and bells, and post
paper takes its name from a bugle which was in useas e
water-mark on paper of this size by the manufacturers from
1370. It sometimes appears on a shield, and in the seven-
teenth century was surmounted by a ducal coronet, in which
form it is still used on ordinary writing paper. The first
paper factories in Germany were between Cologne and
Msinz, about the year 1320. In Nuremberg a factory
worked by water-power was established in 1390, which was
quite & novelty.

“Printing was discovered by John Gutenberg in 1436.
Previous to this time wood-cut pictures and even writlen
sentences, had been printed, but no one had thought of
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making movable letters. At first the paper was pressed
down on the engraved block, and printed on one side. The
outlines only of figures were printed, and then they were
painted in by hand. At last John Gensfliech, of Sulzeloch,
known as Gutenberg, which was the maiden name of his
mother, saw how much better it would be to have movable
types. As he was a poor man he went to a rich goldsmith,
John Faust of Mainz, and to Peter Schofler, a professional
copyist of Gernsheim, to get help. Schéffer drew and wrote
beautifully, and it was intended thati he design the letters,
and Faust find the money for casting them. They also
invented printer’s ink, and in 1457 issued the first printed
book, the Latin Psalter, and five years later the first printed
Bible.

“ Faust behaved very badly to the inventor; as soonas he
had the secret, and saw that the experiments were likely to
be successful, he asked Gutenberg to pay him back the money
he had advanced him, and when he was unable fo do this
brought an action against him, and seized his printing press
and blocks. Poor Gutenberg was forced to leave Mainz, and
then Faust and Schoffer finished printing the Bible without
him. The rapidity with which copies were turned out of
the press, the exaet resemblance one bore to another, created

- astonishment and suspicion, so that it was reported that
Faust was in league with the Devil, who helped him to
multiply copies of the Bible.

“ Thus came about the story of John Faust, who sold him-
self to the Devil for wealth, 8 story which was afterward
used by the greatest of German poets as the foundation of
the greatest of German poems”—From * The Story of Ger-
many,” by Sabine-Baring-Gould, M. A., Chap. XXX, pages
179, ete.
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PAPER MILLS IN AMERICA.

Much has been said and written, and many conflicting
staterments given to the public, in regard to the first paper
mill and paper making in America, in consequence of which
the writer was induced to give the matter the most serutin-
izing attention. He therefore made the most careful research,
and collected from the oldest original records and the local-
ities where the first mills were built, and from statements of
the oldest inhabitants in the neighborhood end oldest mem-
bers of the family, and all knowledge they have from their
fathers and grandfathers. The first record we have iz of a
tract of land which was leased and held by Samuel Carpen-
ter, and owned by William Harwood; it was a custom at
that time and is yet in Western States, to lease property for
a number of years, with the privilege to buy it within a
certain number of years, by paying a said or fixed rental._
So it appears that Carpenter had & tract from Harwood, but
had not yet title, but in the meantime {ried to arrange to
dispose of part of it, and made an agreement with William
Rittenhouse for twenty acres of it, on September 20, 1690,
provided he would buy it; becanse we find the following
recital, viz, “that the grant of the said twenty acres (so
called) was made by virtue and in consequence of an agree-
ment made between the said Samuel Carpenter and William
Rittenhouse and others, in the year A. D. 1620, for the ferm
of nine hundred and ninety (990) years from thence then
next ensuing.”

A Deed by William Harwood to Samuel Carpenter in fee
for 100 acreg of land in Roxzborough township, county of
Philadelphia, provines of Pennsylvania,in 169§, 4th month,
and acknowledged December 6, 1693,

On February 9, 1705-8. A Deed from Samuel Carpenter
to William Rittenhouse for 20 acres of land, part of the
above 100 acres, for and during the term of nine hundred
and seventy-five (975) years (fifteen years had already
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expired from the date of the lease), from the twenty-ninth
day of September, 1705-6, under the yearly rent of five shil-
lings Sterling money of England, payable during said ferm
on the twenty-ninth of Septernber yearly, to said Samuel
Carpenter. Said Deed reads as follows:—

Tms INDENTURE made the Ninth day of the twelfth month called
February, in the fourth year of the reign of Queen Anne over England
&c, Anno Domim 1705-6. Between Samuel Carpenter of Philadelphia
merchant of the one part, And William Rittenhonse of Germantown in
the County of Philadelphia, Yeoman, of the other part,. WHEREAR, In
the year of Qur Lord One thousand Siz hundred and ninety, It was Agreed
Between the said Samuel Carpenter, of the one part. And Hobert Turner,
William Bradford, Thomas Tress, and the said William Rittenhonse in
the behalf of themselves and others that undertook to build a Paper Mill
nupon the Land hereafter mentioned of the ather part, That, the said Samuel
Carpenter Should Demise unto the said Bobert Turner, William Bradford,
Thomas Tress, William Rittenhouse and the rest of the company, or per-
sons concerned as aforesaid, All that Tract of Land whereon the zaid Paper
Mill was to be Erected, Containing Twenty acres, To hold to them their
Executors, and Assigns for the Term of Nine hundred and ninety years,
Paying unto the said Samuel Carpenter his heirs or Assigns the rent of
five Shillings Sterling on the Twenty-ninth day of September yearly during
the said term; AND, WHEREAS the said Papermill was afterwards built
but no Lease actually Signed or Kxecuted, According to the said agreement ;
AnD, WaEREAS, Francis Rawle Administrator of the Estate of the said
Robert Turner, as also the said William Bradford, Thomas Tress, and the
rest of the persons concerned in the said Papermill, Assigned all their right
and Interest therein, To the said William Ritéenhounse;

Now Tais INDENTURE WITNESSETH That the said Samnel Carpenter,
Aswell for the Consideration of the Bent &e. Covenants, hereinafter men-
tioned, &eo. reserved as also for divers other Good eauses and Considera-
tions him moving, Hath Demised Granted SBett and to Farmletten, And
by these presents doth Demise Grant Sett and to Farm lett unto the said
William Rittenhouse, All that Paper Mill Scituate in the said Connty of
Fhiladelphia And all that Tract of Land whereon the same stands, &e.

To have and to hold the said papermill, Twenty acres of Land and prem-
ises hereby demised with their appurtenances Unto the said William
Riitenhouse his Executors Administrators and Assigns from the Twenty
Ninth day of September last past Unto the full end and Term of Nine hun-
dred and Seventy five Years thence next ensneing, and fully to be Complete
and ended, without impeachment of waste, ¥eilding and Paying therefore

L3
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yearly during the sald term unto the said Samuel Carpenter, hia heirs and
Assigns the rent or Sum of five Schillings, Sterling money of Eagland on
the Nine and T'wentieth day of September yearly daring the said term of
nine hundred and Seventy five years. The first payment thereof to be
made on the Twenty pioth day of Beptember next, ensueing the date
hereof.

‘We further find Deed from William Rittenhouse to his son
Nicholas, by the name of Claus Rittenhouse, his heirs, ex-
ecutors, administrators, and assigns, for three full equal and
undivided one-fourth parts of the said 20 acres, for the term
of 974 years thence next ensuing under its importation of
said yearly rent of five schillings sterling. - Dated February
12, 1705-6.

The said above named William Rittenhouse died intestate,
and the remaining undivided one-fourth part of land in the
said 20 acres descended to and became vested in his son and
heir-at-law, the said Nicholas (Claus) Rittenhouse.

Next we find the Will of——* The said Claus, or Nicholas Ri-
tenhouse being thus seized, inter alia, of the whole of the said
20 acres made and published his last Will and Testament in
writing, bearing date the 24th day of May, A. D. 1734,
wherein and whereby he did devise and bequeath unto his
eldest son William, by the name of Rittenhouse, the said 20
acres of land, on which said paper mill was located.” While
William owned the mill, Matthias carried on paper manu-
facturing until about the year 1730, when he moved to Nor-
riton and followed farming, and after the death of William
his son Jacob Rittenhouse became the owner of the paper
mill. He died in 1811, leaving no issue. After his death,
Markle, also a paper maker, came in possession of said mill
and carried on the manuafacture of paper. He was also con-
nected with the Rittenhouses by marriage.

We find in Pennsylvania Magazine, Vol. Iv, page 2, the
following :—

* William Rittenhouse, in 1690, built on a branch of the
Wissahickon creek, the first paper mill in the Colonies.”
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Pennsylvania Magazine, Vol. 1v, page 27 :—

“ Another arrival of importance was that of William Rit-
tinghuysen, 2 Mennonite minister who, with hiz two sons
Gerhard and Klaas and a daughter, who later married Hei-
vert Papen, came from Broich (in Rhireland to Arnheim in
Holland). His forefathers had long earried on the business
of manufacturing paper af Arnheim, and in 1690 he built the
first paper mill in America, on a branch of the Wissahickon
creek. There he made the paper used by William Bradford,
the earliest printer in the Middle Colonies.”

Pennsylvania Magazine, Vol. x, page 18—

“Enough that I remind you that William Bradford,  The
Caxton of our Middle States,’ was born in Leistershire, Eng-
land, May 20,1663; that he emigrated to this country in
1685, bringing a warm and quaint letter of testimony to the
Society of Friends from George Fox ; that he was the inti-
mate friend of William Penn; that in December 1685 he
printed the first book issued in the Middle Colonies, a cir-
cumstance to which I shall presently refer; that in 1690 he,
in econjunction with the Rittenhouses, built, near our own
beautiful Wissahickon, the first paper mill erected in Amer-
ica—this venerable structure being the theme of a valuable
and most inferesting monograph of our accomplished Vice-
President, the Honorable Horatio Gates Jones ; that he was
the first man to maintain, as he bravely and acutely did in
1692, the freedom of the press against arbitrary power.”

Pennsylvania Magazine, Vol. X, page 79:—

“ William Bradford followed his trade in Philadelphia
until 1693, when, upon invitation of Governor Fletcher, he
carried his press to New York. Before going there, however,
he, with William Rittenhouse and others, built near the
Schuylkill the first paper mill in America.”

Horatio Gates Jones mentions & MS. lease dated this 24th
day of September, in the year of our Lord 1697, signed by
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William Bradford, who is deseribed as having one-fourth
part of y°s® paper mill at Germantown. He rented his share
to the Rittenhonses for ten years upon the following terms:
“That they the 8 Wm. and Claus Rittenhouse shall pay and
deliver to $* William Bradford, his Executors or Assigns or
their order in Philadelphia y® full quantity of Seven Ream
of Printing paper, Two ream of Good writing paper, and Two
Ream of Blue paper, yearly, and every Year during Y° §*
Term of Ten Years.”

A BOND FROM CLAUS RITTENHOUSE.

Exow ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS that I, Class Writtinghouse, of
FPhiladelphia in the Province of Pa paper-maker, am holden & firmly
bound unto Robert Turner of Philadelphia in the Province aforesaid,
Merchant, in the Sam of Sixteen pounds, thirteen shillings & four pence,
Current Money of Pepnsylvania to be paid to the s Robert Torner kig
heirs Administrators or Assigns to the which payment well & truly to be
made, I bind myself my heirs Executors and Assigns, firmly by these
presents,  Sealed with my seal dated this twenty second day of the Sev-
enth month called Septom, Anno Domi, 1697,

The condition of this obligation is such that if the above bound Class
Writtinghouse, his heirs Ezecutors or Administrators any of them do &
shall well & truly pay or canse to he paid unto the above named Rob-
ert. Turner his heirs Executors administrators or assigps the full and Just
Sum of Eight pounds, Six Shillings and Right penee in gned Merchant-
able paper three fourth whereof to be white writing paper, and one
fourth brown, at or before the twenty fifth day of the first month called
March which will be in the year of Our Lord One thonsand & Seven
hundred, without frand or further delay, that then this obligation to be
void & of no effect or else the Same to remain, Stand and be in full foree
and virtne. Cravs RimriNnGooIs.

Signed sealed & delivered in the
presepce of

Rarra WaRD,
WnieeLM RITTINGHOUSSEN,
SanAR JENNETT

To what exient old Willem Rittenhouse was engaged in
the paper-meking business we have no positive record.



THE RITTENHOUSE FAMILY. 9

That the paper mill was built soon after 1690 may be con-
cluded from a description of Pennsylvania, in verse, by
Richard Frame, in 1692, where he'says, “ A paper-mill near
Germantown doth stand:” and six years later Gabriel
Thomas says: “All sorts of very good paper are made in
the German town.”

That Willem Rittenhouse was a paper maker is evident
from a certificate of citizenship, in which he signed his name
“ Wilhelm Riddinghiiysen Van Miilheim, Papermaker,” on
June 23, 1678, when yet living in Holland, at Amsterdam.
We also find that later one Adrian Rittinghuysen (so he
himself wrote his name), residing in Amsterdam, says that
his father, Nicholas, was a paper manufacturer, as others of
the family had been, and that his father’s brother, William,
went with his family to North America, whers he some time
afterwards, as he had understood, established the paper mills
near Germantown. William Rittenhouse held the title in
his name in 1705, and the same year made title to his son
Nicholas or Clans, for three-fourths of the property and re-
served one-fourth for himself. William Barton says: “A
paper in the handwriting of the celebrated William Penn,
and subseribed with his name, certifying that ¢ William Rit-
tinghausen and Claus (Nicholas) his son,’ then part owners
of the paper mill near Germantown had recently sustained
a very great loss by a violent and sudden flood which carried
away the said mill,” which must have been between 1699
and 1701, during Penn’s second visit to America.

Penn further recommends to such persons as should be
disposed to lend aid, to give the sufferers “ relief and encour-
agement in their needfull and commendable employment,”
a4 they were “ desirous to set up the paper mill again ;” con-
sequently the paper mill was rebuilt and paper making car-
ried on as before by the Rittenhouses.

That Willem Rittenhouse was a paper maker is nof
doubted, and it is taken for granted that he was already en-
gaged in the manufacture of paper near Arnheim, Holland,
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prior to his moving to Amsterdam. His brother Nicholas
was also a paper maker. “Said Adrian” and William, in his
obligation of citizenship ‘signed his name thus: ‘ Willem
Ritiddinghiiysen Van Miilheim, papermaker.’ In the deed
from Samuel Carpenter to Willlama Rittenhouse he is
called a yeoman. He is also acknowledged as a paper
maker in the following extracts from the ‘Encyclopsdia
Brittanica.’”

“In October, 1685, the first printing press established in the
Middle Colonies was set up here by William Bradford; the
sarliest specimen of his work which has survived to our day
is his Kalendarium Pennsylvaniense or America’s Mossenger,
being an Almanak for the year of Grace 1686. 'The printing
press was followed in 1690 by a paper mill erected by Wil-
liam Rittenhouse, a Mennonife preacher, on the Wissahickon
creek (or on Paper Mill Run near the Wissahickon), a local-
ity which has ever since remained a favorite for the manu-
facture of paper.”—“ Ency. Brit.,” Vol. xviiL, page 754.

“ At the adoption of the Constitution the people of the
United States manufactured sufficient paper for home con-
saumption. In 1789 Mr. Clymer stated in Congress that
there were fifty-three paper mills within range of the Phila-
delphia market, and that the aunnual product of the Penn-
sylvania mills was 70,000 reams. To such an enormous
extent has the paper industry developed itself in the United
States since the establishment of the first paper mill by Wil-
liam Rittenhouse, near Germantown, in 1690, that the pres-
ent consumption of paper in the Unifed States is larger per
capita, than elsewhere. Much paper is consumed and sold
in the form of paper bags, made complste from paper in the
roll by patented automatic machinery, of which the produe-
tion reached in 1880 the annual value of over $4,000,000.”
— Ency. Brit.,” Vol. xviii, page 880.

We also find receipts showing that Claus or Nicholas
Rittenhouse was sole manager of the business and owner of
the property under said respective dates, viz:— |
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PrEmADELPHIA, Qct. 9, 1705.
Then received of Claus Rittinghouse 30 Reams of large Printing Paper
for the nse of William Bradford. Received by me.
NicroLAs Pramss.

PHILADELPHIA, April 11, 1708.
Received of Clause Rittenhouse 18 Reams of brown paper, and 3
Reams of Blue paper, and 34 ba. of Pasteboard.
I say received upon acconnt of William Bradford.
TaHOMAR CRESSEN.

Received the 21st day of March 1708-9, the sum of Six Shillings of
(lanes Rittenhanssen in full of ull accounts and demands from ye beginning
of the world to y° day of and y° date hereof.

Witness my hand y® day above.
Attest - WL BRADFORD.
Torey LEsH.

RoxsoroueH, November 11, 1706.
Received of Nicholas Rittenhons the sum of Eight Shillings and foar
pence for his Tax for the support of Government was Rated att 40 pounds

att 2% d per Pound, by the order of
Jorn Hinnoy, Esq., Collector.
per M=zs. JoEN Jov, SB.

Receipt found among old papers:—

Roxporow, November 11th, 1706.
Received of Nicholas Rittenhous the sum of Eight Shillings and four
penee for his Tax for the support of Government, was Rated att 40 pounds
att 21 d per Ponnd by the order of
JoaN Hmvwpy, Esq., Collestor.

per Mrs, JorN Joy, SR.

Of Willem Rittenhouse it is also said that his relatives
continued to pursue this business at Arnheim after his
departure for America. The enterprise, however, marksa .
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union of capital, intelligence, and effort, at that time rare in
the Colonies.

It is a remarkable fact, which we must not pass over, that
the introduction of the manufacture of paper into America
by the Rittenhouses ocourred about the same time it was
established in Great Britain. That the manufacture of
paper carried on by the Rittenhouses, has been carried on
by their descendants down to the present time, will be seen
by the following: William Nixon, who with George F.
Feinour founded the paper manufacturing establishment of
Feinour & Nixon, was a descendant of the original Ritien-
houses, Nicholas Rittenhouse (fourth generation) had a
son named Martin, whose daughter Susanna, married Daniel
Adams Nixon, a paper maker, who was the father of William
and Martin Nixon, and W. H. Nizon was & son of William
Nixzon.

The firm of Martin & W. H. Nixon was established in
1879, and incorporated in 1888. Previous to that, however,
the little business started by the worthy Mennonite Bishop
Wilhelm Rittenhouse had grown to such proportions that a
new and largersite was necessary. A tractof land was taken
between the canal and the Schuylkill river, at Manayunk,
in the Twenty-first Ward, and the first building was erected
which now forms the great Flat Rock Works, covering an
area of nearly three acres, and comprising fifteen distinet
buildings, with improved machinery and appliances. The
little business established by the Rittenhouses in 1690, has
thus blossomed forth into a great and important industry,
and it has for two centuries been conducted and developed
by the old Bishop's family and his descendants. In 1866 .
the growth of the business again necessitated a search for -
more room, and the Vine Street Mill was established at
Vine street wharf on the Schuylkill river. This factory is
devoted exclusively to the manufacture of Manilla paper for
making bags, and the machinery has the power of preduc-
ing five tons of manilla paper per day. There is alsc a bag
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factory on the premises which gives employment to a large
number of women and girls.

Thus, from the modest little miil of two centuries ago,
which could only be worked when the water allowed the
wheel to move, and which merely occupied the spare time
of Bishop Rittenhouse, has sprung a large and important
industry, which gives food and clothing to many hundreds
of working men and women, and has aceumulated a snug
fortune for the hard-working and deserving proprietors, and
which can be pointed to with pride as one of those institutions
which were the inception and foundation of Philadelphia as
a great commercial centre, and which have done so much to
make the Quaker city the first in the Union, forits antiquity
and its industrial institutions. All honor is due to the en-
ergy and push exhibited by the Nixon family, which have
proved so worthy descendants of the fine old persevering
Duich stock of Bishop Rittenhouse, whose name will be
revered so long as Philadelphia is a city and a power in the
country.

It has been claimed by some writers, and even so stated,
that the German Bible printed by Christopher Saur in 1743
was printed on Rittenhouse paper, which I, for reasoms,
doubted. Therefore I wrote to Abram . Cassel, the Anti-
quary at Harleysville, 2 mear descendant of Saur, for in-
formation on that subject, and received the following, ver-
batim :~— ‘

Hamsrysvinie, Pa., July 1, 1892,

Desr FriEND :—I have nothing definite abont the matter of your
inquiry, but I do not believe that it was printed on Riftenhouse paper,
for I have a copy of his first Bible, and the water-mark on the paper does
not correapond with the Rittenhounse paper.

I also have the Prospectus for printing the Bible, which he ismed in
1739, in which he apologizes for the seemingly high price (14 shillings)
asked for the Bible by saying that the paper alone costs about 7 shillings
and 6 pence for a copy, and further on in the same prospeetus he says that
printing paper costs here in this land at Jeast; four times as much es it does
in Germany, from which it appears that if he used imported paper it was
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rather from Grermany than from England ; but it is generally thought, and
family tradition confirms it, that he made his own paper, as he also made
his own type, and printers’ ink,

It i positively certain that he had at least one extensive paper mill near
the Falls of Schuylkill, not far from what is now Manayunk, for T also
have his Last Will and Teatament in which, among mary other bequests he
very particularly assigns his paper mill and all its appurtenances to his son
Daniel, and we forther know that he carried on an extensive paper-making
business there, employed a number of hands, ete.; but at what precise date
he commenced the making of paper I am not prepared totell, and my sight
is too weak to look up the matter, 1 wonld recommend you to Heratio
Grates Joes, 133 South Fifth street, Philadelphia; he has written an
artiele many years ago on the Rittenhonse Paper Mill, ete. He po doubt
knows more about it than I do, as he waa raised and lives in the vicinity;
he may have aceess to old records which I have not.

¥Yours in haste,
ABram H. Cassrer.

(Taken from an Address delivered before the New York Historical Society,
May 20, 1863.}

PROPOSALS FOR THE PRINTING OF A LARGE BIBLE
RY WILLIAM BRADFORD.
(Exiracts, Commencing with Eemarks on Nathan Kite.)

H#The name of this modest individual is Nathan Kite, a
member of that same ancient, but now fast waning Society of
Friends; long a respected bookseller of Philadelphia, to-day
in creditable retirement from business; and who keeps ever
fresh for its duties a life of unostentations devotion fo the
best offices of man,—the comfort of the sick, the relief of the
poor, encouragement and assistance to those who have lost
their peace, their innocence, and their earthly hopes—by the
enjoyment of oceasional pursuits into the field—remunerative
only to devotion such as hiz—of the early literature of
Friends. I hope I may be pardoned for an expression of
respect to worth so modest, so genuine as Mr. Kite's.

“ Bradford, ag you are most of you aware, was a vestryman
of Trinity Church, and it must be an interesting fact to the
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reverend dignitaries and various officers of that corporation
who gratify us by their presence and assembled dignity this
evening—as indeed it must be an interesting fact also to the
whole religious body of which that church is so worthy and
so admired an exponent,—that in the first proposals ever
made in America to print the Holy Bible it was offered to
accompany it with the Book of Corrmon Prayer. From the
very origin of either, therefore, in America, they went hand
in hand, while with a toleration which gives a higher grace
to Bradford’s efforts, it was free to all of the other faiths to
have the WorDp or Gop alone. The proposals are to pring

.the Holy Bible; but those, it is said, * who are minded to
have the Common Prayer shall have the whole bound up
for 22 shillings;’ 20 shillings being the price of the Bible
without the Common Prayer.*

“The character of Bradford was marked by those adven-
turous dispositions which have distinguished English colo-
nists, whether on the Fastern or the Western continent.

“At g very early date after his first arrival in America—
as early as 1690, he established as joint proprietor with some
Hollanders named Rittenhouse, near Philadelphia, on a
branch of the beautiful and romantic stream called the Wis-
sahickon, the first paper mill ever established in Ameriea.
From this mill came excellent paper, as I can testify, to write
or print on. What I read you is written upon it. I hold
you up & sheet of it (exhibiting the MS. of the address).
The paper maker’s work has lasted much longer, I fear—one
hundred and seventy years—than the address that is written
on it ever willl’ The water-mark, as I suppose, is a violet,
indicative of the spontaneity, perhaps, with which that pretty

* The proposition of Bradford, as given in hia printed proposals, to put
the Apoerypha in his Bible and accompany the whole with the Baok of
Common Prayer, indicates, I think, relations with Virginia, the Carolinas,
ete, In some of the Southeran colonies the Church of England was the
established religion. In 1688 it had no existence at zll in the North, so far
as I know,
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little flower grows on the banks of the Wissahickon, An
acute and very learned aequaintance of mine, Mr, Horatio
Gates Jones, who is seated near me on the platform, gives it,
indeed, as his opinion that this trefoil flower is not a violet,
as I affirm it before you to be, but the commeon three-leafed
clover. We have debated this question ardently and long.
The matter is important. I see no way to decide the solemn
point but to let Mr. Jones give his clover to the men, allow-
ing me to offer my violets, as I humbly do, to you, Ladies.
Underneath the flower—bhe it violet, as I most powerfully
and potently believe—or clover leaf—as my friend too honestly
would set down—you observe the word * Pen silvania,’ a land
where, notwithstanding our contentions, all made to put be-

PEN BILVAKNIA.

fore you the truth, my opponent and I contrive to live in
harmony, and where both trefoil clover and violets grow in
rich and exguisite perfection.

“0Of such importance was this paper mill deemed to
the interests of the country around it, that having been
washed away by a flood in 1700, Mr. Penn, who was on his
last visit to Pennsylvania, addressed a letter to the inhabit-
ants urging them to use efforts to have it reconstruected.
This department of industry engaged much of Bradford's
time and efforts alike in Pennsylvania, New York and New
Jersey. How farin the present paper mill he was in advance
of the country, generally, may be inferred from this fact,
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that the first paper mill in New England—a region which
was half a century before Pennsylvania an English seitle-
ment—that to-wit, at Milton, Massachusetts—was not erected
till A. D. 1730,* about forty years after the one in Penn-
sylvania.

“It is not surprising that Bradford himself and his enter-
prise and accomplishments should have attracted notice from
the early travellers and historiographers of our provinee.

“In *The Flourishing State of Pennsylvania,’ written, I
suppose, about A.D. 1693-4, by John Holme, we have the
subject of our address and his manufactare thus referred to:

‘ Here dwelt o Printer, and T find
That he can hoth print books and bind,
He wants not paper, Ink nor akill ;
He's part owner of a paper mill;
The paper mill is here, hard by,
And makes good paper frequently.’

“ Bradford, as Mr. Jones has shown us, was not exclusive
owner of the mill. He was, however, so much the striking
personage among the partners, and so much the active and
efficient manager before the public that his name apparently
quite overtopped all others.”

In footnote on page 58, it states, “ About the Bible, that it
had been spoken of up and down concerning his going to
England to live,” and that it had been his intention so to
have done. But perceiving that friends and people gener-
ally were concerned thereat had caused him “ o decline his
said intentions at present.”

So the above mentioned Bible was not printed at thaf time
by Bradford.

* ' Munsell Chronolog. of Paper and Papermaking,” page 24,
2

b
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SEARCHES FOR THE RITTENHOUSE ARMS.
General Register tiber alle VI Thaile Des Wappenbuches,

Braunschweigische Beadsts
Radenhausen 1. 182, Rattenberger.
Biirperlick Rothenburische
Reichenhaller 5, 368, Beichshoffer, 5,247,335,
Strasburgerisch SBchweizerische
Reigshoffer 5, 233. Rengungshansen, 5,187
Sisilsische Elsesinehe
Bhaizamhbauwsen, 1, 102. Rittenhoffen, 2,134,
Hesische

Rodenhausen, 1, 138,
Rolshausen. 1. 140.
Brckershansen, 1. 143.

Franckische .
Rotenhausen. 1. 108.

Register iiber die Vier SBupplemente Niirnberg.
Badephavser. 4. 21
Rathsamhausen. 1. 9.
Rodenhausen. 4. 22,

Fiinfies Bupplement. Bremen, I, Vendische.
Reimarshusen 18,
Rockhausen 23.
Beindt-anf-Hausen 26.

Nenntes Supplement
Rademacher and
Radehansen, 24,
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[Fohan Siebmachers Allgereines Grosses und Vollstindiges Wap-
penbuch Niirnberg. 1777). Nothiog,

[De Doortiightige Weereld by 8. de Vries. Amsterdam 1I700.
3 vols] nothing. Oaly kings’ pieces, ete.

Neiies Allpeincines Deutsches Adels. Lexieon von Prof Dr
Erost Heiarich Kneschke, Leipsig 1359, 9 vols,
[Volame 6, 18671

References are given under each family, Page 318.

Radenhausen ; Altes Rheinlindisches Adelsgeschlecht, welohes
auch nach Braunschweig in Hessen kam, . Passathe aehort schon
1309 zwm Fuldaischen Lehohofe. Page 533 Rodenhausen,

Altes Oberhessisches Adelsgeschlecht, ete., not the above family. T
Radenhausen, page 563 Rolshausen. Freiherren. Nassaw ' L

Armorial General D"Hozier on Registre de 1a Noblense de France
Premiere Partee.
Nothing,

Thus far nothing was learned about the coat of arms, but
the following will give a satisfactory statement of all we were - -
able to obtain :— :

ORIGIN OF THE COATS OF ARMS,

The origin of the order of Knighthood -and the coat of
arms. PR
“In 936 A. D, Henry the young Duke of Saxony in:
stltuted the order of nghthood and” they _wers
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honor. At the end of the fifteenth century the Emperors
began issuing patents to their favorites, conferring on them
the title and prerogatives of Princes. The Grant of Arms in
Germany was and is precisely like the Grant of Arms made
in England. In Germany a man cannot use a coat of arms
or the title of Tisquire unless he has an hereditary or acquired
right to both.”—From “ Germany Present and Past,” by Sabine-
Baring-Govld, M. 4.

A LIST OF FOREIGN LETTERS RECEIVED CONCERN-
ING THE RITTENHOUSE FAMILY SEALS,
INSIGNIA, COAT OF ABMS, ETC.

Regarding the Coat of Arms of the Rittenhouse family, or
their seals, insignia, or patents of marks of nobility, a care-
ful investigation of the different Heraldrys at Washington
has been made, and a number of letters written. Then a
card was prepared and printed, and a large number sent fo
parties in Furope, especially Holland, Germany and Switzer-
land, requesting them to send copies or the eriginal of photo-
graphs, seals, insignia, or coat of arms and other matter they
may find. Consequently,in due course of time, consjderable
information was received. So that it seemed our labors
were not in vain, hut were crowned with suceess.

Froxr Magrsarrrows, Iowa, Sept. 7, 1892,
DanreL K, Cassrr, Eso.

Dear Sir.—At last I have received information of the Rittenhouse coat
of arms in Burope. T have secured letters of David Rittenhouse and
good portrait of him. Now you told me that in Switzerland orin Holland
some of the family had written books on law. Please give me dates and
DAmES 83 REAT 45 you can, especially the various ways of spelling the name
Rittenhouee. I am going to have them books and anything elsa that is of
interest to the Rittenhouse family. Yours truly,

Gro, Wi BamEgy.
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PHILADELPHIA, Qct. 15, 1892,
G. W. Bangy,

Dear Sir.—Yours of Bept. 7, 1892 to hand : thanks. I hercby give
you the different modes of spelling the name as T found them, viz : Ritten-
house, Rittershous, Rittershuis, Rittinghausen, Rittershausen, Ritters-
huysen, Ruddinghuyzen, ete. Write to Brunswick, Prassia; Berlin,
Germany ; La Hague and Amsterdam, Holland, ete., and take upon your-
self all foreign correspondence on this subject, and I correspond with you,
and report to me the result. Yours troly,

Danrel K. Casser.

The following card was then prepared, printed and mailed
to the different Colleges of Heraldry, and to the booksellers
and book dealers and other institutions throughout Germany,
Switzerland and Holland.

ANTED.—A Corr or CoAT oF Arvs oF THE Rrmren-
B0USE Fasmry.  The name is epelled in different ways
aecording to the language or dialect used in the country where
they lived ; . e, Riftenhouse, Rittershous, Rittershuis, Rit-
tinghausen, Rittershauszen, Rittershuysen, Ritddinghiiyen,
(then followed a description of the seal from Barton’s Mem-
oirs) also as represented in Dubuisson’s French Colleetion of
Arms, A seal bearing this eoat of arms helonged to Mr.
Adrian Rittinghuysen, who in 1778 lived in Egelantier
Gracht, Amsterdary. An illuminated copy preferred. Must

be authentic, Address Taxx KxE,
Marshalltown, Towa, U. 8. A.

A Letter from Berlin, Prussia.

Berumv, W. PorrspAMeR Str. 41 A, Pr.
Str,—1 only have an old portrait (engraving of about 1610} of Conradi
Rittershusius, Philolog. Professor in Altdorf, who lived from 1560 to
1613. The portrait is engraved by Ph. Kilian, 4 po. Price 3 M. K.
There exists certaivly also hooks in which the arms of that family is
repregented. Wuu.ld you buy such books?  Yours faithfully,

Max Hanwrre.
Buchhandlung u. AntiquariaL,
Telephon, Amt. VIH 1488, August 2{;. 1892,
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AssrERDAanm, Oct. 27, 1802,

Str—1 am looking for the copy of the coat of arms of the Ritterhounse
family you require. In the meantime I make you an offer of the follow-
ing books :

First. —Rittershusius ¢ Commentar in TV. libr. Institutionam Argent,
1649, parcht. fl. 2, 50, {edited by Georgius Nicolaus and Tudovicus
Conradi, filil. Teti: Altorfi. in Acaden 1618).

Second. —Hittershusins, Salviani Masfil Opera ad Ludov XIIL. et.
Philip I, 3611. 2tom. I vol. fi. 3, 25. I hope zoon to be able to give
you further information about the arms. Yours faithfully,

CHWANBATQUENOUYSEN.

The following is received in the French language and was
copied from a very old document yet in possession of the
Rittenhouse family in La Hague, Holland, and refers to a
work written by Conradi Rittenhausen, of which the title is
as follows: “ Conranr Rirrersuusti, Jurisconsulti Sacrarum
Oecto libro Qcto,” and was edited by his son Nicolaus, Pro-
fessor at Altorf, where his father had the Professorship
before him.

Conradi Rittershausen was the father of George R. and Nicolans R.
ahove named.

The following poem refers to the above work, which I
give below, translated from the French : —

All of your other writings of incomparzble wit;
Endowed and enriched with amiable doetrine,
Prove assuredly without the aid of a portrait,
That within you dwelleth a soul most divine,

As for me I will show to this barbarie age,
Which cherighes rough soldiery and wickedness,
A spectacle most grand, a miracle most rave,
The exercise of a great scholarship.

Bhoew me from memory, ye maidens, his equals ;
Your records are full but lack this one ;

Ye hanghty metals, bronze, marble and ivory,
You also can hardly show them to me.

(GLORGE DE MONTBELIARD.
{ Letden Library.)
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La Haeor, Oct. 21, 1892,
Sir —Binee I perceive that you are in search of the derivation of the
name Rittershausen—you will oblige me much by mentioning the object of
your research and of the trouble you are giving yourself for that end.
For my part I am quite willing to give you alt the assistance possible m
discovering the family of the Rittershuysen, whose name I bear and of
whom I am a descendant. Believe me, ete., your affectionate,

J. RITTERSHATUSEN.
Pranslated from the Freach.

(The first part is a copy from a letter from one of the
writer's friends.)
L& HaGuE, February 11, 1893,

Dear Siv:—1 am greatly indebted to you for the offer of the medal
{very fine) and tender you herewith my best thanks for it ; recommending
myself for anything you may be able to commmunicate to me regarding the
family,

I would like to ask you where Mr. David Riitershausen comes from ?

I must also observe that the name is not Riflenhuds but Rittershausen,
in Tatin Fittershusius. Mr. George R. haz examined the coats of arms of
the extant nobility at Barmen in Westphalia, from where the whole family
Rittershausen originates and of which I am a descendant almpost eighty
vears of age {one year lacking).

I shall shortly have the pleasure of sending you information which will
be to the highest degree nseful and welcome in your researches.

Haoyping to receive more of your interesting letters, I have the honor and
the pleasure to be, sir, your obedient servang,

(Signed) W. €. L. RrrrERsHATUS,
BITTERSHUSITS,
RrrrENHATS.
RIrTERSHAUSEN.,

QcHEDE NEAR BELBERFELD, Sept. 1, 1806,
Gerep. €. Rirrerseavsen, Esq, - —

My Dear Cousin:—After a short absence from home, I found at my
retarn your honored letter and the genealogy of our ancestors. Both gave
me preat pleasure, and I thank you most kindly for the communication.

I have taken much information and tried to find data of our origin.
However, I could not get any other but those you had the kindnes to
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send me and those 1 possess, which I have the honor to forward you for
copying, with one David Rittershausen, who ig a native of Ehrenberg.

I found also a copy, of a patent of nobility, which he got from the
Court of SBchwelm. Perhaps here were more old documents to be gathered
if those gentlemen could only be induced fo search the cld papers.

At all events I am very glad that you destined your children for a
scientific career, in order to raise our ancestors in this way to their former
greatness,

I am sure you have excellent schools in your country. I have 2 son of
thirteen years, whom I should like to send abroad to your conniry for a
year, bafore his going to Franee.

T shonld feel much obliged by you taking the tronble to give me descrip-
tion of such an institution ; how much is the contribution for teaching and
boarding,

I should be satistied to know this, even if it were only after six wecks,
as I am to go one of these days to Brabant and France, I should like very
much to have also the address of your sons at Amsterdam, Kindly
remembering myself and my family to you,I am, with kiod regards, my
dear cousin, your affectionate cousin,

(Bigned} JoNATHAN RITTERSHAUSEN.
Translated copy from the French.

) La Haaug, Febry. 9, *93.

Dear Sir.—Your honored letter of the 16th of January duly reached
me. It iz impossible for me to procure immediately what will be worthy
of your interest to comiribmte to the aim proposed ; however, as I am in
possession of several documents, which I got afier many researches, much
eorrespondenee, and great czpense, I shall be bappy to send you the
photos, portraits, coats of arms, ete., of the kindred and ancestors of the
family Rittershausen (Ritterhusius), not doubting but that they will be
interesting.

As to David Rittershausen, who seems to bave had his onigin or o
have been born at Ehrenberg, the translated copy of the enclosed letter will
mive you perhaps some information, and the enclosed tramslated letter,
wriiten by a cousin to my grandfather, Gerhard Cagpar Qtiman Ritiers-
hausen, son to Peter Christoph Rittershansen, and great grandfather to my
father, Heiorich Wilhelm Christian Rittershausen, of Ham, Bremen,
Elberfeld, will enable you to find ouf and judge of the genealogy. T shall
be happy to furnish you afterwards with more information, and I am,
with kind regards, dear sir, yours truly,

W. C. RrrrersnAUsEN.

The receipt of the medal will be most agreeable to me.

THE SawmE.



The following are copies of all the seals ever used by the
" Rittenhouse family in Europe. All the explanations are

translated from the French.

Mavrraras B

GEoRGE R.

GEORGE R,

Hzeinvpicn
‘WILHELM

CHRISTIAN R.

WESTPHALTA

FANTASY OF

Made war against the Turks
in 1591.

Coat of Arms renewed and
improved by Ferdinard I1T,
Emperor of Austria

Ol coat of arrns of George
R., formerly belonged to Mat-
thizss B., renewed by Ferdinand
1, Emperor, 1662,

1800.

Father.

Wilhelm Christian ILmdwig
Rittershansen, born in Amster-
dam, 1814, son of Heinrich Wil-
helm Christinn  Rittershausen,
grandson of Gerhard Casper
Ottman  Rittershausen, great
grandson of Peter Christoph
Rittershausen in Westphalia,

e
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UNITeD Srares CONSULATE,
AMsTERDAM, NETHERLANDS, June 28, 1890,
Da~trn K. Casser, Esq., POmLADELPIIA : —

Str.—In answer to your letter and inquiry of the 16th inst., I have to
inform you that I cannot find or firnish you the date (day and month)
when in 1644, Willem Ruddinghuysen was born.

An officer named, W, Bunk, Esq., 13 in charge of the Records of the
city, and he alone can serve you in the premises, and will do so, no doubt,
if you request it and make provision for the puyment of his fees for the
service. His full address iz : —

" W. Bowg, Eso., Hoofdcommies van den Burgerlyken stand, Amsfer-
dam.

You can write to him in TFnglish or German, To find out whether
there exists in Holland any portrait of Willem Ruddinghuysen it may be
best to advertise in one or more of the prineipal newspapers.

Very Respeetfully yours,
D. Eoxsremv, U. 8. Consul.

P. 8.—The charge for searching the Records in this case will not exceed
the amount of from 50 cts. to one (1) dollar, providing the search has not
to be extended beyond the year mentioned {1644).

[No. 1070]. AMSTERDAM, September 30, 1890,

Dear Sir.—I regret that T am not sble to eomply with your request of
the 2d inst.

What I have found out is that the name was not Willem Ruddinghuy-
sen, but Rditinghuyssen » that this person was pot horn at or near the city
of Arnhem but in the Palatinate {Germany), and that probably he died in
the year 1707, at the age of 64 years.

Information which T tried to gain concerning the date of his birth, his
pieture, coat of arms, and family relations has, I am sorry to say, not led
to any resolt whatever.  Respectfully yours,

{Signed). W.Bovg. [ M?‘;';ﬂfgeﬂr‘;a o
Mr. Danrer. K. (assEr,
Philadelphia, America,

Translation.

Tox Hague, March 25, 1893.
Dear Sir.—J was happy to learn from your last honored lines that the
photos 1 had the pleasure of sending you were weleome to you, As1
feel more convineed of the earnest with which you pursue your researches,
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The above Portrait of Toan Sebastian Rittershausen was sent to us by our
Correspondent from ““The Hague,” hut no Biography, so we are not able to

connect him with any family.

AT
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it will be agreeable to me to contribute as muech as T ean to reach both
the aim in which you take so much personal interest and the good resuli
of the researches themselves. As a proot’ of this wish T have forwarded
to you this week a work edited by Conrad Rittershousen.

Heinrich Rittershansen, a native of Minden, was the father of Balthaser
Rittershansen,

Balthaser was the father of Conrad Ritiershausen, which name was
then written Rittershusiua.

Conrad Rittershausen was the father of George aud Nicolaus Ritters-
hausen,

(eorge had one son, named Adam Friederich, but the latter died single
when still young,

% Nicolaus will be, as T suppose, the person of whom you speak; I
think his son fought againat the Turks and was Nobilitated.

Afterwards, in 1662, the Emperor Ferdinand 11T, oornfirmed the nobili-
tation to (feorge Rittershausen and all his mele and female descendants ;
the arms were then ameliorated and improved.

I thank you very much for your explanation of the arms and the
Chinese name,

I likewise hit npon a portrait of Johan Sebastian Rittershansen without
knowing who is the bearer of this name.

Kmdly remaining myself for your further information, T am, Dear Sir,

Yours traly.
M. L. BITTERSHATSEN,

The original insignia or patent of the coat of arms has,
as far as known, been granted to Matthias, who fought
against the Turks in 1591. .

Said coat of arms afterwards came in possession of Geor-
gius Rittershausen, son of Conradi. It appears that George
must have been related to Matthias, because Matthias’s coat
. of arms became the property of George, presumably a
brother to Conradi, the father of George. We also find that
the coat of arms were granted to George and fo his descend-

*Matthias fought against the Turks in 1591 and was nohilitated. f’ Ttis
believed he was a brother to Conradi, and uncle to George, and his coat
_ of arms came in possession of Greorge in later years and was renewed by
Ferdinand 'the IIT, Emperor of Austria, in 1862, and was granted to
George and his deseendants, both male and female,
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ants, both male and female, by Ferdinand ITI, Emperor
of Austria, in 1662, See the preceding foreign cor-
respondence.

It is stated that the honor was conferred upon George in
1662; it is also stated that he died in 1661 ; if so, it is prob-
able that the honor had been conferred upon him after his
decease, formaily, and upon his descendants both male and
female. Somewhat altered and improved as the reader will
see in the second or latter Hllustration, which is now gener-
ally acknowledged and recognized in the old couniry, and
its patent is recorded in Barmen, a city in Westphalia.

A BRIEF HISTORY, AS FAR AS COULD BE ASCER-
TAINED, OF THE RITTERSHAUSENS IN EUROPE,

GEN,

1 1 1 HEINRICH RITTERSHATUSEN, born
about 1500 or about 400 years ago, was the
earliest member of the family in Europe
about whom I was able to obtain infor-
mation. They did then, and do still write

their name Rittershausen, or in Latin Rittershusius. Hein-

rich was a native of Minden in the Provinee of Westphalia

on the Weser, lying northeast of Westphalia. He had a

son named Balthaser.

2 2 1 Balthaser Rittershausen was born aboui 1530.
He was the father of Conradi, says Wil-
helm C. L. Rittershausen of the Hague.
I have no further information of him ; he
had a son Conradi and probably a son
Matthias. Above information is from
W. C. L. Rittershausen of the Hague,
Holland.






By Ph. Killisn,

CoNRADI RITTERSHUSIUS.
Born in Branswick, Germany, September 25, 1560.  Died 1613,



THE RITTENHOUSE FAMILY. 29

GEN.

3 3 1 Conradi Rittershausen, the son of Balthaser
Rittershausen, was born in Brunswick,
Germany, September 25, 1560. He was
educated at Helmstadt and afterwards
became Professor of Law at Altorf, where
there existed at that time an old castle, and a deaf and
dumb institute (Protestant), a teachers’ seminary, and a
university, which was founded in the year 1623 and closed
‘in the year 1809. Tt was ceded to Nurnberg in 1503,
and in 1809 to Bayern. (See Brockhaus’ Conversations
Lexicon). (It is mot the Altorf mentioned by Barton in
note 4, page 82 in his Memoirs on David Rittenhouse, which
he locates in Switzerland). He continued to reside in Altorf
till his death in 1613, though he had the most liberal invi-
tations from (erman and Dutch universities. He edited
Appions Cynegeticon and some other works. He was Philo-
log. Professor in Altorf; his portrait was engraved by Ph.
Kilian. He wrote another work entitled “ Rittershusius C.
Commentar” in IV libr, Ingtitutionum Agent, 1649 ; parcht.
flo. 2.50, edited by his three sons, Georgius, Nicolaus, and
Ludovicus Conradi filii, Acti Altorfi in Academ, 1618 ; and
another entitled “Rittershusius Salviani Masfil, Opera ad.
Lndov. XIII, et. Philip II, 1611,” 1 volume flo. 3.25. His
children were Nicolaus, George, and Ludovicus (or Ludwig),
as stated in his book. Ritterhusius C. Commentar, in TV
libr., a copy of which is in possession of the guthor of this
work.
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CHILDREN OF NO. 3.
CORRADE, of BALTHASER? of HEINRICH'

GEN.

4 4 1 MNcolaus Rittershousen, son of Conradi, was
born in the year 1592, and was Professor
of Law at Altorf after the death of his
father, Conradi. He published Geneal-
ogia, Imperatoram Regum Ducom Co-
mitum, ete., 7 volumes, folio. He died in
1870— Biographical Dictionary,” by L. L.
Blake, D. D. .

4 5 2 George Rittershusius, son of Conradi, was
born 1595, in Weisdorf, Altorf. He dis-
tinguished himself in the republic of
letters. He wrote the life of his father.
He examined the coats of arms of the

extant mnobility of the family at Barmen in Westphalia,

from where the whole family (Rittershausen) originates,

“says W. C. L. Rittershausen of the Hague.” His portrait

was obtained from Berlin, Prussia. e died in 1661.

He was the first advocate of the Republic of Nuremberg

from 1624 to 1625, and afterwards intimate Counsellor

of the Marquis of Brandenberg. He was nobilitated, and
came in possession of the coat of arms, formerly belonging
to Matthias Rittershausen, who fought against the Turks in

1591, Said coat of arms was renewed and improved by

Ferdinand IIT, Emperor of Austria, and granted to George

and his descendants, both male and female, in the year

1662. This George Rittershausen had a son, Adam Freder-

ick Rittershansen, who died young, “says W. C. L. Ritters-

hausen of the Hague;” and a son, George, “says Geo. W.

Bailey, of Marshalltown, Towa,” who is said to have married

Maria Hagerhoffs, and had the following children: William,



NICOLAUS RITTERSHUSIUS CUNRADI FILIUS.
ICtus in Univeritate Patria per annos X XX VI Prof . Publ.
Facultatis flue Senior, ch:gpubhca,- Norimbergenlis Con,
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GEORGE, S0N oF CoNRADUS RITTENHOUSE.
Born at Weisdorf, Altdorf.

First Advoeate of the Republie of Nuremberg, from 1624 to 1625, and after-
wards intimate Connsellor of De Marguis of Brandenburg,

Bom 1595, died 1661,
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Heinrich Nicholas, and a sister, residing in the principality
of Broich, at Miilheim on the River Ruhr.

REHN.

4 6 3  Iudovieus Rittershausen. No further acecount,

CHILDREN OF NO. 5.

GEORGE RITTERSHAUS', of CONRADI® of BAL-
THASER?, of HEINRICH"

5 7 1 Adan Frederick Rittershausen.. Died young.

5 8 2 (eorge Riftershaugen, born about 1620? Mar-
ried Maria Hagersboffs in the principality
of Broich &t Millheim on the Ruhr; their
children said to have been William, Hein-
rich Nicholas, and a sister.

CHILDREN OF KO. 8.

GEORGE RITTERSHAUSEN® of GEORGE', of CON-
RADD, of BALTHASER?, of HEINRICH.

6 9 1 William Ritfenfiouse, born 1644. Came to
America and settled at Germantown, Pa.,
in 1688, and built the first paper mill in
America. His children were Nicholas,
Gerhard, and Elizabeth. (See article of
William Rittenhouse, of generation one,
in America.)

6 10 2 A sister; name not kunown. i e

-
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GREN.

6 11 8 Heinrich Nicholas Rittershausen, of Broich,
who was married to a De Ruyter; and,
had a son, Adrian, who was visited by
William Barton in 1778, at Amsterdarm.
Adrian was then 85 wvears old; although

plain in his dress, and manners, and in the general appear-

ance of his hoysehold, this person seemed to be pleased in

showing the writer a family seal, on which was engraved a

coat of arms. The armorial device represented a castellated

house, or chateau; on the left side of which was a horse

DA R

TuE Spat. 0F ADBLAN. ARMOETAE: BEARING OF THE
Spaxisd Famrer,

standing on his hind feet, and rearing up, with his fore feet
resting against the wall of the house; and this house very
much resembled the chatean in the armorial bearing of the
Spanish family, “ De Fuentes Senores del Castillo,” as repre-
sented in Dubuisson’s “ French Collection of Arms” Mr,
Rittinghuysen did not omit to mention that his mother was
& De Ruyter, and that her arms were 2 mounted chevalier
armed Cap-3-pie.

153. “*De Fnentes, signeur del Castillo: dér an chitean alefé de
guenles, accompagné de trois etoiles mal ordonnids, woe en chef, and
deux er pointe; le tout farmonte, didn lion de fable, armé and lampaffe
de gueles.”’— Dubuisson’s French Collection of Arms.
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Translation ;

153. “* Of the Founts {anglin) De Fuentes, Iord of Castille,—of gold
with (or on) the eastle, adorned with gnles, accompanied with {or by) three
gtars ill arranged ; one in chief and two in point; the whole surmounted
with a fabulous Yion (or lion of fable) armed with gules. ™

234, D.—Loganian. Philadelpbia, May 10, 1890,

The above facts are taken from Mr. Barton's ¢ Memoirs
of David Rittenhouse,” pages 80-81, where he says: “These
facts, relative to the origin of the American Ritfenhouses,
did not appear to the writer to be unworthy of notice.
They are correctly stated, being taken from a memo-
randum made by him, immediately after his interview
with Adrian Rittinghuysen.

ALTORYF.

Bezirkamt Nirnberg, Bayrische Nebenbezitk Mitien-
franken, Amtgericht, Rentamt; Altes Schloss. Taubstum-
men-Aunstalt, Protestant-Schullehrer Seminar in den Ge-
biuden der 1623 gegrimdeten und 1809 anfgehobenen
Universitit, an der etc. Wallenstein studierte Burggrafen
Albrecht von Nirnberg in 1860,it was ceded to Reichsstadt
Niiznberg in 1503, mit dieser in 1809 an Bayern, nahe
Diisseldorf in der Rheinprovinz.—Brockhaus, Conv. Lex.

~ BROICH.

Ehemals Herrachaft im Kreise' Millheim, darin die Land-
gemeinda Broich an der Eisenbahnlinie Kettwig-Miilheim ;
Auf Schloss Broich weilte die wiederholt jugendliche
Prinzessin Luise von Mecklenburg, nachmalige Konigin

von Preussen.— Brockhaus, Conv. Lex.
3
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MULEEIM AN DER RUHR.

The chief town of a circle in the district of Diisseldord,
Prussia, is situated on the Ruhr, an affiuent of the Rhine,
about seven miles from Kssen, and ai the intersection of
several railways. Like most of the townsin this district,
Miilheim finds its chief industry in iron-working, and con-
tains numerous blast furnaces, rolling mills, foundries, and
engine works; it also carries on manufactories of leather,
cotton, calico, tobacco, paper, and other miscellaneous
goods.

About 6,000,000 tons of the Ruhr coal are annually for-
warded by river and rail from Miilheim, which also carries
on a considerable trade in timber and colonial produce; in
the immediate neighborhood are important sandstone
guarries, a large zine foundry, glassworks, and a carpet
manufactory. Milheim, which possesses a church of the 12th
century, was formerly included in the duchy of Berg, and be-
came a town in 1508. In 1880 it contained 22,146 inhabi-
tants, about two-thirds of whom were Protestants.— Ency. Brit.

SEALS USED BY THE FAMILIES.

1. Gerhard Casper Qttman Rittershausen, the grandfather of Wilhelm
Christian Ludwiz Rittershausen, of the Hague, 1893, Born at
Amsterdam, Angust 7, 1814 ; his wife, Marie Louise Hessel, born
at Ansterdam, 1814,

Therr Seals:—

HuspsNDp's SRAL, WIPE'S SEAL,
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2. Heinrich Wilhelm Christian Rittershansen and M. 1. Sandoz, father
and mother of Wilhelm Christian Imdwig Rittershauser. Born in
Amsterdam, in 1814 ; moved to Hagae.

Their Seals :—

HuseaND's BEAL,

3. Fantasie by W. €. L. Rittershausen, of George Rittershausen, n—.
Same Legend as 6.

4. H. W. C. Rittershausen, father of W. (. L. Rittershausen, at the
Hague, 1893, Sameas] in 2.

5. George Rittershausen, son of Conradi Rittershausen and brother of
Nicolaus, 1662.
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6. Fantasic by W. C. L. Rittershausen, at the Hague: *‘Though high,
humble in everything.’

A BRIEF SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF G. W. BAILEY.

(leo. Wm. Bailey was born in Philadelphia, Pa., March
29,1854 His mother was Ann Scheetz, a daughter of
George Scheetz, and: Ritienhouse. She was born Oct.
13,1813 and was left an orphan, and was cared for and raised
by Hannah Jackson, who was, as is said, her aunt. She
first married a man named Heartt, who was killed on a
railroad. She married a second time, J. C. Bailey, who lived
in West Chester, Pa.

The grandmother of Geo. W. Bailey, our subject,is a
Rittenhouse, presumably of the line of Garrett, which would
make him a descendant of the Rittenhouse family.

Mr. Bailey was in his early days obliged to be among
strangers. When yet young he went to China and entered
the imperial service of the Chinese government; he became
known in China by the name of “Tank Kee” He com-
menced his career as a lecturer in the fall of 1876, and has
been continually on the lecture platform since. He is gifted
by nature with a wonderful memory, being a reader on all
subjects, and especially a student on China. As a lecturer
on China he is known throughout the world, and is & mem-
ber of all the important Oriental socieiies in this country,
as well as in Asia and BEurope. His life in China fits him
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for the place he occupies. He travelled over a great portion
of Europe, and is exiensively acquainted there.

To him belongs the honor of procuring the coat of arms
of the family, and some old portraits and seals, and much
of the historical maiter and records of the Rittenhouse
family in Europe, for which he spent much time and money.

Perhaps the best evidence of his popularity is the fact that
those who have engaged him and listened to his full course
of lectures desire to have him again.

I have also before me a number of recommendations from
ministers of a number of churches throughout the West,
where he has been engaged.

May 81, 1893.









THE RITTENHOUSE FAMILY AT THE HAGUE.

Winnerw Comisriasy Lvowig Rirren- His Wite,
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dam, August 7, 18045 diefd Augast 11, bBorn st Amsterdam, 1814,
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PREFACE.

The object of the following genealogy is to preserve the
more remote history of the ploneer ancestors of the Ritten-
house family, and to place upon record the names and
_ biographies of their descendants, from father to son, down to
the present time, for coming generations. For many years
the author of this work felt 2 desire to know more about his
ancestry, and the particulars conneeted with his progenitors
and their descendants, than the meager legends and iradi-
tions related' to him by individual members of his own
family. Consequently, during the last faw years, after being
appointed chairman of the Genealogical Committee of the
Rittenhouse Memorial Association, all facts and data were
collected that were accessible. It was the original intention
to prepare a genealogical record of the family, bui feeling a
deep interest in the work, and a like interest being awak-
ened among individual members of the different branches,
it was decided to add historical matter, in order to make it a
genersl family history, by collecting and introducing all facts
that could be so arranged without msaking the work too
expensive and voluminous. The actual laber, however, of
compiling this history was not begun uniil about A. D,
1890. The task, an arduous one, was undertaken none too
soon.

It should have been begun years ago, while there were yet
living those of the third and fourth generafions, who could
have given more satisfactory information of the early ances-
tors, that would be of great interest and value to the work,
but which with their demise is forever lost. Already the
ancestral thread was lost to many who were unsble to trace

41
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their lineage farther than te the grandfathers, or were totally
unaware of the fact that they were in any way connected
with the Rittenhouse family.
~ Had the author been aware of the gigantic proportions the
work would asseme in tracing the branches and whereabouts
of many of the descendants, and of collecting the necessary
information, it is more than probable the task would never
have been undertaken. It is to be regretted that the records
are not more complete in many of the branches, owing io a
lack of interest in the matter. Some, for reasons best known
to themselves, failed to respond to inquiries for information
concerning their respective families, thereby causing defects.
The work has been prepared at a greater sacrifice of time
than was anticipated. Had all promptly responded fo com-
munications the task would have been far easier. The
author is far from being satisfied with the result of his labor,
He is aware that imperfections exist, but pleads in extenua-
tion of the fact that the difficulties were insurmountable.
Theauthor acknowledges himself indebted to many friends
for kind favors received during the compilation of this work,
and while we express our sincere gratitude to all who in any
way aided us, we acknowledge our indebtedness, especially
to those who have very materially sided us. They are as
follows: Dr. Alvah Rittenhouse, Rev. Aron Rittenhouse,
Henry N. Rittenhouse, Dr. George B. Miller, B. F. Ritten-
house, Isq., Miss Anna Margaret Rittenhouse, Hannah Rit-
tenhouse, Rev. A. J. Fretz, Colonel Nicholas M. Rittenhouse,
Dr. Jacob Rittenhouse, and many others, from Canada, Chi-
cago, Baltimore, and Washington, and & number of others
to whom we feel ourselves indebted ; also the Brewsters, the
Bartons, the Zantzingers, the Abbotts, ete.; also Sammel
Rittenhouse, of Lewistown, Mifflin Co., Pa. ; more especially
to Mrs. Alexina Virginia, widow of the late George Wagh-
ington Harrison, U. 8. N., of Washington, D. C., for valuable
information and a copy of the portrait of her grandmother,
Hetty Barton, daughter of Esther Rittenhouse Barton, and fo



THE RITTENHOUSE FAMILY. 43

J. A. Bailey of Marshalltown, Towa, for his energetic searches
and for obtaining valuable relics belonging to the Ritten-
house family; also Prof. A. Van Helden, of Philadelphia,
Professor of Languages and Notary Public, for valuable as-
sistance rendered ; also George B. Kolb, of Wilkesbarre, and
Mrs. Richard Williams, of Hazleton; Mrs. Elias Smith, of
Rock Glen ; and Mrs. Morris Rittenhouse, of Berwick; also
Peter Rittenhouse, of Shickshinny, and Wm. H. Richardson,
of Norristown, amateur photographer.

In order that these facts might not be wholly lost, the
“ RirTENHOUSE MEMORIAL AssociaTION 7 has collected from
many sources all information obtainable regarding this
worthy ancestor of our family—one of the earliest settlers
of Germantown, an humble paper maker from the City of
Amsterdam, in Holland, who seitled in the untrodden wilds
of Ameriea, and pursuing the even tenor of a modest and
uneventful life “ builded better than he knew.”

The “ AssocraTIoN ” in presenting this “ HisTory oF THE
Rrrrensouse FAMILY ¥ to'the numerous descendants of our
old ancestor, WirLemM 'RirrenHOUSE, has endeavored to
merit the approval of all by presenting a work that will be
found interesting to all branches of the Rittenhouse family.

It will be found to contain more information in regard fo
their persecution in Europe, their emigration to America,
their prosperity in America, than any other publication
heretofore placed in the hands of the reader, Among the
contenis will be found a short biographical history of the
more prominent members of the family.

A work of this kind necessarily involves a great amount
of expense and labor, and the Association has spared
neither, but has made every effort to make it as interesting
and ag perfect as could possibly be done at so late a date.

Darrer, K., Cassyr, Compiler,
Chairman of Genealogical Committee.

GEBMANTOWN, June S0k, 1898,
in #he city of Philadelphia,






EXPLANATIORS FOR THIS VOLUME.

. The arrangement of thiz work is selected from the best arramged

fawily records found in the Peunsylvania Historieal Sceiety, among
about 600 copies, and is approved by many Historians.

. The volume commences with introductions, proceedings of the meet-

ings held, and the formation of the Rittenhouse Memorial Associa-
tion, and other preliminary matters.

. The Genealogy commences with Willem, Wilhelm, or William, as

generation 1.

. Hiy children Klaus or Nicholas, Garret or Gierhard, and Elizabeth are

generation 2.

5. And the children of the latter are generation 3, ete.
6. The reader will find three columns of figures in frovt of each family

name ; the first designates the generation, the seeond, is a continuons
number running through the whole work, designating each name by
its partienlar number, for reference.

. The third or [ast colamn gives the number of children in each family.

8. The name of the head of each family i3 in capital letters and followed

by the whole line of descent.

. The names of the children are given in italics.
10.

The small figures found over particular names denote the genemtion.

45



Mar,
Avpr.
Aug,
Sept.

Oct.
Nov.

ABBREVIATIONS USED.

Born.

Married.

Died or dead.

Oceupation.

Profession or Professor.

Captain.

Clolanel.

Residence, resides or resided.

Children born, who will be found in their proper places in the next
zeneration,

Probable or doubtful,

Janweary.

Febraary.

March.

April.

August,

September.

Oetober.

November.

December,



PART IL

RISTORY OF THE RITTENHOUSE FAMILY
IN AMERICA.

Willem, Wilhelm, or William Riddinghuysen, Ritting-
huysen, Rittershausen, Rittershusius, Rittershaus or Ritten-
house, as it is written in America, was born in the year
1644, near Miilheim, in the principality of Broich, between
the River Rhine and Westphalia, where his mother, his
brother, and his sister still lived in the year 1678, when
William resided in Amsterdam, Holland, and was about
to become a citizen of that city, as the following doeu-
ment will show, which is a copy from the original which
was brought over from Holland by William, and is still pre-
served, and was last in possession of Horatio Gates Jones,
Esq., of Roxborough, Philadelphia, and reads as follows: —

‘* Heiurich Nicholans Rittinghausen, at the ehancelery of the court of
Fulkenstein, In this place of Broich, respectfully declared that his Brother
Wilhelm Rittinghausen, now residing in Amsterdam, does fervently de-
mand and petition for the evidence of his age ; that is to say, in what year
he was born—-to make use of the same in the proper place ; and as there
i8 no good rexsor to refuse said request, it is hereby certificd that the said
‘Wilthelm Rittinghausen’s Mother, Maria Hagerhoffs, who is stil} living in
the principality of Broich, a3 also his sister and Brother ansnimously de-
elared and confirmed that the snid Wilhelm Rittinghausen was born in the
year one thousand Siz hundred and forty-four, in consequence of which
this certificate is hereby given. )

Signed, Broich, the 23d Jane, 1678.

. J. Roor.
From the chancelery of Court of Falken-
stein In the said place.’””
47
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William Rittenhouse, born 1644, near Miilheim, in the
prineipality of Broich, on the River Rubr, between the River
Rhine and Westphalie, in what is now Rheinland. He was
2 son of George Rittenhausen and Maria Hagerhoffs Ritten-
house, whose father was also George Rittenhausen, and was
born 1n 1595, and was a son of Conradi, born Sept. 25, 1560,
at Brunswick; his father was Balthaser Rittenhausen, and
his grandfather was Heinrich Rittenhausen, of Minden,
Westphalia, born about 1500.

BROICH.

The principality of Broich was at that time a iract of
country lying between Westphalia and the River Rhine, in
what is now Rheinland, and belongs, or is under the juris-
diction of the German Empire, the residence of the Count
(Graf), of Falkenstein, and Broich is only one German mile
fromn Duisburg, on the western bank of the River Ruhr,
On the opposite side of the river and connected by a bridge
is located Miillheim—see Penn’s Travels in Germany in 1677,
which was one year prior to the issning of the Rittenhouse
certificate. That country was subject to many changes during
the heavy wars; so we must take it ag it was then, and not
what it is now.

William Rittenhouse’s mother, whose maiden name was
Maria Hagerhoffs, and his brother Heinrich Nicholas Rit-
tenhouse, and a sister, were residing in the principality of
Broich, where the certificate of the year of his birth was
issued and certified to by his mother and brother, thereby
establishing the fact that William was born there. Broich
was a principality in Rheinland, between the River Rhine
and Westphalia, and Falkenstein was its chief town, sitnated
on the western bank of the River Ruhr, and opposite the
river is Miilheim. The two towns are connected by a bridge.
(See Penn’s Travels in Europe in 1677.) The cerfificate of
citizenship to William, dated Amsterdam, June 23, 1678, also
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bears his signature, * William Riiddinghuysen, van Milheim,
papermaker.” W. C. L. Rittershausen writes from the
Hague, Febrnary 11, 1893, thus: “1 must also observe that
the name is not Ritfenhuzs, but Riftershausen, in Latin, Ritfer-
shusive. Mr. George Rittershausen has examined the coats
of arms of the exfant nobility at Barmen, in Westphalia,
from where the whole family of Rittershausen originates,
and of which I am a descendant, almost eighty years of age
(one year lacking).”

WESTPHATLIA.

“Westphalia, “ German, Westfalen,” is bounded on the
north by the Province of Hanover; on the east by the Prov-
ince of Hanover, the principality of Lippe-Detmold and
Schaumburg-Lippe, the Duchy of Brunswick, the Provinee
of Hesse, and the principality of Waldeck ; on the south-
west by Rheinish Prussia, German Rheinland ; on the north-
west by Holland.

“Tts greatest length from north to south is 110 miles, its
greatest breadth is 124 miles, and its fotal area is 7800
square miles as it now is. Bul in our ease we must consider
Westphalia as it was about 1678. Since that {ime it has
gone through many changes. After the battle of Leipsic,
in 1813, the kingdom of Westphalia was abolished, and
things reverted to their previous order until the congress of
Vienna rearranged the map of Europe, when Westphalia,
as we now understand the term, was assigned to Prussia.”
~—Fncyclopedia Brifannica.

The following is a fac-simile eopy 1744911 from the original,
printed on parchment, giving his ébligation as citizenship,
and certificate.



Eedt van Poorters.

D At {weert ghy, dat' ghy cen goet ende
cetrouw Poorter defer Stede, den
Burgermeefteren  ende  Regeerders  in
der it onderdanigh wefen fult, in Wa-
ken, Bijten, endc andere befchermenif-
fen ende laften defer Stede 1 goctwilligh
hebben fulr ; defe goede Stede voor t
quaet, dat ghy fult vememen, waerfchou-
wen, ende ot alle welvaert, mer raedt en-
de daet, naerallen uwen vermogen, vor-
deren gnde helpen fult; Ende voorts alles
fulr doen ende laten, dat een goer Poor-

tet fchaldigh is te doen ende laten.
S00 waerlick moetu Godr almachtigh bclyen

' voll. L ’ 2o
heeft de bovenftaende Eedt gedaen, ende de Heeten Thrcforlercn
"het Poorter- gele betaclt.  Adtum in Anifterdam den 23
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Translated into English it reads as follows:

OATH OF CITIZENSHIP.

You do swear that you will be a good and true citizen of
this city, and be subject to the Burgomasters and rulers, and
take part in waiches, ice openings, and other protections and
burdens of thiseity; and that you will apprise them of any
threatening danger of which you may be informed; and
that you will, by advice and act, further its welfare to
the utmost of your power; and that you will perform
and omit all that a good citizen should perform and omit.

So truly mey God Almighty help us.

Willem Riddinghiiysen, van Miilheim, papermaker, took
the above mentioned ocath and paid the citizen fee to the
Gentlemen of the Treasury.

Done in Amsterdam the 23d day of Juns, 1678.

J. GEELRINCK.

WILLEM, WILHELM, OR WILLIAM RITTENHOUSE,
HIS DESCENDANTS AND THEIR BRANCHES.

In the year 1688, Wilhelm Rittinghaunsen came to German-
town: with his two sons Nicholas and Gerhard (or as abbre-
viated Claus and Garret), and & daughter Elizabeth, who
afterwards married Heivert (Howard) Papen. His forefathers
had long carried on the business of manufacturing paper at
Arnheim, and in 1690 he entered inte an agreement with
Samuel Carpenter for 20 acres of land in Roxborough
Township, County of FPhiladelphia, for the purpose of
erecting a paper mill thereon. The paper mill was built at
onee on & branch of the Wissahickon Creek, and was the
first paper mill in America. There was made ihe paper
used by Williaa Bradford, the earliest printer in the
Middle Colonies. :
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SRUCE TRES, 1690,
The following is a copy of the first Title: *

Triz INDENTURE made the Ninth day of the twelfth month called Feb-
ruary, in the fourth year of the reign of QQueen Ann over Bngland, ete.,
Anno Domini 1705-6 Between Samuel Carpenter of Philadelphia mer-
chant of the one part. Aod William Rittenhouse of German Town in the
County of Philadelphia Yeoman, of the other part Whereas, In the year of
our Lord One thonsand Siz handred and ninety. It was Agreed Between
the said Bamuel Carpenter of the one part, And Robert. Turner, William
Bradford, Thomas Tress, and the Said William Rittenhouse in the hehalf
of themselves and others that Undertock to build a Papermill upon the
Land hereafter meptioned of the other part. That the Said Samuel Car-
penter Should Demise Unto the Said Robert Tarner, William Bradford,
Thomas Tress, William Rittenhouse and the vest of the Company, or
perzons concerned as aforesaid.  All that Tract of Land whereon the Said
Papermill was to be erected. Containing Twenty acres. To hold to them
their Executors and Assigns for the Term of Nine hundred and ninety
Years. Paying unto the Said Sammel Carpenter hia heira or Assigns the
rent of Five Shillings Sterling on the Twenty-ninth day of September

* The ahove Titleis a correct copy from the old or original Deed, now in the
possession of the heirs. of Peter Rittenhouse; at Rittenhousetown, near
Gerantown, where it can be seen. .

The Deed has nevor been recorded, and for many years was considered a
Tost document. -
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yearly during the sd. Term And Whereas the Said Papermill was after-
wards built, but no Lease actually Signed or Exeented. Aeccording to the
Said Agreement And, Wherees, Francis Rawle, Administrator of the
Estate of the said Robert Turner as also the said William Bradford,
Thomas Tresse and the rest of the persons coneerned in the said Papermill,
Assigned all their right and Interest therein To the said William Ritten-
houae.

Now tHIS INDENTURE WITNESSETH, That the said Samuel Carpenter,
Ag well for the Consideration of the Rent, &e, Covenants, heveipafier men- -
tioned &e., reserved As also for divers other good causes and considerations
him moving Hath Demised Granted Sett and to Farm letten And by these
presents doth Demise Grant Sett and to Farm lett unto the said William
Rittenhouse All that Papermill Seituate in the gaid County of Philadelphia,
And ali that Traet of Land whereon the Same Btands, Baginning at a Sproce
tree near Wissahickon Creek then North East one hundred and Ten perches
by Thomas Jaque's Land to a Corner post Then North West, by German
Towa Land Thirty-five perches to a Corner post. Then South West by
Thomas Master’'s Land Ninety-fonr perclies to a post by the said Wissa-
hickon Creek. Then down the Several Conrses of the Same Creek to the
place of beginping : Layd ont for Twenty Acres. Being part of One
hundred acres Sold and Conveyed by Willizm Harwood o the said Samuel
Carpenter and his Heirs and Assigns, for ever by & Deed of Feoffment duly
executed under the Hand and Seal of the Said William Harwood, dated
the Seventh day of the fourth month 1693. Acknowledged in Court at
Philadelphia the Bixth day of December 1693,

Together with all the Millpouds, Alilldams, Banks, Streams, Creeks,
Rivolets, Woods, Meadows, Rights, Priviledzes, Comodities, Advantages
and Appurtenances to the hereby demised premises belonging, orin anywise
appertaining. To have and to hold, the Sz2id Papermill, Twenty acres of
Laund, and premiscs hereby demized with their appurtenances Unto the
Said William Riitenhouse his Executors, Administrators and Assigns
from the Twenty-ninth day of September last past Unto the full End and
Term of Nine hundred and Seventy-five years thence next ensueing and
fully to he Complete and Ended, without impeachment of Waste, Yeilding
and Paying therefore yearly during the Said Termt upto the Said Samuel
Csrpenter his Heirs and Assigns the Rent or Sum of five Schiilings Sterl-
ing mouey of England on the Nine and twentieth day of September yearly
during the Said Term of Nine hundred and Seventy-five Years. The first
payment thereof to be made on the Twenty-ninth day of September, next
Ensueing the date hereof Provided allways And upon Condition Neverihe-
Yess That If it shall happen the Said yearly rent of five Shillings, hereby
reserved or any part thereof to be bebind or unpaid in part or in 2ll at any
of the Baid daya whercon the same ought to be paid as aforesaid, That
then, and from thenceforth, from time to time, when, and so often as the
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same shall be so behind and unpayd, It shall and may be lawful to and
for the said Samnue] Carpenter his Heirs and Assigns Into and upon all and
Singular, the said Mil, Twenty Acres of Land and all other the said
demised premises and every or any part thereof with their appurtenances,
To Euter and Distrain, And the Distress and Distresses then and there
found and Taken to Take, Lead, drive, or Carry Away, Impound, detain,
and keep untill the said yearly vent all Arrearages thereof (If any) shall he
fully saticfied and paid. Buk, Ir case No such distress.can be found e or
upon the said demised premises, Then and from thereeforth it shall and
may be lawful to and for the said Samuel Carpenter, hizs Heirs and As-
signs, into the satd Mill, Fwenty Acres of Land, and all other the said
demised premises and every part thereof, with their appurtenances wholly
to Reenter and the Same to have again Retain, Reposses and Enjoy ag in
his ortheir former Estate and the satd William Rittenhouse, his Executors,
Administrators and Assigns- thereout and from thence Utterly to Expell
Amove and Put out Aaything herein Contaiped to the Contrary notwith-
standing, And the Said William Rittenhouse, Doth for himseli hiz Heirg
Exeecutors Administrators and Assigns Covenant promise and Grant to
and with the Said Samuel Carpenter hiz Heirs Executors Administra-
tors and Assigns by these presents That he, the Said William Rittenhouse
his Executors Administrators or Assigns shall and will Wel! and Tridy pay,
or eause to be payd unto the Said Samuel Carpenter, his Heirs and As-
gigns, the said yearly Rent of five Shillings as the Same i herein before
reserved According to the Tenor and true meaning of these presents, And
also shall and will Pay and Discharge all such Tazes and Impositions as
Shall be layd upon the said Demised premises And the said Saruel Car-
penter for himself his Heirs Executors and Administrators Doth hereby
Covenant Promise and Grant to and- with the Said William Rittenhouse
tis Executors Administrators and Assigns, That he the said, William
Rittenhouse bis Executors Administrators and Assigne (Paying the yearly
rent hereby reserved) shall or lawfully may peaceably and quisetly have hold
and Enjoy all the said premises hereby demised and every part thereof for
and during the Baid Term of Nine hundred and Seventy five years, here-
by demised without the Leatt or Interruption of him the said Samual Car-
penter his Heirs or Assigns orany other person, or persons, Claiming by or
under him, them, or any of them,

In Witness whereof the eaid parties to these presents have interchange-
ably set their hands and seals herennto Dated the day and year first above
written. SAML. CARPENTER.  [srarL]
Sealed & Delivered after the words (withont Im- '

peachment of waste) were Interlined between the

Nineteenth and Twentieth lines in the presence of

Epwanp Evans,
Ricep Heats.
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BRIEF OF TTTLES.

Of the above-mentioned tract, or the tract on whick the Paper Mill was
built, as appears on the records, a messuage and two adjoining tracts of
land in Roxborough Township, Philadelphia, belonging to Jonathan
Rittenhonse, late,

William Harwood to Samuel Carpenter in fee for 100 acres of land
situate in Roxborough Township, County of Philadelphia, Province of
Pennsylvania, 6th December, 1693.

Samuel Carpenter to William Rittenhouse for 20 acres of land, part of
the ahove 100 acres, for and during the term of Nine Hundred and
Seventy-five years (975 years), from the 29th day of September, 1705,
urder the yearly vent of five shillingg, sterling money of England, payable
during said term on 20th of September, yearly, to said SBamuel Carpenter.

NoTte.—1t is also recited as follows—viz., that the grant of the said 20
acres (5o called) was made by virtue and in consequence of an agreement
made between the said Samuel Carpenter and Willlam Rittenhonse and
others, in the year A.D. 1680, for the term of Nine Hundred and Ninety
(990} years from thence then next ensuing.

Having examined the Brief of Title prepared by Daniel
K. Cassel, for the Tract of Land in Roxborough Township,
county of Philadelphis, late of the Estate of - William Rit-
tenhouse {more recently of Jonathan Ritlenhouse), I find
the recital of Deed from William Harwood to Samuel Car-
penter for 100 acres, dated 1693, 4th mo, acknowledged Dec.
06,1698, as well as the Deed from Samuel Carpenter to Wil-
liam Rittenhouse for 20 acres of land (part of the said 100
acres}, dated 1705-6, 12 mo. Feb. 9,10 be correct as stated,
and agreeing with the original notes made by me, and as
taken from the records.

" Germantown, August 19th, 1893,

Ropert THoMAS,
Conveyancer.,
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DEED.

William Rittenhounse to his son, Nicholas, by the zame of (lans Ritten-
house, his heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, for three full,
equal, and undivided one-fourth part of the said 20 aerés, for the term of
974 years from thenee next ensuing, under its proportion of said yearly
rent of five shilhngy sterling.

The said above-named William Rittenhouse died intestate, and the
remaining undivided one-fourth part of laud in the said 20 acres descended
to and beeame vested in his som and heir at law, the said Nicholas (Claus)
Rittinghausen,

WILL OF NICHOLAS (OR CLAUS) RITTENHOUSE.
(See page 71).

The said Nicholas {or Claus) Rittenhouse, being thus seized {inter alia)
of the whole of the said 20 acres, made and published his last Will and
Testament in writing, bearing date the 24th day of May, A. D, 1734,
whereir and whereby he did devise and bequeath-unto his eldest som,
‘William, by the name of Rittenhonse, the said 20 acres of land {inter
alia).

It appears from a letter in the Mennonite Archives at Am-
sterdam that Willem Rittenhounse endeavored to have the
Confession of Taith of the Menncnites translated into Eng-
lish and printed by Bradford. Said Confession of Faith was
printed in English in Amsterdam in 1712; and a reprint by
Andrew Bradford in 1727, with an appendix, is the first
book printed in Pennsylvania for the Germans, a copy of
which is yet in the Rittenhouse family in Germantown and
held in high esteem.

The erection of the paper mill is likely to keep his mem-
ory green for many generations to come, and its value was
fully appreciated by his contemporaries. In a * Description
of Pennsylvania,” in verse, by Richard Frame, in 1692, we
are told, “ A paper mill near Germantown does stand;” and
says the quaint (abriel Thomas, six years later, “all sorts
of very good paper are made in the German town.”
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Itis a fact worthy of notice, that the establishment of
paper mills in Pennsylvania by the Rittenhouses was nearly
coeval with the general introduction of the manufacture of
white paper in the mother country. This appears from the
following circumstance: There is now before the writer of
these memoirs (William Barton} a paper in the handwriting
of the celebrated William Penn, and subseribed with his
name, certifying that * William Rittinghausen and Claus”
(Nicholas) “his son,” then “part owners of the paper mill
near Germaniown,” had recently sustained a very great loss
by a violent and sudden flood, which carried away the said
mill, with a considerable quantity of paper, materials, and
tools, with other things therein, whereby they were reduced
to great distress; and, therefore, recommending to such per-
sons as should be disposed to lend thewm aid to give ihe suf-
ferers “relief and encouragement in their needful and com-
mendable employment,” as they were “ desirons to set up the
paper mill again.” This cerfificate is without date; but
Mr. Penn was twice in Pennsylvania. He first arrived in
the year 1682, and returned to England in 1684 ; his second
arrival was in 1699, and he finally left the provinece in 1701.
8o it appears that it must have been during the latter period
of his residence in his proprietary dominion that the Ger-
mantown paper mills were destroyed, presumably in the
year 1700

William Rittenhousen (so Mr. Penn writes the name)
here mentioned is supposed fo be the same named in the
text, and to have been the great-grandfather of our astrono-
mer, In Mr. Pann’s certifieate he is called an old man,and
is stated to have been “ decrepid.”

Mr. Benjamin Rittenhouss, a younger brother of David,
speaking of his paternal ancesfors,in a letter addressed to
the writer of these memoirs (William Barton) says: “The
family originally settled in the State of New York, while a
Duich colony, and were, undoubtedly, the first paper-makers
in America.” This fact was also communicated to the
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writer by Dr. Franklin some years before communicated
* by the undersigned, says William Barton.

 Before closing let me add that there is an interesting
history connected with the water mork of this mill. My
researches led me to believe that the first mark used was the
word “Company.” The next was the letters “W. R.” (the

‘WaTER MARK (CLOVER LEAF).

initials of the founder) on one-half of the sheet of paper,
and on the other half the Clover Leuf in a shield surmounted
-by a kind of crown, while beneath was the word “ Pensti-
vanie.” The clover grass, or Klee-Blaft, used by the Ritten-
houses as part of the device was, according to Pastorius, the
common town mark or seal of Germantown, near which the
mill was located. On some of the paper I have seen is
simply the clover leaf The next mark used was “K. R..”
the initials of Klaus Rittenhouse, and this mark can be seen
in Andrew Bradford’s Weekly Mercury. The only other
Rittenhouse mark that I have seen is that of the letters
«J.R.” which stood for the initials of Jacob Rittenhouse, a
great grandson of the founder.
Hon. Horatio Gates JoNEs.

When the original settlers of Germentown cast lots in
the cave of Franciz Daniel Pastorius, in Philadelphia, for
the town lots which were numbered, Willem Rittinghousen
drew lot No. 19, on the east side of Germantown Avenue,
on which is now the Mennonite Mesting-house and grave-
yard, in Germantown, where he was chosen their first
minister. But he was not yet ordained as Bishop, and ag_
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the congregation at Germantown had no Bishop, and,
according to the discipline of the Church, no one to ordain
him, consequently a letter was sent from Germantown to the
congregation at Altona, Hamburg, for advice, requesting one
of the Bishops to coms over to install a Bishop at German-
town. The Bishops and ministers of the Altona congrega-
tion took the matter under earnest consideration, and as no
one seemed willing at thai fime to undertake so tedious and
dangerous a voyage across the sea to install a Bishop at Ger-
mantown, they wrote s letter to the Germantown congre-
gation authorizing one of thebrethren to perform that duty.
This letter was signed by four ministers of the Hamburg,
Altona congregation, viz.: Bishop Gerritt Roosen, at the
age of ninety years; Pieter van Helle, Jacob van Kampen,
and Jean de Lanoi. In consequence of the above instruc-
tions, Willem Rittenhouse was installed as Bishop of the
first Mennonite church in America, at Germantown, about
1701. Willem Ritienhouse, as stated above, was the first
preacher in the Germantown Mennonite congregation,
afterwards elected and ordained as Bishop, the first in
America in said Church.

In 1694 Willem Rittenhouse took upon himself the duty
as a committee, with Jan Doeden, to raise money and to have
a little house built on a lot which was set apart for an old
blind man snd his wife, who came to Germantown in a
miserable condition after many years wandering on these
wild shores, who was at one timethe leader of a community
of Mennonites who had setiled at Hoornkill, in Delaware,
and were driven away and robbed by a band of armed
soldiers under the command of Captain Robert Carr. His
name was Cornelis Plockhoy. '

Willem Rittenhouse emigrated to Germantown in 16888.
Hehad two sons, Klaus(or Nicholas) and Garrett (or Gerhard),
and a daughter, Elizabeth. He died in 1708, aged 64 years,
and his bones lie away in the Mennonite Churchyard at
Germantown, Pa., above Herman Street.
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It is to be regretted that his resting place is not marked
with a tablet or stone to show its exact location.

There is, however, a movement on foot to have money
collected and a stone or small monument erected to his
memory.

The old Awerican stock of the Rittenhouses were Menno-
nites (and Willem was their first Bishop in America), and
persons of very considerable note in that religious society.
Menno Simons, the great Reformer, was born at a village
called Witmarsum, in the Batavian provinee of Friesland,
in 1492, and died in 1559. He is represented to have besn
“a man of probity, of a meek and tractable spirit, gentle in
his manners, pliable and obsequious in his commerce with
persons of all ranks and characters, and extremely zealous
in promoting practical religion and virtue, which he recom-
mended by his example as well as by his precepts.” He
was, moreover, 2 man of genins and eloquence, and pos-
sessed a considerable share of learning. The fundamental
prineiples of the followers of Menno Simons are in some re-
spects similar to those of the people called Quakers. They
use, likewise, great plainness in their apparel, and adhere to
some of the practices of the primitive Christian Church.
John Dickinson, Esq.,, as early es 1764, in an address de-
clared himself as follows: The merits of the Founder of
Pennsylvania, as they were declared at various times, in the
proceedings of the legislative body of the colony, and in
some other public documents, are thus summed up by the
speaker.

The Charter of Privileges granted and solemnly confirmed
to the freemen of Pennsylvania and territories belonging to
the province, by the propristary, on the 28th of Oectober,
1701, was, after being approved and agreed to by the legisla-
tive body of the province, accepted by them the same day
in Heu of the Frame of Government originally stipulated
between Mr. Penn and the planters in the year 16883, which
was the year when the first thirteen families of Mennonites
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came from Crefeld and settled themselves in Pennsylvania,
north of Philadelphia, and called the settlement German-
town. The first article of this charter provided for a full
enjoyment of the liberty of conscience by all persons who
should acknowledge “ One Almighty God, the Creator, Up-
holder, and Ruler of the World.” Tt is also declared to be
capable of holding any office or place under the govern-
ment, all persons professing faith in * Jesus Christ, the Sav-
ior of the World,” and who should, when required, attest
their allegiance, etc.

As stated above, the first setilers of Germantown were
thirteen families, mostly Mennonites, and by trade linen
weavers. They camein the year 1683 ; five years later, 1688,
Willem Rittenhouse came and settled at Germantown.

S. W. Pennypacker (Judge) says: “There was a rustic
murmur in the little burgh (Germantown) that year, which
time has shown to have been the echo of the great wavethat
rolls around the world. The event probably at that time
produced no commotion and attracted little attention. It
may well be that the eonsciousness of having won immor-
tality never dawned upon any of the participants,and yet a
mighty nation will ever recognize it in time to come as one
of the brightest pages in the early history of Peunsylvania.
On the 18th of April, 1688, Gerhard Hendricks, Dirk Op den
Graeff, Francis Daniel Pastorius,and Abraham Op den Graeff
{(all Mennonites except Pastorius) sent to the Friends’ Meet-
ing the first public protest ever made on this continent
against the holding of slaves. A Iittle rill there started
which further on became animmense torrent, and whenever
thereafier men irace analytically the causes which led to
Shiloh, Gettyshurg, and Appomattox they will begin with
the tender consciences of linen weavers and husbandmen of
Germantown. For a copy of the protest see the follow-
ing—
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Tris 15 T0 ¥ MonTtELY MEETING HELD AT BrcHARD WORRELL'S.

These are the reasons why we are against the traffick of men-body, as
followeth. Is there any that would be done or handled at this manner?
viz., to be sold or made a slave for all the time of hislife? How fearful
and fuint-hearted are wany on sea, when they see a strange vessel, —being
afraid it shounld be 2 Twrk, and they should be taken, and sold for slaves
into Turkey. Now what Is this better done, as Turks doe? Yea, rather
is it worse for them, which say they are Christians ; for we hear that ve
most part of such negers are brought hither against their will and consent,
and that many of them are stolen. Now, t° they are black, we ean not
conceive there is more liberty to have them elaves, ag it is to have other
white ones. There is a saying, that we should doe to all men like as we
will be done ourselves ; making no difference of what geveration, descent
ot colour they are. And those who steal or robb men, and those who buy
or purchase them, are they not all alike? Here is Jiberty of consclence,
wak i3 right and reasonable ; here ought to be likewise liberty of ¥¢ body,
except of evil-doers, ¥¢b i an other case. But to bring men
hitker, or fo rob and sell them against their will, we stapd agaimst, In
Europe there are many oppressed for conscience sake ; and heve there are
those oppressed ¥4 are of a black colour, And we who know that men
must not comitt adnltery,—some do coramitt adultery, in others, separating
wives from their hushands and giving them to others; and some sell the
children of these poor creatures to other men. Ah! doe consider well
this thing, you who do it, if you would be done at this manner? and if it
is done aecording to Christianity? You surpass Holland and Germany in
this thing. This makes an ill report in all those countries of Europe,
where they hear off, that ¥ Quakers doe here handel men as they handel
there ¥ cattle. And for that resson some have no mind or inelination to
eomeé hither, And who shall maintain this your cause, or pleid for it ?
TPruly we can not do go, exeept you shall inform us better hereof, viz., that
Christians have liherty to practise these things. Pray, what thing in the
world ean be done worse towards us, than if men should rob or steal us
away, and gell us for slaves to sirange countries; separating houvshands
from their wives and children. Being now this is not done in the mamer
we would be done at therefore we contradiet and are againgt this traffie of
men-body. And we who profess that it is not lawful to steal, must, like-
wise, avold to purchase such thingy as are stolen, but rather help o stop
this robbing and stealing if possible. And such men ought to be delivered
out of ¥¢ hands of ¥¢ robbers, and set free as well as in Burope.
Then is Pennsylvania to have a good report, inatead it hath now a bad
one for this sake in other countries. Especlally whereas Yo BEaropeans are
desirous ¢ kaow in what manner ¥¢ Quakers doerule in their provinee ;—
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and most of them doa look upon us with an envious eye. Bng iff this is
done well, what shall we say is done evil ?

If once these slaves (*<b they say are so wicked and stubbern men)
ghould joint themselves,——fight for their freedom,—and handel their
masters and masfrisses as they did handel them before ; will these masters
and mastrisses take the sword at hand and warr against these poor slaves,
licke, we are able fo helieve, some will not refuse to doe; or have these
negers not as muach right to fight for their freedom, as yon have to keep
them sfaves?

Now consider well this thing, if it is good or bad? And in ease you
find it to be good to handel these blacks at that manner, we desire and require
you herehy lovingly, that you may inform us herein, which at this time
never was done, viz., that Christians have such a liberty to do so. To the
end we shall be satisfied in this point, and satisfie likewise our good friends
and acquaintances in our nstif country, to whose it is a terror, or fairful
thing, that men should be handled so in Pennsylvania.,

This is from our meeting at Germantown, held 7@ 18 of the 2 month,
1688, to be delivered to the Monthly Meeting at Richard Worrel's.

Garret henderichs
derick up de graeff
Francis daniell Pastoriug
Abraham np Den graef.

At our Monthly Meeting at Dublin, 7 30—2 mo., 1688, we having
inspected ¥® matter, ahove mentioned, and considered of if, we find it s0
weighty that we think it not expedient for us to meddle with it here, but
do rather commit it to ¥ consideration of ¥ Quarterly Meeting ; ¥© temor
of it being nearly related to ¥® Truth.

On behalf of ¥¢ Monthly Meeting,
Signed, P, Jo, Hart,

Thig, above mentioned, was read in our Quarterly Meeting at Philadel-
phia, the 4 of 7e 4th me. '88, apd was from thence recommended to the
Yearly Meeting, and the above said Derick, and the other two mentioned
therein, to present the same o ¥¢ above said mecting, it being a thing of
too great a weight for this meeting to determine.

Signed by order of ¥ meeting,
AnTHORY MORRIS.
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YEeARLY MEETING MINUTE ON TOE ABOVE PROTEST,

At a Yearly Mecting held at Burlington the 5th day of the 7th month,
1688,

A Paper being here presented by some German Friends Concerning the
Lawfulness and Unlawfuloess of Buying and keeping Negroes, Tt was
adjudged not to be so proper for this Meeting to give a Positive Judgment
in the Case, It having g0 General a Relation to many other Parts, and
therefore at present they forbear It.

The Mennonites have the honor of being the original
settlers in Germantown. Thatclaim unquestionably belongs
to them, for they are given that distinction in every history
that details the events pertaining to the early settlement of
Germantown. They believe in the doctrine of faith, that it is
wrong to take up the sword against man. Such a belief was
first expressed by the Mennonites, and the Quakers followed
in their wake, through their leader, George Fox, in 1647, at the
age of 22 years. Certain it is that the Mennonites were the
first to champion the cause, which had its origin in their con-
science, and it was solely through their efforts and some
(German Baptists (Dunkards) that the Legislature of Penn-
sylvania intervened and enacted that they and the Quakers
should be exempt from military service (see Constitution
of Pennsylvania, Article I, Declaration of Rights, Section 3).
The passage of such a law was the cause which inspired the
Mennonites to forward to the Legislature at Philadelphia
the short and sincere Declaration, therein setting forth {heir
principles, also as a mark of respect.

The thirteen families—humble as they may have been
individually, and unimportant as may have been the per-
sonal events of their lives, holding, as they did, opinions
which were bavned in Europe, and which only the fulness
of {ime could justify, standing, as they did, on what was then
the outer picket line of civilization,—best represented the
meaning of the colonization of Pennsylvania and the prin-
ciples which lie at the foundation of her institutions, Betier
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far than the Pilgrims who landed at Plymouth, better even
than the Quakers who established a City of Brotherly Love;
they stood for that spirit of universal toleration, which found
no abiding place savein America. Their feet were planted
directly upon the path which leads from the darkness of the
middle ages down to the light of the Nineteenth century—
from the oppressions of the past to the freedom of the present.

Bullinger, the great reviler of the Anabaptists (Mennon-
ites), in detailing in 1560 their many heresies, as he describes
them, says they taught that “the Government shall and may
not assume confrol of guestions of religion or faith.” No
such attack upon the established order of things had ever
been made before, and the poteniates were wild in their
wrath.

But two centuries after Bullinger wrote there was put
into the Constitution of Penmsylvania, in almost identical
language: “No human authority can in any case whatever
control or interfere with the rights of conscience.” The
fruitage is here, but the planting and watering were along
the Rhine. And to-day the Mennonites and their descend-
ants are to be found from the Delaware River to ihe
Columbia.

Among these were our ancestors, William Rittenhouse
gnd his family, and to-day many among them are advocat-
ing and are still preaching the same doetrine, and advocate
the same prineiples.

MENNONITES,

Willem Rittenhouse, the first Mennonite minister known
in America, came to Germantown in 1683. 'The name
Mennonite came from Menno Simons, a native of Witmar-
sum, 8 small town about half way between Bolsward and
Harlingen, and the year of his birth 1492. He was reared
a Catholic. We find in his wrifings that he was appointed

chaplain in Pingium, a small town which he called his
5
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father’s town, where he was stationed as a priest and
preached for two years without ever having read the Serip-
ture, or touched it, for fear he might be led into error, In
the third year (1527) he concluded to read the Seripture, and
soon found that he was in error. See * History of the Men-
nonjtes,” pages 10 and 11, by D. K. Cassel. Menno Simons
renounced the Catholic Church or faith, January 12, 1538,
and lived retired until 1537.

While Menno was yet in the Catholie Church he tried to
use his influence over the Miinsterites to renounce their war-
like attitude and become peaceable Christians. He even
wrote a book against the warlike Miinsterites.

In 1537 the old Evangelical Baptists (Téufer) by their
enernies, the Catholics, were called “ Anabaptis,” or “ Wieder-
taufer,” whose Church or denomination existed long before,
and had numerous congregations established under different
names, as were given them by their enemies according to
the names of their leaders or the name of their location.
They themselves styled their Church the “ Evangelical
Christians.” These were the people who called upon Menno
Stmons to preach for them in 1537. So the reader will see
that Menno did not establish a new Church, but connected
himself with the old Evangelical Church, and brought
about a great revival in said Church. With these people it
was that our venerable ancestor, Willem Riuddinghuysen, or
Rittenhouse, connected himself and became their first minis-
ter in. America, and in 1701 was ordained their first Bishop
in America, or more property called Elder. He died in
1708. He was succeeded in the ministry by his son “ Klaus,”
or Nicholas, who served the church until his death in 1734.
For further information as regards Mennonites, see * History
of the Mennonites,” by D. K. Cassal.
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A SHORT AND SINCERE DECLARATION.

To our Honorable dssembly, and all others in Figh or low station of Ad-
ministration, and to all Friends and Inhabitants of this Country, to
whose sight this may come, be they ENGLIsH or GERMAN,

In the first Place we acknowledge ws indebted to the most high Gop,
who created Heaven and Barth—the only good Being—to thank him for
all his grast goodness and manifold Mereies and Love through onr Saviour
Jesus Christ, who i3 come fo save the Bouls of Men, having all Power in
Heaven and on Harth,

Further, we find ourselves indebted to be thankfull to our late worthy
Assembly, for their giving so good an Advice in these troublesome Times
to all Ranks of People in Pennsylvania, particularly in allowing those,
who, by the Doctrine of our Saviour Jusus (HRIST, are persuaded In their
Conscience to love their BEnernies, and not to resist Fvil; to enjoy the
Liberty of their Conscience, for which, as alse for all the Good Things we
enjoyed under their Care, we heartily thank that worthy Body of Assembly,
and a}l high and low in Office, who have advised to such a peaceful Measure,
hoping and confiding that they, and all others entrusted with Power in
this hitherto blessed Province, may be moved by the same Spirit of Grace,
which animsated the first Founder of this Proviuce, onr late worthy Pro-
prietor, William Fenn, to graot Liberty of Conseienee to all its inhahit-
ants, that they may in the great and memorable Day of Judgment be put
on the right Hand of the Just Judge, who Judges without Respeet of
Person, and hear of him these blessed words: Come, ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you, de. What ye have done
unto one of the least of these, my Brethren, ye have dore unto me, among
which nomber (. e., the least of Christ' s Brethren) we, by His grace, hope
to be ranked ; and every Lenity and Favour shown 4o such tender con-
seienced, although weak Followers of this our blessed Saviour, will not be
forgotten by him in that Great Day.

The advice to those who do not find Freedom of Conscience to take up
Armg, that they ought to be helpfull to those who are In Need and dis-
tressed Circumstences, we receive with Cheerfulness towards afl Men of
what Station they may be—it being our Pringiple to feed the Hnngry and
give the Thirsty Drink ;—we have dedicated ourselves to Serve all Men in
every Thing that can be helpful to the Preservation of Men's lives, but
we find no Freedom in givieg, or doing, or assisting in any Thing by which
Men's lives are destroyed or hurt. 'We beg the Patience of all those who
belteve we err in this Point.

‘We are always ready, according to CarIsT' s Command to Peter, to pay
the Tribute, that we may offend no Man, and so0 we are willing to pay
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TAXES, and to render unto Cwsar those Things that are Cesar's and io
God those T'hings that are God’s, although we think ourselves very weak
te gzive God his due Honor, He belng a Spirit and Life, and we only Dust
and Ashes.

We are also willing to be subject to the higher Powers, and to give in
the manner Pl directs us :—for ke beareth the sword not in vain, for ke
is the Minister of God, @ Revenger to execute Wrath upon liim that doeth
B,

This Testimony we lay down before our worthy Assembly, and all other
Persons in Government, letting them know that we are thankfull a8 above-
mentioned, and that we are not at Liberty in Conscience to take up Arms
to conquer our Enemies, but rather to pray to Gon, who has Power in
Heaven and on Earth, for US and THEM.

We also crave the Patience of all the Inhabitants of this country,—what
they think to see clearer in the Doctrine of the biessed JEsus CHRIST, we
will leave to them and GoD,—finding curselves very poor; for faith is to
proceed out of the Word of Gop, which is Life and Spirit, and a Power
of Gop, and our Consclence is to be instructed by the same, therefore
we beg for Patience.

Onur small Gift, whieh we have given, we gave to those who have Power
over us, that we may not offend them, as CERIST taught us by the Tribute
Penny.

‘We heartily pray that Goo would govern all Hearts of our Rulers, be
they high or low, to meditate those Goed Things which will pertain to
QUR and THEIR Happiness.

The above Declaration, signed by a number of Elders and
Teachers of the Society of Mennonists, and some of the Ger-
man Baptists, presented to the Honorable House of Assembly
on the 7th day of November, 1775, was most graciously re-
ceived.

The Rittenbouse family has been distinguished for its
honesty and uprightness, for its temperate, industrious, and
prudent habits; but few have led intemperate or dishonest
lives; the men have exhibited a soundness of judgment,
and have been some of the best farmers to be found in the
country, both in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, while the
women have been intelligent and excellent housekeepers.
The Rittenhouses have always entertained a love for math-
ematics, and many of them have excelled in this science.
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David Rittenhouse, the celebrated astronomer, became pas-
sionately fond of this study. Davidrose from a young plowboy
to be one of the most prominent and brightest philosophers
and astronomers. Willem Rittenhouse, the first in Amer-
ica, with his son Klaus, was instrumental in establishing
the firgt paper mill in America. He was also the first min-
ister in the Mennonite Church in America, also their Bishop.
After his death he was succeeded in the ministry by his son
Klaus, or Nicholas. Also Benjamin, the brother of David,
was g well-educated man. He was a clockmaker and astro-
nomiecal instrument maker. He was also Associate Judge
for the county of Montgomery. Martin Rittenhouse, the
son of Nicholas the Second, at Roxhorough, had one of the
finest libraries in the country at that time. He was born in
1747. Ewen at the present time many of the family occupy
prominent pesitions.

The history of Willem Rittenhouse has been extended
over n considerable space of time, and all facts obtainable
have been collected, relating to a period of nearly two hun-
dred years. In closing let me say, that we are living in a
wonderful time, and none can conjecture what will be the
condition of this eity of Philadelphia when two more cen-
turies will have been completed. If we are faithful and troe
to the principles which sustained our ancestors, we need have

no fear.
“Who'll press for gold the ecrowded streets

Two hundred years to come ?

Who'll tread this aisle with pious feet
Two hundred years to come ?

Pale, trembling age and fiery yonth,

And childhood with its brow of truth,

The rich and poor, cn land, on sea,

‘Where will the couniless millions be
Two hundred years to come ?

We 2li within our graves shall sleep
"Two hundred years to come ;

No living soul for us will weep
Two hundred years to come.
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Baut others then our lands will i,
And others then these geats will fill,
And others here will preach and pray,
But the same Gospel as to-day,

Two hundred years to come,

SECOND GENERATION. -
CHILDREN OF NUMBER 1.-

OF WILLEM RITTENHOQUSE?!

2 2 1 Nicholas Rittenhouse was born June 15, 1866;
married Wilbelming ‘Dewees, a .sister of
Williain Dewees. It-is présumed that he
was married in New York before he came
to Germantown. He succeeded his father,
Willem, in the business of paper making, and was the sole
owner of the mill after his father. He was the grandfather,
of our philosopher, David. He was also & member of the
Mennonite Church at Germantown, and after the death of
hig father, Willem, he was elected a minister in his father’s
place in said church, ordained presumsably by Jacob Godshall,
who came over in 1702, in which capacity he served faith-
fully %ill his death in 1734. In 1727 he signed the proceed-
ings of the first Mennonite Conference in Americs.

An old historian has the following :—

“The Rittenhouses settled on the eastern bank of the Wis-
sahickon, adjoining the southwest side of Germantown,
where they erected on a small stream which empties into
the Wissahickon, about a mile above the Schuylkill, the first
paper mill in British America. The name of the chief
. proprietor of this mill was Wilhelm Rittenhouse, then
spelled Rittinghiiysen or Riftinghausen. He had two sons,
Claus (or more properly,according to the German, Klaus), or
Nicholas, who succeeded him at this paper mill, and Garret,
or Gerhard, who lived in Germantown on Cresheim Creek,
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and there had a grist or flour mill. The Rittenhouses from
that day to the present have continucusly occupied mill
seats on the Wissahickon Creek. The American astronomer,
David Rittenhouss, LI. D., was born in Roxborough, near
the site of the first paper mill.*

Wicholas Rittenhouse, a descendant of the above-named
Nicholas, was chosen, in connection with Abraham Ritten-
house, Jacob Xnor, and Jacob Keyser, Sr., Managers or
Building Committee to superintend the building of the
Mennonite Meeting-house at Germantowh in 1770. Nicholas
Rittenhausen the first was one of the §i/xteen ministers ‘who
convened and held the first Mennonité Conference in Amer-
ica and subscribed to its proceedings in 1727.

Nicholas Rittenhouse was the grandfather of our Philoso-
pher, David Rittenhouse. He died in 1734,leaving three sons,
William, Henry, and Matthias, and four daughters, Psyche,
Mary, Catharine, and Susanna. C

The following is a copy of the Will of Klaus Ritten-
house: —

Iv tHE NaME oF (Gop AMER. 1 Claus Rittinghausen of Roxborongh
Townghip in the County of Philadelphia in the Provines of Pensilvania,
papermaker baing sick & weak in body, but of a sound & disposing mind
& memory, thanks be given unto God, therefore Considering the uncer-
tainty of this Transitory life & the certainty of Death Do make & ordain
this my last will & Testament in manner & form following, That is to
say : First of all I recommend my Soul inte the hands of God my merciful
Creator & Savicur, and my body I commit to the Earth to be decently
~ buried at the direction of my Executors heresfier named, —whom T also
desire to pay & satisfy all my just Debts which I owe to any manner of
persons, as also funeral expenses & Legacies herein mentioned within a
convenient, fime after my Decease. And for the settling of my worldly &
Temporal Estate wherewith it hath pleased the Lord to Bless mine
endeavours I Devise and Dispose of the Same as followeth, Fmprimis, I
give and Bequeath all & singular my movable Goods & Chattels to my
loving wife Willimijo during her Natural life & what remains thereof after
her decease to be equally divided amongst all my children. Item, I give,
Devise & Bequeath to my Hldest son William Rittinghauvsen All & Singu-

* For a sketek of this paper mill, see the Historical Magazine, vol. I,
p. 1234
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lar that piece or parcel of Land Situate in the 8aid Roxborough Township
and Joining North Hasterly to German Town line containing Twenty Acres
of Land (which I purchased of Sammel Carpenter) Together with the
papermill, Buildings & Appurtenances, theremnto belonging, and also that
pieca or pareel of Land Sitaate in the 8d, Roxborough Township Joining
North Easterly to the said Germantown line & North Westerly to Jacoh
Rinkers land & containing Tifty Acres of Land which T purchased of
Matthew Holtgate, Together with the Improvements & appurtenances
thereunto belonging. To Hold the said Two pieces or pareels of Land &
premises to him the said William Rittinghausen his heirs & Assigns for
Ever. He the said my son William Rittinghauser paying to my said wife
Willemijn the Sum of Eighty pounds Lawfull money of Pensilvania in
Eight years time after my Decease, viz,—Ten pounds part theveof yearly
with Interest thereof, till the whole is paid, and to let my said wife have
a rcom at her cholee in one of the Houses on the sald Twenty Acres of
Land Guring her life time. Item. I give and Bequeath to- my Daughter
Seikie one Shilling money afd, She having reccived her porticn in my
lifetime. Ttem I give & Bequeath to my Daughter Catherine one Shilling
money afd, She having received her portion in my life time, Ttem 1 give
& Bequeath to my Daughter Mary one Shilling money afd, she having
Reecived her portion in my life time Item, I Give & Bequeath to my Son
Henry one Shilling money afd, he havivg received his portion in my life-
time, Ttem I give & Bequeath to my son Matthias one shilling, money afd
he having received his portion in my lifetime. Ttem. I give and Begueath
ta my Daughter Susanna one Shilling money Afd she having received her
portion in my lifetime, and my will is. That if my said wife do not make .
uss of all the said Eighty pounds to be paid to her by my Said son
William in her lifetime, Then after her Decease, the Bemainder to be’
Equally divided Amongst my said children Share & Shave alike And I do -
hereby constitute & appeint my Said loving wife Willemijn and my
Brother Gerard Rittinghausen to be my Executors of this my last will
& Testament Lastly I do hereby Utterly disallow Revoke and Annull all
& other former wills Legacies & Executors by me in anywise before this
time made Bequeathed & ordained. Ratifying, Confirming thiz & no other
to be my last will & Testament.

I» Wrrness whereof T have hereunto set my hand & seal the twenty
fourth day of May In the year of Our Lord, one thousand Seven hundred
& Thirty four. Cravs RITTINGHAUSEN. [SEAR.]

Signed, Sealed, published and delivered by the said Testator as his lnab
Will and Testament in the presence of ng

Witnesses :—

Jacos BINKER,
GEORGE Haas,

Witrianm DEwWEES, |
Hexnry PasTorIUs.
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PHALADELPHIA, June dth, 1734,
Then persorally appeared Jacob Rinker, George Haas, and Henry Pas-
torius, three of the Witnesses to the aforegoing Will and on their Solemn
affirmation according to law, Did Deelare they Saw & heard Claus Ritting-
hausen the Testator above named, Sign, Seal, publish & Declare the
same will to be his last Will & Testament, & that at the doing thereof he
was of Sound mind memory & understanding to the best of their knowl-

edge. Coram LETEVANSKLOGER.

Bes it Remembered that on the 4th of June 1734, the last Will and
Testament of Claus Rittinghansen Deceased was proved in dne form of Law
and probate, & Letters Testamentary were granted to Willemijn Ritten-
housen & Gerrard Rittenhausen Executors therein named having first
Affirmed well and truly to Adwinister the Deced’ta Estate & briog an In-
ventory thereof into the Reg.'er Gen.’ls Office at Philadelphia at or be-
fore the fourth day of July next and also to Render ar aeccunt when there-
unto Lawfully Required. Given under the Seal of the sald Office

' pr LETEVANSELOGEN.

The foregoing Will of Claus Rittinghausen is recorded in
Book E, page 280,in 1734, In the Register of Will’s Office in
Philadelphia.

The following is a correct copy of the Will of Wilhelminag,
Rittenhouse, widow of Klans, or Nicholas, Rittenhouse, son
of Willem, copied from the original Will, which is wriiten
in the Dutch or Holland language, and followed by the
English translation. The original Will is written on Rit-
tenhouse paper with the Rittenhouse water-mark, the
clover leaf, or “ Klee-Blatt,” and is in the possession of the
author of this work :—

1737 den 6 Meert

Fen na Ryght Waer meede Van moeder haer order dewyle dat sy als
teegenswoordyg sychtelyck is na den lychame En haer Zyele benelende in
de hant Yan den Almagtyren Schepper in Jeese Amen

Ferstelyek dat pegey Buttynhuysen geene ick myn Spymmewyel

ten tweeden dat ick Marya Ruttynlmysen geene de Speygel en dat ick
Susanra geeue het Vyer iser en Margryta en Anna geeue Elck een Stoel

En Susanna gorgas gecue een thee podten bortslyen

En Marya gorgas geene een Snycker podten een iser pannejen

En Willemyna Ruttynhuysen geene het hanizer en gallen kan

En Marya Engel geeue een Schorttel doek en 2 neusdoeken
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En Schyttjen gorgacs geene het onder Veeren bedt en een pullewee En
een kooper keetel waer op sy ses scbulde betaclt

En Marya Jansen het oner bedt met het onertrecsel

En Gerteraydt Engel gecue het grotte en het klayne kussens

En Susanna Heylyg geeue het grotie en het kleyne kussens

En Henderyck Ruttynhuysen geeue een Wollen deeken

En Matys Rutiynhuysen geeue een kas sack

Dyt alsoo den selnen dyto Als hooven onderteykent in de teegenwoor-
dygheyt van ons

Wryllem W Ruttynhuysen Wryllemina —I- Rutt.yn]mysen
mearck meercke
Hner
Seyten +- gorgaes
HeBarc,

Jan gor gaes

EncrsH Transpation BY D. K. Casser, 1737, March 6.

A record concerning the disposition of Mother’s order as she is at pres-
-ent sickly in body and her Soul Commanding in the hands of the Almighty
Creator in Jesus Amen,

Firstly :—1I give to Pegey Riithynhiiysen my Spinning wheel.

Secondly :—I give to Marya Riithynhiiysen the lookingglass ard to
Susanna I give the Five Trons, and to Margryta and Anna T give each a
chair.

And to Susanna Gorgas I give a Tea potand china.

And Marya Gorgas T give a Sugar bow! and Small Tron Pana.

Aud Willemyna Riittynhiiysen T give the Pot hook and Gallon can.

And Marga Engel I give an apron and two handkerchiefs,

And to Scyntia Gorgas I'give the under feather bed and a pillow and a
brass kettle for which she pays six florins.

And Marya Jansen the upper hed with the cover.

And to Gertrude Engel I give the large and small cushions,

And to Susanna Heilig I give the large and small cushions, .-

And Henderych Riittynhiiysen I give the woolen hlanket.

And Mattys Riittynhiiysen I give a cloak,

That all thess on the ahove date was underaigned in the presence of us.

WILLEMYNA —I—kRUITYNHUYBEV
o INLAT.
Wineey W. RUTTYNHGYSEN i

ber
SEYTEN 4 (GORGAS
N eark

JAN GDRGAE;
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GEN.

2 3 2 Garret Rittenhouse? son of Willem,! was horn
1674, died 1742-3. He married, it appears,
Miss Revacomb. He resided in German-
town, and owned a farm and grist mill,
ag his will will show. He had two sous,
the eldest William and the youngest Peter. William Barton
speaks of the Rittenhouses having at an early date settled
themselves in that part of the Colony afterward called East
Jersey. Some of the name reside in the State of New Jersey
at this day. On another occasion he says Garret left
children, some of whose descendants are resident in Penn-
sylvania and others in New Jersey. He owned 2 farm
and other tracts of land, also a grist mill, on Cresheim
Creek in the upper part of Rermantown, as the follow-
ing document will show :—

WILL OF GERARD RITTENHATUSEN.
RBecorded No. 10, Book @, page 88. A.D., 1742,

In THE NAME or Gon AMEN. I Gerard Bittenhausen of Creesham in
Germantown in the county of Philadelphia and Province of Pepnsylvania,
Yeoman, being now Aged and also under some indispositions of hody, but
throngh the Great Mercy of God, of Sound and well disposing mind and
memory, thanks be given to God, therefore Considering the uncertainty of
this Transitory Life and Certainty of Death, Do make and crdain this
my Jast will and Testament in manner and form, following, that is to say
First of all I recormmend my Soul into the hand of God that gave it and
my Body I commit to the Earth to be decently buried at the Discretion of
my Executors hereafter named, whom I also desired to pay and Satisfy all
my just Debts ag also funeral Exzpenses, and Legacies herein mentioned
within a Convenient Time after my Decease. And for the settling of
my Worldly and Temporal HEstate, wherewith it hath plessed the Lord to
Bless mine Endeavors. I desire and Dispose of the same as fulloweth
Tmprimie.—I give, devize and bequeath unto my Eldest Son William
Rittinghausen all that my land situate in the said Creesham which lies on
the North East side of the Highway leading from Germantowm to North
Wales, to hold to him, his Heirs and Assigns for ever. Ttem. I give
and bequeath and devise to my youngest gon Peter Rittinghausen and Ann
his wife All that my Plantation whereon I now dwell, Situate in the said
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Creesham and Lying between the Lands of Matthias Walsam and John
Hammer, and is in length from the Highway that leads from Germantown
to North Wales, till to the line of Roxborow Toewnship, To hold the
said Plantation with the Buildings and Appurtenances to them the said
Peter Rittinghausen and Anp his wife during their or either of their
Natural Lives they the said Peter and Ann to make no waste of or in the
same. And my will is that after the decease of the said Peter and Ann
his wife, The said Plantation and Appurtenances thereof shall be for, and
descent to my grand children, Sons and Danghters of Peter Rittinghansen,
viz.—Mary, Barbarz, Susanna, Margaret, Gared and Jaeob, to be equaliy
divided, to hold to them my Satd Grand children, and to their respective and
SBeveral Heirs, and Assigns for ever, the said Peter Rittinghausen paying
therefor to his hrother Willizm the sum of fifty Pounds, in manner follow-
ing, Twelve Pounds ten Shillings Yearly for four years, After my decease,
Pennsylvania currency, Item, I give and bequeath to my Youngest son
Peter Rittinghausen and Anna his wife all that my Grist mill and the
Tand thereto sppertaining with their Appurtenances, to hold to them, or
either of them during their Natural Lives. They, the said Pater and Ann
to make no waste of, or in the same. And my Will is that after the
decease of Peter & Ann Lis wife the said Mill and Land thereunto
Appertaining with their Appurtenances shall be for and descent to my
Grand children, the Sons & Daughters of Peter Rittinghausen, viz.—
Mary, Barhara, Susanna, Margaret, Gared and Jacob, to be equally divided
between them. To hold to them my Said Grand childrer, and to their
several respective heirs and Assigns forever. Item.—I give and bequeath
all & Biugular my personal Estate Goods and chattles to my said two sons
William and Peter to be equzlly divided amongst them, and I do hereby
constitute & appoint my Trusty Kinsmen Charles Revacomb and Justice
Revacomb to be my Exoeoutors of this my last will and Testament.
Lastly.—I do herehy utterly disallow, revoke and disannul all other former
Wills, Liegacies and Hxecutors hy me in any ways, hefore this time made
bequeathed and ordained Ratifying & confirming this & no other tobe my
Jast Will & Testament. In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand
and seal the Seventh day of February Anno Domini, One thousend Seven
hundred & forty two—three.

GERARD RITTINGHAUSEN., [SEAL.]

Bigned, Bealed, delivered & declared by the Testator as his Jast Will and
Testanrent, in the presence of us, Christopher Bastmn William Reise,
John Hammer, Jr.

Philadelphia, February 19th, 1742, There personally appesred Chris-
topher Bastian and William Reise, two of the witnesszes to the Will an-
nexed, and upon their Selemn Affirmation did declare they Saw & heard
Gerard Rittenhansen, the Testator therein named, Sign,.Seal, Publish and
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declare the Same Will 1o be his Last Will and Testament, and that at the
doing thereof he was of Sound mind, memory and understanding, to the
hest of their knowledge. Cram. Per. Evans, Regr. Gen'l,

Be it Remembered the 19th Febroary 1742 the last Will and Testa-
tament of Grerard Rittinghausen deceased was proven in the form of Law,
and Probate & Letters Testamentary were Granted to Charles Revacomb,
and Justice Revacomb, Executors therein named having first Solemnly
Affirmed well and Truly to Administer the said decedent Estate, and bring
in an Inventory thereof into the Register General’s Office at Philadelphia
on or before the 18th day of March next and also render a true and Just
Account when thereunto lawfully required.

Given under the Seal of the Said Office.
Per. Evans, Regr. Gen'l

Accorst of Administration concerning the Bstate of Gerhard
Biittenhausen, dec'd.

The nett proceeds from a pablic vendue of

L. Sa. D
Sundry Amts. b0, . . . - . . . e e e e e e 18 4H 1
Rent, of the Mill recewed, .............. 2 14 4
Cash, . . . .. ... ... f e e e e e e 1 ] 0
21 18 b

Deducted for
The Coffin and Sundry funeral expenses, . . . . . . - 3 B 6
Writing Willand Taventory & appraising, . . . . . . . 0 T ]
to Cryer & expenscs at the vendue, . . . . . . . . .. o 17 4
2 Evidences fortogoto Towan, . . . . . . . . . . .. 0 B 0
Expensesfordpersons, » « « + o v 4 v v v w0 e v . s 0 3 0
Peter Bvans, . . « « & & v v ¢« 2 ¢ & v 4 o o e 1 1 0
G 3 4

Debts paid

ToDirk Keyser, » - + . . . . . . .. F e e e e e 0 18 i0
' Danicl E‘yaatonus, ............... 0 5 ¢
** Henry Frederick, . - . . . - . . . .« . . .. 0 1 Q
* Wigham Miiller, . . . . . . . ... ... ... 0 32 0
“ Jacob Caladae, « - « - « + ¢ v v v v o0 ww . 0 ] 0
* Christopher Bastrain, . . . . . . . . . . . ... 0 4 4
“ Reiohart Vought, . . . - - . . - . . . . . ... 0 4 3
“BernhartRosen, . - - - « = v« v o 0 4. . .. 0 i} 0
8 0 9
Money received and paid, . . . . . . . .. s .. 2 10 1]
10 10 9
Remainsper Balanee, . . . . . . . . . ... R § | 7 8

Phila,, March, 1743-4,
JUsTICE RUBECOME,
Crartes RuBECOME,
Executors.
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A INVENTORY.
Of all and Singular the goods and chattels and COredits of Garred Rit-
tinghausen of (resham in German Township in the connty of Philadelphia
and Province of Pennsylvania deceased appraised by John Hammer Jr
and William Rittinghausen the 25th of February 1748,

Imprimis.

L. Sk .
his purse and apparrell, . . . . . . ... L oL . 4 0 0
1 Bed & Bedding & 2 Bedsteads, . . . . . . . . .. 1 0 0
BORESE, . « « v v v v ot e e e e e e e s 0 7 0
5 Dutch Sickels, 1 Cuttingknife,. . . . . . . . . . . 0 3 0

1 hand saw, 1 Adze, 4 Augms, 1 Maul & wedge, 1
" ploughshear, and Turningknife, . . . . . . . . . 0 8 0

1 Hammer & Anvil, a dungfork, & dunghook, a Weed-
ing hos, a pair of Iron Hobbles, 2 old Siekles, . . . 0 4 0

2 Leather Collars, & 2 pair of Hames, 3 Irom traces, 2
backbands, T Gridiron, Epan, . . . . . . . . .. 0 8 0

1 pair Jron Traces, 1 Grubbinghoe, 1 fauling ax, I Tron
ghovel, 2 pair of Sheers, . . . . . . . . . . .. 0 T 0
Y ydsTowlnen, . - - . « . . . . -« . v . ... 0 T 0
2 old Hogsheads, and 2barrels, . . . . . . . . . .. 0 5 0
1 pair pineers, 3Iron Hoops, . . . . . . . . . . .. 0 1 1]
Z2hags, . - . e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s ¢ 2 0
2 Old Baddles, 1 Bridle, . . . . ... ... .. .. 0 3 0
1 Segthe, 2 old Cradles, 3 Xarthern Jogs,. . . . . . . 0 1 6
Seventeen Bmall Datch Books, . . . . . . . . . .. 0 3 0
1 Arm ¢hair, I otherchair, . . . . . . .. .. ... 0 3 0
2 Tron Potts, & 1 pot Trammed, . . . . . . . . . .. 0 6 0
1 Cubboard & Doughtrough, . . . . . . . . . ... 6 10 0
Traces & Swingletree, . . . . . . . . . . .. ..., 0 Io 0
AMarees, 1Cow,. . - . . .. .0 .o oo T 0 0
48heep, « v - .- L0 N S 1 0
Wheat & rice in the Barn Buckwheat in the house, . . 1 5 0
1 Cutting Box, 2 Riddles, 1 cuttingknife . . . . . . . 0 2 0
38warmsof Beeg, . . . . . . . .. ... ... .. 0 1 0
todebts dueonthe Estate, . . . . . . . . .. ... 2 14 q
22 2 4

JouN Hammgr,
WrniiamM ROTINGHAUSEN,
Apypraigers,
The above are correct copies from the original Inventories
as I found them ; they may be of interest—AurHOR.
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EN. -

2 4 8 Elizgbeth Riftenhouse’, danghter of Willem,
came fo America with her father, Willem,
and settled with her father’s family at
Germantown in 1688. She married Heiv-
ert (Howard) Papen about 1690, who came

to America in 1685 at the age of about 30 years, and seitled

at Germantown. He died in 1708 and Elizabeth died be-
tween 1720-28. They bad five children, all daughters.

The old stone house which stood at the corner of German-
town Avenue and Johnson Street was built by Heivert (How-
ard} Papen in 1698, and was torn down in 1885. Papen
was & farmer and a Mennonite.

DEED OF HEIVERT PAPEN'S PLANTATION.

WuEREAS, Thomas Van Wylick and Thore le Brup, both of the Frank-
ford Company by the 3rd Article of Indenture made with Heivert Papen,
the 28rd of the first month of March 1685. Ordered amongst other things
that there should be assipned hereanto the said Heivert Papen, 50 Acres
of Land to work thereupon one day in every week, during the four years
of hig Service, And after they are faithfully finished, to pay for the Same
the usual rent of this country. But in the aforesaid Indenture the sum of
the yearly rent not being estimately expresséd, and the word usual (being)
ambiguous and of 2 divers Construction, the sbove-named Thomss Van
Wylick, in a particnlar letter, under his own hand, dated the 1st of the
2nd Month April 1688, did refer this difference to impartial arbitrators, in
pursuance whereof afterwards and 1689 the 3rd of the 6th Month Aungost
Francis Daniel Pastorius, the Attorney of the said ¥rankford Company in
their name, and Heivert Papen in his own behalf have put and committed
this questionable point to Hindry Masoy, Thon Hart, William Huossen,
Hindry Bartlett, and Richard Helliard, five unsuspeeted men, laying the
above gaid Indenture before them and binding both parties in the penalty
of ten pounds to Stand unto their determination, which said five arbitra-
tors, by their accord in writing judged that Heivert Papen shall pay yearly
for the said 50 aares to the Frankford Company, or order the sum of two
Shillings and one penay, lawful money, of Old England, or this country’s
money eqaivalent.

Know therefore all men, by these presents that I, Francis Daniel Pas-
torius, the attorney of the Said Frankford Company, out of the quantity
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ofland, which theSaid Company bought of Wm. Penn, Proprieior and Gov-
eraor of this Province Pennsylvanin and took possession of a part, there-
for do herehy assign and deliver here in Germantows 50 acres according to
the dimepsion appoinied by the Statute made in the 33rd year of King
Edward the First, viz.-——20% Acres broad as all other lots, 14 perches and
4 foot, bounding at the Southeast to Cross Street and at the Northwest
to Jacob Tsanes, and farther 293 Acres bread 1 perch and 6 foet, bounding
at the Sonth East to Jacob Telner and at the North West to the Said Jacoh
Isaacs, in the tract of Side land, where in for all other lots of the quarter,
the remainder of their respective portions 1s laid out with all the right,
title and interest, which the Said Frankford Company has thereupon mnto
the aforesaid Heivert Papen, so that his heirs Assigns and property may
and guietly hold forever the said 50 aeres, without any hindrance or disturb-
ance of the Said Company their heirs or Assigns, as also that the said
Heivert Papen, his heirs and all to whom from him the anid 50 acres may
eome and derive, shall be obliged to pay unto the Said Frankford Company
the heirs and Assigns, as an everlasting reat for the Same yearly, no more
but two Shillings and one penoy old English or this Country’s money
equivalent on the 1st day of the 6th month commonly called Aungust, and
that the fivst time Anno, 1690,

‘Whereanto the sald Heivert Papen by these presents doth bind himselt
and his posterity, in corfirmation and true performance of all the afore-
mentioned agreements Francis Daniel Pastorius, Attorney of the Fraok-
ford Company in the name of them and their heirs and Heivert Papen
in the behalf of himself and his heirs have set to this paper their hands
and seals, in Germantown, ut infra.

Sealed and delivered in the presence of us,

JacoB Isaacs, Francis DANIEL PASTORIUS,
Jacor ScHUMACHER, Agramam Or DEN GRARP,
Joux LuycreN. HEervenr Paren,

Gepasseert in Court of Record den 12, November, 1690, Gethan bey
Arnold Kassel, Record.
ABranayM Or DEN GRA®F, Burgess.

To ALL PEOPLE T0 WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHATL COME.

Clans Japsen of Crefield in the Germantown Township and County ot
Philadelphia, husbandman sendeth graetings,

WHEREAS the said Claus Jansen, by virue of a Deed of Szle made
and executed by Lenart Artrets bearing date the 4th day of Qetober 1690,
I acknowledge in Open Court of Records, held at Germantown the 16th
day of Fehruary 1707-8 became lawfully seized in sixty-four acres of land
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situate in Crefeld aforesaid befwixt the lands of Heivert Papen and Paul
Koster, to iave and to hold the said sixty-four acres with all the appurten-
ances thereof, unto the said Clans Jansen, his heirs, and assigns for ever
Ard Whereas he, the said Claus Jansen hecame further lawfully seized in
Fifty neres of land, likewise Situate in Crefeld aforesaid betwixi the lands
of the said Claus Jansen and Richard Adams, by Virtue of & Deed of Sale
made and executed by Panl Kastner dated the 6th day of October 1690,
and acknowledged in open conrt of Record held at Germantown, the 16th
day of February 1702-3, to hold the said fifty acres and appurtenances
unto the said Claus Jansen his heirs and assigns forever.

Now know ye that the said Clans Jansen for and in consideration of
Sixty-Seven Pounds current money of Pennsylvania, to him in hand, patd
by Heivert Papen of the Township and County aforesaid husbandman ;
the receipts whereof he the said Claus Jansen doth hereby acknowledge
aud thereof acquit exonerate and forever discharge the said Hetvert
Papen, his heirs executors administrators and assigns by these presents
has given, granted, aliened, bargained, s0ld, enfoeffed and hy these pre-
sents clearly and absolutely confirmed to the said Heivert Papen, both
tracts of Jand aforementioned, contatning in all one hundred and foarteen
acres of land, Situate, lying, and being as aforesaid, with all improvements
and appurtenances in anywise thereunto belonging together with all the
estats, right, Title, Interest, use, possessior, property, Claim and demand,
whatsoever of him, the said Clans Jansen, of, in and to the above bar-
gained premises and also all deeds evidences and writings concerning the
same, To have and to hold the said one hundred and fourteen acres of Jand
with all and singunlar the improvements, appurtenances, profits and
privileges thereof to him, the said Heivert Papen, his heirz and assigns,
and to the only proper uge and behoof of him, the said Heivert Papen,
Lis heira and assigns forever at and wnder the respective yearly rent of
one English Silver Shilling or value thereof in eoin enrrent for one thousarnd
acres of land proportionably to be paid for the above Sixty-four Acres to
the chief Lord of the soil from the day of these presents and of two picces
of eight or twelve Shillings current Silver money of this Provinee, henee-
forth to become due and payable every year on the 1st day of March fo
the Fraokford Company, their heirs and assigns for ever, for the above-
mentioned fifty acres of land, and the said Clans Janszen doth ecovenantand
promise for him, his heirs and assigns, that they, the said One hundred
and fourteen acres of land and premises to him, the said Heivert Papen,
hishsirs and assigns, againgt him the sald Claus Jansen and his heirs, and
also against all others lawfully claiming or to elaim by, from or under him,
thein or any of them, or by his, their, or any of their heirs. Their
means privity consent, or procurement, Shall and will warrant and forever
defend by these presents, and that the gaid Olaws Jansen has not doue,

i1
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acted, nor Buffered any Act, matter or thing whatsoever wherehy the above
granted premises, or any part thereof ean or may be by any manner of
ways, lawfully Impeached, charged or imeumbered, And the said Claus
Jansen doth hereby make and constitute Francis Daniel Pastorius his
attorney to deliver these presents to the snid Heivert Papen in Open
Court according to Law.

In Witness whereof he hath herennto set his hand and Seal the Oth
day of the 1s¢ month called Mareh in the year of the Reign of our
Sovereign Lady Queen Apne over England, &e., A. D. 1702-3.

Kravs Yanges, [Srax.’

Signed, Sealed and delivered in the presence of Franecis Daniel Pastorius,
This i
ANTHONY v m(}mm,
the Mark.

Joax Bymrma, O=]

Acknowledged 1n Open Court of Record held in Germantown the 8th
day of the 6th Month Augnst 1704 certified by me
Francis Danien PasTonios, der. Cas. Germ. [Srar.]

Recorded December 19th F767.

When the Charter of Germantown was granted, May 31,
1691, Heivert Papen was chosen a member of the Committee,
or Town Council.

In 1701 Heivert Papen declined to be Burgess of German-
town through conscientious scruples. He was a member of
the Mennonite Church.

Heivert Papen owned town lots on the west side of Ger-
mantown Avenne in 1689; he also owned lots in 1714, Tiis
sald that he cames from Mihlheim in the Palatinate in 1685.

He built for himself a dwelling house at the northwest
corner of Main and Johnson (Jansen) Streets, Germantown,
in 1698 ; & picture of it was drawn and engraved for the
Sunday Dispateh expressly to illustrate Westeott’s “ History of
Philadelphia,” Vol. 1, page 111. 'This History is in the old
Philadelphia Library, and cannot be taken out, but permis-
sion was granted fo have it copied. He was naturalized in
the year 1691, under Thomas Lloyd, Deputy Governor, with
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64 others. He was also one of the signers in the application
for a charter fo have GGermantown organized into a borough,
which charter was granted May 31, 1691, when Francis
Daniel Pastorius was chosen Bailiff, or Burgess, and Heivert
Papen as one of the Committeemen (Council), with power to
hold court, to impose fines, and make ordinances.

The corporation wag maintained until January 11, 1707,
but always with considerable difficulty in getting offices
filled. Says Lther: “ They would do nothing but work and
pray, and their mild consciences made them opposed to the
swearing of oaths, and would not suffer them to use barsh
weapons against trespassers, and Heivert Papen, in 1701,
declined to be Burgess through conscientions seruples.”

We also find in regard to the native place of our ancestor,
Heivert Papen: By referring to a good map of the German
Empire you will find a railroad running parallel with the
river Ems, whose mouth is at the extreme southeastern
coast of the North Sea, where it forms a bay. The first, or
northernmost, station or town is Emden, the next is Leer,
and the next is Papenburg! I found this in the Cyclopedia
of Universal History, Vol. 3, pages 1246-1247, by Ridpath.

The distance from Worms to the place from which the
Riittinghuysens came is about 150 miles, and from the latter
place to Papenburg about 120 miles in a straight line,

Prof. Seidensticker says that Heivert Papen was Recorder
in Germaniown in 1695. And as Heivert Papen married
Elizabeth Rittenhouse soon after her arrival with her father,
Willem, he no doubt became completely absorbed in the
Mennonite Church, and his record was lost to posterity with
that of all the other Mennonites. The records of the Men-
nonite Church at Germantown were loaned to 2 man for
taking historical sketches and he moved away, forgetting to
retarn them; in that manner they lost their records for the
period of from 1708 {0 1770.

One reason why the Mennonites and Quakers enjoyed
such amicable relations was no doubt owing to the fact that
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Wm. Penn’s mother was a Dutch Mennonite* previous to
her marriage ; she was from Rotterdam.

Samuel W. Pennypacker says, *“ Another arrival of impor-
tance was that of William Riittinghuysen (Rittenhouse), a
Mennonite minister, who, with his two sons, Gerhard, Klaus
(Nicholas), and a daughter, Elizabeth, who laler married
Heivert (Howard) Papen, came from Broich, in Holland.”

The Mennonites were the most important among the
German pioneers in North America, and among these
Willem (William) Ruttinghuysen took & front rank. The .
name Rittenhouse became one of the best known in the
country on account of his having established the first paper
mill, and on account of David Rittenhouse the great astron-
omer, and as the Shimer family is as much a descendant
of Elizabeth Rittinghuysen (or her daughter Margaret) as
of Jacob Shimer, it is proper to show as much interest in the
latter as we do in the former.

WILL OF HEIVERT PAPEN.

Being weak in Body but through the Grace of God of 2 good under-
standing, and eonsidering the uncertainties of our lives, I have thoughtit
necesgary to make known how I would have what Estate I leave behind
disposed of and therefore make this my last Will and Testawment.

Firstly, I give and bequeath unto my loving wife Elizabeth Papen the
whole and full possession of all my Estate both movahle and uomovable
during the time of her life, it she does not Marry again.

2udly If my wife, after my decease, Should change her State by Mar-
rige I give unto her One-third part of all my movable Estate, and the
other two-thirds with all my unmovable Estate to be divided amongst my
children as I shall hereafter order, viz.—

* This is a statement of Dr. Shimer, whose ancestor, Jacob Scheimer,
was married to a daughter of Heivert Papen. I cannot vouch for it, but
it is quite probable, because it is a well-known faet that the wife of Penn
was a Dutch lady from Rotterdam, and the Mennonites were numerons
there at that fime,—AvUTHOR,
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First, give unto my eldest daughter Styatia Papen Tiventy five pouads,
Current lawful Money of this Province over aond above her equal share
with her Sisters, and the remainder to be equally divided between my five
daughters, Styntia, Mary, Gaertrude, Margaret, and FElizabeth Papen
after my youngest Daughter Elizabeth shall become of age, according to
Law.

3rdly If my dear wife Should not change her state by marriage but
keep the full possession of all I have above given her, then After her de-
eease, all to be divided amongst my five danghters as is above written.

4thly 1 choose my loving friend Claus Ruttinghuysen, Abraham Teu-
niz and William Streeper, to be my Execntors and to see this my last
‘Will and Testament duly executed and performed. In confirmation of the
within written, my last Will and Testament T have hersunto set my hand
and Seal this 30th day of January A. D 1707-8.

Herverr PapeN.  [ERAL]

Signed, Sealed, and delivered in the presence of {After the words Mar-
riage, Gaertruyd, and Within were interlined).
YDaniEL GEISLERING,
Jomanxes KosTERs,
Ricoard VANDERWARF.

PosLaverears 19th February 1707-8.
Then personally appeared Danlel Geislering, Johannes Kosters, and Rich-
ard Vanderward, the Witnesses, {o the within and above written Will, and
on their Solemn affirmation, according to Law, did declare that they Saw
the above named Heivert Papen, Sign, Seal, publish 2nd declare the within
and above Writing to be his last Will and Testament and that 2t the doing
thereof he was of Sound mind, memory and wnderstanding to the best of

their knowledge. PEeTER EvaNs,
Coram. Dept, Register.

Be it Remembered that the 16th February 1707-8, the last Will and
Testament of Heivert Papen deceased (Quietus exit 20 Qctober 1720} in
due forra of Law and probate, and Letters of Administration were granted
to Claus Riittinghuysen, Abraham Teunis, and William Streepers Execu-
tors within named, being first attested well and to bring an Inventory of
decedent’s estate into the Regster's Office of Phila. on or before the 19th
day of March next and also to rendera just and true account thereof when
required.

Gtiven under the Seal of
the Said Office
PerER Evans, Deputy Register,



86 THE RITTENHOUSE FAMILY.

An Toventory of the Goods and Chattels of Heivert Papen deceased.

The 31st day of the 12th month January 1707-8.

L.
InCash, . . . . .. . v v v v o i i i o !
A Penal Boud for 50 acres of Land in Germantown, . . 60
his wearing clothes worth, . . . . . - - . . . . . . ]
two Featherbeds, . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. 5
twoBlankets, - . . - . . . - - . o o ... 1
PewterorTinware, . - . .+« .« v o o . v 4 o 1
Fourkettles, . . . . .- . . .. o ... 3
Two Small kettles and Tronpots, . . . . . . . . . . 1
aMorterand pestle, . . . . . . . . . .. ..., 0
a pot hanger hussif and BoxTron, . . . . . . . . . . 1
two ploughs with plough Irons, . . . . . . . . . .. 4
aHamowandold Iron tools. - . . . . . . . . . .. 2
half a hide of white Leather, . . . . . . . . . . . . ]
a Grind Stone and Iron thereunto belonging, . . . . . &
two Sieves one hame & Saddle, . . . . . . . . . .. 1
a Collar, Tub, and Barrel, . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0
one hatehet, . . . . . . . . . .. . ... . 1)
thirty bushels of wheat, . . . . . . . . . . . .. R
twenty bushelsof rye, . . . . . . ... oL oL 4
twenty bushelsof oats, . . . . . . . . . . .. ... 2
In horses and horped Cattle, . . . . . . . . . . . . 27
afowandpigs, . . - . . .. o oL ... .. 2
three Sheep, - . . . . . . . . .. .. R 2
onefathog, . . . . . . . . . . ... L. 1
InBooks, . . «. .« v o v ol 4
a Straw box to eut strawin, . . . . . . .. L ... 1
inflax and Small things, . . . . . . . . . .. ... 3

142

Traomas RUTTERS,

B,

4
0
18
10

0
10

._.
S o nw o

-

—
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JoHANNES KOBTERS.

Certificate on file in Register’s Office, Philadelphia :—

- - - - -

=]

These are to certifie all persons whom it may concern that we the here-
under written heirs of Heivert Papen have mwede up the accounts with
(lans Riittinghnysep and Abraham Tunes the Executors of our father's
last will & Testament this Seventeenth day of March One thousand Seven
hundred and Nineteen & Twenty. They having Dispersed by their accounts,
one hundred ninety nine pounds nineteen Schillings and four pence to the
bringing of us up & repaiving of hounses & fences, as also paid unto ug in
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Bonds and Bills the sum of One hundred and four pounds and fifieen
Schillings, The receipts whereof we do hereby acknowledge and own
ourselves satisfied therewith. In Witness whereof we have hereunto set

our hands the day and year ahove written. tis

GERHARD -+ BROwNBACH
mark

JAN JANSEN
her

(JERTRUDE - PATEN
mark
har

Witness present :— MaRGARET 1 PAPEN
mark
JaN GorGas

Sau PARTORIUS.

DEED.

JACOR SHEMER, e al. ¢ al.
To JouN AsHMEAD, F. 6, 395,

Tais INDENTURE made the fifth day of our Lord One thousand Seven
haodred and Twenty Eight Between Jacob Shimer of Bebbers Township
in the County of Philadelphia, Yeoman, and Margaret his wife and Ger-
hard Brownbach (Brumback) of Vineent Township in the county of Chester,
Yeoman, and Mary his wife, and Christian or Styntia Papen of the Same
Township, Spmster, they, the said Margaret, Mary, and Christian, being
the children of Heivert Papen, late of Germantown in the Said Connty,
Yeoman, of the one part and John Ashmead, of Germantown Blacksmith,
of the other part.

YWhereas the Said Heivert Papen by force and Virtue of Some good
Conveyanee, or assurance in Law duly had and executed, came in his life
time lawfully Seized ir his Demesne a8 of Fee, of and in a certain Planta-
tion, or Tract of Land, Situate in the Township of Germantown, Afore-
said Beginning at a Corner Black Oak Sapling by Wm. Streapers land,
thenee extending by the same Southwest One huedred and One perches
and a half, to arother corper Black Oak Sapling ; thenee North-west by
RBichard Brimley’s land, two hundred and forty three perehes to a corner
post; thence North-east by Willlam Dewees’ land, One hundred ome
perches and a half o another corner post; thenes South-east partly by
Hars. Shuly’s and partly by John Lane’s land, two hundred aund forty three
perches to ye place of the Begimuing by Computation One hundred and
fifty four acres, together with the appurtenances, .
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And he, the said Heivert Papen, heing so thereof seized, did make his
last will and Testament in writing, bearing date the 30th day of January
Anno Domini One thousand seven hundred and Eight and thereby devised
the said deseribed tract of land unto his wife Elizabeth during her widow-
hood, and the remainder over to be divided Amongst his five daughters,
Styntie, Mary, Gertrade, Margaret and Elizabeth in Fee, and died, so
Seized thereof, ard the said Elizabeth, the mother, is sicee deceased, and
the said Elizabeth the daughter is also departed, this life, and the said
Gertrude ete. Katharine is intermarried with Bepjamin Howell.

Now this Indenture witnesseth that the said Jacob Scheimer and Mar-
garet his wife, Gerhard Brownbach (Brumbach) and Mary his wife, and
{Lristiana Papen, for and in consideration of the Sum of fifty Six pounds
lawful money of Pevnsylvania to them well and truly paid by the said Jobn
Ashipesd the receipt whereof they do hereby ackpowledge, bave granted
bargained Sold enfoeffed and confirmed and by these presents do grant
bargain, sell, enfoeff and eonfirm unto the said John Ashmead and to his
heirs and Assigns, a certalu piece or tract of Land, part of the first de-
seribed tract Beginning at a Black Qak Sapling, thence by Richard Brim-
ley’s land North-west, One bundred sinety four and a half' perches to a
Corner-post thence North-east by other of the great tract afore-said (1013)
one hundred one and a half perches to Hans Shelley’s line; thence by the
lands of the said Shelley and lane respectively South-east, one hundred
Ninety four perches and a half to the place of beginning containing 123
acres.

And all and every the part and parts, purpart and purparts, whatseever
of them and each of them the said Jacob Sheimer and Margaret his wife
Gerhard Brownbach and Mary his wife, and Christiana Papen of, in and
to the said first described whale tract.

Together also with all and Singular the buildings, inprovements and ap-
purtenances, whatsoever unto the said 123 acres of land parts and pur-
parts herehy granted and belonging or in anywise appertaining.

And the reversions and remainders, rents, issues and profits of the here-
by Granted premiums.

To have and to hold the said last deseribed piece or parcel of land and
all and Singular other the paris and purparts hereditaments and premises
hereby Granted or mentioned to be Granted with the appurtenances unto
the said John Ashmead his heirs and Assigns, to the only nse and hehoof
of him the said John Ashmead his heirs and Assigns forever under the
proportionable part of all,

Part of all and Singular the quitrents and reservations aceruing for the
hereby Granted premises to the Chief Lord of Lords of the Fee thereof.

In Witness whereof the said parties to these presents have interchange-
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ably set their hand and seal hereunto, dated the day and year first above
written.

Jacor SCHEDIER, [BEaL.}
MARGARET SHIMER, [SEAL.]
- GERFARD BROWNBACH, [SEAL.]
Mary BROWNBACH, [SEar.]
CHRISTIANA PAPEN, [Sear.]

Rec'd the day &e .
We say received of us, &e (Signatures}

‘Witness present at signing :
Derricr JANSEN,
Jxo. JOHNSON.

Memorandum. The first day of Qctober A. D. 1728 Before me Dirk
Janzen one of the Justices of the Peace for the City and County of
Philadelphia eame the within named Jacob Scheimer & and brought
this (writing) Indentare which they respectively acknowledze to be their
Deed and desired that the same may be recorded as their Deed according
to an Aet of Assembly of this Provinee in that behalf made and the said
Mergaret and Mary being of full age, and secretly and apart examined
and the contents to them distinetly read they willingly consented.

In Witness whereof I have herennto set my hand and Seal the day and
year 2bove mentioned.

DIRK JANSEN. [sEazL.]

Recorded ye 29th day of March A.D. 1734 In Book F., No. 6, page
398.

OLD RECEIPTS.

Ichunterschriebener bekenne empfangen zii haben von heivert Papen dis
summe von fiinfzig Pd ali-English als Per Erbsehaft von dem Jahr 94, und
95 vor die 50 acker die er von der ['rankfurth companie aiif Ewige Erbgiift
in Germantown besitzt

(Germantown den 8ten 2ten Monats 1635.

Franrz Danten PasTorivs.

Empfangen von heivert Papen 25 P4 ali-Eoglish als den bezallt vor die
50 acker die er in Germantownivon die Frankfiirth compagnie hat vor das
Jahr 1693 auf den 15ten Awgust,

Frang DANTEL PASTORIUS.
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CHILDREN OF NO. 2,

KNICHOLAS (OR CLAUS) RITTENHOUSE?, SON OF
WILLEM®.

3 5 1 Williom Rittenhouse, son of Claus, or
Nicholas, Rittenhouse, was born in 1691,
in Roxborough Township, County of
Philadelphia.

His father, Nicholas, made the following
provisien in his Will: “I give, Devise &

Bequeath to my FEldest son William Rittinghausen all

& singular that piece or parcel of Land situate in the said

Roxborough Township and joining North-Easterly to

German Town line, containing Twenty Acres of Land

(which I purchased of Samuel Carpenter) Together with

the papermill, Buildings, & Appurtenances thereunio be-

longing, and also that piece or parcel of Land situate
in the said Roxbhorough Township, containing fifty acres
of Land.” By the above is plainly shown that William

Rittenhouse was the owner of the paper mill after the death

of hisfather, Nicholas, or Clans, Rittenhouse. On August 4,

1741, William Rittenhouse bought 90 acres of land of John

Bishop Vickers, also situate in Roxberough Township,

County of Philadelphia, which is acknpwledged and recorded

at Philadelphia in Book H., Vol. 17, page 405.

He died intestate, leaving ten surviving children, viz.:
Nicholas, William, Jacob, Abraham, Isaae, John, Mary,
Susanna, Margaret, Barbara, fo whom the said real estate did
descend. He died at the paper mills, near Germantown.

3 8 2 Henry Rittenhouse, son of Claus, or Nicholas,
was born April 1, 1700, in Roxborough
Township, Philadelpbia County, and mar-
ried Susanna Wool, August 27, 1720, She
was born 1698, and died 1776. He moved
to. the Township of Worcester, now Montgomery County,
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Pennsylvania, in about 1727 On October 6, 1739, he
granted to Peter Keyser et al., trustees, “iwo lots of Ground
in Worcester Township Phila., now Montgomery County
Pa. for the Mennonite Society, for a place of worship and
burying ground, to bury their dead, and also for a School-
house to teach the children, of the said Mennonifes, and
others(without-exception) living in the neighborhood at a
convenient and reasonable distance from the same; an Eng-
lish school to be first tanght in the said house for Six Month,
and then a Dutch (German) school for two years; Then an
English School for two years, and so on in rotation for ever,
unless the trustees shall judge it for the good of the neigh-
borhood to order otherwise in future time.” A deed of con-
firmation, after the erection of “the meetinghouse” to the
said Peter Keyser and George Baker, son of a former trus-
fee, et al. April 8, 1771, recites that as “three of the former
trustees were not of the Mennonite persuasion, yet it is nev-
ertheless agreed that their posterity may, from time to time,
bring any godly Protestant minister into the meetinghouse
to preach at burials or other times, so as not to interfers with
the meeting days of the Mennonites.” Recorded in Deed
Book I, Vol 13, page 119, at Philadelphia. He was a
Mennonite and a member of the above-named congregation.

WILL OF HENRY RITTENHOUSE.

In the name of God Amen. T Henry Rittenhouse of the Township of
‘Worecster in the County of Philadelphia in the Provinee of Pennsylvania,
Yeomsan, am weak 1n Body but of Sound mind undemtanding and mem-
ory thanks be to (God, do this thirteenth day of Qectober in the Year of
Our Lord One thousand Seven hundred and Seventy Six make and ordain
thiz my last Wil and Testarment in manner following,

First, I recommend my Soul in the hands of my Creator and my Body
to the Earth to be decently buried at the discretion of my herennto named
Eizecutors, and as for my worldly goods and effects wherewith it hath
pleased God to bless me in this Life, T mive and dispose of the same in
wmanner following., First, T Will that all my just debtsand funeral charges
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he duly Satisfied and paid out of my whole estate by my hereunto named
Ezxecutors. Itewm, it is my will and do give to my beloved Wife Susanna
all and Singular the Goods and effects which she bronght to me at the
time I married her, and T likewise give to her the yearly interest of One
hundred and twenty pounds at five per cent. per hundred pounds which
being Six pounds per annum the said Interest to begin Immediately at the
time of my decease, and to be paid yearly to her during the time she re-
mains my widow, but no longer, the first payment thereof to begin within
oite year after my decease, Item, I also give unto her of my house hold
goods such things as she chooseth and thinks necessary for her housekeap-
ing all which aforesaid I give unte my said wife Susanna in fall of her
Bhare and Dower of my whole estate, Ttem, I give and devise to my
Daughter Withelmina now wife of Dielman Kolb, my Bedstead and Bed-
dings thereunto belonging with Single Mourntings and Curtains, that is to
say under and upper fcather bed with two Sheets and pillows as usual,
Ttem itis my will and further order thas all the remaining part of my per-
sonal Estate ghall be equally divided amongst mty herenamed four children,
named Wilhelmina aforesaid my sons Nicholas, Henry, and William, to
each of them alike share, they may either scll my goods at Public Sale or
divide it amongst them as they like best, the one hundred and twenty
poinds above sald are excepted hereby for the use above said, and after-
wards if my said wife should marry again, or die without getting married
then I give the said One hundred and twenty pounds to all my five chil-
dren, Wilhelmina, Nicholas, Henry, William and Blatthias to each of them
a like Share and as for my Said Son Matthias who already hath had his
share in and with the Plantation I s0]ld him, T give him yet my biggest
Copper Still with what belongs thereunto vet, and the little Still, I gat,
shall go Amongst the division of my aforesaid four children and lastly T
constitute and appoint my 8aid Son Nicholas and my zon in law Dielman
Kolh, to be my whole and Solé Excentor of this my last Will and Testa-
ment Bevoking and disanaulling herehy all former wills and bequests by
me heretofore made, Ratifying and Confirming this and no other to be my
iast Will and Testament. In Witness whereof I the gaid Henry Ritten-
house have hereunto zet my own hand and Seal the day and year above
said. HENRY RITTENHOQUSE. [Braz.]

Bigned Sealed published and declared by the said Hernry Rittenhouse as
his last Will and Testament in the presence of us the subsaribers,
MrLoATOR WAGENER,
WILLIAM ZIMMERMAN.

Phila Nov 5, 1776, personally appeared Melehior Wagener and William
Zimmerman the 'Witneses to the foregoing will and on their Solemn Confir-
mation aceording to law did dcelare that they saw and heard Hernry Rit-
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tenhouse the testator therein named, Sign, Seal, publish and deelare the
same, will for and as his last Will and Testament and that at the exccuation
thereof he was of Sound disposing mind, memory and understanding to
the hest of their knowledge and belief

Coram Bexianin Caew, Bey Genl.

Be it remembered that on the 5th day of November 1776 the last Will
and Testament of Henry Rittenhouse deceased, in due form of law was
proven and probate and letters Testamentary were granted to Nicholas cne
of the Execators in the said will named he having first been solemuly
affirmed well and tenly to Administer the said deeeased estate, and bring an
Inventory thereof into the Register Generals office at Philadelphia on or
before the 5th day of December next and render a true and Just Amount
of the said Administration on or before the 5th day of November 1777,

Benzamin CagEw, Register General.

We find the above will recorded in Book Q, No. 349, page
235, at Philadelphia.

3 7 4 Maithias Rittenhouse, born 1702. Married

Elizabeth Williams, daughter of Evan

and Dorothy Williams, of Wales, in 1727,

He was the father of David Rittenhouse,

the great American astronomer. He was
born at the paper mills belonging to bis family near Ger-
mantown. Having abandoned the occupation of paper-
making, when about twenty-nine years of age, and two
years after his father’s death, he then commenced the busi-
ness of a farmer on a piece of land he had purchased in the
township of Norriton, about twenty miles from the city of
Philadelphia, about the year 1734. Matihias Rittenhouse
had four sous and six daughters, four of whom died in their
minority. The three eldest of the echildren were born at
the place of their father’s nativily, the others at Norriton.
Of the former number was David. He was born on the 8th
day of April, 1732. In later years Matthias left his farm in
Norriton and moved to Worcester Township in {now)
Montgomery county, Pa. We find his will recorded in
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Book @, No. 349, page 285,at Philadelphia. It was probated
in 1779,

William Barton says of Matthias Rittenhouse, the father
of David, the following: “Mr. Rittenhouse’s father was a
very respectable man; he possessed a good understanding,—
united to a most benevolent heart and great simplicity of
manners, The writer long knew him; and, from his early
acquaintance with the character, the appearance, and the
habits of this worthy sire of an illustrious son, he had long
supposed him to have been inclined to the religious prinei- __
ples of the BSociety called Friends, although he had been
bred a Baptist {(as the Mennonites were then sometimes
. called, and sometimes Anabaptists). But a circumstance
which shall be noticed hereafter will evince the liberality of
this good man’s opinions in the all-important concern of —
religion. Yet, with truly estimable qualities, both of the
head and heart, old Mr. Rittenhouse did not, probably, duly
appreciate the early specimens of that talent which appeared
so conspicuous in his son David. Hence he was for some
time opposed to the young man's earnest desire to renounce
agricultural employments for the purpose of devoting him-
self altogether to philosophical pursuits, in connection with
some such mechanical profession as might best comport with
useful objects of natural philosophy, and be most likely, at
the same time, to afford him the means of a comfortable
subsistence. At Iength, however, the father yielded his own
inclinations in order to gratify what was manifestly the
irresistible impulse of his son’s genius. He supplied him
with money to purchase, in Philadelphia, such tools as werg
more immediately necessary for commencing the clock-
making business, which the son then adopted as his pro-
fession.”

Will of Matthias Rittenhouse: —

Be it remembered that I Matthias Rittenhouse of the Fownship of
Worcester in the county of Philadelphia and provinee of Pennsylvania
Yeoman being throngh devine Favor, in my usual health and of sound
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disposing mind and memory, Calling to mind the mortality of my Bedy
and that it is appointed for all men onece to die, do think fit this thirteenth
day of January in the year of our Lord One thousand Seven hundred and
Seventy, to make and ordain this my last will and Testament which I do
in the following Mapner and form, Dmprimis, Ist It is my will and I
do ordain that all my Just debts and funeral Expenses shall ke duly paid
and discharged out of my Estate by my Executriz and Exeentor, herein-
after named. 2o0dly I give and bequeath unto my beloved wife Elizabeth
my best Bed with all its Furniture, cur Case of Drawers, and I do order
that all the Rest and Residue of my wmovables such as household goods
Implements of Hushandry and Livestock shall be sold and the Monies
arising by such Sale (a Suiliciency to discharge my just debts and faneral
charges being first deducted), I do order to be paid ont on Interest, which
gaid interest I do give to my said wife during her Natural life to be to her
own: proper use and disposal. 3dly whereas I have already given to my
son David Rittenhouse as much as my cireumstances would admit without
wronging my other children I therefore give and bequeath to wy suid son
David the sum of twenty Shillings lawful money of Penusylvanis and uo
more. 4thly, I give and device to myson Benjamin Rittenhouse el my lands
and Tenementa together with all and Singularthe Buildings Improvements
Hereditaments and Apps. to the only use behoof of him my said son Benja-
min his heira and Assigns, forever, Ordering and directing my said son Ben-
jamin to pay thereout to my beloved wife Elizabeth, the Sum of five
pounds lawfal money of Peunsylvania yearly, and every year during the
term of her Natural life, and to my danghter Eleanor Evans, the sam of
ten pounds of like money, and to my daughter Mary Morgan, the sum of
twenty pounds of like money at the expiration of one year next after my
decease, except my said wife Shall Survive me, and in that ease at the
expiration of one year after her decemse. And also the sum of thirty
Shillings of like money to my deughter Margaret Morgan, yearly and
every year for and during the term of Seven years from my decease, or the
decease of my said wife, or the longest hiver of ws, And to defray half
the BExpenses of a convenient Lodging Room, for my said wife with 2 Suffi-
cicnay of firewood, cut and delivered at her door during her Natnral life.

5thly, I give and bequeath to my said wifa the sum of five pounds of like
money yearly and every year, during her Natural life and also as moch
more a8 will defray one-half the Ezpenses of finding a (Jonventent lodging
room for her with a Sufficiency of firewood cut and delivered at her door
during her Natural life to be paid to her by my som David Rittenhouse.

Gthly, T mive and bequeath to my danghter Esther Barton the sum of twenty
pounds lawful Money of Pennsylvania {o be paid to her by my son David
at the expiration of one year next after my decesse, except my said wife

ghall survive me and in that case at the expiration of one year next after
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her decease. Tihly, I give and bequeath to my daughter Eleanor Bvons
the sum of ten pounds of like money to be paid to her by my Son David
at the expiration of one year next after my decease cxeept my said wife
Sarvive me, and in that case at the expiration of ona year after her decease.
8thly, I give and hequeath unto my daughter Margaret Morgan the sum
of thirty Shillings yearly and every year for and during the term of seven
years mext after my decease except my said wife shall survive me ard in
that case during the term of seven years from her decease to be paid to
her by my son David.  All which said several sums of money hereby directed
to be paid hy my son David, he, my said sor David hath covenanted to pay
as by a certain  Instrument of writing under his hand and Seal may fally
appear. 9thly And if it shall happen that my said wife through sickness
or great bodily weakness or otherwise shall have occasion for any part
of the morey {hereby directed to be placed out on interest) for her snpport,
I do order so much thereof to be applied to that use as shall be necessary
and if at my said wife's decease any of the said principal money shall
remain nnexpended, it 1s my will thaé the same be equally divided amongst
all my danghters that shall be then living, 10thly And lastly I do hereby
nominate Constitute appoint my beloved wife Elizabeth and my son David
Executrix and Execator of this my last will and Testament. And I do
hereby utterly disallow revoke disannull all and every other former wills,
Testament Legacies and Execontors by me in any wise before this thme
named willed or bequeathed, ratifying and confirming thizs and no other,
to be my last will and Testament. In witness whereof I have hereunto
set my hand and Seal the day and year first above written,

MATTHTAS RITTENHOUSE [ss]

Sigoed Sealed published pronounced and declared by the said Matthias
Rittenhouse for and as his last will and Testament In the presence of us
the subszeribers

IsnAEL Jacoe,
ARNOLD ZDIMERMAN,
EPHERATM ARMSTRONG.

Philadelphia, Nov. 27, 1779, Personally appeared Arnold Zimmerman
and Ephraim Armstrong two of the witnesses to the foregoing will, and
the said Arnold Zimmerman on his Solemn Affirmation aceording to Law,
and the said Ephraim Armstrong on Oath did declare that they saw and
heard Matthias Rittenhouse the Testator therein named, sign, seal, pub-
lish and declare the same for and as his last will and Testament, and that
the doing thereof he was of Sound disposing Mind Memory and Undér-
standing to the best of their Knowledge and belief.

Coram,  Samuzrn Momris, Register,
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Meino., that on the 27th of Nov. 1779, the last Will and Testament
of Matthis Rittenhouse deceased was proved 1o due form of Law and
probate and Letters Testamentary thereof (iranted to David Rittenhouse
Executor therein named He having first been duly affirmed according to
TLaw well and Truly to Administer the said decedent's Estate, and bring
an Inventory thereof into the Register's Office at Philadelphia on or before
the 27th of Decomber next ensuing and to render a true and Just account
of the said Adms. on or before the 27th of November 1780.

Given under the seal of the Begistri's office at Philadelphia.

P.  Sawmuen Mornis, Regist.

THE NORRITON CHURCH.

Phe old Presbyterian Church and Deed. Motthias Rittenhausen ond
Elizabeth, his Wite, the Parenis qf the Renowned Astronomer, David Rit-
tenhouse, Convey the Property tn March, 1737.

By Dr. Corums.
{Nutional Defender) '

Located on the Germantown and Perkiomen Turnpike,
near the twenty-mile stone, and about five miles north of
Norristown, is to be found the plain stone building long
known as the Norriton Presbyterian Church. The ancient
graveyard attached occupies about one-fourth of an acre of
ground, the stones giving evidence that the place was used
for worship as early as 1700, if not prior to that date.

Many of the older tombstones, as Dr. Collins certifies from
memory (having seen them in 1835-40), are now not to be
found. But thereliable, though traditional, items of history
which he obtained after diligent search during the years
named fully warrant the statements here made.

As g result of investigations made by Rev. Dr. Collins, he
is persuaded that the old Norriton Church is the mother of
all Presbyterian churches in Penngylvania. The facts and
circumstances comprise the substance of three historical dis-
courses, delivered by bhim in the Centennial Church, 1876,
which will be given to the Presbyterian Historical Socisty
and probably issued in print.

7
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During the Revolution this old church was unsed by the
soldiers for quarters, and later, in 1777, as & hospital, Iiis
known that General Washington, when tarrying at the Inn
lecated on the Skippack Road, in October, 1778, visited the
chureh.

In consequence of the damages that the church suffered
during the war, the Assembly passed an Aect in 1785, on the
17th of September, allowing a lottery to raise money to pay
for the repairs to the church. -

The old church property adjoined, and was once part of
the Martthias Rittenhouse farm. He purchased the place in
1734,* and evidently found the place of worship already
located there, and conveyed the property three years later,
although himself a worthy member of the Mennonite de-
nomination. David Rittenhouse was at that time but two
years old, having been born in 17382, in Germantown. In
1764 Matthias conveyed to his son David this same farm.

Rev. Dr. Collins remembers seeing the foundation walls,
and what was left of the Astronomical Observatory, built by
David Rittenhouse, located near the old dwelling on the
farm in question. Here, as is well known, Benjamin Frank-
lin was frequently a visitor and distingnished guest.

The oldest histories of Pennsylvania extant, as well as
“ Watson’s Annals,” briefly refer to this ancient church and
cemetery.

The following is an exiract from the deed. Itis dated
March, 1787, and recited that this property is a part of 7,482
acres of land, coming from William Penn, Proprietor and
Governor of the Province of Pennsylvania; made to John
Penn, Jr.,, which the latter sold to Isaae Norris and William
Trent. Subsequently Isaac Norriz became the owner and
conveyed about 100 acres to Maithias Rittenhouse in 1784,

The contract is made between Matthias Rittenhausen and
Elizabeth his wife, of the township of Norrington, county of

*Date of Treed 1731-2.
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Philadelphia, and “ye said Presbyterian Profession of ye
township aforesaid ; conveying 72 poles of land ” (giving
boundaries) “ for a meeting-house and graveyard, for ye use
of ye said Presbyterian Profession of ye township aforesaid,”
adding :—

“Now this indenture witnesseth by ye said Matthias Rit-
tenhausen and Elizabeth his wife, for and in consideration
of one silver half crown current money of England to them
in hand paid, by ye said Presbyterian Profession, that they
do hereby convey and confirm, ete., etc.”

Rev. Dr. Thomas Murphy, in his excellent work called
“The Presbytery of the Log College,” published by the
Presbyierian Board about three years ago, says:—

“It is certain that in Novriton we have the very first
trace of a Presbyterian enterprise within our bounds. A frust-
worthy tradition affirms that & plot of ground was purchased
for a graveyard, forerunner of a church, in the year 1678,
no less than twenty-seven years before the founding of the
Presbytery. It alsoappears thata Welshman, named David
Evans, was preaching in that region before 1705.

“ It comes to light with certainty that in 1714 there was
stated preaching in this church by the Rev. Malachi Jones,
who at that time became the pastor of Abington. He must,
therefore, while pastor of the latter church, have also sup-
plied that of Norriton.

“The church of Providence {or Lower Providence, as it was
then named) was founded sixteen years afterward, in 1730;
and the strange plan was adopted of holding services in
Norriton during the winter season, and in Providence during
the summer.”

Unfortunately, the written records of the old Norriton
church have been long lost; but Dr. Collins, accepting the
above statement, regards it as conclusive evidence that the
Norriton church had been maintained as a place of worship,
for at least thirty or forty years, before the founding of the
Providence chureh.

.
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The first building was doubtless of logs, and established
by Hollanders or Reformed Dutch; siill, they were essen-
tially Presbyterian.

Among the distinguished men who preached at Norriton
were Rev. Paulus Van Fleck, Rev. Malachi Jones, Rev.
David Evans, Rev. Wm. Tennent, Sr., Rev. John Rowland,
Rev. Nathaniel Irwin, and Rev, George Whitefield. —~Weekly
News, January 4, 1898,

GEN.

3 8 4 Psyche Riftenhouse intermarried with John
Gorgas, from whom .are descended the
Gorgases of Crésham and Cocolico. Their
children weré John, Benjamin, Susanna,
Jacob, Joseph, and Mary. John Gorgas
was 8 Mennonite minister at Germantown,
and ig buried there. He also attended the
first Mennonite Conference in America in
1727, and subscribed to its proceedings.

oo
[én]
o

Mary Ritlenhouse intermarried with John
Johnson, the father of Casper, John,
Nicholas,William, and Benjamin Johnson,
some of whom are now (or were lately) in
the neighborhood of Germantown.

3 10 8 Catharine Rittenhouse intermarried with Jacob
Engel, brother to Paul Engel, 6f German-
town,

3 11 7 Susanng Rittenhouse, b. 1698, d. Dec, 13, 1769,
intermarried with Henry Heilig, of Gosh-
enhoppen. He died May 14, 1775, and is
buried at Worcester Mennonite Church.
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CHILDREN OF NUMBEE 3.
GARRET RITTENHOUSE? OF WILLEM.

3 12 1 William Rittenhouse the oldest son of Gerret
. was born at Creesham in Germantown,
county of Philadelphia, Pa., in the year
1695. Was married and had five children,
viz,, Garret, Abraham, Jacob, William,
and Henry. It appears his wife died in about 1728. His
father, Gtarref, says in his will, dated February 7, 1742. “I
give and bequeath unio my eldest son William Ritting- .
hausen all that my land situate in the said Creesham which
lies on the North East sideof the Highway leading from Ger-
mantown to North Wales, to hold to him, his Heirs and
Assigns for ever. Further he states that Peter Rittinghausen
shall pay to his brother William the sum of fifty pounds, in
parts of twelve pounds, ten shillings yearly for four years,
after his (Garret’s) decease. It further appears that he went
o New Jersey in about 1730, and married Catharine Howell;
and bought about 1000 acres of land in 1734, and builé a
house at the hill above Prallsville, New Jersey. The prop-
erty is now owned by Daniel L. Hoppock (Rosemont P. O.,
N. J). The tablet on the house is

! W.C R..
] 1737,

1783.

14 % Min,

signifying William and Catharine Rittenhouse, builtin 1737,
and rebuilt 1783, by Joseph Rittenhouse of the fifth genera-
tion, who was a son of Isaae,4 fourth generation, who was a
gon of William B. Rittenhouse,3 third generation and son of
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Garret,? who was a son of William? the first. Joseph and his
grandfather, William, are both buried at Prallsville, on
Morice Wolverson’s farm, an old family graveyard. William
died in the year 1767 and had the following children in
New Jersey by second marriage,—Isaac, Lott, Peter, William,
Moses, Hannah, and Sarab.—Hunterdon County Historical
Society.

But it appears there was a genealogical account of the
family in the possession of William Barton, in which it was
stated that Garret and Nicholas arrived at New York, from
Holland, so late as the year 1690. It likewise states that
Nicholas there married Wilhelmina Dewees, a sister of Wil-
liam Dewees, who came thither about the same time, from
whence they removed soon afterward into Pennsylvania.
Farther he says Garret left children, some of whose descend-
ants are resident in Pennsylvania and others in New Jersey,
which without a doubt must have been William, the oldest
son of Garret, and his descendants.—Memoirs of David Ril-
tenhouse,

FURTHER ACCOUNTS OF WILLIAM RITTENHOUSE.
A Genealogical and Historical Account of the Rittenhouse Family.

Among the earliest settlers of Hunterdon county, New
Jersey, we may place William Rittenhouse, who it is pre-
sumed came from Pennsylvania sbout the year 1730, and
was a son of Garret Rittenhouse, as Barton says in his
memoirs of David Rittenhouse, speaking of Garret Ritten-
honse, that “Some of his family resided in Pennsylvania,
and some in New Jersey.” And it is a well-known fact that
Garret had only two children ; the eldest was William, the
younger was Peter. The record of the family of Peter we
have in Pennsylvania. The elder, William, does not appear
on any records in Pennsylvania since his father’s will (as
far as known), so it is presumable that this is the William
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Rittenhouse who settled in Hunterdon county about the
year 1730.
0ld deeds in possession of J. W. Lequear, of New Jersey,
say that Anthony Elton, of Burlington county,by his will,
dated November 11,1702, bequeathed {o his son, Revel Elton,
800 acres of land lying eastof Rosemont. On February 27,
1718, he sold this to Ralph Buck, of the county of Burling-
ton, Millwright. Also that William Biles, of Bucks county,
Pa., March 30, 1709, sold 200 acres to Edward Kemp, of
Bucks county, and on September 22, 1710, he sold this to
Ralph Buck, who by his deed, bearing date November 18
and 19,1734, sold this 800 acres and the 200 acres to
William Rittinghuysen. The purchasers of these lands had
privileges somewhat similar to soldiers’ elaims ; they had the
privilege of locating and taking up that number of acres
anywhere in the western division of the Provinee of New
Jersey, where purchased of the Indians, but not before law-
fully surveyed. This 1000 acres was therefore surveyed and
taken up east of Rosemont. By old writings we find that
William Rittinghuysen was in this neighborhood several
years previous to this, and from him sprang all the families
of Rittenhouse, as the name is now known in Hunterdon
county. Three years after the purchase of this land tract,
William Rittenhouse, the first in Hunterdon County, New
Jersey, built a stone dwelling house on the farm which is
now owned by James Deens, southeast of Rosemont. This
was one of the first stone dwellings erected in this part of
the country ; it was torn down a few years ago by Mr. Decns.
In the gable end of this house was a tablet or stone with the
initials W. C. R., 1737, cut in it; to preserve this stone Mr.
Deens had it placed in a conspicuous position, or place, in .
the bridge wall of his new barn. Said fract of land was
bounded partly by what was called the great road on one
side, and on the other gide by the King’s Highway, leading
from Stockton north through Baptistown. In 1745 Derick
' Hoagland, who owned where William Harper now lives,
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and William Rittenhouse made an exchange of land in
order to make a straight line between them as it is at present,
up to the elbow in the road. In the year 1742 William
Rittenhouse sold 500 acres of this tract to Richard Green, of
Morris county. This deed, signed by William Rittinghuy-
sen, is in the possession of J. W, Lequear, a prominent sur-
veyor and conveyancer in unterdon county, New Jersey,
and a descendant of the Rittenhouses in that Staie, the
deed bearing the autograph of the first of the name settling
in Hunterdon county, New Jersey. His wife is said to have
been Catharine Howell. He was born about 16986, died about
1767, and is buried at Prallsville on Morice Wolverson’s
farm, an old family graveyard, and his wife is also buried
there— Manuseript in the Hunterdon County Historical Sociely
i New Jersey, by J. W. Lequear, Surveyor and Conveyancer, and
connected with the Riltenhouse family.

GEN.

3 13 2 Peter Rittenhouse was born 1696 and died
’ 1748. Married Ann ——— He was
the son of Garret Rittenhouse, who stated
in his will the following: “I give and
bequeath and devise to my youngest son
Peler Rittinghausen and Ann his wife, All that my Plan-
tation whereon I now dwell, Situate in the said Creesham
and Lying between the Lands of Matthins Walsam and
John Hammer, and is in length from the highway that leads
from Germantown to North Wales 1ill to the line of Roxbor-
ough Township, &e., also, I giveand bequeath to my youngest
Son Peter Rittinghausen and Ann his wife all that my
grist mill and the land thereto.” He died in 1748, and had
the following named children: Mary, Barbara, Susanna,
Garret, Margaret, Jacob. He lived on Germantown Road,
west side, near Mt. Airy, a miller by trade. After the death -
of Peter and his wife Ann, all his property and the mill
shall descend to his children, according to the provisions of
the wili of his father, Garref.
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CHILDREN OF No. 4.
ELIZABETH RITTENHOUSE® (PAPEN) OF WILLEM.!

GEN.

3 14 1 Stynitie Papen, born abott 1693 ; died about
1728. Unmarried. Her father willed to
her twenty-five pounds over and above her equal share with
her sisters. Samuel Pastoring was appointed guardian for
Christiana Papen to see that she is properly provided for her
wants, and Garret Brownback, Jacob Shimer, Jan Jansen,
and Catharine Papen are mentioned in the agreement as
trustees for her share, out of which they were to provide for
her under a penalty of one hundred and sixty (£160)
pounds, money of America, dated November 25, 1720.

3 15 2  Mary Papen, born about 1695, died————;
married Gerbard (Brumbach) Brownback,
presumably about 1716 or 1718, Official
documents will show that he lived yet in
Philadelphia county, Province of Penn-
sylvania, in the year 1721. In deed poll of Gerhard
Brownback to Leonard Streper he is mentioned as of the
countty of Philadelphia,in the Province of Pennsylvania, hus-
bandman, and Mary his wife, which is signed and sealed
28th day of ye 12th month in ye 7th year of the Reign of
(George King over Great Britain Ane Domini 1721-2.
Records will also show that Gerhard Brownback’s name
appears among the first settlers of Vincent township,
. Chester_ county, Pa., in the year 1724, and was taxed 2
shillings and 4 pence.

A history of Vincent township, written in 1848, and
deposited in the Pennsylvania Historical Society in manu-
geript, mentions Gerhard Brownback and says: “ He came
from Germany and settled at Germaniown (et that time
many Germans came from the Palatinate and seitled at
Germantown) when there was but one house where Ger-
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mantown now stands (the first houses in Germantown were
built in 1683, conseguently Garret Brownhack must have
arrived in 1683),and tarried there awhile and married Mary
Papen, a granddaughter of Willem Rittenhouse; later he
moved to Vincent township, Chester county, Pennsylvania,
in the vicinity of Brownback’s Church, where he took up
600 acres of land by release. He afterward acquired more
land by purchase and otherwise till he possessed about 1000
acres of land in Vincent and Coventry townships, Chester
county, Pennsylvania, where he then erected buildings.
The firsi house was built of logs, split with the whip-saw.
In later years Edward Brownback tore it down and erected
a large stone house in its place, and afterward occupied it.
Garret Brownback then divided hig land, and to the left of
Ridge Road, in 1741, he set apart a portion of land for the
German Reformed Church, where Brownback’s Church now
stands, He was the great grandfather of Edward Brown-
back, Jt., and was one of the first settlers in this vicinity.
Garret Brownback obtained a license and kept a tavern.

License was granted him in 1736. He sets out in his
petition that he is frequently oppressed with travelers whom
he is obliged to entertain; that he is living in the township
of Vincent on the great road which leads from Philadel-
phia to the Ironworks, and from thence to Conestogo, and
there being no public house within 20 miles below or 30
miles above the said petititioner’s house, and he living over
four miles from the Ironworks. This was thefirst public house
kept in these parts. Captain Joseph Richardson, the great
outlaw and companion of the Doans, once went to Brown-
back’s tavern, in Chester county, and, laying a loaded pistol
within reach, atea meal, while the cowed bystanders loocked on
withoubdaring to interfere. There was then an Indian village
about fifty or sizty perches from where the road now crosses
(where a meeting house now stands) of about three hundred
souls, and Garret Brownback, through his kind treatment,
got them pretty well under his command ; they helped him
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to work, and he gave them provision in return. He used to
sit down with them and smoke a pipe of tobacco, and
wrestled with them ; this pleased them very much, and they
then sang war songs for him. They were very fond of
potatoes, turnips, and especially milk.

At that time he had to go o the Valley Forge, a distance
of ten miles, to get his plough irons sharpened ; he carried
one on each side of his horse. He willed the thousand
aeres wholly to his sops and sons-in-law. As they came to
manhood he placed them on certain traets, and for his older
son he erected the tavern on the Ridge Road and put him
there. Hisname was Benjamin, and this house was located
on Pottsgrove Road. His thousand-acre tractis now divided
into & number of farms and building lets, from five acres
up to thirty and more acres apiece, and buildings therson.
The church lot and graveyard and the meeting house lot
is all part of the original tract. The mein part of the tract
iz now owned by grand and great grandchildren ; part of
said tract is in East Vincent and part in Coventry town-
ships.

Gerhard Brownback was a Calvinist (German Reformed)
and 1is buried at said church, but there are no gravestones
to tell when he was born nor when he died. His will is
dated August 4, 1757, and proven September 23, 1757.

Garret Brownback also built a saw mill in Vincent town-
ship, which was the first saw mill in that vicinity.

He also possessed one-half interest in & grist mill in Vin-
cent township, Chester county, which he willed to his wife,
Mary Brownbaugh.

According to the records before us Garrett Brownbaugh
died a very old men, presumably upward in the ninetieth.

In the church records of Brownback’s Church is recorded

the following :-—

Frederick Miller was the third preacher in the old Log chureh 18th day

of Feh. 1753.
Garrett Brumbaeh brought his children to be Baptized.
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His wife's name Mary Papen.
1 his son Benjamin 22 y.

2 Heory 20
Mary 24
Catharine 18.

The six hundred acres of land taken up by Gerard Brown-
back (Brumbach) was part of the ten thousand aeres of Jand
which William Penn, Xsq., the first Proprietary of Pennsyl-
vania, by his Deed of Foeffment dated the 20th April, 1686,
grant and convey to Major Robert Thompson, who by his
will, dated the 14th of April, 1691, inter alia, did devise the
said land to Joseph Thompson, son of his son Joseph, for life,
etc. Through different generations of the Thompson
family, then, on the 4th of July, 1774, Robert Thompson
executed separate powers of attorney to Thomas Willing
and Joseph Reed, Esq.,, for the said lands, and the said
Robert Thompson, by his attorney, Joseph Reed, on the first
and second of August, 1774, executed lease and release to
John Morris, to the use of Robert Thompson in fee, and a
recovery was accordingly suffered in the County Couré of
Chester, in the term of February, 1775, and Robert Thomp-
son, by lease dated June 29, 1775, and recorded in the
county of Chester, in Book X, Vol. xx11, page 170, etc,, the
Sth of August, 1783, and release dated the 30th of June,
1775, ete., recorded in the same office in Book X, Vol. xxir,
page 172, ete, on the 7th of August, 1783, conveyed to
Joseph Reed, Esq., Robert Morris, Esq., and Thomas Willing
in fee. Joseph Reed, by indenture dated the 10th of Decem-
ber, 1783, and recorded in the office aforesaid, in Book X,
Vol. xx11, page 339, etc., the 12th of January, 1784, econ-
veyed this third part of the said ten thonsand acres of land
to Robert Morris and Thomas Willing in fee, and a patent
dated the 28th of June, 1787, under the seal of the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania, and enrolled in the Rolls Office
for the said Commonwealth in Patent Book No. 11, page 25,
the 27th of July, 1787, was granted to the said Thomas
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Willing and Robert Morris for the said ten thousand acres,
and also for ninety-eight acres and a half. Then the said
Robert Morris and Mary, his wifs, by indenture dated the
first day of December, 1789, and recorded in the office first
above mentioned in Book IL E, Vol. xx1x, page 220, the’
27th of February, 1790, convey their half of the said ten
thousand and ninety-eight acres and a half to the said
Thomas Willing in fee, and the said Thomas Willing and
his heirs, all and singular the premises hereby granted
unto Henry Brownback, his heirs and assigns. The tract
was two hundred and forty-two acres, being No. 21 in a
draft of the northwest moiety of Vincent, made by Thomas
Lightfoot, in 1790-1, for £411 15 shillings. Sealed and de-
livered February 3, 1795. See full deed of Thomas Willing
to Henry Brownback. [See Index.]

We also find that 2 warrant was granted to Garret Brown-
back for 350 acres, dated June 28, 1736, and entered in the
Office of Internal Affairs at Harrisburg.

And the six hundred acres above mentioned he received
from a 10,000-acre tract which was granted to Major Thomp-
son, which is also recorded there in Thompson’s name. See
deed of Thomas Willing to Henry Brownback. [See Index.]

Nore—The 600 acres first mentioned and the 350 acres
afterward granted will make 950 acres; with the psrcent-
age of six per cent. added, which was customary at that
time, would make him 1007 acres.

After the foregoing had been written the following was
received from the descendants of the Brownback family :—

“ Garret Brownback eame from Germany in the year 1683
to America. He settled at the place now known as German-
town when there was but one house there. He came over
on the sailing vessel “Concord,” which reached this port
October 6, 1683, He tarried there awhile, and married
Mary Papen, the daughter of Heivert (Howard) Papen.
Then he settled up his father-in-law’s estate {who died in



110 THE RITTENHOUSE FAMILY.

1707). Then moved his family to Vincent township in
Chester county, Pennsylvanis, in 1720, He settled on the
0ld Lancaster Road, where he took up 1000 acres of land,
part in Vincent, part in East Coventry (600 acres were
bought and 350 acres granted, making 950 acres ; with 6 per
cent. added making 1007 acres as above explained), and
built the first house in Vincent township. It was built of
logs, split with a whip saw; he also kept the firsi hotel in
Chester county in that place. He gavethe ground and built
the first German Reformed church in the county in 1741.
He brought the first preacher from Germany; his name was
Peter Minicus. There was an Indian village back of his
place which contained 300 men, women, and children. He
had them pretty well under his control.- They helped him
to work and he gave them provisions in return, He sat
down with them and smoked a pipe of tobacce with them
and wrestled with them; this pleased@ them very much;
then they would sing and dance war dances. They were
very fond of potatoes, turnips, and especially milk, At that
time he had to go to Valley Forge, a distance of ten miles,
to get his plough irons sharpened. He gave the 1000 acres
to his sons as they became of age. For his oldest son he
buiit a hotel on the Ridge Road, which is still standing at
this present time. He took out the first license in Chester
county in 1736, the only public house twenty miles below
and thirty miles above. (There was no tavern in that dis-
tance.) (The same year John Chadd was licensed at Chadd’s
Ford.)

“ Gerhard Brownback had two sons and five daughters,
Benjamin, Henry, Mary, Magdaline, and Catherine, and
Mzxs. Richard Custard, Mrs. Paul Benner.

Mary Magdaline was married to Frederick Bingaman,
Richard Custerd to Elizabeth Brownback, Paul Benner to
Anna Mary Brownback. Catharine was married to Jacob
Munshauer, Benjamin married Mary Paul, and Henry mar-
ried Magdaline Paul.
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* Gerhard Brownback, born in 1662 ; married about 1716 or
1718; died 1757, aged 95 years. Buried at Brownback’s
Church. His grave is marked with a sandstone tablet con-
taining no dates. P. W. BrowxpacE.

DEED POLL OF GERARD BROWNEBACK TO
LEONARD STREPER.

To ALY PEOPLE TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL CoME  CGerard
Browobadk of the county of Philadelphia in the Province of Pennsylva-
nia, Husbandman, and Mary his wife, Jacob Sheimer of Philadelphia
county and Province likewise, Husbandman and Margaret his wife, John
Jansen of the said county and Province, Yeoman, and Elizabeth his wife,
Styntia. Papen and Catharine Papen of the said county and Province,
Spinster heirs of Heivert Papen deceased send Greetings. Whereas Wil-
liam Penn of late Proprietary and Governer of the said Provinee of Penn-
sylvania by patent under his Great Seal bearing date the third day of the
second Month one thousand six hundred and eighty nine did Grant and
confirm unto Dirk Sipman one of the first purchasers of Crefelt in Ger-
many 588 acres of land in German Township in the aforesaid county. To
hold to him; the said Dirk Sipman his heirs and assigas for everas by the
same patent, Recorded in the Rolls Office at Philadelphia in Patent Bock
A page 245-6, may appear. And whereas Herman Up den Graef of
Germantown in the aforesaid county Yeoman then lawful atiorney of the
said Dirk Sipman by a Deed of enfoeffment, bearing date the 3rd day of
Qctober one thousand six hundred and Ninety eight for the yearly rent of
three Rix dollars, or pieces of 8, therein reserved to the said Dirk Sipman
his heirs, and assigns for ever did Grant and convey unto William Hen-
dricks of the said county Weaver seventy five acres of the land, part of
the said 588 gcres of land to hold to him The said William Hendricks his
heirs and assigns for ever as hy the same Deed, Recorded in ye Terier* of
Germantown page 369 may appear. And Whereas ye said William Hen-
dricks by an Indenture of Bale dated ye Ninth day of Jupe 1701 for the
consideration therein mentioned did Grant snd convey unto the said
Heivert. Papen Yeaforesaid Seventy five acres of land To hold to him the said
Heivert Papen his heirs and assigns for ever as by the Indenture ac-
knowledged in Open Court of record held at Germantown the fifteenth

*The Terier is the Book of records of the Court of Germantown, when
it was a separate Borongh, which Book of Records is yet in existence and
1t known by the name of Terier.
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day of Beptember one thousand seven hundred and two doth appear. And
whereas the said Heivert Papen in his last Will and Testament made the
thirtieth day of Jannary one thousand seven hundred and Seven and Eight
{1707-8) did Give and bequeath all his Hstate unto his aforesaid five
daughters, Btyntie, Mary, Cathatine, Margaret, and Elizabeth, as by the
recited Testament, more fiully doth appear.

Now, know ye, that they the spid Gerard Brownback and Mary his
wife, Jacob Sheimer and Margaret his wife John Jansen and Elizabeth his
wife, Styntie Papen, and Catharine Papen for and in consideration Sum of
Seventeen Pounds lawful silver money of Awmerica to them in hand paid
by Leonard Streeper of Germantownship aforesaid Yeoman, the receipt
whereof they do hereby acknowledge and thereof and of every part thereof
do fully acquit and discharge the said Leonard Streeper hia heirs Bxecu-
tors Administrators and assigns for ever by these presents have granted
bargained, sold, aliened, enfoeffed and confirmed and by these preseats do
grant bargain sell alien enfoeff and confirm unto the said Leonard Streper
his heirs and Assigns a certain piece or pareel of land lying and being in
Ye said Germantownship. Begioning at a stake standing by the line of
Edward Farmers land thence South Bast one hundred and seventy seven
perches to a black Qak, Thenee South West by a ling of marked irees two
perches to « stowe, set for a corner, thence North West by a line of marked
trees one hundred and Seveaty Seven perches to & white Walnut tree
Standing by ye said Edward Farmers land thence North Kast by the said
land thirtytwo perches to the place of Begimuing, containing twenty five
acres of land part of the Aforesaid Seventy five acres of land together with
all and Singular the woods, underwoods, Meadows, Marshes, Bwamps,
Cripples, waters, watercourses, fishings, fowlings, hawkipgs, buntings,
Rights, Liberties, Privileges, Improvements, hereditamenta and appur-
tenances, whatsoever to the said twentyfive acres of land hereby Granted,
belonging, or in anywise appertaining and the reversion, and remainders,
rents, issues and profits thereof and all the estate, right, Title, Interest
property elaim ard demand whatsoever which they Ye said Gerard Brown-
back and Mary his wife, Jacob Sheimer and Margaret his wife, John Jan-
sen and Elizabeth his wife, Styntie Papen, and Catharine Papen or
either of them now hath or hereafter might or should have of in
and to Ye said twenty five acres of land and premises or any part
thereof and true copies of all Deeds Evidences and writings whatsoever
concerning the game 1o be taken 2t Ye costs and charges of Ye said Leon-
ard Streper his heirs or assigns to have and to hold the #aid twenty five
acres of land and Premizes hereby Granted or intended to be Granted with
the appurtenances unto the said Leonard Streper his heirs and assignz to
the only proper use and behoof of him Ye paid Leonard Streper his heirs
and assigns for ever under the yearly rent of one Rix dollar, or piece of
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Eight, from henceforth to become due and payable to Ye said Dirk Sip-
man, his heirs and assigns And they Ye said Gerard Browmback and.- Mary
his wife, Jacob Sheimer and Margaret his wife, John Jansen and Elizabeth
his wife Styntie Papen, and (atharine Papen, and their heirs the gajd
twenty five acres of land hereby Granted unto Ye said Leopard Streper
his heirs and assigne against thern ¥e satd Gerard Brownback and Mary
his wife, Jacob Sheimer and Margaret hizs wife, John Jansen and Elizabeth
hig wife, Styntie Papen and Catharine Papen and their heim and against
all and every other person and persone whomsoever [awfully claiming or to
elaim Ye same by from or under them or any of them shall and will war-
rant and for ever defend by these presents and they Ye said Gerard
Brownback and Mary his wife Jacob Sheimer and Margaret his wife John
Jansen and Elizsheth his wife, Styntie Papen and Catharine Papen, for
themszelves their heirs Executors and Adminisirators do eovenant promise
and Grant to and with Yo s2id Leonard Streper his heirs and Assigns by
these presents, In manner following, that is to say that the said twenty
five acres of land and premises hereby Granted with the appurtenances
now are and at all times hereafier for ever shall be and continve unto the
gaid Leonard Streper his heirs and assigns free and clearly acequitied Ex-
onerated and discharged of and from all former and other Gits, Granta,
Bargains, Sales, Morteages, Joyntures, Dowers, Wills, Entails, Judgmenta,
Exzecntzons, Eztents, Annuitiea, arrearsges of quitrents Titles, Troubles,
and Incumbrances, whatspever,

In witness whereof the parties first above named have hereunto set
their hands and seals dated 28th of Ye 12th Month in Ye Tth year of the
Reign of George King over Great Britala &c Anoge Domint one thousand
Seven hundred and twenty one and two (1721-2)

| JAN J'mvsm;rI [2rAL]

BrizABers + JANSEN {sEavL}
Her]ﬂm-k
—~ STTNTIE -+ PAPEN [smaL]
M“kHar
o CaTHARINE 4 PAPEN [sEaL]
i T
i GERARD + BROWNBACK {SEAL]
{ Eg“k
fMARY + BrownBack  [sEAL)
Mark
JACOE Sm:]l'_{nmn, [sEaAL]
ar
MARGARET ﬁ" Eimmmn [sEAL]
AT
Bigned sealed and delivered in the presence of us

Joan RorLoss
SAMUEL PASTORIUR
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The fourth day of November 1767 before me .

Williamn Dewees, Esq,
one of the Justices &e came Catherine Howell (late-Catharine Papen) and
acknowledged the ahove writien Deed Poll to be her act and Deed and de-
sired the Same May be recorded aa her act and Treed. i

Witness my hand and Seal Witiian DEwEES. [BEAT)

To all Persons whom thege may concern Matthias van Bebber of Cecil
county in the Province of Maryland Merchant and Hermina his wife send
Greetings. Whereas Dirk Sipman was Iawfully Beized in fee of #nd in five
hundred and Eighty Eight acres of by force and virtue of some Good con-
vayance or appurtenances in the law, and being so Seized thereof he con-
veyed Seventy five scres of the said land unto William Hendricks in fee
reserving to himaelf out of the Same the yearly rent of three Rix dollars
ar pieses of Eirht for ever and the said William Hendrieks Granted the
said Seventy five acres unto Heivert Papen in fee and whereas the Said
Heivert Papen having willed all his lands unto the five daughters they
afterwards By virtne of the within written Deed Conveyance, Granted
Seventy-five acres of the said land unto Leonard Streper in fee all which
recitalls in the within Indenture more fully appears and above named
Matthias van Bebber by virtue of a Deed (z blank in said original)
being become legal Purchaser and Possessor of the above mentioned
yearly rent of three Rix dollara. Now Know ye that the said Matthias
van Bebber and Hermina his wife for and in Consideration of the
Sum of Six pounds lawfizl money of Pennsylvania to them in hand paid
by Ann Streper the widow of the said Leonard Streper, who dying left all
his lands to her during her life have remised, released, and for ever quit
claimed and by these presents do absoluiely and clearly remise, release and
for ever quit claim 1nto the Said Aun Streper and fo her heirs and assigns
all and Singular, the whole Right, Title, interest, property, claim and de-
mand whatsoever as they the Said Matthias van Bebber and Hermina his
wife had, have or ought to have, of on, or to, the above Specified yearly
rent, or of any part or parcel thereof by any means whatsoever g0 that
neither they nor any other person or persons for them orin their names
right or Stead of any of them shall or will by any means hereafter have
claim challenge or demand any estate right or interest unto the said yearly
rents, the proportionable pari of the yearly quit rents acoruing to the chief
Lord of the fee thereof only except, or any part thereof they and every of
them shall be utterly excluded and debarred hy these presents and the said
Matthias van Bebber and Hermina hiz wife and their Heirs, the said
yearly rent and every part thereof unto the Said Ann Streper her hairs and
aspigns t0 her and their own proper wse snd uses in manner aforepaid
against their heirs and assigns they and every of them shall warrent and
for ever defend by virtue of these presents.
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Tn Witness whereof the gaid parties to these presents have interchange-
ably Set their hands and Seals herennto dated the fourteenth day of the
month called June Anpo Domini one thousand Seven hundred and thirty

Seven (1737)
MarrEIAE VAN BEBBIR

. Hemyowa van BeRpen
Seszled and delivered in the pres-

ence of us
Joan ConraDS

ALEX SEATON

MenoranpoM. —The fourteenth day of ye Jure Ao. Do. one thousand
Heven hundred and Thirty Seven before me Dirk Johuson one of the Jus-
tices of the peace for the county of Philadelphia came the above pamed
Matthias van Bebber and Hermana his wife in their own Persons and
Brought this above writing or conveyanes which they ackmowledged to be
their act and Deed desiring the Same may be recorded as their Deed
aceording to law. As Witness my hand and Seal the day and year above
said. Dme JoEnson [sEaL]

To all people to whom these presepis may come. Know ye that we
Benjamin Howell of Chegtmut Hill in German Township Yeoman, and
Catharine his wife for and in consideration of the sum of three Pounds
lawful money to ns or the one of us traly paid by Dennis Streper of the
same place Yeoman. The Receipt whereof we do hereby acknowledge
and therefrom, and thereof do acequit and for ever discharge the said Den-
pis Streper his heirs and assigns by these presents have Remised, Released,
and for ever quit claimed and hy these presents do Remise, Release, and
for us and our heirs Respectively, Bemise, Release, unto Dennis Streper
all our Rights, Title, Estate and every other claim or other Demand of,
in or to, the within Granted lard and premises with the Hereditaments,
with the appartenances unto Denpis Streper his heirs and assigns for ever.

‘Witness our hands and seals the fourth of January one thousand seven
hundred and Sixty two (1762)

Benyayan HowEeLr [eEaL]
Her
CaraariNE + Howsll [seaLn]
Bark
Witness at Signing :—
NaTHAN SHEPPARD
Jomyw HowEEL

The fourth day of November One thousand gever hundred and Sixty

Seven (1767) before me
‘Witniay Dewees Hsg

One of the Justices &o, came the above named Benjamin Howell and
Catharine his wife and acknowledged the above written Deed Poll 1o be
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their act and deed and desired the same may be recorded as such, the said
Catharine thereunto voluntarily consenting, She being of full age, secretly
and apart examined and the contents of the said deed Poll being first made
known unto her.

‘Witness my hand and seal Wrrram DEWEES [SEAL)
Recorded December 16, 1767, In Book I No 4, page 18
at Philadeiphia.

WILL OF GABRRET BROWNBACK.

In the Name of Geod Amen Ye fourth day of August, Anno Dom. One
thousand Seven hundred and fifty Seven, I Garret Brownbangh of Vincent
in the county of Chester, Yeoman, heing Siek and weak in Body but of
perfect seund mind and memory, thanks be to God, do make this my last
Will and Testament in manner and form following viz.—First, I hequeath
my Soul to almighty God and my Body to be buried in a decent mauner,
ak the discretion of my Executors, and 28 tonehing Ye disposition of my
Real and Personal Estate T dispose of the Same as followeth.

First, I will that all my Just Debts that I owe ghall be truly paid.

Ttem, I give and bequeath to my beloved wife Mary Brownbaugh all
my Right being one half of the Grist mill in Vincent for her uze during
her widowhood I also give unic her the little home the other side of the
Road to live in during her widowhood and one good cow to give her milk
and Ye said Cow, my son Benjamin is to keep as he keeps his own During
her widowhood, likewise my wife is to have Ye Servant Girl Hannal Miller
for her nse till she comes of age, 2nd my son Benjamin must put the said
house in Good Repair with a Stove in it, and my son Benjamin must give
his mother Sixty Weight of Pork anpually during her widowhood, also
It's my will that my wife shall have her Bed and Bedding and two Iron
Potts about 14 sh Price, the other Pott about 8 sh. Price and one Big
Pewter Dish, and one litile Pewter Do and Six Pewter plates and her
Chest.

Ttem.—I bequeath to my son Henry all that tract of land wow laid out,
Joining to Henry Ackers land containing two hundred acres to Bm and his
heira and assigns for Ever, my said son Heory his heirs and assigng Paying
the owners of the sald two hundred acres. It being his full Dividend for
his portion together with what he has already received.

Ttem.—T give and beguesth to my Son-in-law Richard Custer and to his
heirs and Assigns for Ever, one hundred and thirty acres of land, as It's
now laid out, joining to my son Henry's land, he my aaid son in law Rich-
ard Custer Paylng ye owners of Said land for the Same It being his full
Dividend for his portion.



THE RITTENHOUSE FAMILY. 117

Ttem.—T give and bequeath to my son in law Frederick Bingaman allmy
Rights of the Szwmill in Vincent aforesald to be his full Dividend and
Portion, besides Ye Sum of Twelve pounds which ke ows me T forgive him
also.

Ttem.—T give and bequeath to my son in law, Paul Benner one Shilling
Sterling for his full portion and Dividend.

Ttem.—1] give and bequeath to my daughter Catharine one Good Feather
Bed and furniture and also one Chaff Bed and bedding and three pounds
worth of Pewter one chest of drawers, or five Ponnds in lieu thereof also
the Young Mare that goes in her name and three Cows and six Sheep and
alzo that my son Benjamin shell give her a good Spinning wheel and ye
sum of Thirty Pounds Tn manner following that is to say he shall pay uoto
her Ye Sum of ten Pounds in one Year after my decease and Ye sam of
ten Pounds annualily till the said Sum of thirty pounds be paid which shall
be her full portion and Dividend, It's my will that my son Benjamin shall
supply his mother in firewood to be left at her door or convenient to the
said little howse.

Ttem.—3 give and bequeath to my son Benjamin Brownbaugh sll the
remainder and residue of the Plantation, whereon I now live with all the
improvements thereon to him and his beirs and assigns forever he paying
Ye owners of said land, and also I give and bequeath unte him all
* debts doe unto me or that shall hecome due and £lso all the regidue of my
personal Estate of what kind soever now belonging to me or the said
premises or afler my wife’s decenss her Dower mmnst decend to my son
Benjamin and hig heirs slso its my will that as I paid for abont Seven hon-
dred Rails making on my Son Henry’'s land that my Son Benjamin shall
have said rails with liberty to haul said rails away at his lelsure without let
or hindrance and I do also nominate, Constitute and appoint my son Ben-
jamin and my beloved wife Mary Brownbangh my true and faithfal Bixee-
utors of this my last will and Testament, and do utterly revoke and disanoml
and make void all former wills and bequests by me heretofore made and do
declare this my last will and Testament.

(Ganrer B. Browspaucs  [smav]

Signed, Sealed, Published, pronounced and declared by the Said Garret
Brownbaugh as his last will and Testament in the presence of us.

JOHANNES STUANNER
ANTHONY ACE
Roar NortE
FREDERICK SMITH

Philadelphia 23rd Sept. 1757. Then personally appeared Johannes
Sinanner and Roger North two of the witnesses to the faregoing will on
Oath did declare they saw and heard Garret Brownhangh the Testator there-
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in named Sign Seal publish and declare the same will for and as his last will
and Testament and that at the doing thereof he was of sound mind,
memory and nnderstanding to the best of their knowledge.

Coram Wy, PLUMSTEAD, Feg. Gen.
To
Mr William Plumstead, Bsq
and Register General

For the Probate of Wills and Granting letters of administrations &e.
Send Gresting

These are to certify that T

Mary Brownbaugh, widow and relict of Garrat Brownbaugh, late of Vin-

cent in the county of Chester, Yeoman, Deceased, do by Virtue of these

presents, being aged and not fitt for Ye trouble of this world, Utterly

Rencunce the Bxecutrix of my deceased Husbands last will and Testament

and do Invest my Son Benjamin Brownbaungh to Ye full power of the whole
Execntorship as T am content with Ye said 'Will,

Given from under my hand and seal Ye Twenty fifth day of September

Ao, Do. One thousand Seven hundred and fifty seven.

her

Mapy 4 BrownNBAUTGH [s®ar]

mark
Sealed and delivered
in the presence of
PemLier THOMAS,
MicEARL Pavr,
Roar NorTH.
AN INVENTORY,

Or bill of appraicement taken and made Ye Twenty-first day of September
Anno Domini One thousand seven hundred and fifty seven of the Personal
Estate of Garrett Brownbaugh, late of Vincent, in the County of Chester,
Yeoman, Deceased, per us the subseribers according to the best of our
knowledge viz.—Imprimis,

8. d.
To wearing apparel, - . . . .« « . . « v . v @ .. 116 0 0
a Riding horse Saddle and Bridle, . . . . . . . . .. 10 0 0
fourhorsekind, . . . . . . . ... oL 26 ] 0
13 head of homed Cattle, . . . . . . .. .. ... 40 0 0
TIBWIDG, = & & v v f v v e ke e e e e e e e e . 08 ] 0
I0Bheep, - &+ v v v e r i e e e e e e s 2 10 0
Wagonand Gears, . - + « v 0 . v v o v o e . 12 0 0
Ploughs Harrowg and eart, . . . . . . . . . . . .. 02 0 0
Pewter, . v v v v o b v e e e e e e e e e e . L. 04 0 ¢
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L. £ 4.

BISS, o o v v oot e e e e of o0 O
Dressing ware, . - « =+ v v v 4 v o v v v e w n . 0 6 0
3Mables, + v & ¢ v v vt e e e e e e 1 10 0
Sundry Chears{ehairs), . . . - . . .+ . .. ... 1 4 0
Tron potsand pans, . - - .« . . o v .. w oo .. 2 10 0
Wooden wareand Stillpard, . . - . . . . . . .. .. 1 0 0
Sploping Wheel, . . . . . . ¢ ¢ o o o o o oo 0 15 1}
Iron wareand sidermill, . . . . . . . . . . . ... 1 1o ]
Sundry bedsand bedding, . . . . . . - . . .. ... 15 0 0
awndmill, . . . ... o L e e 2 0 0
5 Stacks of Corn {presumably Bye), « « o « o o . . . 50 0 0
acotbing box, . . . - . v o e e e . s 0 15 ]
Sundry Tmplements of hushandry, . . . . . . - . . . 0 15 0
Sundry Stacksof hay, . .+ . . . .« . . . ... 10 ] 0
SUndry NOES, » « v = » o o v e e 13 14 8
Book debts to profitand loss, . . . . . . . .. . .. 20 0 a
600 Acresof land takenup by warrant, . . . . . . . . . 150 0 0
the Improvement on said 600 =6res, . . . . <« . .« . . 0 0 ¢
a Grist Mill and land belonging, . . . . . . . ., .. w 0 9
lumberGoods, - . - « « - « & . o o v b e e e . 2 0 0
Total w9 8

Errors excepted.

Annexed is a portrait of Garret E. Brownback, a direct
descendant from Garret Brownback, or, as originally written,
Gerhart Brumbach. He was born December 27, 1846, and
reared on the original tract of land bought by his ancestor,
Gerhart Brumbach, in Vincent township, Chester county,
Pa., about 1721, in the seventh year of the reign of George,
King over Great Britain. Garret E. Brownback married
Miss Emma Evans, and has in par$ a linea! record of their
family from his ancestor Gerhart Brumback, and his wife
Mary, nee Papen, daughter of Elizabeth Rittenhouse Papen.
He also has been one of the instrumental agents in gefting
up this part of the record. Mr. Brownback was brought up
as s farmer. He now resides at Linfield, Montgomery
Co., Pa,, and is the proprietor of several creameries and is
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the maker of the famous Golden Butter, which is sold in the
18th Street and Ridge Ave. Market, Philadelphia. He is
still a member of the Reformed Church, and worships at the
old Brownback Church in Chester Co., Pa., of which his
ancestor, Gerhart Brumbach, was one of the founders and
gave the land for the burying ground and the church. And
as there is no portrait of their venerable ancestor in exist-
ence, we represent him by that of one of his descendants

bearing the same name.
AuTHOR.

3 16 3 Gertrude Papen born sbout 1697; married
Benjamin Howell, of Germantown, July
19,1721, According to the contents of his
will they had no children, as he says in his
will, recorded in Book Q., page 43, Phila-
delphia.

I give onto my well beloved wife Catharine (Gertrude) my cow, with all
the corn in the ground, or stherwise, that I may die possessed of, Also all
my household Goods and Cash found in my house after my Funeral Ex-
penses i3 paid out of the Same. I do also hereby order my Executors
hereinafter to putand place out at Interest on Good Seeurity three hundred
pounds, and the Interest money thepce arising, I do order my said
Execntors to pay yearly and every year unio my said wife during her
Natural life, and also Six ponnds which is to be paid by George Klingle
unto my said wife annually agreeable to a lease subsisting between the
gaid Klingle and myself Moreaver I give unto my said wife during the
time She Shall remain my widow the lot of land containing four acres
which I leased of Samuel Ashmead on ground rent, and whereon I now
dwell with all the appurtenances thereunto belonging. But in case my
said wife should mary again or at the death, I give and devise the said
Four acres of land with all the Buildings and Tmprovements theremunto .
belonging unto Jonathan Howell, son of my cousin John Howell hig heirs
and assigns for ever.

Item,~—1] give unto my cousin Daniel Howell a]l the money which ha
may owe me at my death. .

Ttem.—I give unto my old Servant William Brown, what money he may
owe me at my death,

Ttem.—T give unto Daniel and Jonathen Howell, Sons of the aforesaid
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John Howell Twenty Pounda each and to his two daughters Hannah and
Sarah five Pounds each.

Ttem.—I give unto my neighbor Barhara Edwards five Pounds,

Tiem.—I give unto my Consin Susanna Quick mwy big Bible,

Ttem.—T give and devise unte George Klingle, provided he Shounld out-
Yive me, my Plantation containing about fifty four acres whereon he now
dwells to him his heirs and assigne for ever he paying for the same unto my
cousin Isaac Rittenhouse the Sumt of One hundred Pounds but in case the
eaid George Klingle Should die before me, then I give the said plantation
with all the Buildings and improvements thereunto belonging unto my
constn John Howell his heirs and assigns for ever.

Ttem.—1 give unto the said Isaac Rittenhouse what money he may owe
me at my death.

Ttem.—T give and devise unto my ssid cousin John Howell all my lot of
Seven Acres of Jand which T leased of Samuel Ashmead on Ground rent
gitnate on the South mde of the Manatawny Road and joining to his other
land to him his heirs and assigna forever. 1 also give all the rent and
residue of my Estate whatsoever and wherescever to be found not herein
particularly before given away wnto my gaid consin John Howell,

Joux Howerr, Erxecutor.

Dated July 18, 1774

GEN,

3 17 4 Muargaret Rittenhouse Papen, born about 1699
(?) in Germantown ; married Jacob Shimer
{Scheimer) in 1728. He was born 1679, and
died September 17, 1757. He was born in
_ Germany and emigrated to America at an
early date. After his marriage he resided in Bebbers town-
ship, now Skippack, Montgomery county, Pa. Was natural-
ized in 1730. His first wife died rather young. They had six
children, Abraham, Anthony, Elizabeth, Mary, Catharins,
and Sarah. He married again a second time o Elizabeth
, &nd had seven children by her. Probably about the
time his first wife died he moved to Northampton county,
Pa., in the township of Lower Saucon, on & farm which he
boughi of James Egleston, in what was then known as the
forks of the Delaware, where he died in the year 1757, at
‘the-age of 78.years. His will is dated September 20, 1757,
and reads as follows : —
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Ix TEHE Nany oF God AweEN. I Jacob Shimer of Lower Saucon
Township in the county of Northampton and Provinee of Pennsylvania,
Yeoman, being Sick I body, bat of Sound wind and memory Do make
and ordain this my last will and Testament in manner following

First, I give my Soul to my dear Redeemer, and my Body to be buried.
And as to my worldly Estate and Goods, I dispose of after my debts and
funeral charges are paid, in manner following. —

I give, bequeath and dispose to my dear wife Elizabeth, one Heather
Bed, and ita farniture and fifty Pounds, to be paid to her out of my Estate
and Plantation on which T now live, and hesides daring her remaining my
widow, 2 Room in my dwelling houss, the third part of the incomes or
Profits of my Plantation aforesaid and the keeping of a Ridinghorse or
mare thereon. But if She marrieth again then her use of Room and
Plantation Shall cease. And for the enabling the Discharge of this my
will and Legacies, I give and bequeath unto my Sons Jacob and Conrad,
Subject to the payments, Conditions and Restrictions herein mentioned,
At my Decease, The house, Plantatior, grain, horses, cows, Sheep, hogs,
together with Implements of Husbandry and Chattels unto me Apper-
taining whereon I now live, and Land adjoining the Same likewize all my
Rights, Title, Interest and Claim to a certain tract of land, Sitnate in the
forks of Delaware in the county of Northampton aforesaid, Purchased
by me of James Egleston, as by Instrament of writing more fully appears,
and that the said Estate and lands shall be Equally divided between my
twa sons, Jacob and Conrad, and (under the within mentioned conditions
Payments and Reatrictions) Possassed and enjoyed by them, their Heirs,
and Assigns, '

Next, T give and Bequeath to my eldest son Abraham, all my moiety
Right and Title to a Saw mill and Plantation Situate by the River Deala-
ware on Bushkill creck, about three miles above John Kool's, Provided
he gives my executors a full Discharge for or against all Debts due, or
acoruing on the Same as also of all claim Bight or Title to any other part
of my Estate, and in ease of his refusal or noncompliance to the same,
Then T give him in lienand instead of the said mill one Bhilling Sterling
value, and no more of my whole Estate, and to my Son Anthony ¥ give
one Shilling like value and a discharge of a debt of ten Pounds lately lent
him, and no more of my whole Estate.

Tiem,—I give to my Daughter Blizabeth Vickeson the Sum of ten Pounds
Pennsylvania. Currenay, also, I give to my Daughter Mary Shoemaker, the
Sum of ten Pounds like Currency, also I give and begueath to my Daughter
Catharine Young, the like Sum of ten Pounds and I give to my Daughter
Sarah, the Sum of ten Pounds. The which Sums or Legacies shall he
paid by my Executors unte my above named daughters, their Heirs, or
Assigns, at the Expiration of Nine years after my Deceage.  And it is my
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will and appointment that my Son, Sammuel shall soon after my Decease be
apprenticed, and by my trustees bound to a tradesman for that purpose till
of age, and then I give him, to be paid out of my Plantation and Estate
(hereby wiiled to my Sons, Jacob apd Conrad,) the Sum of Eighty Seven
Pounds Lawfnl money of Pennsylvania. And I do also appeint and im-
power my two Trustees herein named to do the Same by my Son Edward,
till of age, and then T give him alsp the sum of Bighty-Seven Pounds, to
be paid by my sons, Jacob and Conrad out of the Said Plauntation ; and T
do alyo hereby appoint the same fo be done by my Son Peter untill he
comes to the age of twenty-one years, and then I give and bequeath to
him the Sum of Bighty Saven Pounds like Carreney, and next I give to
my Sons Isaae and John each the sum of Eighty Seven Pounds like car-
rency as aforesaid, to be paid unto them by my Sons Jacob and Conrad
when they arrive ai the age of twenty-one years; and if there shall appear
to be overplus or surplus Estate belong to me and not berehy Bequeathed,
I give Bequeath and digpose of all such to my Eidest Son Jacob, and in
case any of theze Seven children by my present wife Shonld die during
their minority, Then his or their parts shall be Equally divided between my
Surviving children by my present wife and not otherwise, and T do nomi-
nate and appoint my son in law Michael SBhoemaker, and my beloved friend
Anthony Lerch, t0 be Trustees of this my will, and to have Power of
Binding to Trades my Sons, Samuel, Edward and Peter. But my Dear
wife to be Sole Gardean and have power to Bind to trades my Sons Isaac
and John, and I do also hereby nominate and ordain and appoint my Dear
Wife my Son Jacob and my Bon Conrad, to be Executrix and Execntors of
this my Jast will and Testament and I do hereby Revoke all former wills
by me made and pronounce, Publish, and declare this to be my last will,
and In witness whercof 1 have herennto seb my band and Seal to certify
and eonfirm the Same this twentieth day of September in the year of Our
Lord One thonsand Seven hundred and fifty seven, and thirtieth year of
hir Majesties Reign.

Bealed, Signed, Published and delivered In the Presence of us who at
his request Set our hands a3 Witnesses to the Same

Axnzorw LercH Ja JACODB SCHEIMER [sEarn]
JoEN Jones JR

To WniiaMm ProssteEsD, EsQ.

&ir. We are to inform you that we whose names are hereunto Sigoed,
sre the Executrizs and Esxecutors named in the last will and testament
of Jacoh Sheimer of Lower Saumcon in the county of Northempion
deceased.

The which Will, we do deliver into the hands of Jacob Shimer Jr (who
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s the other of the Executors named in the 8d. 'Will) In order to get it

confirmed aceording to law.
As Witness our hands this fourth day of Oct. 1757
ELIZABETT -if SuMEeR
Mark
Conrap SmmmER
Oct 5, 1757.
Jacob Shimer one of the Exeentors

now gnalified, the others, &e.
Pomapereaia Qct. 5, 1757

Then pemonally appeared Anthony Lerch and John Jones, the witnesses
to the foregoing Will and on Oath did declare they saw and heard Jacob
Shimer the testator therein named, Sign, Seal, Publish and declare the
Same will for and as his last Will and Testament and that at the doing
thereof he was of Sound mind memory and understanding to the best ot
their Knowledge WiLLIAM PLUMSTEAD.

The above will is recorded Book 10, page 9, Philadelphia.

The following documents are in the possession of Col.
Nicholas Rittenhouse at Baltimore, from which T copied: A
Bond from Jacob Shimer, of Skippack, in the county of
Philadelphia, to Claus Rittinghausen, paper maker, of
same county, executor of the last will and testament of Hei-
vert Papen, for the sum of £10, current silver money of
America, dated September 1, 1724.

A bond dated March 5, 1710 to 1711, by Claus Reeten-
houss papermaker, for £6.

A bond of Claus Rittinghuis, 1722,

A release of Christiana Papen, Spinster, against the ex-
ecutors of Claus Rittenhounse, August 17, 1784

Release of Garret Brownback, Jacob Shimer, Jan Jansen,
Catharine Papen, and Claus Rittenhouse, dated November
26, 1720.
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Oot. yo 21t 1757,

A Just AND TRUE AccounT

125

Of the appraizement of the Estate of Jacob Sheimer deceased, appraised

by Rudolph Overlay and Michael Lintts

for horse gears and one old Saddle, . . . . . . . . ..
2 chests, and 2old Baxzels, . . . . . . . . . . ...
5 Augurs, 3 chissels, and Steel for a entting box, .
Ironthings, . + « « v« v v 4 v v v v e s e e e
Pewter, . . . . . .« v i it it e
apairof Stillards, . . . . . ... ... .. ...
a dresser and earthern ware, trenches, 1 tankard, . .

'a Dongh trongh and big Spiaping Wheel, . . . . . .
aclothe press, « « « « v v 4 & v vt t e e e ..
anTronStove, + « « v 4 b v h s e e e e e e e
atableanddchairs, . . . . . . . . ... ... ..
WO B0o0KS, v + v 4 v s i e e e s e e e e e .
apairof Wool Cards, . . . .. . ... ... ...
aHat, « o . 0 . e e e e e e e e
a 8utt of Cloath, snd Great Coat, . . . . . . . . ..
twobed Sheets, - + . . + - + = = 4 . L 4 4 ...
two bede and beddings, . . - . . . . - . . ... ..
FightBages, . . . .« « v v v v v v o v o v o
anlron plate, . .+ . . . - . - . ...
aToband Zpails, . . . . .« . o v v o0 0L,
EWO OXOH, - « = » =« - s b 4 s e e a e e s
aGrindStone, . . . - . i it e e e
3o0ld hoesapd Loldepade, . . . . . . . . ... ..
2 plonghs and what belongs to them, . . . . . . ., .
an irgn barr and harrowteeth, . . . . . . . L oL, .
4 Bnpty casks, 15 barrela, and 3 hogsheads, . . .. .
BWBEZOD, + « v+ « v b v b b e e h e e e
a plautation wagon, . . . . . .. oL L.,
aMareandColt, . . - . . . .. ... ... ...
aWorkinghorse, . . . . . . .+ .. .o
anoldhorse, . . . . 4 .t i b e i e e e
aftonahomse, - + - - -« v i b 4 e e e e
108heep, - - « v« - o v h e e e e e .
6 shoats and Tamall pigs, - - . - . - = . . o . ...
AMIKCOWE, =+ « « = « « « & & « = ¢ 2 % « v v u s
Tharrencattle, . « « + « + « ¢ ¢ 4 v 4 e a e .
9Barrels of cider, - . . .« . .+ i ¢ 0 v v ...
50 Bushels of wheat, . « « « . - v . - 4 . v . 0 ..

-
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£ 8 D

corn sowed intheground, . . . . . . . . .. L. .. m o 0
awind Mill and enttingbox, . . . . . . ... oL 2 15 0
spleceof woodland, . . . . - . . . . . ... 41 g 0
the Dwelling house apd Plantation, . . . . . . ... 253 0 0
405 10 6

[FroM DE. JACOE SHIMER.]
JACOB SCHEIMER.

The name of the subject of this sketch first appears in a
Low Dutch manuseript memorandum, found among the
Rittenhouse papers, dated 1722, in Germantown, Pa. Next
we find a notice that he was a subscriber to Ax’s Burying
Ground (Lutheran), in Germantown, in 1724.

According to the Pennsylvania Archives, he was natu-
ralized in 1730, and paid quit to the English Government on
100 acres, prior to 1734, Skippack, Pa. This tract of land
was situate in the township of Germantown, in the county
of Philadelphia, and was conveyed to John Ashmead, black-
smith, of Philadelphia, on the 5th day of March, in the year
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and twenty-eight.

The deed was recorded ye 29th day of March, a.p. 1734,
in Deed Book, ¥, No. 6, page 398, in the Recorder’s office,
Philadelphia, Pa.

As no record of immigrants was kept until the year 1727,
the date of his arrival in this country is not known, nor the
name of the place from whence he came; but as his auto-
graph signature appears in German in his will, and as nearly
all the early German settlers of Germantown came from the
Rhine Province, the latier was most likely his native place,

He was married first to Margaret, the fourth daughter of
Heivert Papen and Elizabeth Rittenhouse, the only daugh-
ter of Willem Riittinghuysen. The date of their marriage
is not known. He was an adherent of the Ausburg Confes-
gion of Faith, as his subsequent religious history shows.
Rev. Dr. Mann, of the Lutheran Theological Seminary, in a
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historical discourse says; “Two hundred years ago the first
German emigrants came to our beautiful Pennsylvania. They
were few in number . . . they came as Christians . . .
and, being unprovided with churches, they united with the
Quakers and Mennonites and worshiped with them.” But
all historians agree that the Mennonites kept no Church
Books from 1710 to 1770, or they were lost. Prior to 1735-
40 no Lutheran denomination had been organized, except
the Zion Lutheran Church of Philadelphia, and the record
of that church does not contain the names of Jacob Scheimer
and Margaret Papen in its Marriage List. But other docu-
ments prove that they were married between the years 1720
and 1722. One of these is a certificate on file in the Regis-
ter of Wills’ office, and reads as follows: —

THESE ARE T0 CERTIFY all persons whom it may coneern, that we, the
herennder written heirs of Heivert Papen, have made up the accountswith
Ciaus Riittinghuysen and Abrahame Tunis, the Executors of our father's
Tagt will and testaments, this seventeenth day of March, ore thousand seven
hundred and pineteen and twenty. They having dispersed, by their
acaounts, one hundred and ninety-nine pounds, pineteen shillmgs and four
pence to the bringing of us up, and repairing of houses, as also paid unto
1s in Bonds and Bills, the sum of one hundred and four pounds and fifteen
phillings. The receipt whereof we do hereby acknowledge, and own our-
selves satisfied therewith.

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands the day and year
above written.

Hia
GERHARD X BROWNBACK.

Mark,
JAN JANSEN.

Her
GERTRUDE ¢ PAPEN.
Mark.
Her
Marearer X Paren.
Mark.

Brownback and Jansen signed the above as representa-
tives of their wives, but Gerirude and Margaret Papen, being
unmarried, appear in their own names.

The Low Dutch memorandum already referred to men-
tions the names of Brownback, Fansen, and Scheimer as
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representatives of the three married daughters of Heivert
Papen, and the names of Catharine and Christiana, the two
single daughters, which, in connection with the above men-
tioned certificate, is presumptive evidence that they were
married between the years 1720 and 1722.

Margaret died between the years 1729 and 1732, but the
exact date cannot be dstermined, as no record could be found ;
neither is the place of her interment known.

They had six children: 1, Abraham; 2, Anthony; 3
Elizabeth, married Vickeson; 4, Mary, married Shoemaker;
5, Catharine, married Young; 6, Sarah.

Jacob Scheimer married again, and his wife’s Christian
name, Elizabeth, enly is known. The eldest child, Jacob,
was born June 4, 1734. They had seven sons: 1, Jacob; 2,
Conrad ; 8, Samuel , 4, Edward ; 5, Peter; 6, Tsaac; 7, John.
Jacob, Edward, and Isaac only left issue.

In the year 1736 Jacob Scheimer moved from Skippack
to & plentation situated on the northern slope of the South
Mountain, bordering on the south bank of the Lehigh River,
below Bethlehem, Pa., where he died September 17, 1757,
aged 78 years.

He was twenty years the senior of his first wife, and ahout
the same of his second wife, and was seventy years old when
his youngest child, John, was born.

GENM.

3 18 5 [Flizabeth Papen, born about 1700: married
Jan Jansen December 29,1719, in the First -
Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia. See
“ Colonial Records Early Marriages,” page
37. She died prior to 1728, as records will
show. T have not been able fo obtain any further know-
ledge about this family.






Jacon RITrENHOUSE,

Born about 1725 (?), died 1811, Paper Manufaeturer ; has heen a member
of the Minute Men of 1776,
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CHILDEEN OF NO. 5.

WILLIAM RITTENHOUSE?, OF NICHOLAS? OF -~
" WILLEM:!.

4 19 1 Nicholas Rittenhouse, born 1719: died 1787; .

" married Catharine Nyse Qctober 18, 1741
had-two sons, Martin and William. Resi-
dencs, Roxborough, Philadelphia.

4 20 2 William Rittenhouse, born married
. He had two children,
William and Barbara. Residence, Rox-

borough, Philadelphia;

4 21 3 Jacob Rittenkouse, borm
died 1811 without issue. He was the great
grandson of Willem Rittenhouse, the
founder of the paper-mill near German-
town, who was sneceeded by his son Klaus
(Nleholas), who left it to his son William, When he died
his son Jacob became the owner, and carried on the business
until 1811, when he died, and a family by the name of
Markle, also paper-makers, occnpied the mill. One of this
family, Jacob Markle, roarried Catharine, the widow of
Isaac Riitenhouse, of Roxborough, Philadelphia. Her
maiden name was Schwariz.
Jacob Rittenhouse was a member of the Mennonite Church
at Germantown.

4 22 4  Abraham Rittenhouse, born 1723; died in
1815, His wife was Ann ———— He
had a grist and merchant mill above
Paper-ill Run, on theWissahickon, near
the Red Bridge, abont a half mile below

where the paper mill stood. He was 2 member of the Men-

nonite Church at Germantown and was chosen one of the
9
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Building Committes to superintend the building of the
Mennonite Meeting-house at Germantown in 1770; he also
willed fifty dollars to said Society.

ABSTRACT OF THE WILL OF ABRAHAM RITTEN-
HOTSE.
Tiem.

I give and bequeath to the nse of the Mennonite Meeting-house in
Germantown the Smum of Hifty dollars to be paid into the hands of the
Elders or Deacons theveof in One year after my decease to them or their
Successors for the use aforesaid.

Ttem.—T give 2nd bequeath anto my housekeeper Susan Fasoon, in con-
stderation of her Faithfuloes a Bed, Bedstead and Bedding heretofore in
her use and the Sum of fifty dollars,

I give devize and hequeath all the rest and residence of my Hstate not
herein befove willed and bequeathed that is to say all that the Messuage
wherein I now dwell with the Grist and Merchant Mill on the waters of the
‘Wissahickon Creek, and all the Plantation tracts, Lot, pieces and pareels,
of land unto me belonging Situate Roxborough Township sforesaid, with
every of the buildings water rights and Appurtenances unto the Same
belonging together with all my personal estate of every desmiption not
herein befors willed and bequeathed unto my three Sons namely Enoch
Rittenhonse, Samuel Rittenhonse, and Jacob Rittenhouse.

Will probated 1815,

COPIED FROM A PRINTED NOTICE.

Philadelphia 1788.
The inhabitants of Roxborow Township are hereby notified to meet at
the house of Nathan Levering the 12 day of Janvery between the howrs
of 2 and 5 in the afternoon to elect two frecholders to assist in assessing
the Said Township for furnishing the quota of this State towards paying
the interest of the debts of the United States and for funding and paying
the interest of the publie debta of this State for the year 1788,
Asnsray RYITENAQUSE, Assessor.
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aEN. . -

4 23 b .Isaec Ritfenhouse, born 1725 (7); died 1796 (7);
married Catharine Schwartz. Lived in
Roxborough township, Philadelphia coun-
ty, Pa. He and his wife connected them-
selves with the Mennonite Church at
Germantown in 1771. He had three chil-
dren, Peter, Sarah, and Isaac. % 5 7

4 24 6 John Riftenhouse, born 1742; died 1796;
married Margaret Conrad September 7,
1767. She was a daughter of Cornelius
and Margaret (Kolb) Conrad. In later
years it appears they resided in Bucks
county, Pa.; in the vicinity of Line Lexington. Margaret,
the wife of John Rittenhouse, was born Merch 7, 1749,and
died April 10,1812, Her mother, Margaret (Kolb) Conrad
died May 9, 1809, aged 85 years, 7 months, 5 days. She
was the daughtpr-of Isase Kolb, of North Wales, Mont-
gomery county, Pa. They had nine children—Michael,
Jacob, Daniel, Margaret, Ann, John, Cornelius, Susanng, and
Henry. They were Mennonites at Germantown.

4 25 7 Mary Ritienhouse, married, first, William
Heisler, and had eight children—rviz.,
John, Abraham, Mary, Susan, Ann, Eliza,
George.
After the death of her first husband she
was married again, o John Cook. Had
no issue by last marriage.

4 26 8 Susan Ritienhouss, married Jacob Bright
L February 1,1751 (formerly Brecht). Their
children were Michael and Mary. I find

the name of Jacob Bright recorded in the

“. .Pennsylvania Archives, Second Series,

Vol. 8, Early Marriages, as Jacob Brecht.
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GEXN,

4 27 9 Margaret Rittenhouse, married Peter Smith and
had three children, resided at Germantown.

4 928 10 Barbara Ritfenhouse, born about 1730. Her
first marriage was with Balzer Trout on
March 31, 1755, in Zion Church, Phila-
delphia, who died young and left one
daughter, Susanna Trout, who died un-
married. She was again married to Isaac Kolb, of Skip-
pack, Montgomery county, Pa.,and had four children—viz.,
John, William, Jacob, and Nicholas. They resided in the
vicinity of Pittville, east of Germantown, where a number
of their descendants yet live. They connected themselves
with the Mennonite Church at Germantown in 1771.

CHILDREN OF NUMBER 6.

HENRY RITTENHOUSE,* OF NICHOLAS,2 OF
WILLEM.1
4 29 1 Wilhelmina Riftenhouse born August 5, 1721,
died May 5,1791, aged 69 years, 9 months;
m. Dillman Kolb, son of Martin Kolb,
a minister in the Mennonite Church at
Skippack, Monfgomery county, Pz., who
came to America from the Palalinate in 1707 and settled at
Germantown, and in 1709 moved to Skippack, Montgomery
county, Pa., where Dillman was born March 2, 1719, and
died October 19, 1799, aged 80 years, 5 months, 6 days.
They are buried at the old Skippack Mennonite meeting-
house, where they were members. Occeupation, farmer.
Dillman Kolb, and Isaac Kolb, mentioned above, who
married Barbara Rittenhouse, were brothers, and their
wives were cousins. Dillman Kolb had the following named
children—Esther, Magdalena, Henry, Daniel, Martin, Isaae,
Matthiag, and Wilhelmina.
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EN.

4 30 2 Willion Rittenhouse, born 1723. He was
married and had, as far as known, six
children — viz, Joseph, Zacharish, Wil-
helmina, William, Susan, Katie. Many
of his descendants live in the western part
of the Siate, a number of them in Mifflin
county, Penna., in the vicinity of Lewis-
town, Pa.

4 31 3 Nicholas Rittenhouse, born 1725; died March
23,1777; married Ann , died March
26, 1777, aged B2 years. Had the follow-
ing children, Susanna, Edward, Isaac,
Mary, Nicholas, Richard, Samuel, Henry.
We find his will recorded in Book R, No. 15, page 15, at
Philadelphia, and proven 1777. He is buried at Worcester
Mennonite Meeting-house, Montgomery county, Pa., where
he held mmembership. He wa¥ a farmer.

4 32 4 Henry Biftenhouse, born July, 14, 1730; died
~——1794, married Sophia Farnhard ; she
was born July 14,1730 ; died December 17,
1800. Their children were Christopher,
William, Wilkelmina, David, Joseph,
Henry. They are buried at the Worcester
Mennonite Meeting-housze, Montgomery
] county, Pa. He was a farmer.
ool 32
4 33 5 Matthias Rittenhouse, born 1702, on July 14,
and died June 8, 1793 ; married Catharine
, Who died August 10, 1793, in Wor-
cester, Montgomery county, Pa. Buried
at the Mathatchon Mennonite Meeting-
‘house. There are Matthias, Joseph, Sarah,
Catharine, Molly, Nancy, Minnie, Magda-
lena. Farmer. Mennonites.
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CHILDREN OF NO. 7.

MATTHIAS RITTENHOUSE} OF NICHOLAS? OF
WILLIAMN
GEN.

4 34 1 Margaret Rittenhouse, born about 1728; mar-
ried Edward Morgan; had, as far as
known, one son, named Morgan Morgan.

-4 35 2 Andrew Riftenhouse, died in infancy,
4 36 3 .Jonathan Rittenhouse, died young.

4 87 4 David Rittenhouse, born April 8, 1732, in
Roxborongh  township, Philadelphia
county, Pa. The house in which be was
born was built in 1707, as appears from
the date-stone, or tablet, in the gable-

end, and is still standing and occupied by a family (1893).

He was the oldest son of the family who survived the age

of infancy and grew to manhood. He was the son of Mat-

thias Rittenhouse of the third generation, who was born

1708, and in 1727 married Elizabeth Willizms, the

danghter of a native of Wales, named Evan Williams.

David was married on February 20, 1766, to Eleanor Couls-

ton. She died December, 1770, and in December; 1772, he

married Hannah Jacobs, his second wife. He died June

26, 1796, aged 64 years, 2 months, and 18 days.

He was the celebrated American astronomer, born in
Roxborough, near Germantown. At the age of two years,
his father removed with his family to a farm in Norriton,
now Montgomery county, and David resided there until
1770, when he moved to Philadelphia, on Arch and Seventh
Streets.

His first marriage was with Eleanor Coulston, danghter of
Bernard Coulston, a reputable farmer in the neighborhood,
and & member of the religious Society called Quakers.
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Mr. David Rittenhouse was not himself a member of any
particular church or denomination, but the marriage was
solemnized at Norriton by the Rev. Thomas Barton, who
went thither for the purpose at his brother-in-law’s request
{David Rittenhouse).

The second wife of David Rittenhouse was sister of John
and Israel Jacobs, who were well-informed country gentle-
men; the former was Speaker of the General Assembly of
Pennsylvania, and the latter a member of Congress after
the Revolution,

By this second marriage there was but one child, a
daughter, who died in her infancy. Mrs. Rittenhouse sur-
vived her husband little more than three years. She died
October, 1799,

A momnment of granite, about twelve feet high, was
erected to the memory of David Rittenhouse in the year of
1884, in the Court-house yard ai Norristown, Montgomery
county, Pa.

In 1751 Rev. Thomas Barton, of Lancaster county, Pa.,
an alumnus of Trinity College, Dublin, who aflerward
married the sister of David Rittenhouse and becams
8 Professor in the University of Pennsylvania, supplied him
with books and taught him Latin and Greek.

The children of David Rittenhouse were two daughters,
Elizabeth and Esther, both by the first marriage.

There was one daughter by the second marriage, but she
died quite young.

PATERNAL ANCESTORS OF DAVID RITTERHOUSE.

The paternal ancestors of our “ Philosopher,” David Rit-
tenhouse, were early and long seated at Arnheim, a fortified
city on the Rhine and capital of the distriet of Velewe or
Veluive, sometimes called the Velau, in the Batavian prov-
ince of Guelderland, where it is said they manufactured
paper during the course of some generations,
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William Bariton, son of Rev. Thomas Barton, the
brother-in-law of David Rittenhouse, says: “ Having been
in Holland in the summer of 1778, I adverted, while in
Amsterdam, to the circumstance of the Rittenhouses of Penn-
sylvanis having come into America from some part of the
United Provinces; and his euriosity being excited by his con-
sanguineous connection with that family, he endeavored to
obtain some information concerning them. The following
was the result of his inquiries:” He found a Mr. Adrian
Rittinghuysen (so he himself wrote his name) residing in that
city. This venerable man, who was then (1778) eighty-five
years of age, appeared to be at least independent in his con-
dition, and had probably retired from business, the part of the
city in which he resided (the Egelantier’s Gracht, or Canal)
not exhibiting the appearance of a street of trade. The infor-
mation derived from this respectable old man was, that his
forefathers had long been established at Archeim ; that his
father, Nicholas, was a paper manufaciurer in that city, as
others of the family had been, and that his father’s brother,
William, went with his family to North America, where he
some time afterward, as he had understood, established the
paper mills at Germantown. He further stated that he had
only one child, a daughter, who was married and resided
at The Hague, and that he was himself, as he believed,
the last of his family mame remaining in the United
Provinces.

In the “Biographical Dictionary” by 8. L. Blake, D. D,
we find the following: Conradus Rittershusius, a learned
civilian, born af Brunswick September 25, 1560. He
studied at Helmstadt and afterward became professor of law
at Altorf, where he eontinued to reside till his death in 1613,
though he had the most liberal invitations from German
and Dutch universities. He edited “ Oppious Cynegeticon ”
and some other works.

His son George wrote the life of his father. And his son
Nicholas was afterward professor of law at AHorf, and
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published “ Genealogiz Imperatorum, Regum, Ducum, Com-
itum,” ete., 7 volumes, folio. He died 1870.

As far as known, the first of the Rittenhouses who migra-
ted to America was named William, generally called Wil-
lem, or Wilhelm ; it appears by examining records that he
moved from Broich to Arnbeim, thenee to Amsterdam, Hol-
land, where he yet lived in 1678, and became a citizen of
Amsterdam ; and at that time his brother, Heinrich Nicho-
las, his mother, and sister were living in Broich, near Falk-
enstein, in Rheinland. In what year he left Amsterdam is
not exactly konown, but according to records he seftled in
Germantown in 1688. There has been a genealogical record
of the family in the possession of Rev. Thomas Barton,
which stated that Garret {or Gerard) and Nicholas Ritten-
house arrived at New York from Holland so late as the
year 1690. (It appears, according to other records, to have
been a fow years earlier.) It likewise states that Nicholas
there married Wilhelmina Dewees, a sister of William De-
wees, who came thither sbout the same time, and that, soon
afterward, they all moved to the neighborhood of German-
town in Pennsylvania, where Willem Rittenhouse was
instrumental in having established the first paper mill ever
erected in America. Garret and Nicholas were sons of
Willem. They also had a sister named Elizabeth, who mar-
ried Heivert Papen.

DAVID RITTENHOUSE, THE AMERICAN
ASTRONOMER.

Nicholas Rittenhouse, the grandfather of our philosopher,
died 1734, leaving three sons, William, Henry, and Maithias.
The latter was the father of David Rittenhouse, the philoso-

her,
? The old stock of Rittenhouses in America were Mennon-
ites, or followers of Mennce Simons. The leader of that
Church at that time was one of the first reformers; he was
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born 1492, died 1569. His native home was'Witmarsum, in
the Bavarian province of Friesland.

The fundamental principles of the followers of Menno are,
in some respects, similar to those of the people called
Quakers; they use, likewise, great plainness of dress, and ad-
here to some of the practices of the primitive Christian
Church. But this peaceable sect baptize adults, and do not
swear an oath. They call themselves “ defenseless Chris-
tians,” being strictly opposed to all warfare, and during the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries they suffered terribly at
the stake and by other methods of persecution.

It was of Dirk Willems, a Mennonite, burned in 1569 for
having been rebaptized and holding meetings in his house,
that Motley tells a pathetic story, copied from Van Braght.
To escape threatened capture he fled across a lake covered
with thin ice. One of his pursuers, more eager than wise,
followed, and, breaking through, was unable to extricate
himself. Willems, seeing the danger of hia adversary, re-
turned and assisted him to the shore, when the base wretch,
with urequaled ingratitnde, arrested his rescuer and hur-
ried him away to prison. There were very nearly as many
martyrs among the Mennonites in the eity of Antwerp alone
as there were Protestants burned to death in England during
the whole reign of Bloody Mary, thus showing the principles
and sufferings of the defenseless people af that time, among
whom were our ancesiors, the Rittenhouses.

Willem Rittinghuysen, the first Mennonite preacher in
Pennsylvania, and ordained the first Mennonite bishop in
America in 1701, came with his family and others of the
same persuasion to Germantown in 1688, and on a branch
of the Wissahickon Creek, in Roxborough township, built
in 1690 the earliest paper mill in America. It is with ref-
erence to this mill that Gabriel Thomas, a quaint old
chronicler of the seventeenth century, says: “All sorts of
very good paper are made in the German Town,” and i
supplied the paper used by William Bradford, the first
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printer in Pennsylvania, as well as the first in New York,
Here, on the 8th of April, 1732, David Rittenhouse, a great-
grandson of the emigrant, was born.

His mother, Elizabeth Williams, was the daughter of
Evan Williams, a native of Wales, and probably one of the
Quaker converts who came from that country and setiled a
number of townships in Pennsylvania.

When he was two years old his father, Matthias, removed
with his family to a farm in Norriton, now Montgomery
county, and naturally enough he determined that David, the
oldest son, should follow the same pursuit. As soon, there-
fore, as he was strong enough to be of assistance, he was put
to the ordinary farm work, and he plowed and harrowed,
sowed and reaped, like all the boys by whom he was sur-
rounded. His tastes, however, ran in another direction, and
one of those occurrences which are sometimes called acei-
dents gave him an opportunity to gralify them. An uncle,
who was 'a carpenfer, died, leaving a chest of tools, and
among them a few hooks, containing the elements of arith-
metic and geomelry and some mathematical calculations.
These things, valueless to every ope else, becarae a freasure
to David, then about twelve years old, and they seem to have
determined the bent of his Iife. The handies of his plow,
and even the fences around the fields, he covered with math-
ematical calculations. At the age of eight he made a com-
plete water-mill in miniature. At sevenieen he made a
wooden clock, and afterward one in metal. Having thus
tested his ability in an art in which he had never received
any instruction, he secured from his somewhat reluctant
father money enough to buy in Philadelphia the necessary
tools, and after building a shop by the roadside, set up in
business as a elock and mathematical instrument maker.

His days were given to labor at his chosen frade and his—
nights to study. By too close application he injured his
health, contracting an affection of the lungs, attended with
great pain, that clung to him all of his life and seriously
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interfered with his writing, but he solved the most abstruse
mathematical and astronomical problems, discovering for
himself the method of fluxions. For a long time he believed
himself its originator, being unaware of the controversy be-
tween Newton and Letbnitz for that great honor. “What a
mind was here!” said Dr. Benjamin Rush later, in g burst of
enthusiastic admiration. “ Without literary friends or society,
and with but two or three books, he became,"before he had
reached his four-and-twentieth year, the rival of two of the
greatest mathematicians of Europe.”

Hemastered the “ Principia” of Newton in an English trans-
lation, and became so engrossed in the study of optics that he
wrote of himseif in 1756, during the French and Indian War,
that should the enemy invade his neighborhood he would prob-
ably be slain making a telescope, a3 was Archimedes while
tracing geometrical figures on the sand. In 1751 the Rev.
Thomas Barton, of Lancaster eounty, an alumnus of Trinity
College, Dublin, who afterward married the sister of Ritten-
house and became a professor in the University of Penmnsyl-
vania, went to Norriton to teach school, and, making the
acquainfance of the young philosopher and clock malker,
they beeame warm friends. Barton supplied him with books
from which he obtained a knowledge of the Latin and
Greek languages, and two years later brought to him from
Europe a number of scientific works. Though his clocks
had become celebrated for their accuracy, and he had ob-
tained a local reputation for astronomical information, it
seems to have been through Barton that the attention of men
of learning was first drawn to him. Among these were Dr.
Willlam Smith, provost of the University, John Lukens,
Surveyor-General (another Pennsylvania Dutchman, whose
direct paternal ancestor, Jan Lucken, settled in Germantown
in 1683), and Richard Peters, Provincial Secretary. Through
the last named he was called upon in 1763 to perform his
first public service, and one of very serious importance, It
was provided in an agreement between the Penns and ILord






(il

Famr View, Mosrtcomery Co., I'A.
ToeeE Hovse 1IN witon DAVID RITTENHOUSE MADE HIS FIRST OBSERVA-
TIONS AXD HIS FIRsT WoubpEN CLOCK.
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Baltimore, settling the disputed boundary of their respective
provinces, that a circle should be drawn with a radius of
twelve miles around the town of Newcastle. With instru-
ments of his own manufacture Rittenhouse laid out this
circle topographically, and alone he made & number of
tedious and infrieate calculations in such a satisfactory man-
ner that he was tendered extra compensation. The as-
tronomers, Mason and Dixon, furnished with the best instru-
ments for the purpose that could be made in England, ac-
cepted Rittenhouse’s circle without change when,in 1768,
they completéd their famous line, which for so many years,
divided the Free from the Slave States. The point where
the forty-first degree of Iatitude, the northern limit of New
Jersey, reaches the Hudson was fixed by Rittenhouse, at the
request of a commission appointed by New York and New
Jersey, in 1769, and in this peaceful way, by an appeal to the
telescope rather than ordnance, were settled between adjacent
independent States questions which, in other lands, have
frequently led to sanguinary wars. i

In 1767 the University of Pennsylvania conferred on him
the honorary degree of Master of Arts, because, as was said
by the Provost, of his improvement by the felicily of natural
genius in mechanics, mathematies, and astronomy.

“He had an observatory* on the eminence above Provi-
dence Presbyterian Church, a locality which afforded a
sweep of the heavens east and west of mear fifty miles,
and north and south half the distance. Here he and
Franklin, who was a frequent visitor, studied astronomy,
electricity, and kindred subjects. - So industrious was he, -
that with the aid of three or four books, before his twenty-
fifth year, he was able to read the Principia of Newton in
Latin, and it is asserted that he discovered the method of
fluxions, usually attributed to Newion or Leibnitz.—Buck’s

Higtory of Monigomery County.

* Not s special building, bt in all probability he used an upper room in
the same house where he made his first clock.
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“In 1764 his father moved to another farm, giving the
homestead to David, who, on the 20th of Febrnary, 1766,
married Eleanor Coulston, daughter of Bernard Coulston, a
farmer of the neighborhood, of which name there are many
respectable families still residing in Montgomery county.

“Very early in his career his attention was drawn to the
variations in the oscillations of the pendulum, caused by
the expansion and contraction of the material of which it is
made, and appreciating the importance of an aecurate chro-
nometer, he devised a novel and satisfactory plan of compensa-
tion by attaching to the pendulum a bent tube of glass,
partially filled with alcohol and mercury. In 1767 he wrote
a paper for the Pennsylvania Gazette upon the famous prob-
lem of Archimedes, and made some experiments upon the
compressibility of waler, reaching the conclusion, notwith-
standing the tests of the Florentine Academy, that it was
compressible. The same year he made a thermometer based
upon the principle of the expansion and contraction of met-
als. An index moved upon a flat surface over a semicircle,
which was graduated according to the Fahrenheit degrees of
heat. During the present century Breguet has obtained munch
reputation by inventing anew this forgotten instrument.

“ A greater mechanical design was, however, now in con-
templation than any he had before undertaken. He con-
ceived the idea of endeavoring to represent by machinery
the planetary systern. Similar attempts had previously
been made, but all had represented the planetary move-
ments by circles, being mere approximations, and none were
able to indicate the astronomical phenomena at any partic-
ular time. The production of Rowley, a defective machine,
giving the movement of only two heavenly bodies, was
bought by George I for a thousand guineas. Rittenhouse
determined to construct an instrument not simply to gratify
the curious, but which would be of practical value to the
student and professor of astronomy. After three years of
faithful labor, in the course of which, refusing to be guided
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by the astronomical tables already prepared, he made for
bimself the caleulations of all the movements required in
this delicate and elaborate piece of mechanism, he completed
in 1770 his celebrated orrery. Around a brass sun revelved
ivory or brass planets in elliptieal orbits properly inclined
toward each other, and with velocities varying as they ap-
proached their aphelia or perihelia. Jupiter and his satel-
lites, Saturn with his rings, the Moon and her phases, and
the exact time, quantity, and duration of her eclipses; the
eclipses of the Sun and their appearances at any particular
place on the earth, were all accurately displayed in minia-
ture. The relative sifuations of the members of the Solar
System at apy period of time for five thousand years back-
ward or forward could be shown in & moment. It is not
difficult to appreciate the enthusiasm with which this proof
of a rare genius was received mors than a century ago, but
it is entertaining fo witness the expression of it.

“‘A most beautiful machine. * * * It exhibits
almost every motion in the astronomical world,’ wrote John
Adams, who was always a little cautious about praising the
work of other people. Samuel Miller, D. D, in his * Retro-
spect, said : ‘ But among all the contrivances which have
been executed by modern talents, the machine invented by
our illustrions countryman, Dr. David Rittenhouse, and
modestly called by him an orrery, after the production of
Greham, 1s by far the most curicus and valuable, whether
wo consider its beautiful and ingenious structure, or the
extent and accuracy with which it displays the celestial
phenomena.’

““There is not the like in Furope,’ said Dr. Gordon, the
English historian; and Dr. Morse, the geographer, added,
anticipating what has actually occurred : ° Every combina-
tion of machinery may be expected from a country a native
son of which, reaching this inestimable object in its highest
point, has epitomized the motions of the spheres that roll
throughout the universe.’
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“His friend, Thomas Jefferson, wrote: ‘A machine far
surpassing in ingenuity of contrivance, ageuracy, and utility
anything of the kind ever before constructed. * * * *
He has not, indeed, made a world, but he has by imitation
approached nearer its Maker than any man who has lived
from the creation to this day.’

“ Barlow, the author of that pondercus poem, the ¢ Colum-
biad,’ put in thyme:—

‘Bee the sage Rittenhouse, with ardent eye,

Lift the long tube and pierce the starry sky ;

He marks what laws the eccentric wanderers bind,
Copies creation in his forming mind,

And Iids beaeath his hand in semmblance rise
With mimie orbs the labors of the skies.’

“ Two untversities vied with each other for its possession,
and after Dr. Witherspoon, of Princeton College, had
secured it for £300, Dr. Smith, of the University of Penn-
sylvania, wrote, with a slight touch of spleen: ‘This Pro-
vinee is willing to honor him as her own, and believe me,
many of his friends regretted that he should think so little
of his noble invention as to consent to let it go to a willege.
Smith was mollified, however, by an engagement immedi-
ately undertaken to construet a duplicate, and he delivered
a series of lectures on the subject to raise the money
required. Wondering crowds went to see it, and after the
Legislature of Pennsylvania had viewed it in a body, they
passed & resolution giving Riftenhouse £300 as a testimony
of their high sense of his mathematical genius and mechan-
ical abilities, and entered into an agreement with him to
have a still larger one made, for which they were io pay
#£400. It even found its way into the field of diplomacy, for
when Silas Dean was in France endeavoring to arrange a
treaty of alliance between that country and our own against
Great Britain, he suggested to the secret committee of Con-
gress that the orrery be presented to)Marie Antoinette as a
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doucevr. It was somewhat injured by the British troops
~ while in Princeton during the war.

“The year 1769 is memorable in the annals of astronomy.
During that year cecurred the transit of Venus—a phenom-
enon which offers the best means for caleulating the dis-
tances between the heavenly bodies. It had up to that
time never been satisfactorily observed. No man then
living could ever have the opportunity again, because it
would not recur for one hundred and five years.

“ Astronomers all over the world were alive to its impor-
tance. Arrangements wers made for taking such observa-
tions as were possible in the capitals of Europe, and the
Governments of England and Frence sent expeditions for
the purpose to Otaheite, Hudson’s Bay, and California. As
early as June 21 in the preceding year Rittenhouse read
before the American Philosophical Society a series of calcu-
lations showing the time and duration of the coming transit.
The Legislature of Pennsylvania gave £200 sterling toward
the expense of buying a telescope and micrometer and the
other ouflays, and on the 7th of January, 1769, the Society
appointed three commitiees to make observations in three
different localities. Ome of these commitiees, consisting of
Rittenhouse, Dr. William Smith, Jobn Lukens, and Jobn
Sellers, was to repair to the home of Rittenhouse at Norri-
ton, and to him were intrusted all of the preliminary
arrangements. In November he began the erection of an
observatory, which was completed in April. He continued-
for months a series of observations to determine the .exact
‘latitude and longitude of the place and to test the accuracy
of his time-pieces. Thomas Penn sent from Europe -a:°
reflector, used by Smith; a set of glasses intended . for.
Harvard University, but which came too late to be for-
warded. Rittenhouse fitted -up a refractor for Lukens,.:

and his own felescope he retained. Several other nécessary: .. .~

instruments, too, including a device for keeping -time,. he;:""
made with his own hands, and, like all of his. consi;ruct.lo LY
10 , :
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they were admitted to have been better than could have
been obtained abroad. According fo Smith, the committee
trusted in this respect entirely to the extensive knowledge of
Rittenhouse, and when he and the others arrived, two days
before the tramsit, they had nothing to do but adjust the
telescopes to their vision. A rainy day, even a passing
cloud, would have made all the labor vain, but, fortunately
it happened to be perfectly clear. The previous anxiety, the
sense of responsibility at the critical moment, the delight
consequent upon the great success, constituted a sequence of

OBSERVATGRY AT NORRITON, BUILT 1N 1760.

emotions too exciting for the physically delicate Rittenhouse,
and when the contact had ended he swooned away. The
observations, according to the testimony of Maskelyne, the
royal astronomer of England, were excellent and complete.
Rittenhouse at once made calculations to determine the
parallax of the sun and gave them to Dr. Smith, who added
his own and prepared a report to the Society, which was
printed in its proceedings; and so it happened that the first
approximately accurate results in the measurement of the
spheres were given to the world not by the sehooled and
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salaried astronomers who watched from the magnificent
royal obseryatories of Europe, but by unpald amateurs and
devotees to science in the youthful province of Pennsyl-
vanig, Said a learned English author: ‘There is not
another society in the world that can boast of 2 member
such as Mr. Rittenhouse, theorist enough to encounter the
problem of determining from a few observations the orbit
of a comet, and also mechanic enough to make with bis own
hands an equal altitude instrument, a transit telescope, and
a time-piecs.’

“In the year 1769 thers was also a transit of Mercury, a
phenomenon by no means so rare or of such moment as that
of Venus, but still of importance. Observations of it were
made by Rittenhouse, Smith, Lukens, and Owen Biddle, and
were published by the American Philosophical Society.
The following year he calculated the elements of the motion
and the orbit of a comet then visible, showing himself, by
comparison with European investigators engaged in the same
task, capable of performing the most difficult of computa-
tions in physical astronomy, and adding to his already ex-
tended reputation. Infact,theseachievements had given him
so wide a fame that his powers could no longer remain pent
up in Norriton, and with the progpect of many advantages,
both in the way of his handiwork and of his science, he re-
moved to Philadelphia, the American center of learning
and intelligence. He still gained his livelihood by mechan-
ical Iabor, and it is curious fo find him, as late as 1775, as-
suming charge, at & small salary, of the State House clock.
About this time the almanacs of the day began o announce
to their readers that, ¢ As to.the calenlations, I need only in- -
form the public they are performed by that ingenions mas-
ter of mathematics, David Rittenhouse, A. M., of this cily,
- efe” And, ‘Our kind: gustomers are requested to-observe ..
- that the ingenjons David Rittenhouse, A. M., of this cﬂ.y,, has< .

favored us with the astronomical caleu]ahons of:-onr almn-
* nac for this year,;therefore they may be most ﬁ:rmi 5
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on. Soon after his removal his wife died, and in December,
1772, he married Hannah Jacobs, a member of a distingnished
and influential family in Chester and Philadelphia counties.
In 1771 he made some experiments on the electrical properties
of the gymnotus; in 1772, after constructing the necessary
instraments, he and Samuel Rhoads, for the Assembly of
Pennsylvania, surveyed and ascertained the levels of the
lands lying between the Susquebanna end the Delaware,
with a view to the connection of those two rivers by a canal.
In 1773 he was appointed president of a commission to make
the river Schuylkill navigable, a duty which they performed
by constructing rough dams,and which was continued for a
number of years; and in 1774 he and Samuel Helland,
commissioners from their respective provinces, fixed the
northeastern extremity of the boundary between New York
and Pennsylvania.

“In 1770 he prepared for the publication of the American
Philosophical Society, a paper giving a method of ascertain-
ing the true time of the sun’s passing the meridian, that
attracted the attention of Von Zach, the Saxon astronomer,
He was chosen one of the Secretaries of that Society in 1771,
and on the 24th of February, 1775, he read before it an
oration upon the subjeet of Astronomy, This oration is the
most elaborate of his literary productions. The language
is simple, the style sirong and clear, and it displays much
research and special knowledge. In it he traces the history
of astronomiecal discoveries and progress down to the time
at which he wrote, but the most interesting portion of the
address, as a test of his own acumen, is that in which he
endeavors to forecast the future, and to point out the most
promising paths for further investigation. The possibility of
the existence of the planets that were then unknown seems
to have occurred to him, for he says, ¢ The telescope had dis-
covered all the globes whereof it is composed, at least as far
as we yet know.” He believed in the existence of beings
differing from man more or less in their natures on the other
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planets. The spots on the sun he conjectured to be solid
and permanent cavities, darkened by matter that occasion-
ally collected in them. But it was among the fixed stars
that with correct inference he expected the greatest dis-
coveries to be made; and the Milky Way, whose mysteries
the telescopes of his day were not powerful emough to
unravel, whetted his fancy and aroused his eloquence. The
Milky Way, composed of millions of small stars, seemed to
him to be a vein of closer textures running through material
creation, which he supposed to be confined between parallel
planes of immeasurable extent. The discoveries of Herschel
and others subsequently verified many of his hypotheses.
‘We shall find sufficient reason to conclude,” he says, ‘that
the visible creation, consisting of revolving worlds and
central suns, even including all those that are beyond the
reach of human eye and telescope, is but en inconsiderable
part of the whole. Many others and very various orders of
things, unknown to and inconceivable by us, may and proba-
bly do exist in the unlimited regions of space, and ail yonder
stars, innumerable, with their dependencies, may perhaps
compose but the leaf of a flower in the Creator’s garden, or a
single pillar in the immense building of the Divine Architect.’
His sentiments on some other subjects were occasionally
interwpven, Frederick the Greathe called tyrantof the north
and scourge of mankind. - He commiserated with those
who, because their bodies were disposed to absorb or reflect
the raya of light in a way different from our own, were in
Americs doomed to endless slavery. The rapid growth of
the American colonies seemed to him fo indicate en early
fall. He dreaded the introduction of articles of luxury,
and the growth of luxurious tastes, through a too easy inter-
course with Hurope. ‘I am ready to wish—vain wish,” he
added, ‘ that Nature would raise her everlasting bars be-
tween the New and the 0ld World, and make a voyage fo
Europe as impracticable as one to the moon,’

“In March of the same year the American Philosophieal
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Society presented for the consideration of the Assembly a
plan for the prosecution of discoveries in astronomy, geog-
raphy, and navigation, to which they said they were urged
by some of the greatest men of Europe. It contemplated
the erection of a public observatory, by subscription, upon
a Yot of ground to be granted by the proprietaries, who had
expressed their concurrence. It should be furnished with
the necessary instruments, which would be of but little ex-
pense, because the gentleman whom it was proposed should
conduct the design was capable of constructing them all in
the most masterly mapner. He should receive an annual
salary both in the capacity of public astronomer and as suzr-
veyor of roads and waters. Here the captains and mates of
vessels, and young men desirous of obtaining practical
knowledge, should be tanght the use of instruments and re-
ceive other instruction, and the observations made shounld
be published annually for the benefit of learned societies at
home and abroad. ‘We have a gentleman among us,’ they
weni on to say, ‘ whose abilities, speculative as well as prae-
tical, would do honor to any country, and who is, neverthe-
less, indebted for bread to his daily toil, in an occupation the
most uniriendly both. to health and study.’ To give him an
occasion to use his genius for the advantage of his country
would be an honor which crowned heads might glory in,
but which Pennsylvania onght not to yield fo the greatest
princs or people on earth. Should the present opportunity
be neglected, whole centuries might not afford another.
“The fact that such a design should be seriously proposed
and favorably entertained at that early period shows a re-
markable appreciation of the abilities of Rittenhouse and
a Tegard for the interests of science which is certainly credit-
able to the Society, the Legislature, and to public taste. It
was the habit of the day to compare Rittenhouse to Newton,
and who can say that if this scheme could have been carried
into execution, and he could have deveted the remainder of
his days to quiet study and investigation in those pursuits,
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in which, unquestionably, he was a master, the parallel
would not have been justified? Fate, however, determined
otherwise, If wasnotto be. America had other work to do,
and her Science must bide its time, though it be for ages.
The whirlwinds of war were about to be let loose over the
land, and even then the drums were beating in the town of
Boston. A month later oceurred the battles of Concord and
Lexington. The next we see of Rittenhouse he was busily
engaged in military rather than astronomical problems, and
henceforth his time, his energies, and his talents were in
the main occupied with sublunary affairs. He had made
many clocks; their leaden weights were now needed for bul-
lets, and it was ordered by the Committee of Safety that he
and Owen Biddle ‘should prepare moulds for the casting of
clock weights, and send them to some iron furnace, and or-
der a sufficient number to be immediately made for the pur-
poseof exchanging them with the inhabitants of this city
for their leaden clock weights’ He understood the meas-
urement of heights and the establishment of levels, and
was therefore sent to survey the shores of the Delaware to
ascertain what points it would be best to fortify in order to
prevent a landing of the enemy. The Committee of Safety
appointed him their engineer in Oectober, 1775, and in this
capacity he was called upon to arrange for casting cannon
of iron and brass, to view a site for {he erection of a Conii-
nental powder mill, to conduet experiments for rifling can-
non and musket balls, to fix upon a method of fastening the
chain for the protection of the river, to superintend the man-
ufacture of saltpetre, and to locate & magazine for military
stores on the Wissahickon. The Assembly appointed him
one of the committee in April, 1776, and in August he was
electoed its vice-president. As presiding officer he issued in
November two proclamations, printed in the form of hand-
bills, one of which annonnced to the citizens that the enemy
were advancing, and that only the most vigorous measures
could prevent the city from falling into their hands. ‘We
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therefore entreat you by the most sacred of all bonds, the
love of virtue, of liberty, and of your country, to forget
every distinction, and unite as one man in this time of ex-
treme danger. Letus defend ourselveslike men determined
to be free!’ The other was addressed to colonels of batta-
Bons, and, inferming them that General Howe with his army
was already &t Trenton, continued: ‘ This glorious opportu-
nity of signalizing himself in defense of our country, and
securing the rights of America forever, will be seized by
every man who has a spark of patriotism in his bosom. In
March, 1776, he was elected a member of the Assembly from
the city of Philadelphia, and later & member of the Conven-
tion which met July 15, 1776, and drafted the first Con-
stitution for the State of Pennsylvania. No delegate to the
Convention was intrusted with more important duties than
he, and frequently he presided over its deliberations. He
was one of the committee which drafted the frame of gov-
ernment, and subsequently, together with Benjamnin Frank-
lin and William Vanhorn, he revised ifs language. A com-
mittee of which he was a member prepared an address to
the people setting forth the reasons for the different actions
which had been taken. On the 8th of April, 1777, David
Rittenhouse, Owen Biddle, Joseph Dean, Richard Bache,
and John Shee were appointed a Board of War for the State
of Pennsylvania; and in the fall of that year, after the
British army bad entered within its borders and secured
possession of Philadelphia, he was one of the Council of
Safety, fo whom the most absolute powers were temporarily
granted. In order to provide for the preservation of the
Commonwealth they were authorized to imprison and pun-
ish, capitally or otherwise, all who should disobey their de-
crees, to regulate the prices of all commodities, and to seize
private property without any subsequent lability to suit be-
cause of any of their proceedings. Surely no other twelve
men were ever vested with greater powers over their fellow-
beings than these.
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“On the 14th of January, 1777, he was elected by the
Assembly the first State Treasurer under the new Constitu-
tion, and he was unanimously re-elected to the same position
in each of the succeeding twelve years, and until he finally
refused longer to serve. In consequence of the fluctuating
values of both the State and Continental eurrencies, and
their almost constant depreciation, together with the unusual
demands for funds and the difficulties in the way of their
collection incident to & state of war, it was an office of great
frial and responsibility, for which the small commissions
afforded a very inadequate compensation. It occupied his
fime and annoyed him so much that he once wrote to his
wife, while hundreds of miles away in the forest, surrounded
by savages, that nothing so reconciled him to his pressnt
deprivations ‘as the aversion I have to the plagues of that
same office’ When the approach of the British army and
the subsequent capture of Philadelphia, in the fall of 1777,
made necessary a withdrawal of the Government depart-
ments, the Treasury was removed to the second story front
room of the house of Mr. Henry, in Lancaster. The family
of Rittenhonse were at Norrifon, so near to the lines of the
enemy that the presence there of a member of the Council
of Safety and Treasurer would have been attended with
great risk, and he was therefore compelled to endure an
anxious separation from them uniil the following June. In
addition to holding the office of Treasurer, he was Trustee of
the Loan Office for ten years, from 1780 to 1790, at which
latter date it was superseded. The Loan Office wes estab-
lished in 1723 for the purpose of providing a circulating
medium of exchange, and was authorized to loan bills of
credit, which were legal tenders, upon the security of mort-
gages upon real estate. The duties of this office required
the exercise of the greatest prudence in the issue of the bills
and the nicest care in the valuation of the mortgages, and it
is a tribute {0 the practical judgment of Rittenhouse, who
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was sole trustee, that its affairs were finally closed entirely
without loss.

“The disputes between Pennsylvania and Virginia upon
the question of boundaries became serious, and in 1779
George Bryan, John Ewing, and David Rittenhouse for the
former State, and James Madison and Robert Andrews for
the latter, were appointed commissioners to adjust them.
They entered into an agreement to extend Mason and
Dixzon’s line due west five degrees of longitude from the
river Delaware, and from ils western extremity to draw a
meridian to the northernh limit of Pennsylvania, for the
southern and western boundaries of that State. This agree-
ment was subsequently ratified, but uncertainty as to the
exact location of the line led to numerous collisions between
settlers claiming under grants from the two States, and even
hostilities were threatened. At one fime the authorify of
Congress was invoked in the interest of peace. It fnally
became necessary to run and mark the lines, and in 1784
Pennsylvania appointed as commissioners for that purpose
John Ewing, David Rittenhouse, John Lukens, and Thomas
Hutchins. They accepted the appointment in a letter in
which they say: ‘ Ananxious desire fo gratify the astronomi-
cal world in the performance of a problem which has never
yet been attemptied in any couniry, by a precision and
accuracy that would do no dishonor to our characters, while
it prevents the State of Pennsylvania from the chance of
losing many hundred thousands of acres secured to it by our
agreement at Baltimore, has indueed us to suffer oul names
to be mentioned in the accormplishment of the work.

“The commissioners on behalf of Virginia were James
Madison, Robert Andrews; John Page, and Andrew Ellicott.
In April Riftenhouse was busily engaged in construeting
the necessary instruments, and in June he, with Lukens,
Page, and Andrews, erected an observatory at Wilmington,
Delaware, where they made a series of sixty observations of
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the eclipses of the moons of Jupiter before their departure.
Page and Lukens were unable to endure the fatigue and
labor of a six months’ journey through the wilderness, and
returned home, but the others accomplished their task with
entire accuracy and certainty, and having ascertained the
lines and the southwestern corner of Pennsylvania, marked
them by stones and by killing trees. The following summer
the western boundary of that State was fixed by Rittenhouse
and Andrew Porter on behalf of Pennsylvania, and Joseph
Neville and Andrew Ellicott on behalf of Virginia. For
that portion of the line north of the Ohio River Eilicott also
acted for Pennsylvania. It was the most important work of
the kind in which Rittenhouse was ever engaged, and to the
general confidence in his skill was largely due the settlement
of this serious and alarming controversy. In 1786 he and
Andrew Ellicott, on behalf of Pennsylvania, and James
Clinton and Simeon Dewitf, on behalf of New York, were
engaged in fixing the boundary between those two States.
The New York representatives relied entirely upon the Penn-
sylvanians for a supply of instruments, and there was no
sector suitable for the purpose, at least in that part of
America. Rittenhouse, therefore, made one which was used
in determining the line, and which, in the language of Elli-
cott, was most excellent. On the 2d of December, 1785, Con-
gress appointed Rittenhouse, with John Ewing and Thomas
Huichins, a commission to run a line of jurisdiction between
the States of New York and Massachusetts, which work was
performed in 1787, and constituted, says Dr. Rush, his fare-
well peace-offering to the union and happiness of his country.

“ After Congress bad determined upon the establishment
of a Mint, Rittenhouse was appointed its first Director, A pril
14, 1792, by President Washington. He was extremely
reluctant to undertake the task, but his mechanical know-
ledge and ability seemed to make him especially fitted for
the organization of an institution whose successful working
depended upon the consiruction and proper use of delicate
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machinery, and at the urgent solicitation of both Jefferson
and Hamilton he consented. When it had been running
for three years, however, finding that he could be relieved
from what he felt to be a burden, and that the pressing
necessity for his services no longer existed, he resigned.

“The absorption of so much of his time since the begin-
ning of the Revolutionary War in the performance of public
duties, important and honorable as were the offices he held,
wasg not only a source of regret to himself, but seems to have
been generally regarded in the light of a sacrifice. As early
as 1778 Jefferson felt impelled to write to him: ‘I doubt not
there are in your country many persons equal to the task
of conducting government, but you should consider that the
world has but one Rittenhouse, and never had one before.
* * #*  Are those powers, then, which, being intended for
the erndition of the world, are, like air and light, the world’s
common property, to be taken from their proper pursuit to
do the commonplace drudgery of governing a single State—
a work which may be executed by men of ordinary stature,
such as are alweys and everywhere to be found?’ The
Royalist party were fully as reluctant to see him participat-
ing in political affairs, and their sense of the loss to seience
would seem to have been equally as keen. A Tory poet
published in the Pennsylvania Fuvening Post, December 2,
1777, these lines :—

*1TO DAVID RITTENHOUSE,

e Meddle not with State affairs,
Keep acquaintance with the Stars ;
Setence, David, is thy line ;

Warp not Natare’s great design,
If thou to fame wouldst rige.

4 Then follow learned Newton still ;
Trast me, mischicrous Machiavel
Thou’lt find a dreary coast,
‘Where, damped the philosophic fire,
Negleetod genins will retire
And all thy famse be lost.
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** ¢ Politica will spoil the man
Formed for a more exalted plan.
Great Nature bids thee rise,
To pour fair Science on our age,
To shine amidst the historic page,
And half unfold the skies.

“ But if thou ernsh this vast design,
And in the politician’s line
With wil¢ ambition soar,
Oblivion shall entomb thy name,
And from the rolls of futore fame
Thou'lt f2ll to rise no more.’

“The Rev. Jonathan Odell, also a Loyalist, contributed to
Rivington's Royel Gazetie, of New York, for September 8,
1779, a long poem on ‘The. Word of Congress,’ which con-
. tains the following :—

* *There dwelt in Norriton's sequestered bowers
A mortal blessed with mathematic powers,—
To whomn was David Rittenhouse unknown ?
Fair Science saw and marked him for her own.
His eye ereation to its bounds would trace,

His mind the regions of unbounrded space.
‘While thus he soared above the starry spheres,
The word of Congress sounded In his ears;

He listened to the voice with strange delight,
And swift descended from his dazeling height,
Then, mixing eager with seditious tools,
Vice-President-elect of rogues and fools,

His hopes resigned of philosophic fame,

A paltry statesman Rittenhonse hecame,’

“Though the public affairs with which he was associated
would have been sufficient to have exhausted the energies ~
of aman of even more than ordinary abilities, and mnst
necessarily have engrossed much of his attention, it must not
be supposed that he abandoned his astronomical and phile-
sophical studies. At the suggestion of Colonel Timothy
Matlack, the Assembly, in April, 1781, granted him £250 for
an observatory, which he erected probablyat that fime in
the yard attached to his residence, at the northwest corner of
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Seventh and Arch sitreets in Philadelphia, and which
Lalande says in his Asfronomie, in 1792, was the only one in
America. The publication of the American Philosophical
Society contains between the years 1780 and 1796 no less
than seventeen papers written by him upon optics, mag-
netism, electricity, meteors, logarithms, and other mathe-
matics, the improvement of {imekeepers, the expansion of
wood by heat, astronomical observations upon comets,
transits, and eclipses, and similar abstruse topics. Even
during the trying period of 1776, 1777, and 1778, while
these publications were suspended and the war wag surging
arourd his own home, ke and Smith, Lukens, and Biddle
found time to note some observations upon a iransit of
Mercury and two eclipses of the sun. Within a week after
the evacuation of Philadelphia by the British, Rittenhouse
was in the city, seated by his telescope, waiching an eclipse.
In 1776 he wrote a defense of the Newtonian System for the
Pennsylvanio Magazine, and in 1782 invented a wooden
hygrometer. From 1779 fo 1782 he was Professor of
Astronomy in the University of Pennsylvania, and also
a Trustee and Viece Provost of the same institution. In
this connection an interesiing incident is narrated in the
¢ Life and Times of Dr. William Smith.” The announcement
of the death of Franklin was brought by 2 messenger 1o a
party of gentlemen, consisting of Thomas McKean, Henry
Hill, Thomas Willing, Rittenhouse, and Dr. Smith, who
were dining with Governor Thomas Mifflin at the Falls of
Schuylkill. A fierce thunderstorm happened to be raging
at the same time. Impressed by the event and the circum-
stances under which they heard it, Smith wrote at the table
this impromptu :—
't Cease, cease, ye clouds, your elemental strife !

“Why rage ye thus, as if to threaten life ?

Beek, seek ne more to shake our souls with dread !

‘What busy mortal told yon Frapklin’s dead ¢

What though he yields at Jove's imperions nod,
‘With Rittenhouse he lefi his magie rod ¥
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“He succeeded Franklin as President of the American
Philesophical Society upon the death of the latter in 1790,
He was elected a fellow of the Academy of Arts and Sciences
of Boston in 1782; the College of New Jersey gave him the
honorary degrees of Master of Arts in 1772 and Doctor of
Laws in 1789; the College of William and Mary, in Vir-
ginia, gave him the honorary degree of Master of Arts in
1784, designating him as principem philosophorum ; but the
highest distinction of this character he ever received, and
the highest in the world then attzinsgble by a man of
seience, was his election as a foreign member of the Royal
Society of London in 1795.

“One of the closing evenis In the life of Rittenhouse has
frequently been the subject of adverse eriticisme. The
French people were then in the throes of their Revolution.
The assistance given by France at the eritical period of our
war for independence, and the fact that she was now appar-
ently in a death struggle in an effort to secure her own
liberties, appealed most forcibly to the sympathies of the
American people.

“ Gtenet, . warm-blooded and, as it proved, & not very dis-
creet young Frenchman, was sent as Minister from the
Republic to this couniry. When the news came of his
arrival at Philadelphia, where Congress was sitting, s meet-
ing of eitizens was called in Independence Square, and Rit~
tenhouse was appointed chairman of a committee to draft
resolutions. These resolutions, a little glowing in their tone,
but carefully drawn, so as not to conflict with the American
position of neutrality, declared the caunse of France to be that
of the human race, and expressed the strongest sympathy
with her in her struggle for ‘freedom and equality,’ as well
as attachment, fraternal feeling, and gratitnde.

“ The few remaining years of his life were spent in com-
parative retirement, during which the physical difficnltieshe
had been laboring under from youth gradually cumulated,
and his power of resistance diminished. He died on the
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26th of June, 1796, his last words being an expression of
gratitude to a friend for some slight attention, and of confi-
dence in the future—* You make the way to God easier.

“There is a bust of him from life by Ceracchi, and a
portrait by Peale. Dr. Benjamin Rush read a eulogy before
the American Philosophieal Society, in the presence of the
President and Congress of the United States,the Legislature
of Pennsylvania, foreign Ministers, Judges, and men of learn-
ing of the time. One of the city squarez bears his name.
His home on Arch Street was long known as ‘Fort Ritten-
house, because, pending a dispute as to jurisdiction between
Pennsylvania and the United States in 1809, it was guarded
for three weeks by State militia to prevent the service of a
mandamus issued by the Federal courts.

“Though he had never received any regular fraining, his
attainments were exiensive. In addition to the classics, he
mastered the French,German, and Dutch languages. From
the German he translated the drama of ‘ Lucia Sampson,’
published by Charles Cist, and the * Idyls of Gesner,” and in
the Columbian Magazine for February, 1787, is a copper-plate
print of the Ohio Pyle Falls from omne of his sketeches. A
man of culture said he was never in his presence without
learning something. He elicited the admiration of all the
great men of his day, unless it be John Adams, who could
find no remarkable depth in his face, called him an ancho-
tite, and sought perhaps to disparage his reputation by allud-
ing sharply to Philadelphia as ¢ the heart, the censorium, the
pineal gland of the United States’ In person be was tall
and slender, and the expression of his countenance was soft
and mild. He had such » nice sense of honor that he
refused to invest in the loans of the State while he was
Treasurer, and when compelled to pay certain exiravagant
bills for the Mint, had them charged against his own salary.
His modesty, parily due, doubtless, o the repression and
religious seclusion through which his forefathers had for
centuries passed, and partly to ceriain apparently feminine
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traits in his character, amounted to a diffidence which was
his chief defect. His tender sympathies went out to all of
his fellows, and were liberal enough fo embrace the negro
slaves and the Conestoga Indians, who had fallen a prey to
the vengeful instincts of the border. His tastes were simple
and plain, his wants few, and his greatest pleasures were
found within the cirele of his own home. Nohighber tribute
was ever accorded to human rectitude than was offered to
him by the author of the Declaration of Azerican Indepen-
dence: ‘ Nothing could give me more pleasure,’ wrote that
statesman in a private letter fo his daughter Martha,  than
your being much with that worthy family, wherein you will
see the best examples of rational life, and learn to imitate
them. Such was the career and such the character of David
Rittenhouse. When, a few years ago, Pennsylvania was
called upon to place in the Capitol 2t Washington the statues
of her two worthiest sons, she ought to have taken her
warrior, Wayne, and beside him set her philosopher, Ritten-
honse, who in his ancestry best represents that quiet and
peaceful religious thought which led fo her settlement, and
in himself the highest intellectual plane she has yet
reached.”—S. W. P.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF DAVID RITTENHOUSE.

“Thers have been many men of this country whom the
whole nation delighted to honor; who were not born in
palaces, nor of royal blood, but came from obscure situations
and the humble walks of life; who, through the providence
of God and their own energetic efforts, have come forth from
these obscure situations, where they have been almost
unknown save to those of a small community, to fill places
of trust and honor. They have exhibited traits of character
that have made them a blessing to their friends and have

shed an influence for good upon the neighborhood, and their
11
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lives should be written that they may be as charts to guide
the young men in steering their vessels in the voyage of
life.

“David Rittenhouse was born in Roxborough, Pennsyl-
vania, in 1732, and was the son of a farmer. In his youth,
while engaged in plowing, he would have the fences and his
plow covered with mathematical calculations wrought out
while his team was resting. His father, discovering his mind
was more taken up by mathematical and mechanical arts
than with farm labor, apprenticed him to a clockmalker,
Here he had an opportunity of studying the construction
and prineiples of mathematical instruments. Then he
became a noted land surveyor, and was called to run the
southern line of Pennsylvania. Afterward a commission
of expert surveyors was sent over from England to trace
this line, bui they found the line as marked by the
humble surveyor so accurate that they could make no
improvement on it. And I believe he was the discoverer of
what is known as the Pennsylvania method of caleulating
the ares of land, by latitudes and departures.

“He also turned his attention to the study of astronomy.
His obgervations on the iransit of Venus,in 1769, were far in
advance of anything then known, and have mnever been
excelled. A planetarium constructed by him, showing the
movements of the stars and heavenly bodies, now &t Prince-
ton College, has been examined by scientific men with much
interest. He may be considered one of the greatest mathe-
maticians and astronomers this country has ever produced,
when we consider the educational and other advantages he
enjoyed. His name stands beside that of Franklin in the
history of this country.”

“ One of the former biographers of David Rittenhouse has
endeavored fo account for his abilities by supposing that he
derived them by descent from the mother’s side. In this
he seems to have adopied the popular opinion which denies
o persons of pure Dutch descent any claim to talents of the
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higher order. This opinion is, however, no more than a preju-
dice, which any inquiry into the annals of our country might
have dissipated. It may, indeed, be admitted that the
settlers of the New Netherlands made a less careful and less
extensive provision for the education of their children than
was done by the descendants of the Pilgrims; and to this
want of foresight we may fairly ascribe any difference in
the intelligence of the several masses of people. DBut in
comparing those classes whose wealth gave them the power
of commanding the higher branches of education, Holland
has no reason to blush for her descendants ; and the namber
of intelligent and learned individuals of Duich extraction
is only small, because the population whence they are derived
is less numerous than that with which it is thus invidiously
compared. The United Netherlands were distinguished, at
the time when the anecestors of Rittenhouse emigrated, for
high attainments in science and the useful arts. The very
business in which they had been engaged in the place of
their nativity, and which they so speedily resumed in
America, may almost serve as proof that they were devoid
neither of education nor ability. Still, talent is hereditary
in families; and it ofien happens that we are wholly at a
loss to account, by any circumstance of pareniage, for the
peculiar genivs of individuals. So far from there being a
transmission of abilities by natural descent, nothing is rarer
than to find snccessive generations of the same family
equally distinguished; and, on the other hand, it often
happens that a single individual may shed luster upon a
name which may be almost disgraced by his nearest rela-
tions,

“The mother of David Rittenhouse is described as a
woman of nncommonly vigorous and comprehensive mind,
but as almost wholly deficient of education. If, therefore,
wo are to seek in his genealogy for the cause of his distine-
tion, it is rather to be found in the fact of his deriving his
descent from fwo races of distant origin. The effect of such



164 THE RITTENHOUSE FAMILY,

a mixture of rtaces is well illusirated in the character of the
people of Great Britain ; and the same cause seems to be at
work in producing that peculiar activity of mind which
marks our own countrymen, into whose veins blood derived
from almost every nation of any intellectual eminence in
the Old World has been successively transfused. From such
parents, and of such lineage, David Rittenhouse derived his
birth, which took place at Germantown, Pennsylvania, on
the 8th of April, 1732.”—Jared Sparks, American Biography,
Vol. 7.

It might also be of interest to the reader to be made
acquainted with the will of David Rittenhouse, the astron-
omer, therefore I will here present a copy of it, as teken
from the records, which is found recorded in Book X, page
475, No. 66, at Philadelphia, in the year 1796, and reads as
follows: —

Be 1 BEMEMBERED, that I, David Riitenhonse of the city of Phila-
delphia in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Esq. being Sick and weak
in Body but of Sound and perfect mind memory and understanding, do
make and put in writing this my last will and Testament in mapner and
form following, that ia to Ssy. First,—It iz my Will that all my Just
debia if T should owe any at my decease, and all my foneral expenses be
fully paid and satisfied, Ttem, as touching and concerning all my worldly
Estate I give and dispose of the same as follows. Viz. I give and divise
unto my beloved wife Hannah Rittenhouse the free use, ccenpation, Rents, -
and Income of all that my Messuage or Tenement and dwelling Home and
all that my lot and lots of Ground whereon the same Messuage is erected
and therewith used and occupied, situate on the North side of Mulberry
Street and west side of the Tth street from Delawars in the city of Phila-
delphia, aforesaid containing Sizty nine feet and an half in front on Bul-
berry Sirect and one hundred and twelve feet in length, on Seventh Street
together with all the buildings improvements and appurtenances thereunto
belonging, to hold to her my said wife Hannah for and during all the term
of her natural life, and no longer she paying the Taxes thercof and keeping
the Buildings in repair. I also give and hequeath to my said beloved wife
Hannah during her natural life the use dividends and profits of ten shares
of the Capital Stock of the Bank of the United States. I also give and
bequeath to my gaid wife Hannah to be at her disposal absolutely for ever
five shares of the Capital Stock of the Bank of North Ameriea, and also
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all my Household Guoods and Kitchen furnitare, and it is my Will and
meaning that what I have as aforesaid given devised and begueathed to
my eaid wife Shall be deemed adjndged and taken to be in lieu and bar of
her dower or thirds fn all my Bstate. I give and devise unto my Sister
- Eleanor Evans the free nse Qccupation rents and Income of all that my
Messnage or Tenement Plantation and tract of land Situate in Norriten
Township in the County of Montgomery where she now dwells with the
appurtenances to hold to her my said SBister Eleanocr Evans, for and daring
all the term of her natural lifa and no longer, She paying the Taxes and
keeping the Buildings and premises in repair. But nevertheless my
Executors and Survivors and Survivor of them shall have power from him
to him to make leases of my said tract of land in Norriton aforesaid and
to direct and control the Management thereof for the sole use benefit and
advantage of my said Sister Eleanor, and so always that zaid Bister Kieanor
shall be entitled to, and have and receive to her own proper use and behoot
all the rentg and profits thereof during her natuoral life as aforesaid, Item,
whereas I some time past loaned, on interest to Isaac Snowden of the city
of Philadelphia the Sum of five hundred pounds and took his Bond for
the Same to and in the name of my danghter Elizabeth, which yet remaing
due and unpaid and which T did then and Siill do intend 2nd mean as a
Gift to her my Said daughter Elizabeth in Order that she may have as
much of my Estate as my daughter Esther to whom I have heretofore
Given an equal value, now in pursnance of Suweh my intention and mean-
ing, I give and bequeath the said recited Bond aod the said principal sum
of five hundred pounds with zll the interest thereof that may be due
thereon and unpaid at the time of my decease mnto my azid danghter
Elizabeth Sergeant her Fxecntors Administrators and Assigns for ever
and all the rest, residue and remainder of my estate Teal, personmal, &c.
whatzoever and wheresoaver and for what nature kind or quality soever, 1
give and devise and bequeath unto my said two danghters Elizabeth
Sergeant and Esther Waters, and to thefr Several and respective heirs
Exeeutors Administrators and Assigne for ever, to be equally divided
between them part and Share alike as tenants in common and not as joint
tenants and I pominate, constitute, and appoint my said beloved wife
Hannah Rittenhouse and my said two daughters Elizabeth Sergeant and
Esther Waters to be the Exzecutrixes of this my last will and Testament
hereby revoking and making void 2ll former and other wills and Testaments
heretofore by me made and declaring this only to be my last will and
Testament.
In witness whereof I the said David Bittenhouse the testator have
hereunto set my Hand and Seal at Philadelphia the 25th day of June in
the year of our Lord, Seventeen houdred and ninety siz, 1796.

Davip RrorENBOUSE [SEAL]
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Signed, Sealed, pronounced, published and declared, by tha said David
Rittenhouse the Testator as and for his last will and Testament in the
presence of us.

BENITAMIN SMrTE BARTON
P. Taowmson.

The Witnesses of the foregoing will to-wit. —Benjamin Smith Barton on
Oath and Peter Thomson on his Solemn affirmation do declare and say
that they saw and heard David Rittechouse the testator duly Sign Seal
publish and declare the same as and for his last will and Testament, and
that at the doing thereof he was of gound mind memory and understand-
ing to the hestof their knowledge and belief Bworn and affirmed the 18th
day of August 1795 hefore J. WayMpoLE, Dep. Reg.

The foregoing Will being proved Probate thercof was Granted unto
Hannah Rittenhouse, Blizabeth Sergeant, and Esther Waters Executrizes,
therein named they being first duly affirmed well and trly to perform the
same, exhibit a true Inventory, and render a just and true account when
thereunto lawfolly required Given under the Seal of office the day and
date aforesaid. GEoRGE CAMPRELL, Regr.

“It wag not until the year 1786 that David Rittenhouse
builé the house at the northwest corner of Arch and Sev-
enth Streets in Philadelphia, where he resided during the
remainder of his life; but probably it was some few years
earlier that he erected his Observatory, a small but pretty,
convenient octagonal building of brick, in the garden adja-
cent to his dwelling house. This was the Observatory no-
ticed by Mr. Lalande, when (in his ¢ Astronomie,’ published
in 1702) he made this remark, treating of the numerous Ob-
servatories in different parts of the world: ‘In America I
know of no Observatory but thai of Mr. Rittenhouse at
Philadelphia.”

“The Observatory at Norrifon, mentioned in the text,
was a temporary erection, and was disused on his removal
to Philadelphia soon after. The one put up in the State
House gardens in that city on the same occasion was, like-
wise, a temporary edifice constructed of wood.”— Williom
Barton.

“David Rittenhouse was, in his stature, somewhat tall;
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in his person, slender and straight; and although his con-
stitation was delicate, his bodily frame did not appear to
have been originally weak; his gait was somewhat quick,
and his movements in general were lively, insomuch that
it is probable he possessed a good deal of corporeal activity
in early life.

“ His face was of an oval form, his complexion fair, and
his hair, which in his latter years became thinned and
whitened, was brown. All his features were good : his fore-
head was high, capacions, and smooth ; his eyes, which were
of a grayish color, were alike expressive of animation, re-
flection, and good mature, and well placed under full, arched
brows; his nose was large, handsome, and inelined fo the
aquiline; his mouth well-formed, though a little prominent,
and corresponding with the general character of the face,
and his chin broad and strong. In short, his whole counte-
nance was indicative of intelligence, eomplacency, and good-
ness, and as thus described, he was generally considered a
handsome man.”—Memoirs of D. R.

INVENTORY

Of the goods and chattels of David Rittenhouse, Eaq.,
deceased, faken this day and appraised by us.

L. s 4.

Wearing apparel, - . - « + « ¢ .« v .0 004 10 Y
Front Parlor down Stairs, - - . . . . « .« « - . . 8T 10 O
Parlor down Stairs, . . . < . . . L o000 2. 10 o 0
Do do do, - -« & - v b it v s e o 10 0 0
Kitchen Fornitore, « « = « « « + ¢ « o « ¢ o 2 - . 15 o ¢
Front Chamber, - . . . . . - . .« o o v o4 .. 5 0 0
Back D0, « + - v o o v e e e e e e 12 10 o
Clothes Press, . . -+ « « v v ¢ 0 4 4o v o o a n s 4 10 0
Front Room third Story, . . . . . . . . . . . .. 37T 10 o
PHE, « - o « o vt be v i .. 400 O
Clk Bngine, -+« « « - v v o v e e v e e e s 22 10 0
Regulahor, » + « « o o 0 v v v e me ey e 15 0 0
Transit Insfroment, . . - « . . . o 4 4 s v 0. . 22 10 O
Small Seetor, . . - . -« v ot b i e e 15 0o o0
0

Viee, Lathes & othertools, . . . . . . .. . ... 30 0

3
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L. [ a
Clock, « « « + v v v vt e s e s e e 10 0 0
Scales, Weights & DMicroscopes, . . . . . . . . . . 14 0 0
Books, « v & v v e v m e e e e e e 50 0 0
One Bond and Warrant from Robert Smock to David

Rittenhouse bearing date Feb, 9, 1792, . . . . . 1500 0 0
One Bond from Thomas Ketland Jr bearing date March

B 1794 « v o e e e e e e 000 0 0
Oune Bond from Joseph Watking bearing date May 5,

1705, « v v e et n e e e e 50 0 0
One Do from Do bearing date August 6, 1795, . . . . 200 (L
One Bond from Jaeob Driesbach and Michael Reiver

payable 2Tth Mag 1797, . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 o 0
QOpe Do from Do payable 27th May 1798, . . . . . . 100 0 0
(One Do from Do payable 27th May 1799, . . . . . . 31 6 0
SizperCent Stock, - . . - . . . . - .. .. ... 2625 0 0
Three per Cent Stock, . . -+ « .« . o o o . .. 208 16 4
Ten Sharesic Bank U. 8., . . . . .« v o+ o - .. 1500 0 0
FiveDoinBank N, A.,. . .« v« v o v v v v . 750 0 0

One Share in Delaware & Schuylkili Cagal, . . . . . .

Total £8941 16 4
September 15, 1796,
AxpreEw ErLicorr

Davy Evaxs
Afid the 16th day of Bept. 1796
Before I. WampoLE, Dep. Reg.

The following letter was found in possession of Mrs.
Hubbell on Walnut Street, Philadelphia :—

Poreapsrrais Aug 18th 1782
Sir T suppose you have not yet settled with Counal coneerning
money advanced to recruiting Officers, several other County Treasurers in
the same situation have fransmitted to me their receipts, having explained
the matter to the Comptroller General if you will send your Vouchers to
me I will give you a receipt for the amount on account of the Second Class
Tax, the sconer the better as I am now making up my accounts for the

Ppresent year
Your most obedt, Humble Servt

Davip Brrrengousg 8. Treas
William Hemry Esguire.
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DEED.

MarrHIAs RITTENHOUSE T0 DAVID RIFTENHOVSE.

Tas INDENTTRE made the twelfth day of Jammary in the year of Our
Tord one thousand Seven hundred and Seveniy Beatween Matthias Ritten-
house of the Township of Worcestor in the county of Philadelphis in the
Province of Pennsylvania Yeoman and Flizabeth his wife of the one part
And David Rittenhouse Son of the Said Matthias of the Township
of Norriton in the said County Cloek-maker of the other part Where
as the Honourable Wiliam Penn Esq. then Proprietor and Governor
of the Sald Province of Pennsylvania by o certain Grant or Patent
under the Great Soal of the Baid Province bearing date the Second
Day of October Anno Do, 1704, and under the Hands of his then Com-
misgioners of property did give, grant, Telease, and Confirm unto his Son
‘William Penn Junior a certain Tract of Land Scitnate on the River
Schaylkil in the said County of Philadelphis Confaining Seven thonsand
four hundred and Eighty Acres of Land. To Held to him the said Wil-
liam Penn Junior his Heirs and sssigns forever as by the said recited Pat-
ent Recorded in the Rolls Office at Philadelphia i Patent Book A: Vol: 2
page 703 and 704. Relation being thereunto had at large appears. And
‘Whereas the said William Peon the son by his Deed Pol? bearing Date the
Seventh Day of Qctober Anne Dom. 1704, for the Consideration therein
mentioned did Grant Bargain and Sell wato William Trent and Ysaae Nor-
ris their Heirs and assigns forever all that the Said Seven thousand four
hundred and Bighty Acres of Land (more or less) as in and by the Said
Deed Poll recorded in the Rolls office afforesaid in Book B, Vol. 7, page 29
&c, appears. And Whereas the said William Trent and Mary his wife by
their Indenture of Release bearing date the EBighth Day of January Anno
Dom. 1712 for the Consideration therein mentioned did Release and Con-
firm unto the Said Tsaac Norris and to Lis heirs and Assigns forever all and
Singular the part and parts, purpart and purparts of the said William
Treut of and in the said Seven thousand four hundred and Eighty Acres
of Land as by the sald Indenture of Belease Recorded in the Rolls Office
afforeanid in Book ¥, Vol. 5, page 321, appears And Whereas the said
Tsaac Norris and Mary his wife by their Deed bearing date the Twenty-
eighth Day of Jannary in the year of Our Lord One thousand Seven hun-
dred and thirty one-two for the Consideration therein mentioned did
Grant and Convey mnto the above named Matthias Rittenhouse (by the
name of Rittjnghausen) a Certain Piece or parcel of Land Containing one
hundred Acres Scituate in the Said Township of Norriton and part of the
aaid Seven thonsand four hundred and eighty Acres To hold to himthe
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satd Matthias Bittenhouse his heirs and assigns forever 2s by the Said In-
denture, relation being thereunto had doth at large appear

Now Trais INDENTURE WITNESSETH that the said Matthias Rittenhouse
and Wlizabeth his wife for and in Consideration of the sam of Two Hun-
dred Pounds lawfil Money of Pannsylvania to them in Hand paid by their
Bon, the said David Rittenhouse, the receipt whereof they do hereby
acknowledge and thereof do acquit and forever discharge the aaid David
Rittenhouse his heirs and Assigns by these presents And for divers other
good Causes and Considerations them thereunto moving Have Granted,
Bargaived, Sold, Aliened, Enfeoffed, Released and Confirmed, and by
these presents do Grant, Bargain, Sell Alicn, Enfeoff, Releaze and Con-
firm unto the said David Rittenhouse his heirs and Assigns a Certain Piece
or parcel of Land Seituate lying and being in the said Township of Norriton,
and part of the aforesaid one hundred acrea of land Beginning at a large Black
QOak tree marked for a Corner. Thence, by Land of Doctor Robert Shan-
non North forty two degrees and an half Kast ninety seven Perches to a
Stone. Thence by Land of Christian Reenp and Abraham Lefever North
fifty degrees Woest, one hundred and thirty four Perches to a Stone.
Thenca by other part of the eaid Matthins Rittenhouses Land South forty
two degrees and an half West ninety five Perches to a Stone in 2 kine of
Ephraim Armstrongs Land and at the Manhatawney Road Thence, down
the said Road South Sixty two degrees East ninefy two perches to a Stone
Thence by other part of the said Matthias Rittenhouses Land, South
thirty two degrees West, Twenty Six Perches to a large Whiteoak in o
line of the afforesaid Ephraim Armstrongs Land. Thence by the same
South fifty degrees East thirty nine perches to the place of beginning.
Containing Beventy two acres and one hundred and forty eight perches ot
Land. Together also with all and Singnlar the ways, Woods, Waters,
‘Watercoursea, Rights, Liberties, Priviledges, Hereditaments Improve-
ments, and appurtenances whatsoever thereunto belonging or in anywise
appertaining, and the Perversions and Remainders, Reants, Issues and
profits thereof and all the Estate, Right, Title Interest, use, possession,
property Claim and demand Whatscever, both in Yaw and equity or other-
wise howsoever of them the said Matthins Rittenhouse and Elizabeth
his wife or either of them, of, in, or to, the said Seventy two acres and
one hundred and forty eight Perches of Land or any part thereof To have
and to Hold the Baid Seventy two acres and one hundred and forty cight
perches of Land, Hereditaments and Premises hereby Granted or men-
tioned or intended so to be with their appurtensnces unto the said David
Rittenhouse his Heirs and Assigns To the only proper use and behoof ot
hint the said David Rittenhouse his heirs and assigns forever Under the
proportionable part of the Yearly Quitrent hereafter acoruing for the
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Same, to the Chief Lord or Lorda of the Fee thereof And the Said
Matthias Rittenhouse, for himself and his heirs the said Seventy two
aeres and one hundred and forty eight perches of Land Hereditaments and
premises with the appurtenances wanto the said David Rittenhouse his
heirs and assigns against him the said Matibias Rittenhouse and Elizabeth
his wife and agzinst his heim and against all and every other person and
personzg, whomsoever lawfully claiming or to claim the same or wny part there-
of by from or wnder him them or any or either of them shall and will War-
rant and forever defend by these presents And the said Maithias Ritten-
house fur himself his executors and administrators doth Covevant promise
and Grant to and with the said David Rittenhouse his heirs and Assigps
and to and with every of them by these presents in manner following (that
is to say) that he the maid Matthias Rittenhouse and Elizabeth his wife
and hizheirs and all and every other person and persons whomsoever having
or lawfully Claiming any Estate, Right, Title, or Interest, of, in, or to,
the bereby Granted Land and premises or any part or parcel thereof by
from or under him theme or any or either of them shall and will at any
time or times hereafter upon the Reasonable request Cost and Charges in
the law of the said David Rittenhonse his heirs and assigms, make, do,
Execute and Acknowledge or cause so to be all and every such farther and
other reasonable Act and Acts, Deed or Deeds, Device or Devices, in the
law whatsoever for the further and better Assurance and Coufirmation of
the hereby granted Tract and pareel of Land with the appurtenances unto
the said David Rittenhouge s heirs and Assigns as by him or them his
or their Counsel learned in the law shall be reasonably Deviged advised or
required

In Wiiness whereof the said parties to these presents have Tnterchange-
ably set their Hands and Seals hereunto dated the Day and Year first
above written

MartaIAS RITTENHOUSE [sEAL]

ELrzsasgra RITTENHOUSE [sEaL]
Bealed and Delivered

in the prescnce of us.
ArRvNoLD ZIMMERMAN
ErERADM ARMETRONG
Ispa®En Jacoms
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DEED FROM JOEN BULL TO DAVID RITTENHOUSE,

THis INDENTURE Made the Twenty Seventh day of May in the year of
Our Lord One thousand Seven hundred and Eighty Six, between John
Bull of the county of Berkley in the State of Virginia Gentleman and
Mary his wife, of the ome part, and David Rittenhouse of the city of
Philadelphia in the State of Pennsylvania, FEsq. of the other part.
Whereas John Moxris of the Distriet of Southwark in the county of
Philadelphia, gentleman, by Indenture bearing date the twenty Seventh
day of Jarnary in the year of ¢ur Lord One thonsand Seven hundred and
Seventy five for the consideration therein mentioned did Grant, Bargain,
sel), release, and confirm unto Christian Shafter of the said city, house Car-
penter, his heirs and Assigns All that eertzin lot or piece of gronund Sitnate
in the said city of Philadelphia at the corner of Mulberry Street and the
Seventh Strest from Delaware containing in front on said Seventh Street
One hundred and Twelve feet and on the Said Mulberry Street forty-
nine feet and a half bounded Eastward by tbe Sald Seventh Sireet,
Northward by Ground then or late of Anthony James Moriis, and Blath-
waite Jones, and Mary his wife westward by Ground, then or late in the
Tenure of the heirs of James Strait deceased and Southward by Mul-
berry Street aforesaid together with the appurtenances To hold to him the
gaid Christian Shafter by the vame of Christian Sheafter his heirs and
assigng for ever, paying unto the said John Morris his heirs and assigns the
yearly rent or Sum of twenty four pounds lawful money of Pennsylvania
by four even quarterly payments in every year thereafter for ever, to wit,
on the first days of March, June, September and December, In which said
recited Indenture are eontained Clanses of Entry and distress for non-
payment of the said rent, and of reentry, for want of Sufficient distress
with a covenant on the part of the said Christian Shafter his heirs and
assigns well and Truly to pay the Same rent, as in and by the Said recited
Indenture Recorded in the office for recording of Deeds for the city and
county of Philadelphia in Book T, Vol. 17 Page 331, relation being there-
unts had more fully and at large appears Anp WaeREAS, the Said Chris-
tian Shafier and Dorothy his wife by Indenture of the Nineteenih day of
December in the year of our Lord One thousand Seven hundred and
Seventy Eight for the consideration therein mentioned did grant, bargain,
Sell, release, and confirm wnto the said John Bull hig heirs and Azsigns all
that the aforesaid deseribed lof or piece of Gronnd Situate, lying, being
bounded, limited and distinguished as aforesaid and containing in front on
the said Seventh Street One hundred and twelve feet and on the said
Mulberry Street forty nine feet and an half together with the appurten-
ances to hold to him the said John Bull his beirs and assigns for ever
under and suhject to the payment of the yearly rent charge aforessid aa in
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and by the said recited Indenture, relation being thereunto had more at
large appears,

Now THis INDENTOURE witnesseth that the said John Bull and Mary
his wife, for and in consideration of the Sum of Seventy Pounds lawful
money of Pennsylvenia unto them well and truly paid by the said David
Rittenhouse, at or before, the Sealing and delivery hereof the receipt
whereof they do hereby acknowledge and thereof do aeqnit and for ever
discharge the Said David Rittenhouse his hefrs, Executors, Administra-
tora and assigns and every of them by these presents have Granted, Bar-
gained, Sold, released and confirmed, and by these presents they the Said
John Bull and Mary his wife do Grant, Bargain, Sell, release and confirm
unto the Said David Rittenhouse hia heira and assigns

All that The aforesaid deseribed lot or pieee of Ground Sitnate iying,
and being hounded, limited and distingnished as aforesaid and containing
in Breadth on the said Mulberry street forty nine feet and an half, and in
length or depth on the said Seventh street One hundred and twelve feet
as aforesaid Together also with all and Singular the Buildings, Improve-
ments, ways, Alleys, Passages, waters, water ecourzes, Rights, Liberties,
Privileges, Hereditaments and Appurtenances whataoever thereunto be-
konging or in any wise appertaining, and the Reversions, Remainders, rents
Xssues and profits thereof and also all the Estate Rights, Title, Tnterest,
Use, Possession, Property, Claim, and Demand, whatsoever of him the
gatd John Bull and Mary his wife, in Jaw Equity or otherwise, howsoever
of in to and out of the hereby Grented premises and every part thereof.
To have and to hold the aforesaid deseribed lot or piece of Ground Hered-
itaments and premises hereby granted bargained and Sold or Menitoned or
intended so to be with the appurtenances unto the Said David Ritten-
house his heirs and assigns to and for the only proper wse benefit and be-
hoof of the said David Rittenhouse lis heirs and assigns for ever under
and Subject to the payment of the aforesaid yearly remt, Charge, or Sum
of Twenty four Pounds lawful money of Pennsylvania reserved in and by
the said first recited Indenture znd the arrearages thereof now due, and
the Same rent shall hereafter grow duc and payable unto the heirs or as-
signs of the Said Joho Morris deceased, and the Said John Bull for him-
self his heim Exceutors and administrators doth covenant promise, Grant,
and agree to and with the said David Rittenhouse his heirs and assigns by
thege presents, that the Sald Joba Bull and his heirs, the aforezaid de-
geribed lot or piece of Ground Hereditaments and premises hereby Granted
with the appurtenances unto the said David Rittenhonse his heirs and as-
signs against him the gaid John Bull and his heira and against all and
every other person or persons whatsoever lawfully claiming or to claim by
from or under him, them, or any of them shall and will Subject to the
yearly rent charge aforesaid warrant and forever defend by these presents.
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In witness whereof the said parties to these presents have interchange-
ably Set their hands and seals hereunto dated the day and year first above
written = Sealed and delivered in the presence of us

Joeny BuiL [sEaL]

TroMAS FORREST Mary BuLn [BEAL]

Josepr QoLLy

Received the day of the date of the above written Indentuze of the
above named David Rittenhouse the sum of Seventy Pounds lawfu] money
of Pennsylvania, it being the full consideration money above mentioned
‘Witness present ab signing

JosepH QarLLy JoHN BUEL [sEAL]

The 19th day of September in the year of our Lord 1786 before
me Plunket Fleeson, Esq, one of the justices of the court of eom-
mon Please of and for the city and county of Philadelphia personally came
and appeared the within named John Bull and Mary his wife and acknow-
ledged the within written Indenture to be their act and Deed, and desired
the same may be recorded as such according to law. The said Mary there-
unto voluntarily consenting she being of full age separate and spart from
her said husband by me examined and the contents thereof first mede
known unto her.

‘Witness my hand and seal the dayand year above said

PLonger FLEEsON [sEavL]

HRecorded Nov. 6, 1786 in Book D, 17, page 207, Philadelphia.

FORT RITTENHOUSE.

AN INTERESTING LANDMAREK.

The northwest corner of Seventh and Arch Streets is
connected with the career of David Rittenhouse, one of the
most eminent men of science born in Pennsylvania before
the Revolution. It is also of interest as the seat of military
operations in which the State of Pennsylvania stood in
armed rebellion against the United States of America, events
which resulted in the trial and conviction of a military
officer of the Commonwealth for a high offense against the
National Government.
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RITTENHOUSE OBSERVATORY.

Up to 1786 the lot at the corner of Seventh Street was
oceupied by dwellings. Before that year David Riltenhouse,
the celebrated astronomer, had purchased the lot and placed
upon it a building for scientific purposes. David Ritten-
house had moved to the ecity from Norrifon, then in
Philadelphia county,in 1770, He resided for some years at
the southeast corner of Seventh and Arch Streets, in diagonal
direction from the lot of which we are speaking. Here he
continued his business of manufacturing clocks and mathe-
matical instruments with high reputation. During the
same time, from 1777 to 1787, he was Treasurer of the State
of Pennsylvania. On the lot at the northwest corner of
Arch Street he built an Astronomical Observatory, some
years before dwelling honses were erected on the property.
1t was a small but pretty and convenient oetagonal build-
ing of brick, and was placed toward the center or back part
of the lot, and was afterward an ornament o the garden.
In this building David Rittenhouse set up his telescope and
other instruments for asironomical observetions. Among
them were several instruments made by himself, including
an equal-altitude instrument, a transit telescope, and an
excellent time-piece, with others necessary for use in such
an establishment. It must be stated that although David
Rittenhouse held various trusts, among which was State
Treasurer (as salready mentioned), Trustee of the State
Loan Office, and Director of the United States Mint from
1792 to 1795, he never diminished his devotion fo secience,
Agtronomy was his delight. In daytime he gave to observa-
tions his spare time, and in the evening his telescope afforded
him instruction and recreation when the sky was clear and
the stars shone brightly.

RITTENHOUSE'S MANSION.

In 1787 the house at the northwest corner of Seventh and
Arch Streets was finished and David Rittenhouse removed
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there. The building was planned in the respectable style
of architecture of the time. It was three stories high and
built of red and black bricks placed alternately, and was
probably one of the last buildings for which that variety was
made that was erected in this city. The use of red and
black bricks had gone out entirely by 1800. The door on
Arch Street was ornamented with plain wood frontispiece
and pediment. There were three windows in the upper
stories in front, four in the main building on the side, to
which was added an extension two and a half stories in
height, which was joined by a kitchen of two stories. The
wall ran along Seventh Street. As the Rittenhouse man-
sion was one of the last in which red and black bricks were
used, it may be mentioned as probably one of the first
dwelling houses of pretension in the city which was erected
with plain, flat roof, discarding the conventional pitched
roof, affording garret space, lighted with dormer windows,
showing a gable on the side. This house at the corner and
the one north of it were the only dwellings on the lot until
vears after the death of Mr. Rittenhouse, which oceurred
June 26, 1796. Here he resided with his second wife,
Hannah, who was a daughter of —— Jacobs, a distinguished
and influential Quaker family, and a sister to John Jacobs
and Israel Jacobs, whe were well-informed country gentle-
men—the former was Speaker of the General Assembly of
Pennsylvania and the latter a member of Congress after
the Revolution—and here was married Elizabeth Ritten-
house, his eldest daughter, in 1788, to Jonathan Dickinson
Sargeant, the lawyer, who was a merber of the Continental
Congress in 1776 and 1777 and the first Attorney General
of Pennsylvania, from 1777 to 1780. ZFsther Rittenhouss,
the second daughter, was married in the same house to Dr.
Nicholas Baker Waters in 1790, and became a widow in
1794 Mrs. Sergeant met with a similar misfortune in 1793,
David Rittenhouse died June 26, 1796, his two widowed
daughters then residing with him,
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THE OBSERVATORY—A MAUSOLEUM.

The observatory, which had been the delight of the philo-
sopher in his lifetime, was desired by him to be his mauso-
leum afier his death. A plain slab of marble, inscribed only
with his name, the time of decease, and age, was placed
above it. The service took place in the garden at the obser-
vatory. The Rev. Ashbel Green, of the Second Presbyterian
Church, made an address on the occasion. When first
erected the situation of the observatory was not ineligible;
the ground in the neighborhood of Arch and Seventh
Streets was mostly vacant. The Rittenhouse lot was of
generous width, and if the progress of improvement in the
neighborhood could have been restrained the usefulness of
the structure would not have been interfered with, But
large buildings began to be erected on Arch Street, so that
the observatory was hemmed in, and the uncbstructed view
of the heavens necessary for scientific observation was shut
out. When the family sold the property the observatory was
taken down,and, of necessity, the remaing of Rittenhouse
were removed. They were placed in the graveyard of the
Third Presbyterian (“ Old Pine Street”) Church. From said
graveyard the remains of David Rittenhouse were removed
again, on January 18, 1878, and reinterred in lot, west part
of 61 and east part of 62, Section P, in North Laurel Hill
Cemetry, Philadelphia, where we hope they may rest un-
molested for ever.

TROUBLE COMES—THE CASE OF THE SLOOP ¥ ACTIVE.”

After the death of Mrs. Rittenhouse (October, 1799),
Mrs. Elizabeth Sargeant continued to reside in the house at
the corner of Seventh Strest, while her sister, Mrs. Hsther
Waters, occupied the adjoining dwelling house on Seventh
Street,on the north end of the lot. The properties were not
separated otherwise, the garden space being open for the use
of hoth families. Around this corner, in the year 1809, were

posted State troops, who bivouacked in the streets and kept
2 -
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off all intruders from the citadel of their defense, the Rit-
tenhouse dwellings. The manner in which Mrs. Sargeant
and Mrs. Waters became involved in this warlike contro-
versy was somewhat peculiar, The culmination was the
result of a dispute which had arisen between the State of
Pennsylvania and the Continental Congress, to which the
Federal Government sueceeded, and which was kept up dur-
ing a period of thirty-one years. The controversy was over
a claim for prize money. On the lst of August, 1778, the
British sloop “ Active ” sailed from Jamaica for New York.
Among the crew were four American sailors, and they roze
upon the captain, passengers, and rest of the crew, drove
them below, and took possession of the vessel. This was
near Cape Charles. The captors labored under the dis-
ability that whilst they had powder they had no shot. The
officers below were supplied with powder and shot, and the
captain threatened to blow up the deck to get repossession of
the vessel. It was finally agreed that the sailors should take
boats and row to land. Before the triice was consummated
the armed brig “ Convention,” Captain Houston, sent out by
the State of Pennsylvania, fell in with the * Active” and
captured her, the “Gerard ” privateer of Philadelphia also
being near, and brought the “ Active” into Philadelpbia.
The cargo consisted of rum and tebacco, and was valuable.
Captain Houston filed a libel in Admiralty on bebalf of
himself, crew,and the Siate of Pennsylvania. The * Gerard ”
also made claim for a portion of the prize money.

BENEDICT ARNOLD'S SPECULATION.

Then came in another ¢laim, Gideon Olmstead, one of the
sailors who had revolted, on behalf of himself and the three
seamen demanding the whole or a portion of the proceeds.
It was afterward ascertained that Major-General Benedict
Arnold, who was then in military command at Philadelphia,
had purchased the rights of Olmstead and the other sailors
“on speculation,” and was actually the claimant. The Ad-
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miralty Court awarded the prize money as follows, three-
fourths to the “ Conveniion” and “ Gerard” and one-fourth
to the seamen. If it had not been for Arnold there would
have been no further trouble, but he was greedy; he
wanted more than one-fourth of the proceeds. He was
then in good repute as an Ameriean officer, and was not sus-
peeted of the rascality which was afierward discovered to
have been perpetrated by him. He went to Congress to ob-
tain the passage of a resolution by which that body under-
took to revise the decision of Judge George Ross in the
Admiralty of Pennsylvania, and ordered the latter to make
a new decree and turn overall the prize money to Olmstead
and his companions.

STATE RIGHTS V8. CONTINENTAL RIGHTS.

Then arose what was probably the first controversy in
America about State rights. Pennsylvania denied the au-
thority of Congress to interfere with the judgment of a
State Court, and Judge Ross refused to make the order. The
manner in which David Rittenhouse became involved in
this controversy was by reason of being Treasurer of the
Btate of Pennsylvania. Under the decree of the Court, the
three-fourths part of the money was paid, one portion to the
owners of the “ Gerard” and the other to the State of Penn-
sylvania as owners of the brig “Convention.” The fourth,
which was awarded to Olmstead and his companions, was
paid into the State Treasury and received by Treasurer Rit-
tenhouse. As he was personally liable for the money he
retained it to save his bond, and the money was in his
possession at the time of his death. The seamen, or
persons representing them, had brought a suit against him
which was decided against them. In 1803 the Legislature
ordered Mrs. Sargeant and Mrs, Waters, as executrixes of
their father, to pay the money which they held into the
State Treasury, pledging them the faith of the Common-
wealth to hold them harmless from all consequences, They
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did so,and congratulated themselves that they had got rid
of this troublesore business.

PROLONGED LITIGATION.

Olmstead and his companions, or whoever was interested
in the elaim, failed in the Supremse Court of the State, and
then resorted to the United States Distriet Court. They
demanded that the whole fund, about $15,000, should be
paid to them by virtue of the order of Congress in 1778, and
sought to exclnde the claims of the “ Convention” and the
“Gerard,” which really captured the “ Active,” altogsther.
There was some hesitation among the Federal authorities in
proceeding. It was understood that the State of Pennsyl-
vania stood behind all the defendants, and collision might
be expected if the United States undertook to proceed against
the State, which denied jurisdiction of Congress and the
Federal Courts. The delay continued until 1809, when a
writ was issued from the United States District Court at
Philadelphia ordering the Marshal of the United States,
John Smith, to arrest the persons of the execuirizes of
David Rittenhouse, and to imprison them until the amount
claimed was paid.

BRIGADIER GENERAL BRIGHT APPEARS ON THE SCENE.

Upon this Governor Snyder, with the consent of the Legis-
lature, ordered Brig. Gen. Michael Bright, of the city militia,
to protect the daughters of Rittenhouse by an armed force
against any atfempt to violate the laws of the Common-
wealth. The ladies lived in the two houses at the corner
of Seventh Btreet and north of the corner. On the 23d of
March, 1809, General Bright placed a guard of militia at the
doors of each house.

On the next day Marshal Smith proceeded to execute -his
writ, and found Sfate soldiers posted who, with their
bayonets, resisted his entrance. Marshal Smith made a
speech to the soldiers setting forth their duty to the Federal
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Government, but without effect. Matters rested, the guard
being kept up until April 10th. On the morning of that day
the Marshal managed to evade the sentinels and get into
Mrs. Sargeant’s house at the corner. Before he saw her she
was apprised of the danger, and, slipping through the
garden, passed into the house of Mrs. Waters, where the
ladies locked themselves in. The Marshal followed, but the
guard was alarmed and drove away the Marshal with fixed
bayonets. Upon this the Marshal issued a proclamation
calling for a posse comitatus of 2000 men to assemble at the
State House, April 18th. Upon this General Bright issued
orders calling out two regiments of Pennsylvania militia to
resist any attempt that might be made by the United States
officers. Bloodshed seemed imminent. (General Bright was
determined; his men were armed and furnished with
ammunition. The soldiers seemed to bhave no feeling,
except in favor of the State. In the community there were
various opinions—some of them bitter.

STRATEGY BETTIER THAN FORCE.

The Marshal did not attempt to bring his posse comitatus
against the troops. His course was fo resort to strategy.
His first failure in getting over the femce and imnto the
garden did not discourage him. Bui as Arch Street and
Seventh Street were filled with soldiers he wisely attempted
to approach the citadel from a distant and undefended base
of operations, so that the garrison might be faken by surprise,
Commencing on Cherry Street, between Seventh and Eighth,
be scaled a fence which gave admission to an enclosure,
from which he made a charge upon ancther yard, and so
on by degrees gamed the garden of the Rittenhouse man-
sion, and, again enfering the .house of Mrs, Sargeant,
encountering that lady, made her his prisoner. General
Bright was doubtiless acting under the advice of the
Attorney General and the Governor. He did not bring in
his soldiers to attempt & bloody rescue, the Marshal was
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allowed to carry away his prisoner, and the more peaceful
method of writ of habeas corpus was resorted to. It was
brought up before Chief Justice Tilghman, of the Supreme
Court, and he decided against the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania upon what might be considered a {fechnicality.
He did not examine into the question whether the Conti-
nental Congress of 1778, before any Federal Union had been
formed or Constitution adopted, had a right to overrule
the judgment of a State Court acting under State laws; but
he held that the Federal Courts had succeeded to the
authority of the Admiralty Courts of the Revolution and
that he had no power to set aside the decision of the United
States Court upon the object of its present jurisdiction,
although that decision might be manifestly wrong. Mrs.
Sargeant was therefore remitted to the custody of Marshal
Smith. She was released from the unpleasant predicament
in a day or two. Governor Snyder had anthority, under an
Act of Assembly, to settle the case and pay back the money
if he thought it necessary. The time had come, the judg-
ment was satisfied, Mrs. Sargeant was released, and “ Fort
Rittenhouse,” as her mansion was thereafter called, was
placed upon a peace footing.

GENERAL ERIGHT COMMITTED AND PUNISHED.

General Bright did not escape so easily. He was arrested
with some of his soldiers and tried in the United States
Circuit Court, before Judges Washington and Peters, for
resisting the laws of the United States. Their principal
defense was that they were soldiers of the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania, and hound to obey the Governor's orders.
Judge Washington charged against the validity of this
defense. The jury was out three days and three nighis.
They brought in a special verdict, declaring that the defend-
ants had acted under authority of the State of Pennsyl-
vania. The Court pronounced them guilty. General Bright
was sentenced fo three months’ imprisonment and & fine of
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$200, and his men to one month’s imprisonment and a fine
of $50. President Madison pardoned them in the course of
& few days, upon the ground that they had acted under a
mistaken sense of duty. When they came out of prison
they were received by the Mayor and Democratic citizens,
and honored by a public dinner.

(Governor Snyder sent a letter declaring his sense of the
fidelity and patriotism of Bright and his companions. At
the next sesston of the Legislature it was proposed to offer a
pecuniery compensation to the General and his men, but
the proposition was not carried out.

FROM M. AUGE'S “« BIOGRAPHY OF GREAT MEN OF
MONTGOMERY CO., PA.”

** Modern Philosophy anon,
Will, at the rate she’s mashing on,
Yoke lighining to her railroad car,
And, posting like a shooting star,
Swift as 2 solar radistion,
Ride the wide cironit of areation.*

“The name of David Riitenhouse is a household word in
Pennsylvania—e synonym for mathematics, mechanies, and
philesophy. Noname in American annals furnishes a more
exemplary instance of climbing the hill of science almost
unaided, and by the mere force of native genius, industry,
and perseverance; and there is no name in history that
affords more encoursgement to the young to pry into the
arcana of nature in search of her yet unrevealed truths.

# David Rittenhouse was the son of Matthias Ritienhonse
a grandson i of William, who emigrated to “ye German.
town” or vicinity soon after Penn founded Philadelphia. He
was born on the 8th of April, 1738, almost contemporaneous

* The sentiment of this verse waa prophetie, for it was written twenty
vears before the invention of the telegraph.

+ Great-gracdson.
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with Washington. He was the oldest son, and as such put
carly to the plow, for help in those days was the great desid-
eratum, as every useful thing had to be got from the earth
by delving for it. But, like Burns, who about the same time
was weaving poetic measures in the furrow, so Rittenhouse
had his thoughts revelving with cogs, levers, and equations
as he abstractedly strode over the fields. Although born on
the Wissahickon, his father removed with him when a child
to a farm a little northwest of Norristown, where he showed
his mechanical bent so early as his eighth year in constructing
a miniature water-power mill. His father had a brother
Henry, located near him in Worcester township, from whom
many of the present family now living in Montgomery
county are descended.

%1t seems nearly incredible, and yet is authoritatively
stated, that he made a wooden clock, untaught, so early as
his eighteenth year. Itis also said that he made this clock
in a house where in late years Matthias Harley kept stors
and had the post office, in what is now known as Fair View,
about half a mile up the turnpike from his father’s place,
right on the summit. Then he built a workshop at his
father’s place and began the business of a clockmaker soon
after.”

In the University of Pennsylvanis is preserved the great
orrery made by David Rittenhouse. .

Walter H. Corson, of Plymounth, Monigomery county, has
a surveyor's level made by David Rittenhouse.

Augustus Egolf, of Norristown, Montgomery county, Pa.,
bhas a clock made by David Rittenhonse about the year
1765,

Samuel Horner, of Norristown, Montgomery county, Pa.,
bas a surveyor's compass made by David Rittenhouse, in
complete working order, and in as good condition as when
new.
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In the United States Mint at Philadelphia is a scales in
mahogany case made by David Rittenhouse when he was
Director of the Mint, or previous to that time.

In the year 1756 he made an eight-day clock for his
brother-in-law, Mr. Barton, over the dial-plate of which was
engraved this mementory motto—Tempus fugit ; and under-
neath this blunt but too often necessary precept—Go about
your business.

RrrTeNHoUSE CLOOKH.

David Rittenhonse’s brother Benjamin, in a written com-
munication made to the writer of these memoirs in the year
1796, observes that the Doctor “when in health was cheer-
ful, and his passions, unless they were excited by the abuses
and knavery of men, either in public or private life, were -
moderate ; but when he conceived that the interest or liber-
ties of his country were endangered he would, on these oceca-

_5ions, express himself with great warnith and asperity.

T
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ArricLEs WrirTEN BY Davio Rerrexmousg, LL.D., Frox
1732 mo 1796.

% Caleulation of the Transit of Venus over the Sun, in
1769,” 14 pages. “ Observations on the Comet of June and
July, 1770,” 5 pages. “An Easy Method of Deducing the
Time of the Sun’s Passing the Meridian,” 4 pages. “ Effects
of Lightning,” two articles, 8 pages. “ Astronomical Obser-
vafions,” 5 pages. “On a Method of Finding a Sum of
Several Powers,” 2 pages. “Discovery and Account of a
Comet,” 1 page. “A Description of an Orrery Executed on
8. New Plan, 1771,” 8 pages. “Oration on Astronomy,”
before the American Philosophical Society in 1775. “To
Determine the True Place of a Planet in an Elliptical Orbit,
1799,” 6 pages. *On the Improvement of Time Keepers,”
3 pages. “On the Expansion of Wood by Heat,” 3 pages.
“A Method of Raising the Common Logarithm,” 3 pages.
The aforesaid communications were published in the first
four quarto volumes of the © Transactions of the American
Philesophical Society.” He translated from the (erman
the drama of “ Lucia Simpson” and the “ Idyls of Gesner.” -

A letter written by David Rittenhouse -~

PriLsprLrms, Aug. 18, 1732,
8ir.—T Suppose you have not yet Settled with Council the matter con-
cerning money advaneed to reerniting Officers. Several other County
Treasurers in the Same Situation have transmitted to me their receipts,
having explained the matter to the Comptroller General; if you will send
your Vouchers to me I will give you a receipt for the Amount on zecount
of the Second Class Tax; the Sooner the better, as I am now making up
my gecounts for the present year.
Your most Obed't Humble Servt.

DAVID RITTENHOUSE, S, Treus.
Wriam Hewry, Esqume.

The activity and the very intelligent mind of Mrs. Ritten-
house both prompted and enabled her to relieve her husband
from much of the perplexity which at that time attended
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the duties of State Treasurer. Indeed, it was owing to the
great attention of that excellent woman {0 some of the more
important transactions of the office, and her capability to
manage and superintend the current business of that depart-
meni of the public affairs in the absence of her husband
from home, or when incapacitated by bodily indisposition
from personal attention, that the Government was enabled
to avail iiself, in several instances, of the talents and services
of Mr. Rittenhouse in matters of high importance to the
community which required the aid of his abilities. On
such oceasions he ever found Mrs. Rittenhonse a competent,
as well as a most faithful assistant in the business of the
Treasury.

David Rittenhouse departed this life without a struggle
and in the calmest manner, ten minutes before two o'clock
on the morning of Sunday, the 26th day of Jume, 1796, in
presence of his youngest daughter, Mrs. Waters, and William
Barton. His excellent wife, who had ever been assiduous in
herattendance on her husband, both in sickness and in health
had retired from his chamber about two hours before, unable
to support the awful scene of expiring genius and virtue.

IN COUNCIL OF BAFETY,

PEmADELPHIA, Decomber 8, 1776,
&y, THERE is cerfain intellipence of General Howe's Army being
yesterday on its march from Brunswick fo Princetown, which puts it be-
yond a doubf that he intends for this ¢ity.—This glorions opportunity of
signalizing himself in defense of our Country, and Secauring the Rights of
Amerjea forever, will be seized by every man who has e Spark of Patrictie
fire in his bosom. 'We entzeat you to march the Militia under your com-
wand with all possible expedition-to this eity, and bring with you as many
waggons a8 you can pessibly procare, which you are hereby authorized fo
impress, if they canuot be had otherwise—Delay not a moment, it may be
fatal and suhject you and all yon hold raost dear to the roffian hands of the
enemy, whose cruelties are without distinetion aud unequalled.
By order of the Council,
DAVID RITTENHOUBE, Vice President.

e
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To tEE CoLoxmELs oR ComMMaNDING OFFICERS OF THE RESPECTIVE
BATTALIONS OF THIS STATE.

TWO O'CLOCK, P. M.

The Enemy are at Trenton, and all the City Militia are marched to meet
them.—From an old Manuscript.

WARRANT CREATING THE BOARD OF WAR.

The Supreme Execative Couneil of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
yania ;

To David Rittenhouse, Owen Biddle, William Moore, Joseph Dean,
Sawuel Mormris, Senr., Samuel Cadwalader Morris, John Bayard, George
Gray, and John Bull, Esquires, Send Greeting :

WHEREAS, The civil department of this commonwealth requires Great
attention and will for some time fully employ this conmeil to discharge the
dutics thereof, And it is also of Great Importance that a due attention
be Sl paid to the war which we are engaged in.  And Confiding in your
Abilities and Integrity, We do appoint you a Board of war for the Land
Service of this State, hereby giving to you or any three of you full power
and anthority to do and perform all maiters and things necessary in said
Deportment, Subject nevertheless to the directions and examinations of
this conneil from time to time as we may judge expedient, and Saving to
ourselves always the power of appointing officers agreeable to the Frame
of Government of this Commonwealth ; This Commission to continne in
force until revoked by this or a future Supreme Exeentive Council

Dated, Philadelphia thiz 13th day of March in the year of our Lord
1777,

Signed
Attest :

THOMS. WHARTON, JR., Prest.
Tr. MATLACK, Secry.

A monument of granife about twelve feet high was erected
to the memory of David Rittenhouse, & few years ago, in the
Court House Yard at Nerristown, Montgomery County, Pa.
with the following inseriptions—:

{ First side. }
1784. 1884.
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MERIDIAN STONE, AT NORRISTOWN,
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{ Second side.)
Erected by the Montgomery County
Centennial Association.

(Third aide.)
He calculated and observed the
transit of Venus at his home
in Norriton, 1769.

(Fourth side.}
David Rittenhouse, Eminent
Astronomer and Mathematician,
born April 8, 1732, died June 26, 1796.

Lancasver, December 30th, 1812,

Dear Sir.—1 felt no Small degree of pleasure and Satisfaction, on un-
derstanding that you sre about publishing Memoirs of the life of Dr.
Rittenhouss : knowing from your connaxion, and intimacy with him for
many years, you have it in yonr power to delineate, and transmit his trne
character and a knowledze of his rare virtues to posterity, with as much,
if not more acouracy than any other person. As T also have had the
pleasure aud advantage of Dr. Rittenhonse's acquainiance and friendship,
I request you to accept of the following short sketch of his character, as
% Small testimony of my esteem for him when living, and of my venera-
tion for his memory, now he is po more. I am, dear Sir, your Sincere

friend
ANDREW ELLICOTT,.

The following are in possession of Abram H. Cassel, the
antiquary, at Harleysville:—

“ Father Abraham’s Almanack for the year 1777,” con-
taining the Astronomical calculations made by David Rit-
tenhouse, of -which the publisher says: “Therefore they
can be most firmly relied on;” also “The Rittenhouse Al-
manac for 1806, by Baily.

“ A New System of Modern Geography: or A Historical
and Commercial Grammar. By William Guthrie and
David Rittenhouse, The Monigomery County Philosopher
and Astronomer,” two volumes, large quarto, 1794.
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« A Contract for Sale of Land between Henry Frey and
Gerhard Levering,” dated April 80, 1700, with autographs of
Johannes Kelpius and Claus Rittinghuis (Nicholas Ritten-
house) as witnesses.

Diss E ist Elizabeth Riittinhausen, marek.

PORETRALITE OF DAVID RITTENHOUSE.

The portrait of David Rittenhouse presented im this
volume is from a portrait painted by Mr. Charles W. Peale
in the year 1772, when David was forty years of age. At
that time he wore a wig, and was so represented in the pic-
ture; but afterwards when he resumed the wearing of his ~
own hair, the portrait was altered accordingly by Mr. Peale.
The picture also represents him with a ruffled shirt, but he
was a plain man, and it is traditionally said by the older
Rittenbouses that he never wore a ruffled shirt.

Mr. Charles W, Peale painted at the same fime another
portrait of him for himself, which is likewise altered from
the original painting. It has & place in Mr. Peale’s gallery
of portraits. There is a third, by the same hand, in the
possession of the American Philosophiecal Society.

Another good picture of David Rittenhouse was also then
made by Mr. James Peale for the Rev. Mr. Barton. This
(which represents him with a wig) was later in the posses-
sion of John Moore White, Esq,, of New Jersey, who married
Mr. Barton’s youngest daughter. A pretty good portrait in
a large size, done from Mr. Charles W. Peale’s painting of
David Rittenhouse, was executed by Mr. E. Savage in the
winter of 1796, and since that time some small engravings
have been made from different pictures of him, but these do
not so well preserve the likeness.

There is also a portrait of Miss Hettie Barton, of Philadel-
phis, a great beauty and belle in her day. It was taken as
a young and pretty girl in party dress, during the year 1763,
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by Charles W. Peale, and is now in possession of her grand-
daughter, Mrs, Harrison, widow of the late George W, Harri-
son, of the United States Navy, at Washington, a descendant
of Esther Rittenhouse, a sisier of David and Benjamin.

AN ENGLISH OBITUARY NOTICE OF DR.
RITTENHOUSE,

Extracted from the Furopean Magazine, for July, 1796.

In the sixty-fourth year of his age died David Riiten-
house, the American philosopher. His history is curious,
from the admiration in which his character was held.
Rittenhouse was a native of America, and in the early part
of his life he mingled the pursuits of science with the active
employments of a farmer and watchmaker. (He never pro-
fessed the business of making watches. The first mechanical
occupation he assumed was that of & clockmaker, an em-
ployment he pursued many yeers in the earlier part of his
life.) Im 1769, he was invited by the American Philosophi-
cal Society to join & number of gentlemen who were then
occupied in making some astronomical observations, when
he particularly distingnished himself by the accuracy of his
calculations and the eomprehension of hismind. He after-
ward constructed an observatory [Dr. Rittenhouse’s observa-
tory at Norriton—the place of his original residence and the
seat of his farm-house—was erected prior o the celebrated
“ astronomical observations” made by him in the year 1769,
which were those relating to the transit of Venus over the
Sun’s disk on the third of Junein that year—W.R.], which he
superintended in person, and which was the source of many
important discoveries, as well as greaily tending to the diffu-
sion of knowledge in the western world. During the Amer-
ican War he was an active asserier of the cause of inde-
pendence. Since the establishment of the peace he succes-
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sively filled the offices of Treasurer of the State of Pennsyl-
vania and Director of the National Mint, in both of which
capacities he was alike distinguished for strength of judg-
ment and integrity of heart. IHe succeeded the illustrious
Fronkiin in the offico of President of the Philosophical
Society, a sitnation which the bent of his mind and the course
of his studies had rendered him eminently qualified to fill,
and toward the close of his days he retired from public life
to the enjoyment of domestic happiness, when he formed a
circle of private friends, who will continue to admire his
virtues as a man, while the world will appland his talents
as a philosopher.

CHARACTER OF DR. RITTENRHOUSE.

{From Barton.)
Communicated o the author of the memoirs of his life,
in a letter from Andrew Ellicott, Fisq :—

Wirsiam Bartoy, Esg:—

“I bhecame acquainted with the late Dr. Rittenhouse in
the sixteenth year of my age, being first introduced to him,
after he removed to the city of Philadelphia, by the late
Joseph Galloway, Esq., and my father, both of whom
were sincerely attached to him, not only on account of his
seientific talents and acquirements, but for his public and
private virtues. From that period to the end of his life we
enjoyed an uninterrupted friendship.

“In my scientific pursnits I was frequently aided by him,
particularly in that part which relates to astronomy, with
which he was beiter acquainted, both in theory and practice,
than any other person in this couniry; and when he ceased
to calculate the almanacs for the Middle States, at his re-
quest I continued them several years.

“In the years 1774 and 1785 Dr. Rittenhouse and myself
were engaged in defermining the boundaries between this
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Commonwealth and the State of Virginia; and in the year
1786 in determining the boundary between this Common-
wealth and the State of New York. In those arduous em-
ployments I had many opportunities of witnessing his ad-
dress in overcoming the numerous difficnities we necessarily
bad to encounter in the then wilderness in which our oper-
ations were performed.

“As a genileman of general science, Dr. Rittenhouse
would have held a respectable rank in any country, but as
a mechanist and astronomer he has had but few equals. It
has been frequently asked,—Why has he not left more evi-
dence of his talents for the use of posterity? In answer to
this question, it is to be observed that almost from his
childhood he had a complaint in his breast, which increased
so much with his age, that for the last fifteen years of his
life—and in which he had the most leisure for composition,
—it was painful for him to support the position a person
must occupy when writing. This circumstance I have fre-
quently heard him lament in a feeling manner, as it pre-
vented him from answering letters with promptitude and
writing to his friends as often as he wished.

“Though Dr. Rittenhouse had not the advaniage of a
Iiberal education, he wrote not only correctly but with ease,
. He made himself master of the German language, to which
he was partial, and of the Irench so far as to read the
scientific works in that fongue with facility.

“As a hushand and a father he might be taken as an
example and a pattern in the most virtuous community
that ever existed. He was & geood citizen and warm and
sincere in his friendships, and though reserved in large mixed
companies, he was cheerful and communicative when in
small circles of his friends. His mind appeared formed
for contemplation, and therefore not calculated for the noisy
and busy seenes of this world. From this placid turn of
mind he had a singular antipathy to all mobs and riets,

and I recollect to have heard him speak of the riots of the
13
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Paxton boys (as they were called) with greater acrimony
than on any other occasion,—more than twenty years afier
they happened. Being a philanthropist by nature, he
wished the happiness and welfare of the whole human race,
and viewed slavery in all its forms with feelings of horror.
From this attachment to the happiness, the rights, and the -
liberty of his fellow creatures he was led to take an active
and useful part in favor of our Revolution, which separated
the colonies (now the United States) from the mother country.

“ His contemplative mind naturally carried him to piety;
but his liberality was so great {that he did not appear to
give a very decided preference fo any one of the seets into
which Christianity is divided. ~ He practised the morality of —
a sincere Christian, withont troubling himself about the
dogmas of the different Churches. ‘

“ His manners were plain and unassuming, though not
without a sufficient share of dignity, and, from a conscious-
ness of his own talents, he did not envy those of others.

“Tt has too frequently happened, for the honor of science
and literature, that men of great and commanding talents
have been obstinately dogmatic end impatient of contradic-
tion ; of those blemishes Dr. Rittenhouse had notf a shadow.

“To conclude: if Dr. Rittenhouse was not the greatest
man of the age, his character has fower blemishes in it; and
if his talents wers not of that kind which are usually eon-
sidered the most brilliont, they were—like those of Wasna-
ineToN—of the most solid and useful order.”

A LETTER FROM GENERAL WASHINGTON

to the Writer of the Memoirs of David Rittenhouse, Wil-
liam Barton, on the subject of nobility :(—

Mount VERNON, Sept. 7, 1788,

Sir.—At the seme time Y announce to you the receipt of your obliging

letter of the 28th of last month, which eovered au ingenious essay on
Heraldry, T have to acknowledge my obligations for the sentiments your
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partiality has been indulgent enough to form of me, and my thanks for
the terms in which your urbanity has been pleazed to express them.

Imperfeetly acquainted with the subject, as T profess myself to be; and
persuaded of your skill, as I am ; it is far from my design to intimate an
opinior, that Heraldry, Coat-Armour, &e. might not be rendered conducive
to publie and private uses, with us,—or, that they can have any tendency
unfriendly to the purest spirit of Republicanism ; on the contrary, a dif-
ferent conclugion is deducible from the practice of Congress and the States ;
all of which have established some kind of Armorial Devices, to authen-
ticate their official instrnments. Buat, sir, you mnust be sensible, that
political sentimenta are very varicus among the people in the several
States ; and that a formidable opposition to what appears to be the pre-
vailing sense of the Union i3 but just declining into peaceable acquiescence.
While, therefore, the minds of a certain portion of the community (pos-
sibly from turbulent or sinister views) are, or affect tobe, haunied with
the very spectre of innovation ;—while they are indefitigably striving to
make the credulity of the less-informed part of the citizens subservient
to their schemes, in believing that the proposed General Government is
pregoant with the seeds of Diserimination, Oligarchy and Despotism ;—
while they are clamorously endeavoring to propagate an idea, that those
whom they wish, invidionsly, to designate by the name of the *“well
bom,” are meditating in the first instance to distingnish themselves
from their compatriots, and to wrest the dearest privileges from the btk
of the people ; and while the apprehensions of some, who bave demon-
strated themselves the sincere, but too jealous friends of Liberty, are
feelingly alive to the effects of the actual Revolution and too much in-
clined to coincide with the prejudices above described, it might not per-
haps be advisable to stir any guestion that would tend to reanimate the
dying embers of faction, or blow the dormant spark of jealousy into an in-
extinguishable flame. I need not say, that the deplorable comsequences
would be the same, zilowing there shonld be no real fonndation for jealonsy
(in the judgment of sober reason) as if there were demonstrable, even
palpable, canses for i

I make these observations with the greafer freedom becsuse T have
onee been & witness to what I conceived to have hesn s 1nost unreasonable
prejudice, against an innecent institution ; I mean the Soeiety of the (in-
cinnati. I was conscious that my owp proceedings on that subject were
immacnlate, T was aleo convineed, that the members,—aetuated by motivea
of sensibility, charity and patriotism,—were doing a landable thing, in erect-
ing that memorial of their common services, sufferings and friendships ;—
and I had not the most remote snspicion, that oor conduct thersin would
have been unprofitable, or unpleasing to our countrymen. Yet have we
been virnlently traduced, 28 to our dexigns; and I have not sven escaped
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being represented ag shortsighted, in not foreseeing the consequences,—or
wanting in patriotism, for not discoursging an establishment, ealenlated to
create distinctions in soclety and subvert the principles of a republican
government, Indeed, the phaniom seems now to be pretty well laid ; ex-
cept on cerfain oecasions,—when it s conjured up by designing men, to
work their own purposes upon terrified imaginations :—You will recollect
there have not been wanting, in the lats political discnssions, those who
were hardy enough to assert that the proposed General Government was
the wicked and traitorous fabrication of the Cincinnati !

At this moment of general agitation and earnest solicitude, I should not
be surprised to hear a violent outery raised, by those who are hostile to the
New Constitution, that the proposition contained in your paper had veri-
fied their suspicions, and proved the design of establishing unjustifiable
diseriminations. Did I believe that to be the ease, I should not hesitate to
give it iny hearty disapprobation. But I proceed on other gronunds :—Al-
though I make not the clamour of credulous, disappointed, or unreason-
able men, the criterion of Truth ; yet I think their clamounr might have an
ungracions influence at the present eritical juneture ; and, in my judgment,
some respect should not only be paid to prevalent opinjons,—but even
some sacrifices might innocently be made to well meant prejudices, in a
popular government. Nor could we hope the evil impression would be
sufficiently removed, should your Account and Illustrations, be found
adequate to produce conviction on candid and unprejudiced minds.

For myself, I can readily acquit you of having any design of facilitating
the setting up of an ** Order of Nobility :"—I do not doubt the rectitude
of your intentions, But, under the existing circwnstances, I would
willingly decline the honor you have intended me, by your polite INsCRIP-
TI0N, if there should be any danger of giving serious pretext (however ill-
founded in reality) for producing or confirming jeslousy and dissension,
in a single instance, when harmony and accommodation are most essen-
tially requisite to our publie prosperity,——perhaps to our national existence.

My remarks, you will please to observe, go only to the expediency, not
to the merits of the proposition ; what may he neeessary and proper here-
after, I hold myself incompetent to decide, as L am but a private citizen.
Yon may, however, rest satisfied, that your composition is calenlated to
give favorable impressions of the science, candor and ingeruity, with
which you have handled the subject ; and that, in all personal considera-
tions, I remain with great estcem, sir, your most obedient and most

humble servant,
G0, WASHINGTON,
W, BarTon, Esq.
During the occupaney of Philadelphia by the British
forees under Sir William Howe, the commander-in-chief, from

.
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the 26th of September, 1777, until the evacuation of that city
on the 18th of June,in {he following year, Mr. Rittenhouse
resided at Lancaster, where he was busily employed in the
duties of his office of Treasurer of the State.* Before his
removal from Philadelphia, he had placed his family at or
in the vicinity of his farm in Norriton, distant about twenty
miles in a northwesterly direction from the capital, then
conceiving that sitnation to be a place of safety from any
hostile excursions, while he himself continued in the borough
of Lancaster. He made his home at the house of the late
William Henry, Esq, at that time Treasurer of the rich and
populous county of the same narme, a situation which was
very commodious for the business of his office, from its con-
nection with that of the County Treasurer, and one which was
also rendered the more agreeable by reason of Mr. Henry
being & person of very considerable mechanical ingenuity.
The separation of Mr. Rittenhouse from his wife and
children—attended, too, as it was, by the most embarrassing
circumstances, and great uncertainty with respect to the ex-
tent of its continuance—produced in such & disposition as his
the niost poignent feelings. His lot, it is true, was that of
thousands of his fellow-citizens ; nor were the opposite party
exempt from similar evils, many of whom were obliged to
abandon their homes, and, after making great sacrifices, fo
seek an asylum among strangers. These were a part of the
miseries inseparable from a state of war, and some of them
were of that nature which necessarily resulted from a war of
so singular a character ;—considerations, however, which
could not afford much alleviation to the anxzious feelings of
our philosopher in his exile. Those sensations were in his

* His active mind derived mueh of ita happiness from its continual
employment. It appears that, while engaged in the duties of his office at
Lancaster, in the latter part of the year 1777, he made the calculations for
an Ephemeris, called ‘‘ Father Abreham’s Pocket-Almanack for the year
MDCOLXXVIILY
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mind extremely acute, aggravated, as they were, by the al-
most hopeless eondition of his native country at that time.

A letter which he wrote to his wife from Lancaster on the
26th of January, 1778, strongly bespeaks bis inquietude and
distress at that alarming period, and is, besides, so very
expressive of his purity of heart and the delicacy of his con-
jugal and parental affections, that the following extracis
from it will, it is presumed, be strikingly indicative of his
principles and temper :—

“ One of your last,” says Mr. Rittenhouse to his wife, “ con-
vinces me that the fears I expressed in a former letter are
well founded; I mean, that you will write when writing is
painful to you. Indeed, my dear H., I am not so unreason-
able as to desire it. Your letters, my dearest H.,, give me
mingled pleasure and pain. There iIs nothing in this world
I value so much as your esteem and affection. Your very
kind expressions of regard and concern for my health would,
therefore, make me happy if it were not for cur unfortunae
sitnation. But we have long since talked of the necessity of
reconciling ourselves to the prospect of 2 separation—perhaps
for years. This, I fear, you havestill made little progressin
doing, if I may judge from your letters. Nevertheless, the
dismal prospect still continues. I cannot, indeed, boast of
much more reschution myself. If Providence has espoused
the cause of our enemies—for wise reasons unknown to us—
Heaven, nevertheless, is my witness with what integrity I
have acted, and that the virtue and happiness of my fellow-
creatures has always been my principal object. I am, there-
fore, not at ali distressed on my own account, confident of
being happy in whatever part of the world my lot may be
thrown; but how to leave you exposed to the frowns of
fortune ; to leave you to the mercy of an unfeeling world,
rendered more callous by general distress ; to leave you thus,
confiding only in the goodness of Providence, is what I have
still to learn. May kind Heaven render it unnecessary.

“T shall, perhaps, before I seal this, appoint a time to meet
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you. In my last, I partly promised to come and stay a fort-
night with you ; but I do not now think it so safe, as I did
then. Inour present situation, I should not think it prudent
to stay above one night with you, as parties of horse are em-
ployed to pick up particular persons. For this reason, I
would rather meet you atone of your brothers’, or at ‘ sister’s’
[this sister of Mrs. Rittenhouse was the widow of Colonel
Caleb Parry, a gallant officer in the American service, who
wasg killed at the battle of Long Island in July, 1776], but I
apprehend the Schuylkill is, at present, difficult—if *not
dangerous—to cross on account of theice.

“ Tuesdey Morning.—) am now nearly determined to ap-
point next Saturday week, in the evening, to mest you at
brother John’s (John Jacobs, Esg.—this gentleman was a
brother of Mxs. Rittenhouse), and yet I fear it may expose
one or both of us to a very uncomfortable ride. I will, how-
ever, be there, if the weather be tolerable and health permit ;
but do not come, my dear H., if the weather should be bad ;
because if I do not find you there, I shall proceed to brother
Israel's (Israel Jacobs, Esq., another brother of Mrs. Ritten-
houss), where I shall be glad to find you on Sunday,in order
to accompany you home. If you can find any oppor-
tunity to write before then, I shall be glad to recsive a
line.”

A circumstance shall be noticed in this place, which, al-
though triviel in itself, will serve to show the grateful sense
entertained by our Philosopher of the merits of General
‘Washington. It appears that just about the time when the
provisional articles of peace concluded on between the
United States and Great Britain were made known in
Ameries, Mr. Rittenhouse had forwarded to the General, at
the headquarters of the army, a pair of spectacles and read-
ing glasses as a small testimonial of his respect for the
character and services of that great man, The terms of the
letter that accompanied this little présent are not known to
the writer of these memoirs; but of what complexion they
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were may be inferred from the General’s answer, which is
in these words:—
Newevren, 16th Feb,, 1783,

Sir.~—1 have been honored with your letter of the 7th, and beg you to
accept my sincere thanks, for the favor conferred on e, in the glassea—
which are very fine ; but more particularly, for the ﬂa.ttenng expresaions
which accompanied the presenta.

The spectaeles suit my eves extremely well—as I am persuaded the read-
ing glasses also will, when T get more accustomed to the use of them, At
present, I find some difficulty in coming at the proper foeus ; but when T
do obtain 1t, they magnify perfectly, and shew those letters very distinetly,
which'at first appearlike a mist blended together and confused. With great
esteem and respect, I am, sir, your most obedient and humble servant,

GO. WASHINGTON.
Davip Rrrrenaouse, EsQ.

The grinding and the polishing of the glasses were of Mr.
Rittenhouse’s own workmanship, and they were made for
the purpose. This circumstance,added to the manner and
oceasion of their being presented, eould not fail of rendering
them highly acceptable to the General.

DAVID RITTENHOUSE ON SLAVERY.

Wm. Barton says: “ No man ever held the slave trade, and
the condition of the hapless people who are the subjects of that
nefarious traffic, in greater abhorrence than the benevolent
Rittenhouse. A passage in hisoration fully evinces his senti-
ments on this subject. Inaddition to this highly respectable
testimony against negro slavery, let it be remembered that
one of the last acts of a public nature in which our Philo-
sopher’s predecessor {Dr. Franklin) was concerned, was to
sanction with his name the Memorial presented to the Go-
vernment of the United States on the subject of the slave
trade, by ‘The Pennsylvania Society for Promoting the
Abolition of Slavery, and the Relief of Free Negroes, Unlaw-
fully held in Bondage,’ of which Society that distinguished
man was the president.”
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At one time Mr. Barton gave some mathematical problems
to David Rittenhouse for solution. These had been furnished
by a schoolmaster in Mr. Barton’s neighborhood, who,
although reputed a pretty good mathematieian, possessed but
& small share of genius or invention, while he had a large
portion of confidence in his own abilities. In noticing these
problems, Mr. Rittenhouse could not refrain from showing
some little irritation ; he thought the communications too
trifling, too destitute of originality, or too nseless to merit
his attention; and, accordingly, he thus expressed himself
on the occasion, in a leiter dated February 3, 1772 1-—

“T entreat you not to insist on my measuring heads with
any pragmatical schoolmaster, who is heartily welcoms, for
ma, to divert himself with his x, y, z’s, at which he may be
very expert, and yet be, as you say, both ignorant and con-
" ceited. His first question, however, may be answered by
any young algebraist ; the second and third are more difficul,
and will admit of various answers. The fourth contains four
observations picked out (and carelessly emough, several of
the figures being wrong) of a set made on the comet 0f1682,
which I showed your son, William, in about half a dozen
different books; you will find them in Dr. Halley’s Astrono-
mical Tables. Everything relating to this comet has long
ago been seitled by Dr. Halley; so that, to give a complete
answer to the question, I need only transcribe from him ;
but you cannot conceive how much I despise this kind of
juggle, where no use is proposed. If your schoolmaster will
give me but three good observations (I do not want four) of
the comet of 1769, I will accept them with thanks, and soon
undertake the laboricus task of determining its orbit, which
we yet know nothing about.”

To this Mr. Barton replied, in a vein of good-humored
pleasantry :—

“T imagine you have mistaken me with regard to the
mathematical questions. They were not sent as trials of
your abilities; but, for reasons with which W. B. is
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acquainted, and which I have desired him to give you,in
order to afford you a laugh, I shall never ‘insist’ on your
‘measuring heads’ with a ¢ schoolmaster ’ of any kind; be-
cause 1 know full well, already, that your head is longer
than all the heads of the whole tribe. Had you known what
diversion your solutions would have afforded me, you would
have sent them,

Mr. William Kulp, of No. 2345 North 15th Street, Phila-
delphia, has a David Rittenhousse clock in his possession, in
good running order; it belonged to his mother, now living
with him and in her 94th year. Her father, William Dis-
mond, owned the clock before her as long as she can remem-
ber; he resided in Limerick, Montgomery County, Pa. Mr.
William Kulp is also a descendant of the Rittenhouse family,
7th generation. ’

There is a clock in the room of the Philosophical Society
at Fifth and Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia, which was made
by David Rittenhouse for the purpose of denoting the time
during the observation of the transit of Venus in the year
1769, June 3.

The case is a plain one, painted white, without any orna-
mental work, no carving, or fancy work of any kind.

The clock has been photographed by Wm. H. Richardson,
of Norristown, and a cui was made for this work.

Mr. Barton says: “In the Astronomical Clock made by
Dr. Rittenhouse and now in the Hall of the Philosophical
Society, I do net know,” says Mr. Patterson, “that there is
anything peculiar which requires mentioning except the
pendulum, especially the apparatus for counteractlng the
effects of change of temperature

“For this purpose there is fastened on the pendulum-rod
(which is of iron or steel) a glass tube of about thirty-six
inches long, bent in the middle into two parallel branches at
the distance of about an inch from eaeh other, the bend
being placed downward, immediately above the hob of the
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pendulum. The tube is open at one end and closed at the
other; the arm, which is close at top, is filled withiz about
two inches of the Iower end or bend with aleohol, and the
rest of the tube within about one-half of an inch of the upper
extremity or open end with mercury; a few inches of the
tnbe at this exfremity being about twice the width of the
rest of the tube.

“Now, when the heat of the air increases, it will expand
the pendulum-red, and would thus lower the cenier of
oscillation and cause the clock to go slower; but this effect is
completely counteracted by the expansion of the alcohol
chiefly, and of the mercury in part, which equally raises the
center of oscillation, and thus preserves an equable motion
in all the variable temperatures of the atmosphere.”

Mr. William Barton also has the following on page 540 :—

Some years after the decease of Dr. Rittenhouse it was
judged expedient to transfer his perishable remains from
their first place of sepulture to another; they were ac-
cordingly removed and interred in the cemetery adjoining
the Presbyterian Church in Pine Streei, Philadelphia, near
the body of his son-in-law, Mr. Sergeant. The grave of the
celebrated American astronomer is enclosed under a plain
slab of marble, thus inseribed . —

IN MEMORY OF
DAVID RITTENHOUSE,
Borx ApriL 8 1732,
Diep Juxe 24, 17086,
AND
HANNAH RITTENHOUSE,
HIS WIFE,
‘Wao Diep Ocroeer 15,
1799,
AGED 64 YEARS.
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But, although no costly tomb contains the ashes of this
eminently distinguished man, although no sculptured ceno-
taph, in any part of his countiry, blazons his genius or
records his fame; and notwithstanding the chisel of the
seulptor has never been employed in obedience to the public
voice fo produce a permanent resemblance of his eounte-
nance and figure, yet a monument of more durable nature
than any of these consecrates his virtues, his talents, and his
usefulness. A graiefnl remembrance of his modest worth is
enshrined in the hearts of the wise and the good of his own
age and couniry, and the nams of Davip RirreEnsoUsE will
be everywhere perpetuated with veneration and rencwn
among the sons of science and the benefactors of man-
kind.

FROM MEMOIRS OF DAVID RITTENHOUSE.

Letter from the Rev. Mr. Catheart to the writer of these
memoirg -—

Yorg, 13, Nov. 1812,

Dear Sir :—The following is 2 statement of the conversation which took
%ﬁe between Dra. Sproat and Rittenhonse, mentioned by me to Bishop

ite.

At a time when Dr. Rittenhouse was eonfined by sickness to his room,
or perhaps to his bed, he sent for the Rev. Dr. Sproat to visit him. The
Doastor was somewhat surprised, on receiving the message ; but as he had
made it an uniform wle to visit all who sent for him, he expressed his
surprise at being sent for ; observing, that he could offer no comfort or con-
solation to any person, who was nota Believer in the Christian Beligion.
On hearing this declaration, Dr. Rittenhouse immediately asked, if Dr,
Sproat considered him among the number of sueh? To which the Doctor
answered, that the world had generslly classed him with them. Dr
Rittenhouse on hearing this with great mildness and a smile or his coun-
tenance, replied, that the opinion of the world was sometimes wrong, and,
as it respected himeself, he could with truth declare, that ever since he bad
examined Christianity and thought upon the snbject, he was a firm believer
in it ; and that he expected salvation endy in the way and manner, as pro-
posed in the Gospel.

The above is the substance of what Dr. Sproat mentioned to myself; and



THE RITTENHOUSE FAMILY. 205

I might add, that when the good old man told it, his eyes overflowed with
tears of joy. Tt gives me pleasure to be able to furnish you with this
satisfactory proof of Dr. Rittenhonse’e faith ; and which I once introduced
into & sermon preached in the eity, as Justice due to the character of the
deceased, and who had been triumphantly clanned by the Iofidelss Yam
happy to find that you are engaged in the laudable business of writing the
life of that worthy man,
Yours Respectfully.

RoBERT CATHCART.
Wiian BarTow, EsQUIRE.

THE WORKS AND DOINGS OF DAVID RITTENHOUSE.

If it be asked: * Where are the Works of Rittenhouse?’ a
ready and satisfactory answer to the gquestion is at hand.
Although he published no ponderous volumes, he has left
behind him great and honorable memorials of his genius, his
science, and his skill, such as will long remain as monu-
ments of the extraordinary extent of his practieal usefulness
in his day and of his well-earned fame. “He has not,
indsed, made a world,” as Mr, Jefferson, in speaking of his
Orrery, emphatically expresses himself, “but he has, by
imitation, approached nearer its Maker than any man who
has lived from the creation to this day.” As long, toe, as
the geographical boundaries of Pennsylvania, eonnected in
part with those of the neighboring States, shall confinue to
define the respective jurisdictions of their local sovereignties
and rights, considered a8 members of a great confederated
nation, so long will they serve to distinguish the name of
Rittenhouse. Nay, some of the rivers and canals, even some
prineipal roads, in the country of his nativity bear testi-
mony to his talents, his public spirit, and his industry. His
inventions and improvements in various specimens of
mechanism, conceived and executed by himself, fully mani-
fest that, “as an artist, he has exhibited as great a proof of
mechanical genius as the world has, ever produ 7 And,
as & msn of extensive and profound science, his various
philosophical papers, but more especielly those relating to
his astronomical observations, justify Mr. Jofferson’s remark,
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that he was “second to no astronomer living,” that he was,
“ingenius the first, becanse self-taught.”

Such, then, were the “ Works” of this truly great man.
And it appears that they were, in general, not only arduons
in their execntion and highly beneficial in their uses and
effects, but that they were likewise the productions of a
penetrating and active genius, great knowledge and skill,
and the most indefatigable perseverance.

It will, perhaps, have occurred to the reader, that besides
such of the works of Dr. Rittenhouse as are referred to in
the text, in some of which the blended effects of genius,
philosophical science, and mechanical skill were equally
conspicuous, he put the Mint into operation. In the lan-
guage of his worthy successor in the direction of that institu-
tion, ¢ his lofty and correct mind, capable alike of ascending
to the sublimest heights of science, and of condescending to
regulate the minute movements of mechanical machinery,
organized the Mint and created the workmen and the appa-
ratus.” His agency in directing the construction, and
arranging the operative departments of this important
establishment, though less indicative of extracrdinary
mechanical genius than many of bis other works, was, never-
theless, an arduous undertaking ; it was conducted, as Mr.
De SBaussure very justly observed, “ amidst complicated dif-
ficulties, from whieh the most persevering minds might have
shrunk without dishonor.”

But though Dr. Rittenhouse published no great systematic
literary work, he communicated to others by his conversa-
tion, and by such of his writings as have been given to the
world, much valuable philosophical information. He in-
structed liberally such persons as were desirous of acquiring
knowledge from a social intercourse with him. The elevated
station his character maintained, both for wisdom and in-
tegrity, exhibited him fo hiz cotemporaries as an example
worthy of being imitated; and thus, in reslity, his high
reputation operated as a powerful incitement upon many of
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his countrymen to pursue similar objects of science, inspir-
ing them with a taste to eultivate the true philosophy.

The reputation of this distinguished man, as a mathema-
. tictan and astronower, was pre-eminently great in every
civilized part of the Western World. Perhaps noman’s
philosophical talents were ever held in higher estimation,
nor more deservedly so, by those qualified to form a proper
judgment of them, -wherever his name was known, not
excepting those of Newton himself His celebrity was far
from being confined within the limits of his native couniry;
his Orrery, with the proceedings and results of the observa-
tion of that phenomenon which so greatly interested the
principal astronomers of both hemishperes, the transit of
Venusin 1769, had rendered him justly celebrated in Europe,
as well as America, as & philosopher of the highest grade at
the age of thirty-seven years.

W. Barton.

The following article, written by Professor Barton, may be
of interest. Although the following particulars respecting
Dr. Rittenhouse were not communicated by the writer, Pro-
fessor Barton, until it was too late {o give them a place in
the body of the work, the author, nevertheless, is glad to
have an opportunity of presenting to the public, even at the
close of his book, the interesting circumstances this com-
munieation contains:— '

. As opties was one of his favorite studies, so he at one
time contemplated a course of public, and I think popular,
lectures on this beantiful and important branech of physics.
On this subject he mentioned to me his intention in the
winter of 1785, 1786. The enthusiaam, indeed, with which
he developed his design, and, I may add, the warmth of zeal
with which his manner at the time inspired me, I can never
forget. And, indeed, 1 cannot but regrei that our exeellent
friend never made his appearance in public as a lecturer.
As such, he would, unquestionably, have greatly advanced
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the love and the knowledge of natural philosophy in the
United States. He may, perhaps, have wanted some of the
quelifications of a popular teacher. He would not have
aspired to finished eloquence of siyle; to the eloguence of
gesture and of manner he was still more a stranger. But
there is an elogquence of physiognomy which Mr. Ritten-
house most eminently possessed, the modesty and amenity
of his manner would have effected much, whether his audi-
ence had been a class of philosophers or an assembly of
ladies. Of his own discoveries and opinions and theories
he would have always spoken with that sweet and modest
reserve for which he was ever distinguished. He would
have dwelt with the most generous and ample enthusiasm
upon the great discoveries of Newton ; and if at any time he
could have forgotten that impartial conduct which it is the
duty of the historian of a science to observe, it would have
been when he might have had occasion to defend the
theories of that great man against the ohjections of succeed-
ing and minor philosophers.

In physics, Newton was his favorite author. Of him he
ever spoke with a species of respect bordering upon venera-
tion. He considered him as one of those few great leaders
in selence whose discoveries and services ean never be forgot-
ten; whose fame, instead of diminishing, is destined to be aug-
mented with the progress of time. I had many opportunities
of being witness to the exalted opinion which he enter-
tained of the immertal British philosopher. He read Dr.
Baneroft’s objections to some parts of Sir Isaac's theory of
colors with a firm conviction that the Newtonian principles
were still unshaken; and I well remember that he once re-
ferred me to a paper which he had published in one of our
magazines in answer fo some objections which the late Dr.
Witherspoon had urged against some of the theories of
Newton. :

It has been observed by a celebrated writer that mathema-
ticians in generalireadbut little of each other's works. This
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remark, if I mistake not, is very strongly illustrated in Mr.
Rittenhouse. However it may have been in his earlier age,
I am confident that during the last thirteen years of his life,
when my intercourse with him was great, and, indeed, but
little inferrupted—I am confident that at this matured and
auspicious era of his life our friend was not a laborious stu-
dent. He looked info many books, and he often passed
quickly from one kind of reading to another,—from phii-
osophy to poetry; from poetry,perhaps, to philosophy again,
His reading may be said to have been desultory. I have
little doubt that this rather irregular manner of reading was,
in some measure, the result of his extreme delicacy of consti-
tution, which rendered a more unvaried application to any
one kind of reading irksome and oppressive. Often have I
seen him lay down his book or pen to recline upon his sofa,
the circumscribed flush upon his cheeks plainly indicating
the physical state of his feelings. A short repose would
enable him to return to his studies again.

Mr. Rittenhouse’s application to books had,no doubt, been
more regular and constant in the earlier part of his life,—
before I knew him well, or before I had accustomed myself
to watch the progress of his mind. He was, certainly, pro-
foundly acquainted with the “ Prinecipia ” and other writings
of Newton, which he read partly in the original, and partly
through the medium of translation. And although, within
the period of my better acquaintance with him, his reading,
I have said, was not intense, he suffered no important dis-
covery in philosophy to esecape his notice. Although hisown
library was small, he had ample opportunities, through the
medium of the valuable library belonging to the Philosophi-
cal Society and other collections in Philadelphia, of observ-
ing the progress of his favorite studies in Europe. He took
much interestin the discoveries of Mr. Herschel, whose papers
he eagerly read as they arrived from Europe ; and I well re-
member the time (in 1785) when he was engaged in reading
Scheel’s work on “ Fire,” which had recently appeared in an

14
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English dress. He then assured me that some of thig great
Swedish philosopher’s notions concerning the nature and the
laws of heathad long before suggested themselves to his mind.

The chemical discoveries of Crawford and Priestly solicited
some of Mr. Rittenhouse’s attention about the year 1785-
1786, and for some time after. The brilliant discoveries of
Priestly, in particular, wers notunknown to him. Upon the
arrival of this illustrious philosopher in Philadelphia, in
1794, Mr. Riftenhouse stood foremost among the members of
the Philosophical Society in publicly welcoming the exiled
philosopher to the couniry which he had chosen as the
asylum of his declining years, and in expressing his high
sense of his estimable character and of the vast accessions
which he had brought to science. I often met Dr. Priestly
at the bouse of our friend. Their regard for each other was
mutual. It is to be regrefted that their immediate inter-
course with each other could not be more frequent. Priestly
had, unfortunately, chosen the wilderness, ingtead of the
capital or its vicinity, as his place of residence; and Ritten-
house, alas! did not live two years after the arrival of Priestly
in America.

On the death of Mr. Rittenhouse, Dr. Priestly wrote me a
letter of condolence on the great loss which the public had
sustained,—on the irreparable loss which I, in particular, had
suffered. ‘When the Doctor afterward retwrned from North-
umberland to Philadelphis, he discovered much solicitude to
know from me Mr. Rittenhouse’s religious sentiments and
the manner and circumstances of his death; and he evinced
no small satisfaction in reeeiving from me that relation
which I bave already given you, of the last hours, and of the
last words, of one of the best of men.

Mr. Rittenhouse had not studied matural history as a
science ; but to some of the branches of this science he had
paid particular attention, and upon some of them he was
capableof conversing with theablest and themost experienced.
In botany, he was not acquainted with the scientific or
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classical names; but the habits, and in many instances the
properties, of plants were known to him. I well recollect
how great was his pleasure and satisfaction in contemplating
the Flore of the rich hills of Wheeling and other branches
of the Ohio when I accompanied him into those parts of our
Union in the year 1785. In this wilderness, he first fostered
my love and zeal for natural history. Upon his return from
the woods, in the month of October, he brought with him as
ornaments fo his garden many of the tramontane plants
of the State of Pennsylvania; and long before I knew that
it grew wild in the vicinity of Philadelphia, upon the banks
of his native Schuylkill, he had naturalized in his garden
the beauntiful Silene Virginica, which he designated with the
name of “ Wheeling Star.”

Tt is a fact, that in the last months of his life he devoted
2 good deal of his time to an examination of the structure of
the most important organs of plants. Acguainted with that
doctrine which forms the basis of the sexual system, he was
fond of examining planfs during the period of their inflo-
rescence, and I remember with what apparent pleasure he
pointed out to me the tube in the styles of some of the plants
which grew in his garden.

He had made many observatious upon the buds of trees,
some of which I think were new. I regret that the memor-
andums which he kept of these observations have not been
found among his papers.

Not fifteen days before his death he had finished the
perusal of a German translation of Rousseau’s beautiful let-
ters on botany, which T had put into his hands.

Mr. Rittenhouse, like Newton and many other men of
great talents, employed much of his time in the perusal of
works on the subject of natural and revealed religion. This
was, I think, more especially the case in the latier part of
his life. Among other books which I eould mention, T well
tecollect that he read the “Thoughis” of the celebrated
Frenech philosopher, Pascal, and he acknowledged that he read
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them with pleasure. But that pleasure, he observed to me,
was diminished when he learned what was often the state of
Pascal’s mind—a state of melancholy and gloom, and some-
times even of mental derangement. At the time of his death
the American philosopher was engaged in the perusal of
“ Mosheim’s Eeclesinsticel History ;¥ and he had just before
finished the perusal of the “ Meditations” of the Emperor
Marcus Antoninus, that excellent work replete with the
sublimest morality and with much of a sublime religion.

About three weeks before his death I had put into his
hands the first volume of Dr. Ferguson’s “ Elements of Moral
and Political Science.” I took the liberty of particularly
directing his attention to the last chapter of the volume-—
the chapter on the future state. He read it with so much
satisfaction, that he afterward sent it to his eldest daughter,
with a request that she would peruse it.

The benevolent dispositions of our friend were well known
to you. You have doubtless done justice to this portion of
his character, yet permit me to mention a few detached faets -
which have come under my own immediate notice, and the
relation of which may serve to augment even your respect and
veneration for Mr. Rittenhouse.

The year 1793 is memorable in the history of Philadel-
phia. During the prevalence of the yellow fever in the
summer of that year, Mr. Rittenhouse wrote to me a note
requesting me to visit a number of poor people in his
vicinity laboring under the malignant fever, and making it
a condition of my attendance upon them that I should
charge him for my service,

In the month of Mareh, of the same year, I had a good
deal of conversation with Mr. Rittenhouse on the subject of
penal laws. He did not think that the late Judge Bradford,
whose essay on this subject he greatly admired and recom-
mended to my perusal, was too lenient in his views on this
subject. He observed that although he had often served on
juries, he thanked God that he never had in any case where
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life and death were immediately involved ; observing that
his conscience would ever reproach him if he had, in any
instance, given his verdict for death. “Of all murders,” he
added, “ legal murders are the most horrid” He did not
think that death ought to be the punishment for any crime.

The union of sensibility with henevolence is frequently
observed. The sensibility of Rittenhouse was exquisitely
nice; perhaps, I might say, it was somewhat morbid. In a
conversation which I had with him on the subject of the
analogies between animals and vegetables, when I had ob-
served to him that the farther we push our inquiries into this
interesting subject, the more reason we have for supposing
that those two series of living beings constitute, as many
eminent naturalists have supposed, but one vast family, be
said it appeared so to him, but he heped it would never be
discovered that vegetables are endowed with sensibility.
“There is,” he observed, “salready too much of this in the
world.”

His religion was sublime and pure. It had no tincture of
superstition or credulity. Accustomed from an early period
of his life to contemplate the largest and the smallest objects
of creation, and with respect to the former to view their
arrangement and harmony in the construetion of a system
of immeasurable extent, in these objects and in these places
he beheld one of the revelations of our Creator. He could
not be insensible of the ills, infirmities,and miseries of human
life, and even of the life of inferior animals. But still he
discovered, as he often observed to me, the existence and
even the dominion of much benevolence through the world.
He was wont to consider our benevolent dispositions and our
virtuous affections as among the strongest proofs of the ex-
istence of & Creator. These dispositions, these affections, and
our intellectual powers are the genuine emanations of a -
God.

Bengayix SmitE BarTow.

Philadelphia, December, 1813,
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David Rittenhouse in his oration had the following:—

“ Astronomy, like the Christian religion, if you will allow
me the comparison,” said our philosopher, “has & much
greater influence on our knowledge in general, and perhaps
on our manners, too, than is commonly imagined. Though
but few men are its particular votaries, yet the light it affords
is universally diffused among us; and it is difficult for ns to
divest ourselves of its influence so far as to frame any com-
petent idea of what would be our situation without it.”

In another part of his oration is this passage: “Our
religion teaches us what philosophy counld not have taught,
and we ought to adrmire, with reverence, the great things it
has pleased Divine Providence to perform, beyond the
ordinary course of nature, for man, who is, undoubtedly,
the most neble inhabitant of the globe.”

GEN,

4 38 5 Annie Riftenhouse, married George Shoemaker,
a member of the Society of Friends. They
had one child, Jacob Shoemaker, who went
into the Army of the Revolution, and was
killed in a battle in South Carolina in

1781, at the age of nineteen years. He wes a young man
of promising character, and had attained the rank of cap-
tain. Amnnie Rittenhouse was a woman of intrinsic worth.
She died in the prime of her life, and it is believed she was
the first of David Rittenhouse’s affectionate little band of
brothers and sisters who Had attained to the age of maturity
that he had then lost. ¥Friend Daniel Stanton, an eminent
public speaker in the Society of Friends, attended her in her
last illness at her particular request. He also delivered an
excellent exhortation at her grave.

4 39 6 Eleanor Rittenhouse, married Daniel Evans, of
Philadelphis, a blacksmith by trade, son
of Evan Evans, of Gwynedd, 4 mo. 14,
1763, at Plymouth meeting. Plymouth
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was a branch of Gwynedd. Matthias,
David, and Benjamin Rittenhouse, among
others, signed the marriage certificate.
Children: David, Benjamin, and Joseph.
—From the record of Gwynedd Monthly
Meeting.

4 40 7 FEsther Riitenhouse,born 1731; died June 18,

1774, aged 43 years; married Rev.

Thomas Barton in1753. e was anative

of Ireland froman English family. He was

born 1730, died May 25, 1780. He was
the eldest son of his father, was instructed in the rudiments
of a classical education, in the vielnity of his family resi-
dence, in the county of Monaghan, under, the direction of the
Rev, Mr. Folds, & respectable English clergyman, and at a
suitable age was sent to the University of Dublin. Soon
after his education was finished he emigrated to America
and settled in Lanpecaster. He came to Norristown, Mont-
gomery county, Pa., to teach school, and, making the ac-
guaintance of the young philosopher and clockmaker, they
became warm friends. Barton supplied Ritienhouse with
books. Rev. Thomss Barton was a minister in the Protes-
ant Episcopal Church, or High Church of England. He had
eight children, viz.: William, Esther, Benjamin, Matthias,
David, Thomas, Juliana, and Richard Peters. He died at
New York May 25, 1780, aged only fifty years, and was
interred in the chancel of 8t. George’s Chapel, in that eity.
After his wife’s death Rev, Thomas Barton married a widow,
Mrs. Lee Normandie, whose maiden name was Baird ; she
was_from New York city. Whilst he was still detained in
New York, his wife was living in Burlington, N. J., with his
children. He was taken very ill and his wife vainly
endeavored to get a permit to enter the ¢ity to visit him ;
she having failed, & Miss Polly Thornbury, an humble friend
of the family, went on foot from Burlington to New York,
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got through the lines, went to the bedside of the Rev. Mr.
Barton, nursed him, and closed his eyes in death. Miss
Polly had long been a retainer of the Barton family, and
when the first Mrs. Barton was dying she placed the children
in ber care, and begged her never to desert them. Polly
was faithful to her charge, and when Juliana Barton married
Mr. White, she went to live with them, nurtured their young
daughter, and died at their house in Woodbury, New Jersey.

In reference to the above, the following is taken from vol.
12, p. 339, of the Colonial Records :—

“ Petition of Paul Zantzinger and William Barton, praying
leave for the Reverend Thomas Barton and wife to return
from New York; or the Petitioners to go into that eity and
return wasread ; and on consideration rejscted unanimonsty.”

The following account of the death of Esther Rittenhouse,
wife of Rev. Thomas Barfon, was taken from the Pennsyl-
vanie Gazelte, 1774 —

“Early ocn Saturday morning, June 18, 1774, died at
Lancaster, Pa., in the forty-third year of her age, Mrz. Esther
Barton, wife of the Rev. Thomas Barton, of that place, and
sister to Mr. David Rittenhouse, of Philadelphia. It is not
easy to do justice to the character of this amiable and excel-
lent woman without incurring the suspicion of flattery
among those who did not know her. Blessed with a
superior understanding, a sound judgment, and a peculiar
sweetness of temper, she always knew what was propriety
of good conduct on every occasion, and how to be agreeable
in every company. But she considered it to be her highest
honor, as it was her chief desire, to shine in her own family .
as a dutiful wife, a tender mother, setting an example of
virtue and economy to her children, and preferring the calm
walk of domestic happiness to all those fantastic and adven-
titious joys in the pursuit of which foo many waste their
precicus time.
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“She bore for many days the greatest bodily pain with
exemplary patience and resignation, and, finding at last the
time of her dissolution was at hand, she took leave of her
family with a Christian fortitude, imploring the blessing of
God upon them and a speedy release for herself, in the full
hope that she was to exchange this transitory scene for a
better inheritance.

“On Sunday evening her remains were interred in the
chancel of 8t. James’ Church, Lancaster, the pall having
been supported by six magistrates to the grave. All
denominations of people seemed to follow as mourners; at
the head of these, as a true picture of distress and sorrow,
were a bereaved husband and eight weeping children. A
pathetic discourse, well suited to the occasion, was delivered
by the Rev. Wm. Helmuth.”

REV. THOMAS BARTON.
Letter to Thomas H. Monigomery, HEsq., Philadelphia :(—

New York, September 4, 1586.
Dear Mr. Montgomery.—St. George’s Church was destroyed by fire in
1814 the walls only ramained. If 2 mopument or tablet was erected
over Barton, it perished at that time. The inseription over the grave of
his wife is in **Alden’s Epitaphs.*
T send herewith the ohituary notics from Rivingion's Royel Gazette.

Respectiully yours,
‘Wu. KeLLy.

NEw Yorg, May 31st.

On Thursday, the 25th inst. (1780), departed this life,
aged fifty years, the Rev. Thomas Barton, A. M., the Society’s
missionary for Lancaster, in the Province of Pennsylvania.
This worthy clergyman was distinguished by a generous
openness of temper and liberality of sentimentf, which,
joined to an exemplary conduet and indefatigable zeal in
discharging the duties of his funetion, gained him the love
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and esteem of his acquainiances, especially of his parishion-
ers, who greatly respected him during his residence among
them for twenty-one years. His unshaken loyalty and
attachment to the Constitution drew upon him the resent-
ment of the rebels and exposed him to many bardships.
The violence of the times compelled him at last to leave his
numerous family and take refuge in this city, where he bore
a tedious and most painful sickness with fortitude and res-
ignation. He died in firm expectation of that immortality
and glory which are the exalted privileges of sincere Chris-
tians.

“On Friday last his remains were interred in the chaneel
of St. George’s Chapel.—T'he Royal Gazeite, Wednesday, Moy
31, 1780, No. 383. -

After St. George’s Church was destroyed by fire, the bones
of the Rev. Thomas Barton were moved to the chancel of
the new St. George’s Chureh, New York. G. M. A.

GEN.

4 41 8 Benjamin Riltenhouse, born——1740 in Nor-
riton township, Montgomery county, Penn-
sylvania, on the same place or farm that
his father, Matthias, bought in 1731-2
(date of deed), and afterward moved

thereon. There Benjamin was reared, educated, and spent .

his time in assisting his father in farming until he grew fo

maturity,

Benjamin relates that while David was thus employed at
the plow from the age of 14 years, and for some fime
. after, he (Benjamin), then & young boy, was frequently
sent to call David to his meals, at which time he repeatedly
observed that not only the fences at the head of many of
the furrows, but even his plow and its handles, were
covered over with chalked numerical figures.

Benjamin Rittenhouse also says, when speaking of David:
“ Astronomy appeared ata very early day to be his faverite
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study, but he also applied himself industriously to the
study of optics, the mechanical powers, etc.”
Benjamin Rittenhouse married Elizabetb Bull, deughter
of General John Bull, on December 26, 1770. John Bull
was a resident of Providence township, Montgomery county,
Pennsylvania, and in 1771 he owned the Norris plantation
end mill, and resided there on the site of the present bor-
ough of Norristown (incorporated March 31, 1812. Popu-
lation in 1810 was 1336). In November, 1776, he disposed of
sll his property in Norriton fownship, and not long after
this date moved fo Berkeley county, Virginia, where he
erected a mill on the Opequan Creek, and as early as 1785
he removed to Northumberland county, Pennsylvania. His
wife, Mary Bull, died February 23, 1811, aged 80 years.
The Northumberland Argus says:. “She was buried in the
Quaker graveyard, and General Bull, though much reduced
by sickness and old age, previous to the grave being closed
addressed the people as follows: ‘The Lord gave and the
Lord hath taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.
May we, who are so soon fo follow,-be as well prepared as
she wag.’ ¥
Elizabeth Bull Rittenhouse, wife of Benjamin, dled later,
.and Benjamin subsequently married Frances Wade, daugh-
ter of Colonel Francis Wade, on January 22, 1793, in the St.
Jarnes Episcopal Church at Evansburg, Montgomery county,
Pennsylvania. Colonel Wade resided at that time in Provi-
dence, Montgomery county, Pa. By both these marriages’
he had male issne. His children were David, John, Frank .
lin, Mary, Emily, and William, Y
Matthiag' Rittenhofise, the father of Benjamin, held the' .3
highly respectable station of an intelligeni, mdependent“
farmer, and it has also besn: seen that his paternal ancas{'.ors

*John Bull wes sppointed oolonel May 2, 1777, and. promuted ‘a.dm
tant géneral=June 37, 17I7; died at Nort-humberland., Pesivsylvania;
August 9, 1824, aged%yem's. SeenohceufhmmToL I" Q8
page ]21 Penna. Amhwea. - .
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for some generations in succession were propristors of con-
siderable manufactories of an article important in commerce
and the arts, and eminently useful in literature and science,
as well ag in the common affairs of life.

Prior to 1764 Matthias Rittenhouse, the father of Benjamin,
purchased another farm in the township of Worcester,
Montgomery county, Pa., on which he had erected a good
two-story stone dwelling house with suitable outhouses.
There Matthias, his wife, and their son Benjamin and his
family afterward lived, the house being so comsiructed as
conveniently to accommodate two small families, which
farm was left to Benjamin, the youngest son. According to
records we find that Benjamin lived there until after 1800.
Benjamin Rittenhouse sold his real estate in Worcester and
Norriton townships as follows: One property to Michael
Brode, April 3,1797; one to John Funk, December 21,1795 ;
one to Esther Waters, March 31, 1800, and one to William
Bean, July 20, 1799. AR these titles give his residence as
Worcester, Montgomery county, Pa. All are recorded at
Norristown. Then I find one deed recorded at Norristown
giving the date 1812, and Benjamin Rittenhouse, Philadel-
phia, signifying that he resided then in Philadelphia.

3. E. Rittenhouse writes from Washington: “ Benjamin
Rittenhouse was commissioned by Governor Mifflin, in 1791,
one of the Associate Judges of the Court of Common Pleas for
Montgomery county. He assisted his brother David, the .
philosopher, in his astronomical studies, and was almost as
good an astronomer as he. He seems to have superintended
most of the surveys in the neighborhood of Norristown.
Rev. James Nourse, son of Mary Rittenhouse, in his journal
says of his grandfather: “Benjamin Rittenhouse was
wounded at the battle of Brandywine and taken prisoner.
In November, 1824, I saw him in Philadelphia, where
he resided, having returned thither afier the capture of
Washington, in 1814. He was with Colonel and Mrs.
Michael Nourse at that time. He was then (1824) in his
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eighty-fourth year, could walk six miles before breakfast,
and enjoyed the use of his faculties to a remarkable degree.”

On the 21st of February, 1797, the Legislature passed “an
act for raising, by way of lottery, the sum of twenty thou-
sand dollars, to be applied to the erection of a stone arched
bridge over the Perkioming Creek, in Montgomery county,
on the road leading from Philadelphia to the borough of
Reading.”

The County Commissioners—Frederick Conrad, Moses
Hobson, Samuel Maulsby, together with the Judges of the
court, Messrs. Lollar, Benjamin Rittenhouse, and
Markley—met at the public house of Elishe Evans,
They there decided that the bridge should consist of eleven
arches: three of fifty feet, two of forty-five feet, two of thirty-
Eve feet, two of thirty feef, and two of twenty feet. This was
afterward changed, and the bridge was built with but six
arches. At the end of the year the county had expended
the sum of $34,683.12, and the bridge was only one-half
completed. The bridge was finished, in 1799, in thse style
it now stands. Tt cost the county about sixty thousand
dollars.

I also find in “ Memoirs of David Rittenhouse,” page 138:
“ Besides his (David’s) astronomical pursuits, his early em-
ployment in ascertaining the limits and fixing the territorial
boundaries of Pennsylvania and of some of the neighboring
States obliged him to supply himself with chronometers of
the greatest possible accuracy; and these were either made
by his own hands, or under his immediate inspection by his
brother, who, with the aid of his instruction, became an
excelient mechanician. One of these fine instruments,
bearing on its face the name of Benjamin Rittenhouse as the
maker, and the date of the year 1786, is now in the posses-
sion of Mr. Norton Prior, of Philadelphia.” So says William
Barton, Philadelphia, 1813.
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No. 1. In Comnurree oF SarFery, PRILADELPHIA, Feb. 9, 1776.

A letter was wrote and signed by the Chairman fo Benjamin Ritten-
house of Nottingham, requesting his attendance at this Board, in order to
confer with him respecting the mode and terms on which he would under-
take to earry on a Manufactory of Gun Lock making in an extensive
MANLEer.

No. 2. CoMMITTEE 0F SAFETY, 1776.
To BengaMiN RITTENHOUSE (—

Dear S#r—The present exigency of our affairs are such that the Com-
mittee of Safety think it expedient to establish a Gun Lock Manufactory,
with a view $hat a great mumber of hands may be immediately employed
in that hranch, altho’ there may not be & sufficiency of expert workmen to
be had at this juneture, nevertheless it is immagined that there are 2 con-
giderable number of lngenious and handy black and white smiths, who may
soon be nstrueted in its several parts.

From the zeneral character which the Committes have had of you they
are of opinion that you are a smitable person to superintend the exe-
cution of their degign. They have therefore directed me to write to you
to request your immediste attendance on their Board in this city in
order to confer with you respecting the mode and terms on which you
would nndertake and earry it on, This they have been encouraged to do
from an opinion of your zeal and firm attachment o measures which an
ohstinate and inflexible adherence of the British Ministry to & ereel and
sanguinary system of conduct have made necessary.

T am with great regard and esteem,
Directed, BeENgAMIN RITTENEOUSE,
Norrington, 9th Feb., 1776,

No. 3. WorcesTER, Feb, 16, 1776,
Beniamn RerTENBGUSE TO THE COMMITIEE :—

Gentlemen *—1 have considered your proposals, and am of opinion that
two hundred and fifiy pounds per annum will not be more than adeqnate to
my services in the undertaking, and as a disadvantage will arise in re-
moving my family and changing my situation with regard to business
and living, I shall farther ezpect to be paid the sum of £50 in case
T am nob continned in employ for the term of three years. If the
shove terms are agreeable I am disposed to engage, bub request leave
to copsult my family, and in a few days I will Tetwrn the Board
definite answer. The whole is submitted to your consideration hy,
gentlemen,

Your humble servant,

BEXIAMIN RITTENHOUSE.
o the Honorable the Committee of Safety.
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No. 4. ‘WorcesTER, Feb. 16, 1776.
BeENIAMIN RITTENHOUSE TO THE COMMITTEE :—

Gentlemen —I1 have consulied my family with regard to moving to the
city, and they have consented thereto, in case you think proper to have
the works carried on there, If you think it necessary that I should be
present to chuse a suitable place for the Mammfactory, a few lines
sent to my Brother will be conveyed and the sammons carefully
attended to by, gentlemen,

Your very humble servant,

Benramm RITTENHOUSE.
To the Committee of Safely.
—Penna, Arch., 2d Series, Vol. 1, page 573.

No. 5. Tw Coanarrree oF Sarvery, Pain., Feb. 26, 1776.
BEsorLveEDp, That Mr. Owen RBiddle write to Mr. Bepjamiu Rittenho
angd desire that he will remove to thie city a3 soon agz posaible, an t
he send a man express with said letter, informing him the Board aecept
his proposal, and that they allow him £250 per annum for earrying on the
Ganlock Manufactory on account of this Board.—Penn. Areh., Vol. 10,

page 481,

No. 6. ‘WORCESTER, Feb. 27, 1776,
BensaMiNn RiTTENHOUSE T0 THE COMAMITTEE.

Dear Sir —I am extremely sorry I could not possibly attend the Hon-
orable Board immediately on my receiving yours of the 2Ist instant.
The reasons of which were these: TUnder the former regnlations for the
Associations of Tnhabitants through the Province, T had the honor to be
chosen the Captain of a company in cur town, ip consequence of which
it fell npon me when the new regulations came out to endeavor to get. them
gigned, in the endeavoring of which Ispent the chief part of last week.
Yesterday I was obliged to meeb the company to exercise them. Thig
day I should bhave been in the city had not the weather and roads been
so very bad, On the morrow, please God I've my health, I'll be there
to attend the eommanda of the Board.

Sir, I remain with great esteem,
Your Obliged humble servant
" Bexyaxy RuTENEOTEE.

To Mr. Owen Biddle, Member of the Honorable Committes of Safety.
—Penn. Arch., Vol. 1, 2d Series, page 576.

Pefition of Benjamin Rittenhouse for an augmentation
of his pay. From 20th November, 1776. Raised {o £350
per year.—Penn. Arch., Vol. 1, 2d series, page 647.
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No. 7. Pamwaperrr1A, Nov. 19, 1776.
To raE HoNoRABLE THE COUNGIL OF SAFETY FOR THE STATE OF
PENNEYLVANIA :—

Fentlemen .—The former Commiitee of Safety having thought fit to
appeint me to superintend the Gun lock factory of thiy eity « Tagreed with
them for the sum of two hundred and fifty pounds per annum, which I
then thought adequate to the dlﬂiculty of the task, and in cousequence,
moved my Family to this city ; since which time, hy the change in our
public affairs, almost every neeessary of life have arose to such an extrava-
gant price that I find by experience the sum will be insufficient to support
my family through the course of the year. I have therefore thought
proper to appeal to your candiour whether you in your judgm’t may think
fit to angment the sum specified, as T have it not in my power like other
tradesmen to raise the prices of my work. The above is submitted to the
discretion of the Honorable board by their

Most Obedient Humble Servant,
BEng. RITTENHOUSE.

Tndorsed: ‘ The petition of Benjamin Rittenhouse.”

Benjamin Rittenhouse to Council 1779:—

Tax Hon, T8 EXEcUTIVE COUNGIL :—

Gentlemen :—QOn my entering the Service of this State as Superintend-
ent of the Gue Yock Factory I brought with me a number of Tools for
that purpose of carrying it on to the amount of about £25, acd which
were Sold to the State for that sum who have bad the use of them for
these two years. As the factory is mow broke up and your petrtioner in-
tends following his former Qecupation he begs he may have the Tools at
the price the public were charged with them. ¥our Granting the above
request will much Oblige your petifioner. .

Benyamin RrTreNHOUSE
—Col. Rec., Vol, 7, page 142,

BENJAMIN RITTENHOUSE APPQINTED AS ASSOCIATE
JUDGE.

Benjamin Rittenhouse was commissioned by Governor

Mifflin in the year 1791 to be one of the Associate Judges of

the Court of Comamon Pleas in and for the eounty of Mont-
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gomery, Mis commission is recorded at Norristown, in
Montgomery County, Pa., as follows, viz.:—

79
Commission : BENIAMIN RITTENHOUSE, Judge.
{ gﬁE} Pennsylvania, ss.

IN THE NAME and by the authority of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania, Thomas Mifflin, Governor of the said Commonwealth,

Thomas Miflin to Bepjamin Rittenhouse of the county of Montgomery,
Eisq., sends gresting.

Exow You, That reposing special trust and confidence in your integ-
rity, judgment and ahilities, I the said Thomas Mifflin have appointed,
and by these presents I do appoint and commission you the said Benjamin
Rittenhouse, to he one of the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas, in
and for the said county of Montgomery, hereby giving and granting unto
you as Third Associate Judge, full right apd title to have and execute all
and singular the powers, jurisdictions, and anthorities, and o receive and
enjoy all and singular the lawfal emoluments of a Judge ofthe said Conrt of
Common Pleas, of a Judge of the Court of Oper and Terminer and
General Goal Delivery, of a Judge of the Orphans’ Court, of 2 Judge
of the Court of Quarter Sesgions of the Peace, of a Judge of the Regis-
ter's Court and of 2 Justice of the Peace, so far as relates to eriminal matter
in and for the eounty aforesaid, agreeably to the Constitution and lawa of
this Commonwealth to have and to hold this commission, and the office
hereby granted unto you the said Benjamin Rittenhouse, so long as yen
shall hebave yourself well.

Given under my hand and seal of the State, at Philadelphia, this sev-
enteenth day of August, in the year of our Lord, ope thousand seven
hundred and ninety-ore, and of the Commonwealth the sizteenth.

Issued by the Governor. A. L Darnas, Secretary.

Entered the 28th day of March, 1792,

No. 10.
The following commission was issued to Thomas Craig

and Benjamin Rittenhouse as follows:—

{ ETATE }
BEAL

Taomas Cra1e & BENTAMIN BITTENAOUSE, ESGUIRES -

I vBE NAME and by the anthority of the Commenwealth of Pennsylvania.
Thomas Miflin, Governor of the said Commonwealth, to Thomas Craigand
Benfamin Rittenhouse, of the county of Montzomery. Wheress, divers

15
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commissiong under the State seal, signed hy the Governor and attested by
the Secretary, have been issued, and may hereafter be issued, to persons
within the county of Montgomery, authorizing the persons therein men-
tioned to do and perform the several acts and things to their respective
offices belonging or appertaining aceording to the laws and Constitution of
this Commonwealth. These are therefore to authorize and empower you,
or either of yon, to administer to all and every person and persons pamed
in the commission so as aforesaid, granted or to be granted, the oaths or
affirmrations required to support the (onstitution of the United States and
the Constitutiop of this Commonwealth, and to qualify them severally
for their respective offices and the trust reposed in them, by virtue of such
commnissions, saving always the adrainistration of such caths and affirma-
tions as the laws of this State have directed to be otherwise taken.

Given under my hand and the seal of the State, at Philadelphia, this
eighth day of August, in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hun-
dred and ninety-five, and of the Commonwealth the twentieth.

By the Governor, A. I Datras, Secretary.

EBecorded, September 8th, 1795, at Norristown.

No. 1L

Another similar eommission was granted to William R.
Atlee and Benjamin Rittenhouse by the (overnor, on March
fifth, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine (1799),
which is also recorded at Norristown.

No. 12,

On July 24, 1797, the County Commissioners—Frederick
Conrad, Moses Hobson, Samuel Maulsby, together with the
Judges of the Court, Messrs. Lollar, Benjemin Ritten-
house, and —— Markley—met at the publie house of Elijah
Evans, at Norristown. They there decided to build & bridge
over the Perkiomen consisting of eleven arches: three of
fitty feet, two of forty-five feet, two of thirty-five feet, two of
thirty feet, and two of twenty feet. This was afterward
changed, and the bridge was built with but six arches. The
bridge is standing yet at Collegeville on the Philadelphia
and Reading Turnpike.—History of Monigomery Counfy.

Jacob Schutt, of Prospectville, possessed a clock made by
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Benjamin Rittenhouse; date unknown. Bought soon after
the Revolutionary War by his grandfather, Henry Wismer,
who lived on the banks of the Schuylkill in Lower Provi-
dence.

Sarah 8. Walker Abrams has a clock made by Benjamin
Rittenhouse. It is a twenty-four hour clock, winda with
chain, and shows the day of the month. It was purchased
at a sale of personal property of Isaac Eastburn, a resident.
of Upper Merion, who died in 1861, at the age of 82 years.
It belonged to his father, John Fastburn,

George M. Weber, of Worcester, Montgomery county, Pa.,
is the owner of a Rittenhouse surveyor’s compass with the
date 1789, still in complete working order, and used in
practice; also the original wooden box of unique design
and workmanship for holding the compass when not in use.
Both were for a long time the property of Rev. George
Wack, a prominent citizen of Montgomery county, Pa.

Mrs. Elizabeth Zimmermean, of Providence Square, has a
clock made by Benjamin Rittenhouse for his own use. At
his death it was purchased by Harman Custer, grandfather
of the owner, who used it until his death, when Henry
Custer became its owner. It was retained by him until his
death, when his daughter and sole heir, the executor, in-
herited it. It has stood in its present place in "Worcester
about one mile from Providence Square since Harmen
Custer brought it there, and it has slways heen in good
running order, and has kept time correctly. It has a brass
face, and month and hour and minute and second hands.
The meonth hand moves once a day. Tt has a revolving
moon which moves once a day, completing its round with
the moon in the heavens. On the left side of the face it has
a slide, which when moved down preyvents its striking with-
out interfering with any of the running parts. In the
center of the face are the words, “ Benjamin Rittenhounse,
Worcestor, Fecit.” It also bears the Latin phrase, “ Nemo
omnibusg horis sepit ternpus fugit.” It has no date.
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Benjamin Rittenhouse made a surveyor’s chain to be used
in surveying public lands, according to an act of Congress
regulating weights and measures, as a standard chain. It was
mads of brass, and is kept in the Land Office at Washington,
and is on exhibition at the World’s Fair at Chicago, 1893.

Garret E. Brownback, of Linfield, Monigomery county,
Pa., has a clock made by Benjamin Rittenhouse. Ithas the
name “ Benjamin Rittenhouse ” across its face. It is in good
running order, and can be turned either forward or back-
ward without interfering with its movements. Mr, Brown-
back is of the Rittenhouse descent, and the proprietor of
the famous Golden Butter, gold in the Eighteenth Street and
Ridge Avenue Market, Philadelphia.

That Benjamin Rittenhouse was born in 1740 is not
doubted, becanse Rev. James Nourse, his grandson, mentions
in his journal that he visited his grandfather, Benjamin
Rittenhouse, then residing in Philadelphia, in the year 1824,
when Benjamin said that he was in his 84th year. Ac-
cording to this statement, we may fix the date of his birth as
the year 1740.

His name sagain appears. in the Philadelphia Directory
in the years 1828, 1829, 1832, and 1833, as living on North
Ninth street, above Vine. In 1834 no directory was pub-
lished for Philadelphia. In the directory of 1835 his name
does not appear, so it is supposed that he died between the
years 1833 and 1835, which would fix his age at about 93
years. There are yetliving several old persons of the Ritten-
house family, who say that they remember him well yet
and bad seen him, among them Leonard Van Fossen at
Lansdale, Benjamin Rittenhouse at Norristown, and Ben-
Jjamin Morgan at Willow Grove.
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ADDENDA TO PRECEDING CHAPTER.

As the news of the death and burial of Benjamin Ritten-
house was obtained after the first volume was in type and
printed, it must be inserted here as an extra page.

After rouch searching and inquiring the following was
received :—

Lowes ProvmEeNce, MonTgoMERY Co., PaA.,
November 20, 1893.

Benjamin Rittenhouse was buried in family vault, St. James Perkiomen
Cemetery, September 2, 1825, aged 84 years,
Rev. A. J. BARROW,
Present Rector.

I ha.v.e also from Poulson’s Ameriean Duily Advertiser of Friday
morning, September 2, 1825, the following :—

OBITUARY.

Dikp.—On Wednesday evening, 31st ult., in the 84th year of his age,
BENJAMIN RITTENHOUSE, brother of the late David Rittenhouse,
Esq.

Hig friends and those of the family are particularly fnvited to attend his
fuaeral, from hiz late residence, No, 24 North Ninth Street, this morming
at; nine o'clock.

According to the above, Benjamin Rittenhouse, brother of
David, died Augnst 31, 1825, at No. 24 North Ninth Street,
above Vine Street, Philadelphia, and was buried September
2, 1826, in 8t. James Cemetery (Episcopal), at Evansburg,
Lower Providence, Montgomery county, Pa., abouf two miles
below Collegeville, Pa.







THE RITTENHOUSE FAMILY. 229

GEN.
4 42 9 Mary Rittenhouse, born April 8, 1749. Mar-
ried Thomas Morgan as her first husband.
After his death she lived in the house of
her brother David until the time of her
second marriage with David Cloyd, of
Chester county, Pa., which tock place in the Second Presby-
terian Church of Philadelphia, on June 20, 1780, (See
“ Pennsylvania Archives,” second series, vol. 9, p. 562, where
the marriage is noted, only the date is placed ten days later
then Mr. Cloyd’s family Bible) There was no issue by
either marriage. .

4 43 10 Elizabeth Rittenhouse. Died young. Was
born April 8,1749. The two latter were
twins,

CHILDEEN OF NO. 8.

PSYCHE RITTENHOUSE?® (GORGAS), of NICHOLAS;?
of WILLEM!

4 44 1 Jokn Gorgas, born 1740, died Oectober 30,
1823, aged eighty-three years; married
Margaret Rubicam, born 1750, died Sep-
tember 24, 1789, aged thirty-nine years,

) nine months. Buried in the Mennonite

graveyard at Germantown, where they were members.

Residence, Mt. Airy, Philadelphia. One child, Samuel.

4 45 2 Benjamin Gorgas, born February 19, 1747,
died October 23, 1821 ; married Julianna
Rubicam. She was born March 27, 1767,
died January 9, 1833; married March
20,1775. He built the house at German-
town Avenune and Allen’s- Lane, in 1800, which is still
standing (1892), and is yet occupied ss a store by his de-
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scendants, They were Mennonites. There was on his farm
a family graveyard in which many of the Gorgases were
buried ; also many of the Rittenhouses. But every trace of
it is gone and the gravestones taken away, so that nothing
remains to designate the spot. Children: John, Benjaimin, .

Susanna. '

H.

GE.

4 46 3 Susemna Gorgas. .

4 47 4 Jacod Gorgasg vk Urdon, bn 28

4 48 b Juseph Gorgas. Married Sarah Keyser. No
issue.

4 49 6 Mary Gorgos.

CHILDEEN OF NO. 9.
MARY RITTENHOUSE? (J OHNSON), of NICHOLAS;?

of WILLEM!
4 50 1 Casper Johnson.
4 51 2 John Johnson.
4 52 3 MNicholas Johnson.
4 58 4 William Johnson.
4 b4 6 Benjamin Johnson.

CHILDREN OF NO. 10

CATHARINE RITTENHOUSE? (ENGEL), of NICHO-
LAS? of WILLEM.

4 55 1 Kliza Bngel, born about 1732,

4 56 2 Sarah Engel.

4 B7Y 3 William Pngel.

4 58 4 Mary Engel. Married Arnold Zimmerman.
4 59 5 Susanng Engel,
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\
) CHILDREN OF NO. 11,
SUSANNA RITTENHOUSE® (HEILIG), of NICHOLAS?
of WILLEM.!

4 60 1 George Heilig. Married Children:
Adam, Leonard, Johmn, Jacob, George,
Henry.

4 61 2 Henry Heilig. Married Hanngh Saylor.

4 62 3 FElhzabeth Heilig. Married Joseph Ritten-
house, son of Henry Rittenhouse and

- Sophia Earnhard. Children : John, Ben-
jamin, Louisa, Elizabeth.

j—

4 83 4 Susanna Heilig. Married —— Kline.

CHILDREN OF NOQ. 12
WILLIAM RITTENHOUSE? of GARRET;? of WILLEM.!
4 64 1 Garrel Rittenhouse, born - 1721; married
. Residence, Cresheim. Children :

Henry, Elizabeth, Garret, William, Abra-
ham, Sarak, Marpgaret.

4 65 2 Abrakam Rittenhouse, horn 1723, died 1815; -
married Residence Cresheim.
Children: Henry, Abraham, William,
Peter S., John, Elizabeth, Mary, Garret.

4 86 3 Jueob Bitenhouse,born 1725. (7)
4 67 4 Williom Rittenhouse, born 1729. (%) ,
4 68 5 Henry. R Ritlenhouse, born 1732, (7); a

farmer at Mt. Airy on Germantown Ave-
nue, near the eight-mile stone; married
Margaret ;
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According to records before us, the above-named five chil-
dren of William were born and resided in Pennsylvania,
in the vicinity of Cresheim, or upper end of Germantown,
Pa.,

The following seven were born in New Jersey, after the
emigration of William Rittenhouse from Pennsylvania to
New Jersey, by a second marriage, presumebly Catharine
Howell.

According to manuscript in the Hunterdon county
Historical Society they are as follows :——

GEN.

4 89 6 Isaac Rittenhouse, born about , married .

Susanna Baker. It is said that he built
the older part of the tavern at Rosemont,
and while engaged in putting up the

rafters, the news came of Braddock’s de- *

feat, 138 years ago (1892), in 17564. Isaac passed through-

many scenes incident to the Revolution. When the Jerseys
were overrun by the British and Tories he had a negro

by the name of Cato, a faithful and wide-awake servant.

At one {ime a band of Tories were seen approaching on a
marauding expedition. Mrs. Rittenhouse gave a signal
to Cato and her son Samuel, then a lad, while she engnged
them in pleasant conversation, to go to the barn and turn
out all the horses—some very good ones—and drive them
up info the woods, so when the Tories sought their horses they

could not be found. At another time the enemy came and-
commanded them to come and cart for the army. Samuel.

and Cato, watching an opportunity, sprang on the horses and

dashed off, concealing themselves in the thick forests of
Kingswood. Isaac was afarmer, residing in New Jersey, and
had nine children, viz.: John B. (Boston John), William,

Elijah, Semuel, Amy, Mary, Susan, Sallie, Elizabeth. They .

are buried a little northwest of the residence of Maurice
Wolverton, near Prallsville, in an old graveyard of an
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+

acre of ground. Here rest the Temains of the older stock
of the Rittenhouse family,

GRN. &

4 70 7 Peler Ritfenhouse, born 17¢4 ; died 1804, aged
67 years, and is buried also near Prallsville,
in the Wolverton graveyard, with the
above inscriptions on the gravestones.

He married Sarah Hall and had three children, Nancy,

. Catharine, Sarah. His first wife, Sarah, died May 16, 1814,

aged 76 years. e then married a sister to Sarah, named

Hall, and by her had, as he mentions in his last will, Elisha,

William, Elijah, Peter, Mary, Elizabeth.

In the year 1761 William deeded one hundred acras of
land to his son Peter. Near this was a grist and saw mill
in a wild, picturesque spot, where the creek came tumbling
over large rocks, and surrounded by a dense forest of oak
and hickory, now owned by Holcombe Gross. To this Peter
soon afterward removed. My informant, J. W. Lequear,
says: “I have no knowledge of the sons William and
Elijah ; they probably died young.”

4 71 8 Lott Riftenhouse, son of William first of New
Jersey, occupied the old homestead farm,
south of Rosemont. I have not learned his
wife's name. Their children were Joseph,
John 8., Jesse, Elisha, Sallie, Mary, and
Naney.

Lott, while living on the farm, had a tannery, where he
tanned the hides of the animals slaughtered by his neigh-
bors. At this {ime sturgeon were quife numerous in the

"Delaware, and during a big freshet a number of them came

into the creek near Prallsville, and Y.ott and his sons sae- -

ceeded in capturing a number of them, from which they
made oil, which was found quite useful in finishing their
leather.- Although these people caught an abundance of
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the finest shad from the Delaware, they never thought of
using the sturgeon for food, but their family concluded to
make a trial of it, and found, by proper modes of cooking,
it was quite a savory dish, partaking of the nature of fish
and beef. Some of Lott's descendants being stout, athletic
men, but few were able to cope with them in an encounter
with the fist, and their defeated and envious opponents
adopted a derisive term to provoke their ire,—they would
cry out “Sturgeon!” This was generally donein a crowd
when they thought they could not be detected, but woe to
ibe one who was detected ! They would receive such a bat-
tering with fhe fists that they would not feel like crying
“Stargeon!” again soon. There was nothing disgraceful in
the term, but, like the tune of the Battle of the Boyne to an
Irish Catholic ear, it awakened at onee a belligerent spirit..

It is said that Lott Rittenhouse was buried in the old
Wolverion graveyard. Many of the graves are marked with
common stones without any inseription.

GEN.

4 72 9 Moses Rittenhouse, son of William first in
New Jersey ; married Sarah Wood, daugh-
ter of Aaron Wood. They lived for many
years on the farm since owned by Job
Wolverton, about a mile south of Sergeant
Miller. They had six childven. Two of
them, Elizabeth and Edmund, died in
childhood. It was quite a common thing
at that tine for parents, when they lost a
son or daughter in childhood, should they
have others born to them, to give them
the same name their deceased child bore,
as we find Moses had another Elizabeth -
and another Edmund, and daughters
Mary and Sarah. '
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Willigm Rittenhouse, the son of William

first in New Jersey; married Rebecea
Harnet. They settled on the farm now
(1892) oceupied by S8amuel Worthington,
near Lockiown. Some years prior to the
Revolution their sons were Benjamin,
William, Garret, Abner, Isaac, and Daniel;
their daughters, Rebecea, Catharine, Abi-
gail, Anna, and Hannah. These are all
the children T can name, although it is
believed there were more. Of these sons,
William, Garret, and Isaac, it is said,
removed to the western part of Pennsyl-
vania, in what was called the Redstone, or
Fayette county.

11 Hannah Rittenhouse, daughter of William

first in New Jersey, was born
died May 19, 1798 ; married A. H. DaI-
rymple. They had a—

daughter, Mary Dalrymple, who married
Peter Hoppock. They resided in New

Jersey.
12 Sarah Rittenhouse, danghter of William the

first in New Jersey. She married Jere-
miah King, and had—

one daughter, who beeame the wife of D.
J. Pyatt. They resided in New Jersey.
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CHILDREN OF NO. 18.
PETER RITTENHOUSE? of GARRET of WILLEM"

GEN.

4 78 1 Mory Ritfenhouse.

4 77 2 Barbara Riftenhouse.

4 78 3 Susanne Rittenhouse, marvied Justus Rubi-
cam, February 2, 1741, They owned and
jived on a farm on Washington Lane,
Germantown, which farm afterward, and
probably still, belongs to the Unruh fam-

ily. They left six daughters and one son—Nancy, Catha-

rine, Margaret, Julia, Sarah, Susanna, and Justus.

It is worthy of being gdded to this genealogy that the
Rubicam family are commemorated in the name of an
avenue in Germantown and a station on the Newtown .
Railroad,

The following copy of family genealogy may be interest-
ng :—

Justice Rubicam and wife, née Susanna Rittenhouse, left
six daughters and one son. Ann, or Nancy, married Chris-
tian Domat, an extensive ime-burner of White Marsh town-
ship, Montgomery couniy, Pa. Catharine married ——
Scheetz, of White Marsh. General Henry Scheetz and Ann
Scheetz, wife of Jacob Rex, of Chestnut Hill, were their chil-
dren. Margaret married John Gorgas, of Wissahickon.
The late Samuel Gorgas, of Roxborongh, was their son.
Julia married Benjamin Gorgas, of Wissshickon. Their
descendants are the Gorgases, of Mount Airy. The above
Gorgases were brothers. Sarah married Nathan Levering,
of Roxborough, and had two children, Deborah and Susan.
The former married Rev. Horatio Gates Jones, ».D.; the
latter married Dr. Riter, of Roxborough, Susanna max-
ried Anthony Johnson, of Germantown. Their children were
Agnes, married to Daniel Thomas, of Wissghickon ; Klinken,
married to Lydia Tybhout, of Delaware; Justus, married to

|
{




THE RITTENHOUSE FAMILY. 237

Abby Willing Morris, of Philadelphia. Justice Rubicam,

the son, married Elizabeth Dull, of Spring Mill. They had

one child, Justus, and he had one child, Daniel Rubicam,

now living,

GEN.

4 79 4 Margare Rittenhouse, married Conrad Weight-
man, November 31 (2}, 1744,

4 80 5 Gerhart Rittenhouse, born 1720 (?), died about
1780; married Mary Bartleson, born ,
died 1797. Resided at Germantown,
Philadelphia. Had the following named
children: Barbara, Jacob, Michael, Gar-
ret, Martin,-and Ann.

4 81 6 Jacob Rittenhouse, born about 1724 (7).

CHILDEEN OF NO. 15,

MARY PAPEN? (BRUMBACH or BROWNBACK), ELIZ-
ABETH RITTENHOUSE? (PAPEN), of WILLEM}
4 82 1 Benjamin Brownback, born about 1720/,/ died
1786, aged about sixty-six years; r?/a.rried
Mary Paul, daughter of John Paunl.’ After
her decease he was married a {sec{md
time, to Rachel Parker, and had the fol-
lowing named children: Henry, John,
Edward. He served in the Revolution,
in the Federal army, as a lieutenant,
His will reads as follows:— A

Ix ThE Namz oF Gop, AwEN.

WreEBEAS, I, Benjamin Brumback, of Vincent township, County of
Chester and State of Permsylvania, being weak in Body, but of Sound and
" disposing mind and memory, do think proper to make this my last will
end Testament, hereby revoking and making void all former will or wills
by me heretofore made, and Ratifying and affirming this and no other to
be my last will and Testament. Imprimis, I do hereby order that all my

AN
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just debts and funeral chargea be first discharged by my exzecutors whom I
shall herainafter appoint.

Ttem.—T give and bequeath unto my beloved wife, Rachel Bromback,
one cow, where she shall have the cholee among the whole stock; also a
calf which she raised ; also it is my will that she shall have the furniture
which she had from her parents, eonsisting of Beds, Drawers, Pewter,
&e. ; and further it is my will that my execators shall find her after my
decense a convenient Room in' the house wherein I now live, and if it
should happen that she was not willing to live there anymore then and in
such case I do order that my executors shall find another convenient place
for her to dwell, and also find her a ton and a half of good hay, and good
pasture for a eow and ealf yearly, and every year during her widowhood ;
and further it is my will that my three sons, John, Henry, and Edward
Brownback, their heirs, Execeutors, Administrators or Assizns, shall pay
to my loving wife out of the estate and land which shall come to her share,
four pounds each, or Twelve pounds the three, yearly, and every year,
during her Natural Life, and which shall be congidered as her fiull Dower
and thirds out of my estate,

Ttem.—Tt iz my will that all my estate and lard Iying in Vincent and
Coventry, and the lots which lay in Pottstown, shall be equally Divided
Among my three sons, share and share alike.

Tiem.—I do order that all the land shall be appraised and valued by
John Ralston, Esq., my Brother Henry Brumback, and Henry Ackre, and
after the valpation, Said Tapd shall be Divided and laid out in three con-
venient places and fo the hest advantage, and after the Valuation and
Division T do order that rey son John shall have the first choice of the
places so divided, my son Henry the nexi, and my son Edward the last;
but if it should be that one of the places after the Division should be
valued more than the other, then and in such case the one taking such a
place of more value shall pay the overplus to the next taking a place of
legs value, and so on till each of my gons shall have equal shares,

Ttem.—1X do order that my son John shall not be charged with anything
he had of me before my decease ; and

Lastly, T do Nominate, constitate, and appoiot my song, John Brumback,
Henry Brumback, and Edward Brumback, to be my Exzecutors to this my
last will and Testament, to see that all things therein contained he duly
performed according to the trae intent and meaning thereof,

In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and =eal this 12th day
of February, 1786.

his
Bewaamy X BRUMBACK.
mark

Approved March 17, 1786, Recorded, Book H., Vol. 8, Chester county,
Pa.
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Benjamin Brumback owned a large farm and followed
farming. He also kept tavern for 2 number of years in
Vincent township, Chester county, Pa. e also served in
the Revolutionary War, and is said to have advanced to the
rank of a lientenant. He died in 1786 at an advanced age,
and is buried in the graveyard at Brownback Reformed
Chureh, Chester county, Pa. His second wife outlived him
many years. Her name before this marriage was Rachel Par-
ker, and she lived in the vicinity of Spring City. Ome night
she wasbrutally murdered, and said crime has o this day been
- amystery. Themurder happened on Saturday night, April
15,1837, Bhe was eighty-five years and two months of age
at the time. Afler being killed, she was washed and put to
bed as if asleep. There was no trace of blood, only a few
drops on the window-sill. She had two children, who died
young, Being asked one time whether she was not sorry
for her children, she replied: “ No; they would only have
been drunkards like some of the rest.”

Communicated after the above was written :—

Benjamin Brownback was a son of Gerhard Brownback.
He wag a first lisutenant in the Revolutionary Army on
August 21, 1776. 'When he became of age his father built
a hotel at the forks of the Ridge and Lancaster Road, which
can be seen at this day. He kept the hotel for thirty years.
He had thres sons, Henry, John, Edward. His first wife
was -Mary Paul, the daughter of John Paul. His second wife
was Rachel Parker, daughter of Willinm Parker. She had
two gons. Both died young. She was murdered in the year
1837 near Spring City. Benjamin Brownback, born about
1720, died 1786, aged 66 years. Rachel Parker, the second
wife of Benjamin Brownback, was born 1752 ; died April 15,
1837, aged 85 years Z months.

Rachel Parker, the second wife of Benjamin Brownback,
had two sons ; both died young. She was born at Parker’s
Ford. Her father's name was William Parker. She was
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murdered in 1837, April 15th, near Spring City. The mur-

derer was never found out.
P. W. BROWNBACE,

GEN,

4 83 2  Henry Brownback, born 1733 ; died July 30,
1804, aged 71 years 5 months 12 days;
married Mary Magdelena Paul, who died
1776, aged 35 years 10 months, a daughter
of John Paul. He was the second son of
Garret Brownback, resided in Vinecent
township, Chester county, Pa., and had the
following-named children, John, Peter,
Benjamin, Hannah, Susan. According to
records before us it appears that Henry
Brownback was a member of the Re-
formed church called * Brownback
Church,” and was an elder of that
congregation as late as December 18,
1799, as the following will show:—

DEED.

HENRY BrowWNBACE, J1., To HENRY BROWNBAGE, Sr., et al

Turs INDENTGRE made the 13th day of December, 1799, between
Henry Brownback, Jr., of Vincent township, Chester county, Pa., Inn-
keeper, and Klizabeth, his wife, of the one part, and Henry Browaback,
Vincent township, and John Ditlow, of Coventry township, Chester
county, eiders of the Presbyterian Sceiety, of the other part. Whereas,
Samuoel Flowers, Esq., by virtue of divers descents, eonveynnces and
assurances in the law duly had lawfully became vested in a certain tract of
land in Coventry township, Chester county, Pa., and, WHEREAS, the said
Bamuel Flowers, Hsq., by indentura under his hand and seal bearing date
the 218t day of November, 1761, for the consideration therein mentioned,
granted and confirmed unto Benjamin Brownback to hold to him the
said Benjamin Brownback, his heirs and agsigns forever, and wheress by
the consent of John Brownback, Henry Brownback, and Edward Brown-
hack, heirs to the estate of the said Benjamin Brownback, deceased, men
were appointed to divide. This indenture witnesses that the said Henry
Brownback, and Elzabeth, his wife, and in consideration of the love and
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affection which they bear nnto the Reformed Presbyterian Society, as also
for and in consideration of the sum of five shillings, lawfal morvey of
Penngylvania to them in hand well and truly paid, the tract containing
one acre and twenty perches of land, unto the said Henry Brownback, Sr.,
and John Ditlow, elders of the Preshyierian Society and their saccessors
to the only proper use and behoof of the aaid Bociety forever, and the said
Hepry Brownhback, JT., joining on the old road.
Hzenry BROWNBACK, JR.

and is recorded in Deed Book V., 2, Vol. 44, page 21,
Chester county, Pa.

Henry Brownback, Sr.,, died March 25, 1801. Letters of
administration granted to Elizabeth (Brownback) Shaner
and William Posey.

Inventory filed April 14, 1801. Book B, Vol. 2, page 464.

‘We also find recorded in Deed Book Y, Vol. 23, page 441,
at West Chester, Chester county, Pa., the following

DEED.

Nicmoras Kerzgr 10 HENREY BROWNBACK.

Tars INDENTURE made the third day of November, 1778, between
Nicholas Keizer, of Coventry township, Chester county, Pa., yeoman,
and Hannah, his wife, of the one part, and Henry Brownback, of Vin-
cent township, Chester eounty, Pa., yeoman of the other part. There was
graated unto one Anthony Tunes, by patent, bearing date the 14th day
of June, 1736, in fee, 223 acres of land, sitwate in Coventry towmship,
Chester county, Pa,, with an allowance of six acres per hundred. Said
patent is recorded ab Philadelphia, in Patent Book A, Vol 8, page 147,
ete. Im 1737 it was conveyed to Nicholas Keizer, a millwright, and
later (1778) it was conveyed to Henry Brownback, through Isaae Dilbet,
the only heir of Nicholas Keizer, for three hundred pounds, all of which
wa find recorded as stated above.

Coramunicated after the above was written :—

Henry Brownback, born 1733, died July 30, 1804, aged
71 years 5 months and 12 days; married Mary Magdelena
Paul, who died 1776, aged 35 years 10 months; was born
1741. Henry Brownback was a son of Gerhard Brownback ;
occupation, farmer. ~ His father gave him a farm when he

became of age. His wife was the daughter of John Paul.
16
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He had three sons and two daughters, John, Peter, Benjamin,
Hannah, and Susanna. Hannah Brownback married Cas-
per Snyder; Susanna Brownback married Henry Prizer;
Benjamin Brownback married Lizzie Grubb; Peter Brown-
back married Susanna Defrain ; John Brownback married

Catharine Defrain,
P. W. BrowNBACK.

GER.

4 84 8 Catharine Brownbock, born —; died —,
aged 87 years, 7 months, 13 days; married
Jacob Munshower, born ——; died —,
aged 80 years. She was the youngest
daughter of Garret Brownback ; was mar-
ried to Jacob Munshower, a large land
owner and farmer; lived and owned
where Spring City now stands. Had
three song and one daughter, all
born in Chester county,.Pa.; now all
decensed but omne, Jacob, who is vet
living in Spring City, Chester county, Pa.

4 85 4 Magdalene Brownback, born ; died ——;
married Frederick Bingaman, who came
from Germany and setfled in Chester
county, Pa., and married the daughter of
Garret Brownback. He had three chil-
dren, John, Frederick, and Garret.

4 8 b Elizabeth Brownback born ; married Rich-
ard Custer, a farmer in Chester county, Pa.
The following is found in the records
of the German Reformed, or Brownback
Church :(—

Richard Custer, his wife and children, to be baptized in
Brownback’s, on September 14, 1746, by the Rev. Lennard
Snell. Richard, 28 years; Elizabeth, 30 years; Anna Mary,
3 months ; Susanna, 5 months; Richard.
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The two first named were the parents, and the latter three
the children.

Mr. Custer married his second wife. Her name was Betsy
Batman ; her maiden name was Betsy Shifly. She was
married to Batman first. -

GEN.

4 87 6 Anna Mory Broumback,born ; married
Paul Benner. Have not been able to obtain
further information. It is supposed they
moved west.

CHILDREN OF NOQ, 17.

MARGARET PAPENS® (SHIMER), OF ELIZABETH
RITTENHOUSE ? (PAPEN), OF WILLEM:.

4 88 1 Abraham Shimer, born 1729; married Lena
Westbhrook in 1749, She was born October
15,1727. He lived on a plantation which
he inherited from his father; there was
also a saw mill on said plantation belong-

ing to it. The plantation was situated near the Delaware

River on Bushkill Creek, in Northampton County, Pa.

The following is from one of his descendants and is copied
verbatim. The original is in possession of Dr. Shimer, of
Philadelphia, and signed L. C. Rose.

Porr JerVIS, July 25, 1892.

ABRAHAM BCHEIMER.

Of Revolutionary times. My great grandfather* wasan
early settler in the Valley of the Minisink of historic name.
He was of German extraction, and belonged, no doubt,
- likethe Huguenots and Waldenses, to those renowned families
of Continental Europe who came to the New World in pur-

* Dr. Jacob Shimer, of Philadelphia, Pa
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suit of civil and religious liberty. He probably reached the
Minisink by the “0Old Mine Road,” originally an “Indian
trail,” but constructed and used by a company of miners
from Holland as early as 1650, Extending from Kingston
on the Hudson to the Delaware Water Gap, it was one of
the earliest roads of that extent on the continent. Count
Zinzendorf and his danghter, Benigna Henrietta Justina von
Zinzendorf, made a trip over the same road, probably about
the same date, 1742, and Courad, another distinguished
Moravian, in 1750. It was the avenue of communication
between the Delaware and Hudson, and the rich Minisink
flats offered, no doubt, an inviting prospect to the early
explorer up the Delaware. The Surveyor-General of 1730
speaks of the valley as being already quite thickly settled, and
of their admiration for a grove of apple trees far exceeding in
size any mear Philadelphia. This may have been no small
inducement to settle, even then, to the young pioneer from
Skippack. It became his permanent home in 1749, when he
married Lena Westbrook, a daughter of Anthony Westbrook
(from Westbroek) of = representative family in Minisink
township and large landed proprietor. The following record
of the marriage is found in the Machackemeck (Port Jervis)
and Minisink Church records in the quaint manner of the
time. It is in the original Dutch and in the handwriting of
the Pastor, Rev. Johannes Casparus Fryenmoet.

Married—" 1749, Abraham Chambers (Scheimer), young
man born at Shippack, to Lena Westbroeck, born at Wes-
hotack, and both dwelling at Menissink; married the 3d of
March by me J. C. Freyenmoed.” The same record con-
tains baptism of their children as follows 1

Isaac, Dec. 10, 1749. Maria, Feb. 24, 1751, died young.
Jacob, Feb. 23, 1752. Hester, Nov. 11, 1753, died young.
Hester, Dec. 15,1754, Marie, Nov. 26, 1758. Elizabeth, Jan.
28, 17569. Margaret, Dec. 21, 1760, died young. ‘

The above list of names is according to the ehurch records.

In 1750 he erected the flouring mill, which had also a
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saw mill in connection, and which is located on Shimer's
Brook, Millville, and about the same time their dwelling,
which was the first two-story house built in the township.
It was the seene of the Indian incursion in 1777, a fireside
tale in my childhood. It isfoundin “ Historical Collections
of New Jersey ” as verbally communicated to the compiler by
Hon, Isaac Bonnell, a grandson.

The savages one morning crossed the Delaware in a canoe,
while it was yet quite dark, and came to a house not more
than eight rods from where the Captain lived, in which lived
a family named Iobes. They tomahawked the three brothers
and took the women prisoners, then crossed the creek, went
to the house of the Captain before he was up and gave their
savage vell. He sprang from his bed, armed his slaves,
four or five in number, with axes and such other weaponsas
could be found, and ordered them to keep the Indians out
of the house. He then seized his trusty rifle and went aloft,
where herolled a feather bed up before the window, covering
all but one pane of pglass, through which he shot and laid
one of the red d——= out cold and stiff. The bullets from
the guns of the savages passed through his whiskers, and
he said, “ That’s d—d close shooting.” The balls of the
Indians made many marks in the ceiling and beams. The
firing of the Captain’s rifle alarmed the militia, which was
quartered a mile or two above, and when they arrived the
Indians bad started to leave with their prisoners—a few
women and one of the Captain’s slaves. They were pur-
sued so close that they fled, leaving their prisoners, but they
still lay around in hiding, determined to kill the Captain if
possible.

(One morning, T have often heard my grandmother relate,
he was pursued by two Indians, but the dog caught one of
the Indians while he was climbing a fence. The Captain
escaped, but the other Indian shotf the dog. I do not think
that dog has ever been recorded in history.

The bullet-holes are siill seen in the house, and the pane
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of glass remained in the window until the summer of 1842,
when the house was repaired. It is still in possession of his
descendants,

He was an expert rifleman and hunter, and was made
captain of the Third Battalion, New Jersey Militia, Army of
the Revolution.

In 1774 we find the purchase of four tracts of land lying
at Mashepackunt, fownship of Montague.

COFY OF DEED.

Deed, dated January 10, 1774, between Samuel Brink, of
Montague, and Abraham Shimer, of the same place, for £873,
proclamation money. Those four tracts of land lying at
Mashepackunt, township of Montague, county of Sussex and
province of Fast New Jersey, which Samuel Brink had, by
virtue of a right of 2,000 acres, returned mris. Thomas
Stephenson and Solomon Davis, and recorded at Burlington,
12th and 13th day of May, 1712. Deed wrilten on parch-
ment. Recorded in “Book B. of Deeds” Newton, fol. 45,
46, 47, 48, 49, 50.

Of their children, Jacob, the only son, married Phebe
Wallon, daughter of Joseph Wallon (spelled alsoc Wallen), a
prominent resident of the township. His death occurred
prior to his father’s. Of his sons, Abraham inherited the
tastes of his grandfather, and removed farther up the Dela-
wars into the wilds of Pennsylvania, and engaged in the
lumber business. Jacob remained on the estate, and in-
herited the indomitable emergy and perseverance of the
early stock through a long life. He was an unusual exam-
ple of rare forethought and untiring industry, and left large
estates to his soms, who also refained the family names,
Abram, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph.

Of the daughters of Captain Abram Scheimer, Hester
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married Captain Johannes I. Westbrook, a prominent mem-
ber of the Westbrook family. Marie married Manuel Van
Etten. FElizabeth married Captain James Bonmnell, who
achieved no little distinction in the Continental Army, and
was distinguished for his discipline and skill. He kept in a
field-book a complete record of all orders, the place of en-
campment, and the skirmishes and battles of the troops
under his command, which historical relic is still in posses-
sion of the family. His son, Hon. Isaac Bonnell, was no
less distinguished, being acfively engaged in business and
public affeirs all his life, and still cultivated his farm, at the
age of ninety-one (1881). He was elected to the General
Assembly of New Jersey, 1844, and in 1853 was chosen State
Senator. He cast his first Presidential vote in 1812 for
James Madison. ]

Among other descendants was Hon. Jacob Hombee, son
of Benjamin Hombee and Marie Sheimer, a granddanghter,
and daughter of Jacob. He was long actively interested in
the growth and development of the valley, State Representa-
tive for three years, founder of the Farmer's National Bank
of Deckertown, and president for three years of the First
National Bank of Port Jervis. He owned the mill property
and “ old homestead,” and lived there until his death. They
are now in possession of Jacob Hombee, Jr.

They still stand a monument to the energy, activity, and
intrepidity of the early pioneers. The mill book still bears
his name, and the waving grain, the lowing herds, and the
blooming valley still annually perpetnates the memory of
our forefathers.

The children of Jacob Seheimer by his first marriage to
Margaret Papen were: 1, Abraham ; 2, Anthony; 3, Eliza-
beth; 4, Mary; 5, Catharine; 6, Sarab. The above six are
Rittenhouse descendants. By his second marriage: 1, Jacob;
2, Conrad ; 3, Samuel ; 4, Edward ; 5, Peter; 6, Isaac; 7, John.
The above list of names is according to the will.
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QEN.

4 8% 2 Anthony Shimer. He is mentioned in his
father’s will; further we have no informa-
tion coneerning him,

For all the following, see will of Jacob Shimer, under No.

17—

4 90 8 Elizabeth Shimer. Married Mr, —— Vicke-
son. They are mentioned in the will, but
nothing further is known.

4 91 4 Mary Shimer. Married Michael Shoemaker.
They are also mentioned in her father’s
will, but nothing further is known.

4 92 5 Cutherine Shimer. Married Mr. Young.
No further information.

4 983 6 Sorch Shimer. Presumably never married.




APPENDIX,

After the David Rittenhouse article was in type the follow-
ing was received i—

Augustus Egolf, of Norristown, Montgomery county, Pa.,
has presented to the Montgomery County Historical Society
a valuable original document, of which the following is a
copy :—

Received, Philadelphia, February 12, 1782, of John Nicholson, the sum
of five hundred and ninety pounds, eleven shillings, and’ two pence, State
money. Said to be a halance remaining in his hands of moneys received
by kim for paying part of the depreciation due to the Pennsylvania line,
etc. Also the sum of twenty-two pounds, four shillings, and four pence
like moneys, said to be the amouns of profits arising from the exchange of

State money. .
. Davmn Rirrexsouse, Treasurer,

The signer is the eelebrated astronomer, who was the first
State Treasurer of Pennsylvania, elected January, 1777, and
re-clected every year for twelve years, until in 1789 he
declined to serve any longer. AvTHOR.

Mr. George W. Childs, of the Public Ledger, of Philadel-
phia, has a clock made by David Rittenhouse, which he
prizes highly.

David Riltenhouse also made a fine clock and presented
it to his sister, Margaret, when she was married to Edward
Morgan, of Whitepaine township, Montgomery county, Pa.,
as & wedding present. Said clock is still in possession of
Benjamin Morgan, at Willow Grove, Montgomery county,

249
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Pa., now over eighty years old and blind, and a desecendant
of Margaret Rittenhouse.

From the Brief of Titles of the Coulter estate in German-
town :—

In 1689.

Deep.~Francis Daniel Pastorius, attorney of the Frank-
fort Company, to Heifert Papen, for, inter alia, “ 201 acres,
broad as all other lots, 14 perches, and 4 foot.”

WirL or ParEN.—After a provision for his wife (which, as
to real estate, was in no event to continue beyond her life),
all his estate to his five daughters, Styntie (in subsequent
deeds named Christian), Mary, Gertrude (in subsequent
deeds named Catharine), Margaret, and Elizabeth, after
Elizabeth, the youngest, should become of age, aceording to
law, dated 11 mo. 30, 1707-8.

In the deed from Brown and wife to Williams it is recited
that Mary Papen married Gerad Brownpatch (Brumback or
Brownback), and that Elizabeth married John (Jan) Jansen.

Drep.—Brownpatch (Brownback) and wife, Jansen and
wife, Christian, Catharine, and Margaret Papen, to Griffith
Jones, in fee for, inter alia, the same 20} acres, dated June 1,
1720.

In the deed from Brown and wife to Williams it is recited
that, ai the date of this deed, the said Catharine was a
minor. She afterward married Benjamin Howell.

Drgp.—Benjamin Howell and Catherine his wife, to the
said Griffith Jones, in fee releasing and confirming the same,
dated May 9, 1787.
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Release, recited lease, Griffith Jones and wife to Thomas
Brown, in fee for, inter alia, a tract of land in the inhabited
part of Germantown.

Beginning at a stone, a corner of land intended to be
granted to Conrad Gehr, by the side of the Main Street (here
follow the distances). By Main Street 64 feet to beginning,
containing 15 acres, 28 perches. The part next the Cross
street, about 215 feet in breadth, being part of what Gerad
Brownpatch (Brownback) and others, by indenture of June
1, 1720, and the residue being part of what Dennis Cun-
ders, by indenture of 7th Jamuary, 1722-3, granted to
Griffith Jones in fee,

Germantown was incorporated May 31, 1691, as a borough.

It i3 & well-known fact that the greater number of the
first Crefelt emigrants were weavers. 'This industry in-
oreased, so that Frame deseribes Germantown as a place—

' 'Where lives High G'ermar people and Low Dutch,
Whosee trade in weaving linen eloth is much ;
There grows the flax, 23 also you may know,

That from the same they do divide the tow.”

When, therefore, Pastorius was called upon to devise a
town seal, he selected a clover on one of whose leaves was a
vine, on another a stalk of flax, and on the third & weaver’s
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spool, with the motto, “ Vinum, Linum et Texfrinum.”
This seal happily suggests the relations of the fown with
the far past. The water mark in the Ritienhouse paper also
represents this clover leaf, or Klee-Blatt.

THE RITTENHOUSE FAMILY.
Notew are the duthor's.

I here give the sketch of Hon. Horatio Gates Jomes,
taken from the “ History of Germantown, Mount Airy, and
Chestnut Hill” by Rev, 8. F, Hotchkins, M. A., in order to
make a few additions and explanations,

Ex-Senator Jones writes thus:—

“T do uvot know when Rittenhouse Lane was first opened,
but no doubt it was at an early day, for, with the exception
of School Lane, it was the nearest route to Germantown
Main Sireet. Among the earliest settlers of Germantown
were the Mennonites, who came from Holland! Their emi-
gration has been portrayed in a very graphic style by Samuel
W. Pennypacker, Esq., in the Pennsylvanio Magozine of His-
tory, Vol. IV, pp. 1-582 and alsoin the Penn Monthly for Sep-
tember, 18753 If these articles were read by the residents of
Germaniown, they would have occasion to feel proud of the
carly settlers, They are contained in the volume of Penny-
packer’s * Historical Sketches’ Time and space forbid me
from going into details about the family named Rittenhouse,
which is already given in this work. In Holland they
were called Rittingbuysen, Rittinghusius, or Ritterhausen,!

which signifies, so Barton says in his ‘Memoirs of David

1 From Crefelt on the Rhine.

2 *The Setilement of Germantown,” ete.

2 Abrabam and Dirk Op den Graeff,

% They were originally from Westphalia, as will be seen, page 23 in
this work, and later some of them moved into Holland, and they write
their name Rittershansen, in Yatin Rittershusius, and their Coat-of-Arms
18 recorded in Barmen, Westphalia,
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Rittenhouse, Knights' Houses. For many years the old
spelling was retained, as their autographs in my collection
show, but, as with other names, so this name was changed
and became thoroughly anglicized into Rittenhouge. )

“It was in 1688 that Wilhelm (German), Willem (Datch),
William (English) Rittenhouse, with his wife! and two sons,—
Klaus (Nicholas) and Gerhard (Garret), and a daughter,
Elizabeth, arrived in Germantown from New York. How
long they had been in New York is unknown, but my own
belief is that they came directly to Pennsylvania, and very
probably were so induced by Francis Daniel Pastorius, who
knew the importance of having a paper mill in this colony.
William Rittenhouse was a native of the Principality of
Broich, in Holland,? where his ancestors for many genera-
tions had heen paper makers, and was born in 1644.% -

“In Germantown proper there was not water enough- for
their purpose, but they soon found a small stream, now
called Paper Mill Run, in Roxborough, and there in a
meadow they located their mill* This run empties into the
Wissahickon about 2 mile above its junction with the
Schuylkill. The mill was built in 1690*

* T do not know where Mr. Jones can find any anthority for mentioning
his wife ; o all official documents, deeds, or other papers I could not find
any mention of hig wife.
2 Tn Westphalia, near Miilheim, on the river Ruhr.
. 3 They in later years lived at Arnbeim, in Holland, where, as Adrian

said, his forefathers had long been established, and that his father, Nicho-
las, was a paper manufacturer in thab city, a8 others of the family had
been, and that his father’s brother, William, whe later had moved to
Amsterdam, went with his fanaily to North Awerica, where bhe afterward
established the paper mills near Germantowan.

4 Presumably Wilem and his ofdest son, Nicholas, together.

5 An sgreement was made between Samuel Carpeater and William
Rittenhounse and others in 1690, but no deed was made until February 9,
1705 {see pages 58, 54, 55), and three days alterward, being Febraary 12,
1705, William made deed to his son Claus (or Nicholas) for three full,
equal, and undivided one-fourth paris of the said twenty acres. In 1708
William Rittenhouse died intestats, and the remaining one-fonrth part
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“Mr. Thomas, in his ‘History of Printing,’ says that
there was peither dam nor race for this mill (Vol. I, p. 20},
but my neighbor, Mr. Nicholas Rittenhonse, a lineal descen-
dant of the first papermeker, informs me that this must be
an error. His father, also named Nicholas Rittenhouse, who
died in 1857, at the age of eighty-three years, told him that
there was a dam, and that it was located on the property
now owned by Mr. H. H. Houston, in Germantown, adjoin-
ing the Township Line. From this dam there was a race,
which crossed the Township Line and ecarried the water to
the mill. Had there been neither dam nor race, the mill
could not have been washed away by & freshet, as it was
about ten: years after its erection.

“The most active man next to the founder was his son,
Nicholas (Claus), who appears to have been a very intelli-
gent person, and who was a preacher among the Mennon-
ites! As all students of Pennsylvania are aware, Bradford
moved to New York in 1693, but he still retained an interest
in the paper mill, and no doubt got much of his paper
from Rittenhounse. In 1697 he rented his share of the mill,
the one-fourth, to the Rittenhouses. The original lease is
in my collection, and if seems he was to receive as his rent
seven reams of printing paper, two reams of good writing

became vested in his son and heir-at-law, the said Nicholas (or Claug) Rit-
tephouse. Claus Rittenhouse, a8 he signed his name, says in his will: *1
give, Devise, and bequeath to my eldest son, William Rittenhzusen, All
and Singular that piece or parcel of land situate in the said Roxborowgh
Township and joining North Easterly to German Town line, containing
twenty zcres of land (which I purchased of Samuel Carpenter) together -
with the Paper Mill."”" Bee will of Claus, p, 71. The deed says: *‘ Tt was
agreed between the said Samuel Carpenter, of the one part, and Rohert
Tumer, William Bradford, Thomas Tresse, and ssid William Ritterhouse,
in behalf of themselves and others who undertook to build a paper mill,
Assigned all their right and interest therein to the eaid William Ritten-
homse ;™ so the above will shows that from the above date the Ritten-
houses were the sole owners of the paper mill,

1 In the Germantown Mennonite eongregation.
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paper, and two reams of blue paper, yearly. Bradford was
& long-headed man, for he also provided in the lease that for
ten years he should have the refusal of all the printing
paper they made at ten shillinge per ream, and also five
reams of writing paper at twenty shillings per ream, and
thirty reams of brown paper at six shillings per ream.

The Rittenhouses continued to carry on the mill very
actively until the year 1700 or 1701, when a freshet carried
away the whole of their valuable property. But they were
not disheartened, although their co-partners were; for I find
that they bought from Robert Turner and Thomas Tresse
their half of the mill ahout the date of the freshet, and they
soon afier bought Bradford’s share and became the sole
owners of the property! When the mill was destroyed
William Penn was here, and Mr. Barton says he had before
him, when writing his Memoirs (see Memoirs, pp. 83-4), a
paper, in Penn’s handwriting, recommending that all persons
should give the sufferers relief and encouragement®? In
that paper William Rittenhouse is called an old man, and is
said to have been ‘decrepit/ but he was not at that time
sixty years of age. Although Bradford still retained his
interest in the mill, he did not contribute to its reconstruec-
tion, but in 1704 (1705, February 9) he was induced to sell
out, and the Rittenhouses becams the sole owners ; and from
that time until the present date the first paper mill in
America—at least, what remains of it—has been in the Rit-

1 This must be an error, becanse the deed from Carpenter to William
Rittenhouse was made February 9, 1705, when they all assipned their
Hehis to William Rittenhoosa,

2 Said handwriting was presumably written by Pann in England, be-
cause o reliable and prominent conveyancer saw the papers, and iz in search
of them-now. He says that when the mill was washed away, Samuel
Carpenter, agent for Williara Peun at that time, wrote a letter to Ergland
addressed to Penn, who wrote back fo, Samuel Carpenier a letter to the
effect stated, and in eaid letter told Carpenter to igive the Rittenhousea
twenty-five pounds and charge to his (Penn’s) 2ccounts.
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tenhouse family. The mill was rebuilt by the Rittenhouses
and was carried on very successfully for many years by
William and his son Claus, and then by Jacob Rittenhouse,
and then by the Markles. At last it was changed into a
cotton-factory.

“ Tt was not, however, until February (then called Twelfth
month) 9, 1705, that the Rittenhouses had any deed for
the mill property.’ The land was owned by Samuel Car-
penter, and on ‘the ninth day of the Twelfth, called Feb-
ruary, in the fourth year of the reign of Queen Anne, in
1705, Carpenter leased the premises, containing about twenty
acres, to William Rittenhouse for the term of 975 years from
the 20th day of September, 1705, at a rent of five shillings
sterling per annum. Such is a brief sketch of the first paper
maill in America.

“Asg stated before, the Rittenhouses were members of the
Mennonite Churceh, as were most of the Hollanders! who
settled in Germantown, where they organized a church as
early as May 23, 1708, which still exists”?®

In an article on “Mennonite Emigration to Pennsyl-
vania,” by Dr. J. G. De Hoop Schaeffer, of Amsterdam

1 And many of the Palatiates.

2 The first meeting held in Germantown was held in the fall of 1683,
by the Mennonites and Friends, in the house of Dennig Conrad,—Dennis
or Tony Kunders, more properly Anthony Conrad. Sald house iz yet
standing on Germantown Avenue opposite Manbeim Street. Ib is said
that Penn preached there, but we have no history to prove such; it is
merely supposition. It is a well-known fact that Penn was in America,
and frequently in Germantown at that time ; therefore mapy historians
state it as a fact. Trom that time the Mennonites held their meetings in
private honses until 1688, when they entered the first public protest against
slavery in America. In the same year William Rittenhouse arrived and
settled in Germantown, and was elected their regular minister, and in 1701
was ordained Bishop. In 1708 they built their first meeting-house of logs ;
in the same year, 1708, Bishop Rittenhonse died, and two new ministers
were chosen, namely, the Bishop’s son, Claus (or Nicholas) Rittenhouse,

and Dirk Keyser. The second and present honse was built on the same .

lot, in 1770, of stene, and is still standing,
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(translated by S. W. Pennypacker), and which appeared in
the Pennsylvanioc Megazine of Hisiory, Vol II, p. 117, and
sketches, p. 177, etc,, it js stated that the elder of their two
preachers, Wilhelm Rittershausen, died in 1708, but Morgan
Fdwards, in his “ History of Pennsylvania Baptists,” Vol. I,
page 97, only mentions Cleas Rittenhausen as one of their
preachers. Dr. Schaeffer, no doubt, had good grounds for
his statement that William Rittenhausen was a Mennonite
preacher, and as Mr, Pennypacker (now Judge Pennypacker)
follows Mr. Schaeffer, I have little doubt that William was
also s preacher! William Rittenhouse, the founder of the
first paper mill, died in 1708, aged sixty-four years. His
son, Claus (Nicholas), who was born June 15, 1666, married

Wilhelmina Dewees, o sister of William. Dewees, also a paper

maker, and died in 1734. He had three sons and four/
daughters, He left the paper mill to his son William, a
when he died his son, Jacob Rittenhouse, became the owpler
and carried on the business until 1811, when a family by
the name of Markle, also paper makers, occupied the mill.
The above-named William Rittenhonse had a son hamed
Matthias, who was born in 1702. He lived at thg home-
stead in Roxborough,and in 1727 married Elizabeth Wil-
liams, a daughter of Evan Williams, a native of Wales.
They resided in a house still standing, just back of the
Rittenhouse Baptist Chapel (lately taken down by the Park
Commission). It was built in the year 1707, as appears from
the date stone in the gable end. If was in this house that
on the eighth of April, 1732, was born the celebrated Ameri-
can astronomer, David Rittenhouse. When David was a
fow years old his parents left the old homestead and went to
Norriton township, Montgomery county, Pa. Of his won-
derful career, see article “David Rittenhouse,” in this work;
also ¢ Historieal Sketches,” by 8. W. Pennypacker.

1 Tn the Mennonite archives at Amsterdam is a list of the Mennonite
minjsters in Ameriea dowm to 1780
17 .

/






VALEDICTION,

Friewps a¥ND BrorHERS oF A CoMMON ANCESTRY :~—

Ere we lay aside this volume and comsign it {o some
obseure corner of the library let us commune together.

We have read of him, our worthy ancestor, of his imme-
diate descendants, of our fathers, of our contemporaries
of ourselves. They and we ara now the substance of written
history. Our names will be, to some extent, preserved from
oblivion; and whether we approve or otherwise, it matters
not.

To make history is man's evident mission, and if we make
good history we shall have no cause to wish it unknown. It
should, therefore, be our aim to make clean history, not only
on our own account, but on aceount of our posterity as well.

With what commendable pride may the bonest, uprigh
man lock upon himself as the son of a noble sire, and how
the paternal heart yearns toward a worthy son!

In view of this, it becomes our duty to endeavor to
improve society by each one contributing his moiety to that
end. Are we accepting the fask? Are we, the parents of
the present generation, shouldering this burden of respon-
stbility, and teaching our offspring in their turn to bear it,
t00? Are we guarding our every word and deed, and incul-
cating on their minds just, moral, and religious principles!

I fear that many of us have not an adequate conception
of the onerous responsibilities involving us, as sons of the
past and sires of the future. Possibly in that greed for gain
which at the present time influences all nations and

259
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societies many moral duties sink into comparative insig-
nificance and are neglected. Be that as it may, when the
accounts of human life are rendered up, our offences will be
found no less grave nor the judgment less severe. He who
will for & mement seriously pause and ponder, cannot fail to
see, and in all honesty should admit, that as many of the
young of this generation are being reared, thousands—aye,
hundreds of thousands of them arve apt pupils of viee, and
are day by day fitting themselves as apostles for the dis-
semination of immorality and crime,

‘Who is responsible? We, every one of us, in a greater or
less degree ; not alone as parents, but as elder brothers, as
neighbors, or as strangers; consciously or uneconsciously,
we,and all with whom they come in contact, are daily and
hourly teaching them by precept or example. Every
untoward action of ours is seen and copied by some observ-
ing youth. Every unguarded expression is heard and
repeated by some precocious juvenile. Is it any wonder,
then, that morality does not keep pace with science ?

We of the present day and generation are blessed with
many conveniences that were not enjoyed by our fathers,
and we should seek to transmit them to our posterity.

‘Woe are living in an age when the most valnable germs of
aneient and modern wisdom, purified and concentrated, have
advanced civilization far beyond even the elysian dreams of
the “ Eastern Magi”

Thus far in the history of the world the present is the ne
plus ulirg age of human enlightment.

Search the archives of nations and find, if you can, a
parallel to the progress of our own beloved America during
the first century of its existence as a distincet power.

The haughty Nebuchadnezzar, when at the zenith of his
grandeur, never dreamed that the * Great Babylon which I
have built” could be surpassed; nor Splomon in all his
glory, with wisdom and knowledge; nor yet all the great
and wise men of antiquity, ever enjoyed or hoped {o enjoy
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such comforts, such luxuries, such privileges, and such
immunities as we of to-day.

Think for a moment of our illimitable resources, of our
nation’s vessels dotting every sea, its commerce carried on in
every port, its products distributed throughount every land;
think of our vast continent traversed in all directions by
iron bands of trade and travel, by innumerable threads of
communication, by its hundred thousand highways and
byways, and by its hundreds of rivers and lakes--natural
channels of commercs; think of its vast agricultural and
animal produects, of iis exhaustless mineral deposits,
developed and undeveloped, and of the countless thousands
of useful mechanical appliances which, by man's genius,
reduces human labor to a mwinimom and annihilates time
and distance; think of all this, and assert, if you can, that
the responsibilities resting on this people are not weighty.
‘Who does not believe that the responsibilities of & people
inerease with their enlightenment ?

The source of all our prosperity and power is evident.
The day-star of Universal Christian Liberty has risen above
the horizon of human events, shedding his refulgent glow
o'er the awakening world, and humanity is emerging from
the Plutonian darkness of ignorance and intolerance into the
broad light of Christian love and fellowship.

Shall we go on and on, increasing in knowledge, in
wealth, in power, in grandeur? Not unless we continue in
the way the Almighty has marked out for us. History
furnishes many instances of ancient nations, who knew not
the God of Revelation, fallen to the dust from whence they
sprang, and of others who, having known Him, departed
from the way, and likewise fell. Nineveh, Babylon, Egypt,
Greece, Rome—all fell. From the very nature of affairs their
doom was inevitable, and they could not escape it. Their
fabrie, erected like the houss on shifting ssnds, fell, and the
fall thereof was great. Even God’s “chosen people” sank
from their high estate, and calamities fell thick and heavy
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upon them. God’s ways are mysterious and past finding
out, but His laws are plain and immutable. They must be
obeyed, or certain destruction will follow,

No people can have true prosperity, true peace, or be truly
happy without true religion. Not that religion of fanaticism
and fear that invests God with terrible powers, one to be
worshiped and propitiated to aveid the visitations of His
annihilating wrath ; not that form of religion that compels
men to conform to the law and will of God through fear of
eternal condemnation. No; but that form of religion that
acknowledges God as the God of Love and Tenderness, who
made the covenant with mankind whereby they may be
redeemed through the mediation of His Divine Son.

A happy, peaceful, and prosperous people should be a
vigilant people. Eternal vigilancs is not alone the price of
likerty, but of virtue and integrity as well Man's arch-
enemy is ever watchful, seeking whom he may destroy, and
when our vigilance relaxes, in that moment we fall.

Let us each and all determine that, regardless of the
course pursued by others, we, at least, will transmit to our
children a name that carries with it no reproach; and if we
would have them free from taints of vice, we must keep
them from contaminating influences, from evil associates,
from pernicious literature; withal, we must teach them self-
reliance, and cultivate in them the will-power to stand alone
and resist the inevitable temptations of life.

Let us give each and all of our children a sound, practical
education. Among our two hundred thousand public
schools, our three hundred and twenty colleges and univer-
sities, besides thousands of other educational institutes,
every one may have it who will. In this country there can
be no longer any plea for ignorance among our native born.
This epoch is becoming more and more one of specialists in
all branches of human industry. Human knowledge is
becoming so extended, and the sciences and the aris are
ramifying out in so many directions, that it is impossible for
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any one individual to learn but a tithe of it all. Yet the
fundamental principles of all knowledge are the same, and
they should be acquired by every one. Society demands it,
and science demands it; even now many desirable positions
can be obtained only through competitive examinations for
elipibility. In such cases what hope of success can an
unqualified person have? Absclutely none.

This is pre-eminently an age of advancement, and our
teal duty is improvement in all that tends to elevate and
benefit our race. If we, as a people, cultivate all arts axd
sciences, strive for supremacy in knowledge, practise the
tenets of our fathers, preserve inviolate ihe insiitutions
reared by them, grant justice and equal rights to all, heed
the injunctions of Foly Writ, and follow rightecusness,
there is no limit to the height we, as a nation, may attain.
But if we disregard these things and employ our faculiies to
propagate evil, calamities will overwhelm in the moment
when we think not, and we, too, will sink, fo rise no more.
May the day soon dawn when the emblems of universal
peace and universal liberty shall crown the summit of every
hill, in every clime! when every knee shall bend and every
head shall bow, acknowledging that God is God, and that He

rules supreme in love and equity.
P Ty A. B, FrETz.

CarpweLL, New JERsEY, Jaruary 15, 1592,

The above was written by = friend for a similar work, therefore it
was considered proper to have it inserted in this volume, and the

writer of 1 given due credit.
ATTHOR.
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