
51TIBBITS.

during the whole chase, butIam not certain whether we
showed any colors. We ran as near the shore as we
dared, and let go an auchor. She came within a hundred
yards of us, hove ship, and hailed us. While laying
under our stern, broadside to, she had opportunity to have
done us considerable injury by raking us ; but her com-
mander had the humanity and generosity to refrain from
injuring us except to frighten us, and more specially the
French pilotand his boat's crew, who by this time had got
on board and seeing the Bee laying broadside to us, her
ports up and guns out, were in expectation of receiving a
broadside. Some of them jumped below and others fell
upon their faces, crying out, fFoutre d'Anglais.' The Bee
stood to sea again under all the sail she could set. The
fort immediately commenced firing upon her, but she
seemed to bid them defiance, by hauling down her French
colors and displaying the English flag, and made her
escape without receiving any injury." This extraordinary
chase and manoeuvering must have been highly interesting
to a disinterested spectator. Sherburne says they sailed
witha cargo for Alexandria, Va., and were captured by
his Majesty's ship Amphion, forty guns, at two in the
morning. "We were standing directly for each other. As
soon as we discovered her we hove about, but all our
endeavors to escape her were abortive, for we were within
musket shot. The discharge of a few of the heavy cannon
accomplished her object. Our Captain Tibbits and three
others continued on board the Scorpion, which was after-
ward cast away, butIbelieve no lives were lost. Thir-
teen of us were put on board the Amphion, and two weeks
later we arrived at the prison-ship in New York."

Sherburne writes :
"

The war being ended, Ishipped
on board the ship Lydia, commanded by my old friend


